= — - 
И "Wednesday, November 21,2007 Жж  I2sections / Vol.22 / No.346 РІВ ^ webstewwwinquirer.net. 


Pacquiao Learning the world of life 
tochallenge іп 12 months in youth 
champDiaz ^ education program 

SPORTS / A27 LIFESTYLE / C3 


PHILIPPINE 


Burma problem 
spoils historic 
Asean summit 


SINGAPORE—SOUTHEAST ASIAN 

leaders yesterday signed a historic char- 

ter that aims to create an economic bloc Ё 
encompassing а half-billion people and х 


20th Philippine Ad Congress 
opens today in Subic 
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UN-backed court probes 


LY Khmer Rouge terror reign 


integrate the region as a legal organiza- 
tion bound by one set of rules. But con- 
troversy over Burma (Myanmar) s 
the party of ће Associa- ^ p 
tion of Southeast Asian. 
Nations (Asean) 
Burma's Prime Mi 
BURMA A20 
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PHNOM PENH—IN A HISTORIC MOMENT 
for Cambodia, the head of the Khmer 


Rouge's largest and most notorious torture 
‘center took the stand on Tuesday in the first 
public session of the long-delayed 
UN-backed tribunal probing the regime's 
reign of terror in the 19705. 
The 1975-79 Khmer Rouge regime was 
UN-BACKED/AI9 


WHAT TO DO WITH A PROBLEM LIKE BURMA? Asean leaders do not quite agree but at the end of their 13th summit in Singapore on Monday, they link hands now bound by a landmark charter to integrate the region. 
From left, Indonesia's President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, Laos’ President Choummaly Sayasone, Malaysia's Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Philippines President Macapagal-Arroyo, Singapore's Prime. 
Lee Hsien Loong, Thailand's Prime Minister Surayud Chulanont, Burma's Prime Minister Thein Sein, Vietnam’s President Nguyen Minh Triet, Brunei's Sultan Hassanal Bolldah and Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Sen. зал. 


Palace blames World Bank 


Says $232-M loan deferment due to internal row Senators 


By Michael Lim Ubac, Doris C. Dumlao and Margaux C. Ortiz 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY SOUGHT TO TEMPER THE 
allegations of corruption that had caused the World Bank to 
suspend the release of a $232-million soft loan intended to 


fund Philippine road projects, 


saying it was an "internal row" 


їп the multilateral agency that had 
caused the deferment. 

Speaking at a press conference, 
Presidential Management Staff chief 
Cerge Remonde said "policy differ- 
ences" among top World Bank officials 
was the plausible explanation for the 
deferred release of the loan that was to 


fund three road contracts. 

"The contracts might have become 
collateral damage," Remonde said. 
"We were just caught in an internal 
row among the World Bank staff. We 
‘were caught up in the changes in the 
[agency] so this suspension is more a 

PALACE А!2 


warn of 
looming 
loan crisis 
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THEPITS. At the sight of photographers who visited the area recently, men stopped work at an open pit: 
Samar, ata Filipino-owned chromite mining firm named Heritage Mining Corp. Lush vegetation, residents said wistfully, used to blanket the area. Carved out by 


heavy machinery, two huge craters about 30 hectaresin diameter are certain to stun environmentalists, who could not say enough during the Asean summit on the 
importance of increasing forest cover in the region. 
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located in the heart of Homonhon Island, Eastern 


By бй C. Cabacungan Jr. 


A LOAN CRISIS IS LOOMING AS A RE- 
sult of the deferment of a World Bank 
loan for road projects; Senate Minority 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. warned 
yesterday. 

Pimentel said the deferment of the 
$232-million loan could crimp the 
Philippines’ ability to access more for- 
eign loans. 

“If they cannot trust [President] Glo- 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo with a huge 
amount, why should they trust her 
with small amounts? [A loan crisis] is 
inevitable under the circumstances. 
We have suffered from a loan crisis be- 
fore, but it was more because of over- 
borrowing, not corruption," Pimentel 
said. 

Sen. Manuel Roxas described the 
loan deferment as "a huge national 
embarrassment." 

Roxas said he would support the 
World Bank's recommendation for the 


SENATORS/AI2 


Suspect leads 
cops to another 
bomb in Malate 


By Alcuin Papa, Nikko Dizon 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


POLICE INVESTIGATORS WORKING 
on leads provided by three detained 
suspects are tracking down members 
ofa bomb squad that was to carry out a 
“Plan B" in the plot to assassinate Basi- 


аклан 
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Now, it’s JDV facing probes in Senate, House 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


‘THE SENATE WAS ASKED YESTERDAY 
to reopen its investigation of the $503- 
million North Luzon Railways 
(NorthRail) project, allegedly brokered 
by Speaker Jose de Venecia, for being 


“financially onerous.” 

De Venecia is also being directed by 
the House committee on ethics to for- 
mally reply to allegations raised in a 
complaint by lawyer Roel Pulido that 
his son and namesake's firm had been 
awarded congressional franchises du 
ing the Speaker's tenure. The commit- 


tee yesterday ruled that the complaint 
"is valid in form and content." 

In filing Resolution No. 210, Senate 
Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 
seid the deal was "far worse" than the 
$329-million National Broadband А 
‘work (NBN) contract which the Speak- 
ers son, Jose Зеу” de Venecia Ш, һай 


JDV reported slay plot to GMA, lawyer tells Senate 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
and Gil С. Cabacungan Jr. 


SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA TOOK 
the alleged assassination plot against 
him and his son by Transportation Sec- 
retary Leandro Mendoza so seriously 
that he informed President Macapagai- 
Arroyo about it, De Venecia's lawyer 
told a Senate hearing yesterday. 


Lawyer Raul Lambino gave testimo- 
ny before the Senate blue ribbon com- 
mittee investigating the aborted $329- 
million National Broadband Network 
deal with China that supported a previ- 
ous statement by the Speaker's son, 
Jose “Joey” de Venecia III, on the death 
threat, 

Young De Venecia's previous testi- 
mony that the deal with China's ZTE 


Corp. to digitally wire the nation’s bu- 
reaucracy was overpriced and riddled 
with bribery forced the resignation of 
Commission on Elections Chair Ben- 
jamin Abalos. 

The President later scrapped the con- 
tract which was signed by Mendoza, al- 
so the communications secretary. 

Lambino said that on Oct. 19, re- 

IDV REPORTED) A6 


lan Rep. Wahab Akbar who was killed 
in the Batasang Pambansa bombing 
last week, 

Last night at around 9:30, police 
from the Criminal Investigation and 


exposed as ridden with corruption and 
bribery. 

“Speaker De Venecia should not in- 
vestigate himself on his role in the 
NorthRail deal. Nothing will come out 
of it. I suggest that he cooperate with 
the Senate investigation, submit docu- 


NOWITS/ A6 


Detection Group-National Capital Re- 
gion raided a house on Avella Street in 
Malate, Manila, where they found a 
suspected explosive device buried un- 

der the floor. 
Police said the bomb was in a con- 
tainer of water to prevent it from ex- 
SUSPECT/ A6 


Prison break to combat climate change 
By Allison W. Lopez 


A GROUP OF PRISONERS WILL GET OUT 
ofjail on Thursday to plant trees at the Ar- 
roceros Forest Park in Manila. 

The jailbirds have joined the tree-plant- 
ing project organized by Winner Founda- 
tion, the parks designated caretaker. 

PRISON/A2I 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Palawan wil experience stormy weather wth rough to 
‘very rough seas. Calamian Groupand Cuyo island wil have rains and- 
gusty winds ang s coastal waters wit be moterat to rough. South- 
fer Luzon, rast of Visayas and Mindanao wil experience cloudy 
shes wi scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms becoming 
Widespread rains over Bicol and Easter Visayas which may trigger. 
Woods and landslides, Tha rest of Luzon wil have mosty 

skies wih scattered rainshowers. 
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Hungry getting little gov't uu 


SWS survey says only 1 percent of starving families receive assistance 


By Kate V. Pedroso 
Inquirer Research 


ONIY 1 PERCENT OF OVER 
725,000 families who experi- 
enced severe hunger in the past 
three months said they received 
help from the government, ac- 
cording to the latest survey by 


the Social Weather Stations. 

At the same time, some 57 percent or 2.2 
million families who experienced hunger at 
least once in the past quarter said they did 
not receive any form of help. 

A total of 3.8 million households (21.5 per- 
cent) reported experiencing hunger in the past 
three months. Of this number, around 3.1 mil- 
lion families (17.4 percent) experienced mod- 
erate hunger, while over 725,000 (4.1 percent) 
experienced severe hunger. 

Hunger is defined as “involuntary” if there is 
по option of having something to eat. "Moder- 
ate hunger” refers to those who experienced 
hunger "only once” or “a few times” during the 


last three months, while "severe hunger" refers 
to experiencing hunger “often” or “always” 
over the same period, according to a statement 
released yesterday by the SWS. 


Less than 50 cents а day 

A report by the International Food Policy Re- 
search Institute (IFPRI) released earlier this 
month found that 162 million of the world’s 
poorest people survived on less than 50 cents a 
day and that the “poorest people have benefit- 
ей the least from substantial reductions in 

poverty" worldwide during the past 15 years. 

* “The dismally slow progress in reaching 
people living in ultra poverty clearly shows 
that ‘business as usual is not good enough,” 
said Ruth Vargas Hill, IFPRI researcher and 
co-author of the study, "The World's Most 
Deprived: Characteristic and Causes of Ex- 
treme Poverty and Hunger.” 

According to the IFPRI study, some 11 
million Filipino families were among the 1 
billion people worldwide who live on less 
than $1 (P43) a day, the threshold defined 
as extreme poverty by the United Nations. 

In all, the third quarter Social Weather Sur- 
vey conducted from Sept. 2 to Sept. 5 also 
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found that around 11 million families (62 per- 
cent) nationwide said they did not receive any 
kind of help in the past three months. This 
number included the families who did not ex- 
perience hunger (785 percent), as well as 
those who expetienced hunger during the past 
three months (21.5 percent) 


Money gifts 

Meanwhile, around 7 million families 
(38 percent) nationwide said they received 
help in the past quarter, mostly in the form 
of money gifts (19 percent) and mostly 
from relatives (64 percent). 

The survey asked household heads, "In the 
past three months, did your family receive any 
of the following kinds of help?" followed by a 
list of pre-identified forms of assistance. 

The survey found that of those who experi- 
enced hunger and received help, 18 percent 
said they received food, 16 percent received 
“money gifts,” and 13 percent received “money 
loans." Sources of help were mostly family (23 
percent) and friends (8 percent). Seven percent 
said they received help from the government 
and 6 percent said they received help from pri 
vate persons. 


THE ADMINISTRATION- 
dominated House of Repre- 
sentatives has junked the sec- 
ond impeachment complaint 
against President Macapagal- 
Arroyo. 

The rejection was made 
last Nov. 14, the day after the 
bomb explosion in the 
Batasan that killed three peo- 
ple—including Basilan Rep. 
Wahab Akbar—and injured 
about 10 others. 

The complainants, com- 
posed mostly of militant ac- 
tivists, were quietly informed. 
by letter that the President 


Impeach raps 
dead, for now 


was immune for a year from 
another impeachment suit. 

‘According to lawyer Neri Col- 
menares, who prepared the 
complaint, the letter said that 
the complaint constituted a sec- 
ond case against the President, 
which would fall under the one- 
year restriction defined by the 
Supreme Court. 

Опе of the complainants, Car- 
ol Arulo of the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan, said they 
were not giving up in their bid to 
unseat Ms Arroyo and would ele- 
vate the matter to the high tri- 
bunal. — Christian V Esguerra 


Erap lawyers fail to stop 
sheriff but win gag order 
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THE LAWYERS OF OUSTED PRESI- 
dent Joseph Estrada have failed to 
stop the Sandiganbayan sheriff 
from tracking down the pardoned 
leader's ill-gotten personal assets. 

However, they managed to wan- 
gle a gag order from the court bar- 
ring Sheriff Ed Urieta and Executive 
Clerk of Court Renato Bocar from 
giving updates to the media on their 
efforts to recover Estrada's wealth. 

Estrada was convicted by the Sandi- 
ganbayan for plunder last Sept. 12 but 
was later given executive clemency by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The absolute pardon came with 
no conditions and would be diffi 
cult to recall, said Justice secretary 
Raul Gonzalez. But the pardon 
states that the forfeiture orders of 
the court would remain. 


His lawyer, Jose Flaminiano, asked 
the Special Division to stop Urieta from 
executing court orders for Esmada to 
hand over to the government more than 
700 million and real estate property 
"while a petition to quash the orders was 
still pending in court. Estrada lawyers 
said the writs of execution went beyond 
the scope of the court's decision. 

The order specifically covered 
the P545 million deposited in the 
Erap Muslim Foundation account, 
the P189 million deposited in the 
Jose Velarde account and the "Bora- 
cay Mansion.” But in subsequent 
the writs, the court said it could 
seize the ousted president's dispos- 
able properties that were not cov- 
ered by the execution if he could 
not pay all or part of his obligation. 

Denying Flaminiano's request, 
Associate Justice Diosdado Peralta 
said the sheriff was merely looking 


into Estrada's personal assets and 
was nowhere near forfeiting them. 

Last week, Urieta disclosed that 
his office was looking at four sports 
utility vehicles that they suspect is 
owned by the former president. 

The sheriff has yet to receive confir- 
mation on this from Estrada's old rival, 
Reynaldo Berroya—now chief of the 
Land Transportation Office (LTO) and 
assistant transportation secretary. 

Presiding Justice Teresita 
Leonardo-De Castro, however, 
agreed that the sheriff's media pro- 
nouncements may cause undue em- 
barrassment to Estrada. 

In reply to the lawyers com- 
plaint, De Castro said, "We have al- 
ready instructed Sheriff Urieta and 35 
Attorney Bocar not to issue press Зу 
statements [on matters of the for- % 
feitureproceedings] With are- 
port by Leila B. Salaverria 
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By Leila B. Salaverria 


JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL 
Gonzalez, a staunch defender 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
and Sen. Panfilo Lacson, the 
President's fiercest opposition 
critic, are not the best of 
friends. In fact, they have 
clashed publicly on many осса- 
sions. 

But when Gonzalez, who un- 
derwenta kidney transplant oper- 
ation last September, retumed to 
work last Monday, Lacson had 
some kind words for him. 


Press reports quoted the sena- 
tor as saying he was inclined to 
recommend the confirmation of 
Gonzalez at the congressional 
Commission on Appointments 
out of respect for the latter's zeal 
toreturn to work. 

Gonzalez was so pleased with 
Lacson’s gesture he was com- 
pelled to write the senator. 

“Т am thankful for your state- 
ment for know all along that you 
did not really oppose me because 
of my lack of qualifications and 
competence but for other political 
considerations," Gonzalez said in 
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Gonzalez, Lacson have nice words for each other 


his Nov 20letter to Lacson.. 

He said he never considered 
Lacson a political opponent, Фе 
cause believe that you and I may 
have different approaches in car- 
tying out our desire to serve our 
people but when it comes to the 
interest of our country, we vote as 
many but we pray as one people." 

He said he was taking Lacson’s 
statement “on йз face value.” 

“In the first place, it was an un- 
solicited comment. We have not 
talked to each other” he said. 

‘Asked how this would affect 
the investigation of any issue in- 


volving the senator, Gonzalez said 
“that would really depend on the 
issues involved.” 

He said Lacson's statement 
about his appointment was 
"something more personal" 

1асзоп has filed a criminal 
complaint against Gonzalez for 
allegedly offering P10,000 to ev- 
ery barangay official in Iloilo who 
could secure a landslide victory 
for the administrationis senatorial 
candidates in the May elections. 

Gonzalez, on the other hand, 
has ordered an investigation into 
the certain unindicted co-conspir- 


ators of a Leandro Aragoncillo, a 
Filipino American who was con- 
-victed of espionage by a US court 
and sentenced last July to six to 
10 years in prison for stealing and 
passing on secret US documents 
in a bid to topple the Arroyo ad- 
ministration. 

Aragoncillo, a former US Ma- 
rine and Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation intelligence analyst, ad- 
mitted passing information to 
Michael Ray Aquino, a former 
aide of Lacson, and opposition 
politicians in the Philippines who 
wanted to oust Ms Arroyo. 


‘Aquino, who pleaded guilty in 
a deal that spared him from a life 
term had he been convicted of es- 
pionage, was sentenced to six 
years and four months in prison. 

"The plot involved the theft of 
classified national defense docu- 
ments from the White House and. 
the FBI. 

Recipients of the documents in- 
cluded ousted President Joseph 
Estrada and Lacson. 

Gonzalez said Estrada and oth- 
er politicians who received the US 
documents may have committed 
sedition. 
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RATHER THAN AMEND THE OIL 
Deregulation Law, the Senate yes- 
terday said it would look into possi- 
ble price manipulation by the oil 
companies, in a move to cushion 
the impact of the skyrocketing price 
огой, 

Ata hearing on the recent series of 
ой price hikes, Sen. Manuel Roxas, 
chair of the Senate trade and com- 
merce committee, said a subcommit- 
tee would be formed to look into 
possible violations of the Anti-Trust 
Law by the oil firms. 


Profits must be fair 

"The subcommittee will be headed. 
by Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, who 
vowed to immediately start hearings 
into possible business malpractices 
such as price-fixing by the oil firms. 

Enrile, who chairs the finance 
committee, earlier said he planned 
to деро out the budget to the Sen- 
ate pleharj by the last week of 
November. 

"We're not going to go against the 
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right of business to do business ... 
but profits must be fair or reason- 
able," Enrile said. 


Groups lauded Reyes’ vow 

During the hearing, Energy Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes promised to seru- 
tinize the oil companies books to de- 
termine if they had excessively 
raised their pump prices. 


Oil firms face probe 
for price-fixing 


‘Various transport groups lauded 
Reyes’ vow, but at the same time 
urged the Senate to amend or to re- 
peal the Oil Deregulation Law. 


Just making sure 

Roxas pointed out that under the 
law, the Department of Energy has 
the power to review the books of the 
oil companies for abuses, but past 
energy secretaries did not exercise 
this power. 

Roxas, Enrile and Senators Panfilo 
Lacson and Alan Cayetano did not 
reply to the transport groups’ request 
to review the Oil Deregulation Law. 

Roxas instead promised to look in- 
to the effects of tariffs, fees and the 
EVAT on the prices of oil and other 
petroleum products to see how they 
could be reduced. 

“Tanggap naman natin tumataas 
ang oil prices sa world market. Gusto 
lang natin masiguro na hindi tayo 
pinagsasamantalahan (We accept 
that ой prices are rising in the world 
market. We just want to make sure 
we are not being taken advantage 
of)," he said. 


Corrections 


IN THE NOV. 14 ISSUE, a front-page story—“Bribery whistle- 
blowers charged"—misspelled the name of the Misamis Occi- 
dental governor and misstated the province of Gov. Joselito 
Mendoza. The Misamis Occidental governor is Leo Ocam- 
pos—not Campos. Mendoza is the governor of Bulacan—not 
Malolos. 

IN THE NOV. 18 ISSUE, the 
Milestones segment on Page 
D1 of the Lifestyle section in- 
advertently attached the 
‘wrong photograph to ће an- 
nouncement of the Bautista- 
Salvador wedding. At right is 
the photograph of Harold 
Paulo Bautista and Ma. 
Theresa Salvador, who will 
get married on Nov. 24 at the 
Archbishop's Palace in Man- 


daluyong City BAUTISTA-SALVADOR 


IN THE NOV. 18 ISSUE, a story on K1 of the Entertainment 
Section—'Love in the prime of Shakira" —misstated the age of 
the singer Shakira. She is 30—not 35—years old. 

INTHE NOV 20 ISSUE, a story on Page A7—“Answer writ filed 
by moms, court orders AFP officer’—misstated that the 
Supreme Court filed its fifth writ of amparo on Friday. It was 
the sixth writ of amparo issued by the high court. 

Readers may send their requests for correction of factual er- 
rors in writing to the Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI 
Building, Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, Makati 
City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail address: daydesk@inquir- 
excom.ph 

Complaints about lack of fairness or objectivity may be sent 
to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, readers advocate, e-mail address: read. 
ersadvocate@inquirer.com. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-93/94, At- 
tn: Readers Advocate. Her phone number is 897-8808 Local 
342. 


Philippi 
X Global Corporation with а Global Mindset and a Filipino Heart 


anto, 
LY Л) 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


ITB NO.: 11-02-2007 HER 


nana Gaming Corporaton (PAGCOR) в iling al inerestez 
хатага / dealers in its forthcoming pubic bidding forthe projec states 


J Tr cmo a 
ооны OV rape mra теры 
баа 


ino Ате 


Name of Project 
Technical 
Specifications 


+ Supply and Dever o Ona (1) Uni Brand New 7-Seator Mini Van 
+ Vehicle: Brand New 7-Saater Mini Var: Engine: 3 8L V6 12 Vaive 
‘OHV Gasotne, 201.5 си. п. Engine Displacement: 2051p / 5200 
тот Maximum Омри, 2009-04000 rpm Maximum Torque. 4- 
Automate Transmission; Éecrenis Control Fuel cien. 

uro Wit 5093 mm. Overt Length 


тсе 


NEW FEATURES. 


2 Hassle-free Wireléss Microphones + 10-50 meter range * 
Improved sound quality + On-screen search by Title or Artist + 
Select audio output mode (Amplifier or TV mode) * Input songs 
from remote control * Challenge 100 game * Scroll by page * 4 
song chip slots 
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Approved Budget 
Plus! ВИЙ 2,064 songs & 100% WOW Philippines Scenic background 


Up to 12 mos. Q% Imstaliment? 


Source of Fund. 


WOW Authorized Dealer: 
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ЕТТТ 
XCiesunnco of Bid Document 
2- Pro-Be Conlerence. 

3- Submision of Bids 

4. Opening of Bids 


‘Schedule 
November, 2007 - Docombar 10,2007 
November 27, 2007 (2 00pm, 
December 11, 2007 200; 
"Dacember 11, 2007 (2:00 pm onwards) 
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PAGCOR reserves tho right о accep or пу! any Bid, ond loann th bidding process 
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House body OKs Epira 
amendments; IPPs protest 


By Abigail L. Ho. 


A BILL AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT 

' No. 9136, the Electric Power Indus- 

* try Reform Act of 2001 (Epira), has 
passed at the committee level, with 
almost all members of the House 
committee on energy voting to have 
certain provisions of the existing 
lawamended. 

But the amendments have been 
strongly opposed and described аз 
“counter-productive” by the Philip- 
pine Independent Power Producers 
Association (PIPPA), which said 
that consumers won't benefit from 
any acts amending the Epira now 
and will only undermine the com- 
petitiveness of the power industry. 

PIPPA is an organization of pri- 
vately owned local and foreign inde- 
pendent power producers (IPPs). It 
currently has 26 members. Member- 
ship is expected to increase as more 
Napocor plants are privatized. 

The amendment bill filed by 
Pampanga Rep. Juan Miguel Arroyo 
and Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Villa- 
fuerte, seeks to bring down the cur- 
rent 70-percent National Power 
Corp. privatization threshold to on- 
ly 50 percent so that retail competi- 
tion and open access could be im- 
plemented soon. 


‘Heart and soul’ 

“The heart and soul of the Epira is 
to have open access so that fair and 
free competition will be achieved. 

‚ However, there has been some de- 
lay, such as the creation of PSALM 
(the Power Sector Assets and Liabil- 
ities Management Corp.), the trans- 
fer of Napocor assets to PSALM, and 
securing creditors consent,” Villa- 
fuerte said. 

"So what Napocor has achieved 
in terms of privatization is just for 
38 percent of its generating capaci- 
ty. Thus, instead of trying to achieve 
а 70-percent privatization level, let 
us temporarily reduce this to 50 


percent so we can already achieve 
‘open access," he added. 

Before retail competition and 
open access can be implemented, 
theEpira mandates that five require- 
ments be met. They are: the estab- 
lishment and commercial operation 
of the wholesale electricity spot 
market; the approval of unbundled 
transmission and distribution 
wheeling charges; the implementa- 
tion of the cross-subsidy removal 
scheme; the privatization of 70 per- 
cent of Napocor's Luzon and Visayas 
capacities; and the transfer of 70 
percent of Napocor capacity covered 
by independent power producer 
contracts to IPP administrators. 


Opposition 

Only the first three requirements 
had been metso far. 

Up to the very end, however, 
there was still some opposition to 
the Epira amendment bill primarily 


because Napocor would continue to 
have a dominant position in the 
market upon implementation of re- 
tail competition and open access. 

Bukidnon Rep. Teofisto Guingo- 
na Ш said it would be better to just 
ensure the implementation of the 
Epira in its existing form than to 
amend itat this time. 

“Letusimplement the law and not 
change it. If we allow open access, 
all that means is that consumers will 
have the right to choose from differ- 
ent generators. But who are the gen- 
erators? For instance, there are three 
plants. So the consumer has the 
freedom to choose between Napoc- 
ог-1, Napocor2 and Napocor3. 
What kind of a choice is that? It is a 
meaningless choice," he said. 

The PIPPA, in a position paper 
submitted to the House, said lower- 
ing the privatization threshold from 
70 percent will only be “detrimen- 
tal effect on the industry” 
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‚ Avida House опа Lot Grand Winner 


Wagi silang lahat-isang bahay na magara, 
anim na kotseng maporma! 
Ang matagal nilang pangarap... sa Globe ngayo'y natupad! 


Honda CR-V winners 


R. Uy 


E. Macaspac 
Moniía 


Caloocan City 


M. Opena 
Pasay City 


M. Delo. 


E. Fulgencio 
Nueva Ecja 


D. Barrion 
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‘Check-out Nickelodeon's extensive range 
‘of products available at the Nick Store! 


Dect 
Dec2 


‘Nueva Ecija 


Nova Markot » 2pm 8 4pm 
Pampanga + 2pm & 4pm 


Nueva Ecija 


“Nov 30 • 


Avida “=, ili 


Бараа ре OTACA екан 270, Sit 2007. Pros Рыва tom Sp 30,2007. 


© зоор abe Telecom, ine 


ha o ТЕ ЕК Е PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ` ___ WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1,2007 


наге Dos b 


Suspect leads cops to another bomb in Malate 


From page At but police have not uncovered kidnapped Italian priest Gian- been arrested on Monday night at Jose de Venecia Jr to assist police ех-Вер. Gerry Salapuddin; PT 
ploding prematurely. the masterminds of the plot. carlo Bossi in June, was charged PepesInninMaleteinconnecion іп determining the people behind both have denied involvement. 
` Police said the information Тһе Army's Intelligence, and in а Manila court with illegal with the Batasan blast. The story the purported assassination. "Thats why people should 
onthe bomb had come from for- Security Group (ISG) is partofthe possession of a firearm for car- was attributed to Director Geary The request coincided with beware because there could be 
mer Tuburan (Basilan) Mayor team investigating the bombing. ` _rying an unlicensed .45-cal. pis- Barias of the National Capital Re- the resolution filed by three another explosion in Congress,” 
Hajarun Jamiri who led them to 5; tol, police said. gion Police Office. leftist party-list lawmakers she said. 
the hot Alternate plan А В Kalahal said he was in Is- seeking the creation of a “ре Ismael said she was also боһ- 
Jamiri was in police custody The targets of the Monday Traces of explosives abela, Basilan, on Monday cial multiparty committee” to vinced that the phone call that 
after he was found in a Malate apartelle raid in Malate were al- Torres said traces of explo- night, where he attended a look into the matter. purportedly triggered the blast 
apartelle that was pointed to by leged to be involved in prepar- сез were found òn the motor- peace and order meeting. “it is important that the House сате from the Batasan complet. 
the three suspects—Caidar Au- ing the explosives to be planted bike, helmet, motorcycle gog- ^ “HowcanIbeintwoplacesat haveasignificantrole inthe inves- She said there was no-way 
nal, 41, Ikram Indama, 35, and ах Akbar's house in Valle Verde gles and jacket of Jamiri But the same time, said Kalahal, а tigation considering ... the possi- that the identified suspects 
Adham Kusain, 21—who were subdivision had the Batasan at- there was no information if ex- former Moro National Libera- bility that the House itself could could have staged the bombing 
arrested in a raid in Payatas, tack failed, Torres said. plosives were found at the tion Front commander. have been the target ofthe attack,” without help from other people. 
Quezon City, on Nov. 15, two “It was going to be the alter- apartelle, Torres said. In Zamboanga, police took according tothe resolution filed by Congressman Hataman.yés- 
` days after the Batasan bombing nate plan,” he said. “There are indications thathe into custody the wife of Ikram Representatives Satur Ocampo, terday admitted that Benjamin 
that left Akbar and three others Torres said the three Payatas was linked to the Batasan indama, one of the detained LizaMazaand Crispin Beltran. | ang" Hataman, one of those 
{dead and 12 others wounded, suspects only pointed to the bombing,” hesaid. suspects in Manila, and her 3- named in the police complaint 
$ including two lawmakers. apartelle in Manila where the Torres said there was no infor: year-old child, after she sought Mastermind pent to the tistics deerat 
Lt. Col. Ernesto Torres, Army тел were supposed to bestaying. mation ifJamiriwasamemberof protection, fearing reprisal “Ме all know who the mas- on Monday was his first cousin, 
spokesperson, said the alter.  “Butwestilldon'tknowifthere the Abu Sayyaf terrorist group. from Akbar's followers. termind is,” Lantawan Mayor But he described the accusa- 
nate plan was to bomb Akbar's werespeciicpeope,"hesaid. | The 47-year-old, Akbar was a Tahira Ismael, Akbars niece, tions “outrageous.” He said Jang 
home ina Pasig City subdivision Torres said Jamiri and his aide, former member of the Abu Sayyaf, Independent probe told reporters following а meet- frequented the House because the 
had the Batasan attack failed. Найк Usman, who were at the but he recently facilitated a mili- Also yesterday relatives and po- ing with De Venecia. man was applying for ajob. ', 
The three suspects were apartelle at the time of the raid, tary crackdown against the group. litical supporters of Akbar trooped Asked bya television reporter = “Ihave nothing to do with the 
named inacomplaintfor murder were invited for questioning. | tothe Batasan to seek an indepen- if she believed that the master- killing," Congressman Hataman 
and frustrated murder fled with Usman was released for lack Їп two places dent investigation ofthe killing. mind wasinthe “House” ofRep- told the INQUIRER. 
the Department of Justice on .of evidence. Also yesterday, Tuburan Mayor Led by Basilan Gov. Jum Akbar, resentatives, Ismael said, "yes" During the meeting, De Vene- 
; Monday. The three have admit- Dorie Kalahal protested an Ingum- one of the late congressman's before implicating Anak Min- cia promised that he would seeka 
wd that Akbar wes their target, mil i mstory yesterday thatsaidhehad wives, the group asked Speaker danao Rep. MujivHataman and “full and total justice” for Akbar" 


: SERIOUSLY SPEAKING: Sen. Joker 
Arroyo's legal perorations on the no- 
show witness Romulo Neri get the full 
attention of his Senate colleagues. 
Mar Roxas, Alan Cayetano, Rodolfo P 
Biazon, Ping Lacson, Juan Ponce е 

Enrile during Tuesday's hearing on . X 


the ZTE broadband deal. 


WAITING THEIR TURN: Resource 
persons at the Senate probe include 
Eric Espanol and Ramon Isberto of \ 


‘Smart, lawyer Raul Lambino, D 
Rodolfo Salalima of Globe, lawyer 
William Pamintuan of Digitel and ¥ 
Joevel Rivera of Bayan 
‘Telecommunications. 


JDV reported slay plot to GMA, lawyer tells Senate у 


From page А! Lambino quoted De los Santos aboutit,” he said. * tary Eduardo Ermita that pro- zon Jr. should be exempt from he said he preferred that the 
as saying. He said De los Santos Administration allies Senators hibited Neri from revealing his summons. Senate “explore and investi- 
tired Gen. Jaime de los Santos told them that the plan called Juan Ponce Enrile and Joker Ar- conversations with President Не said the two businessmen gate” the deal “through other 
had volunteered information for prisoners to be released to royo dismissed Lambino's state- Arroyo on the controversial ZTE had called him up, objecting to witnesses.” 
about a supposed plan of Men- go after the De Venecias. ment as irrelevant to the investi- contract, invoking “executive being summoned to the hearing. Young De Veneciz's reluc- 
doza, Land ‘Transportation Of- ^ “The group of Secretary Men- gation into the ZTE-NBN contract privilege." tance tó: return to ће Senate 
fice chief Reynaldo Berroya and doza was mad about Joey's rev- and tried to block his testimony. ‘Arroyo said Neri was not the Razonhasdonenowrong ^ came-after his father reportedly 
Bureau of Corrections Director elations on ће ZTE contract,” Sen. Alan Cayetano, blue rib- one at fault. “He has been pre- In his last testimony, De Vene- agreed to a peace pact with the 
Ricardo Dapat to assassinate Lambino further quoted De los bon committee chair, insisted vented from coming, so he's cia Ш implicated Razon in the President. 
the Speaker and his son. Santos. that Lambino say his piece. torn between two powerful contract and claimed Aboitiz ^ р 

Delos Santos, a former Army ,, ^ “This goes to the truthfulness of forces,” he said, referring to tried to broker a peace pact be- P200-million bribe 
chief, has publicly denied the al- ‘Fear not Abalos... Joey de Venecia III," hesaid. Malacañang and the Senate. tween the President and his fa- ^ Neri has been barred by 
legation, saying the youngerDe Тће lawyer claimed De los |. n ther after the fallout from the Malacañang from giving furtHer 
Venecia concocted the story In Santos even told the younger Neri no-show Question of quorum aborted contract. testimony to the Senate on his 
a statement yesterday, he called De Venecia: "You have to fear Yesterdays hearing was Later, Arroyo told reporters “Why should he clear his conversation with the President 
Lambinostestimonyandthatof not Abalos, you have to fear stymied after former Socioeco- the voting was invalid since name when he has not done after he informed her of Abalos' 
Joey "tall tales” and “blatant more Larry Mendoza.” nomic Secretary Romulo Neri therewasnoquorum. ItwasEn- anything wrong?” Arroyo told alleged P200-million bribe of- 
lies.” “Whether Mr. De los Santos failed to show up, prompting rile, however, not Arroyo, who the committee. fer. 

Mendoza, Berroya, Dapat was telling the truth I don't the committee to direct him to asked during the hearing if Cayetano said the committee Citing executive privilege, 
and even De Venecia did not ap- know,” said Lambino, who explain why he should not be there was a quorum, which was just giving Aboitiz and Ra- Neri refused to answer follow- 
pear at the sixth hearing of the added that in the five years he cited for contempt. Cayetano affirmed. zon the opportunity to refute up questions on whether the 
committee. hasknown him, hehadreceived ^ Cayetano moved at the start Arroyo insisted to reporters De Venecia's testimony, butthey President ordered him to go 

А “serious and sensitive informa- "ofthe hearing that Neri should that a “majority of the members did not have to show up if they ahead with the project despite 
Warned 3 times tion” from De los Santos. be made to show cause for ig- ofa committee has to vote." did not want to. his having told her of the 

Lambino claimed Delos San- “Based on his reputation, 1 noring the Senate subpoena. Later inastatement,he added De Venecia has apparently leged bribe attempt. 
tos contacted him on Oct. 15to have no doubt of the veracity of Тһе motion was carried by a two more reasons for his vote: backed off from the probe. In his letter to the committéé, 
tell him about the plot. the information voluntarily giv- 5-2 vote, with Senators Aquili- “Humanitarian considerations” In a letter to the committee, Ermita, citing a Supreme Couit 

He said the general told his enusbyMr. Delos Santos," said по Pimentel Je, Jinggoy Estra- since Neri had been interrogated De Venecia said he had been decision, said that conversa- 
story thrice on Oct. 19—the first Lambino, who previously spear- da, Manuel Roxas Il Jamby for 10 hours, and the Supreme advised by his lawyer that in tions between the President and 
time to Lambino when they met headed а failed attempt to Madrigal and Panfilo Lacson in Courts ruling on Executive Or- his desire to facilitate the public officials were considered 
outside Forbes Park in Makati, amend the Constitution. favor and administration allies der No. 464 that defined exemp- probe he might have provided executive privilege. 
the second time in front of the Under Sen. Rodolfo Biazon's Enrile and Arroyo against. tions of public officials from at- information that might be be- “Disclosure of conversations 
Speaker, his son and Lambino at questioning, Lambino said the ^ Biazonwasoutoftheroomat tending legislative hearings. yond his personal knowledge will have a chilling effect on the 
the Speaker’ residence in Forbes Speaker took the warning “very the time of the voting. During the hearing, Arroyo that could expose him to legal „President and will hamper her 
Park, and the third time with the | seriously" that he told the Presi- Neri was among 11 of 18 also argued that Aboitiz Trans- action. in the effective discharge of her 
Speakers wife Сіпа around, dent aboutit. summoned resource persons port System CEO Endika Не stressed that while he duties and responsibilities, if 

"ou have to take care of  “Ijustdon'tknowwhetherhe whodid notshow up yesterday. Aboitiz and International Con- stood by his belief that the con- she is not protected by the con- 
yourself because they have the asked the President to seriously Не instead sent the commit- tainer and Terminal Services tract was “gravely anomalous fidentiality of her conversa- 
capability to do these things,” investigate it or what was done tee a letter by Executive Secre- Inc. (ICTSI) chair Enrique Ra- and grossly disadvantageous,” tions,” said Ermita. Ў 


Now, it's JDV facing probe іп Senate for NorthRail deal 


From page Al Alabang by a South Korean firm ment to obtain the most advan- people are hiding behind the father’s second term as Speaker ed to his son. 
would cost only $1.47 million’ — tageous terms and to avoid veil of anonymi: il їп 1995 and 1996. Madrona pointed to the rule 
ments and witnesses for con- With fresh insights into De overpricing and other malprac- He noted Garcia's letter dated Ороп receipt of the copy of against the filing of multiple 
-crete results,” said Pimentel, Мепесіаѕ alleged behind-the- tices,” Dec. 4, 2006, telling Mendoza the House ethics committee's complaints (or "forum shop- 
Reached by the Ingumer for scenes brokering, Pimentelsaidit m that “the office of the Speaker ruling, De Veneciawouldbegiv- ping") against the same official. 
‘comment last night, De Venecia was about time the Speaker an- Enrile scores JDV instructed me to forward theat- en 10 days to reply to the Pulido Under the rules, he said, Pulido 
said: “Very good, let them (sen- swered all the questions regard- It was Enrile who first raised tached material to your complaint. should have informed the com- 
ators) investigate it. My only ing NorthRail, including why it De Venecia's involvement inthe [DOTC's] office, ASAR” Rep. Eleandro Madrona, mittee about the Ombudsman 
role and that of (President маз given to China National Ma- course of the Senate inquiry in- Mendoza did not sign thelet- ethics committee chair, said ап case within five days after the 
Macapagal-Arroyo) was to con- chinery and Equipment Corp, tothe NBN contract. ter, “initial review" of the complaint ethics case had been filed. 
vince the Chinese government (CNMEC) withoura public bid- Ас yesterday's hearing on “You pretend that you donot would be conducted to deter- Pulido yesterday denied that 
to undertake the project which ding. the shelved NBN project, En- know government processes mine its validity as a “subject he was engaged in forum shop- 
shad been abandoned for more Тһе senator said the project rile scored De Venecia for the which I do not believe because matter" ping, noting that the congres- 
than 30 years.” was a patently commercial bumbling efforts of his "co- ifyouaredealingfor20yearsin In making the ruling, sional case against De Venecia 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile has transaction as described by the hort" to cover up for the thisline of business you'd know Madrona, a member of the ma- involved “a question of ethics" 
tagged De Venecia as the main University of the Philippines Speakers “aggressive lobby- every gamut of this business,” jority coalition, raised the possi- while the other one before the 
lobbyist for the project which, Law Centerin a study. ing” for his son's company, Enrile said. bility that the complaint might Ombudsman was criminal in 
he ‘said, was exorbitantly СММЕС does not have any Amsterdam Holdings Inc. Я backfire on Pulido. If ће com- nature, 
priced—$503 million for a 32- track record in railway con- (АНІ), to win the deal, Pulido complaint mittee finds the lawyer guilty of Pulido said he had not told 
kilometer railroad—and its struction as it is primarily a. Тһе administration senator Тһе Speaker has repeatedly misrepresentation, he may face the committee about the other 
terms skewed unfairly in favor trading firm selling construc- laughed off as “unbelievable” denied Pulido’s allegations and sanctions, including disbar- complaint because it was yet to 
of China, the loan source, tion machinery and electricity the testimony of AHI's Ernesto once said that the lawyer was ment, he said. inform him that it had taken jw 
3 pumps, Pimentel spid. “Sonny” Garcia who claimed on а “rampage” when he filed a risdiction overthe case, — 
Without public bidding "This constitutes а clear that he wrote а draft leter for series of complaints againsthim Forum shopping? “I haven't heard from the 
Pimentel said the Speaker breach of the Government Pro- the signature of Communica- and hisson. The lawmaker cited a media committee since I filed the 
should explainwhyhe brokered curement Reform Act,"he said. tions Secretary Leandro Men- — Thecomplaintstemmed from report that Pulido had also filed case,” he told the INQuiRER in à 
“fora company that would build Тһе law, he sald, stipulates doza on his own, without prod- the purported awarding of con- with the Ombudsman another phone interview. "I didn't even 
„the railroad at $15.72 million that projects like this should go ding from De Venecia. gressional franchises to the. complaint against the Speaker know that the committee had 
‘per kilometer when a similar through a compétitive public {I'm satisfied that, indeed, youngerDeVenecia’s Multi-Me- based on the congressional been organized and I didn't 
‘Project from Caloocan City to bidding “to enable the govern- things like this happen when Фа Telephony Inc, during his franchises purportedly award- know that there was a hearing." 
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3 Filipinas rescued 
from Malaysia sex den 


FILIPINAS WHO WERE FORCED 
to work as sex slaves in Malaysia 
were rescued last week through 
the efforts of the Office of the Vice 
President, the Philippine embassy 
in Kuala Lumpur, the Commission 
оп Overseas Filipinos and the Fil- 
ipino community there. 

The three women were pre- 
sented yesterday in a press con- 


names of the victims as Vina, Angel 
and Elsa to protect their identities, 
The three said they left the 
country on Nox. 2 after they were 
recruited by another Filipina to 
work as waitresses in Malaysia. 
He said the recuiter claimed to 
have connections with a Malay- 
sian immigration officer. 
According to the victims, they 
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sought by the victims. De Cas- 
“WORLD WINGS | tro, presidential adviser on 
OFWs, said the three claimed 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AND TOURS CORPORATION 
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ference by Vice President Noli 
de Castro whose help was 


never had a chance to check 
with Philippine government 
agencies on the status of re- 
cruiter because they were in a 
hurry. They left Manila for Zam- 
they were being made to work  boanga, then took a ferry to Ko- 
at an alleged sex denin Labuan. ta Kinabalu and Labuan. 

De Castro said the victims Ое Castro said the victims 
contacted their families here were then referred to a 
through mobile phones and in- Malaysian national who owns a 
formed them of their sufferings. karaoke lounge in Labuan, 
Their families, in turn, sought which is three hours away from 
the help of the Vice President. е Malaysian capital. Cynthia 

De Castro just gave the fist Р. Balana 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Notice is hereby given to the public that JT STARLINE VENTURES ("JT 
STARLINE"), pursuant to an Agreement with BIG DIPPER LASER SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY LIMITED ("BIG DIPPER”) of Shenzhen, China, is the 
exclusive and sole authorized importer and distributor in the Philippines of 
products manufactured and sold by BIG DIPPER, such as LASER DISPLAY and 
MOVING HEAD LIGHTING EQUIPMENTS under its corporate brands. 


JT STARLINE is presently in the process of gathering oral and documentary 
evidence against those who, without its authority, have been importing, 
distributing, and selling the above specified products along with doubtful and 
inferior quality products, to the damage and prejudice of its business, goodwill 
and proprietary rights, under the exclusive distributorship agreement. 


In this connection, stem WARNING is hereby given that any person, firm, 
corporation or entity unlawfully engaged in the parallel Importation, distribution 
and sale of the above stated products without written authority from JT 
STARLINE, including those importing, distributing and selling Inferior quality 
products using the brand “BIG DIPPER” and /or “SEVEN STARS” shall be 
prosecuted immediately for the appropriate criminal, civil, and/or administrative 
cases for unfair competition. 


Please send the necessary Information as to violation by erring parties of this 
warning, complete with details to LUMANIOG & ASSOCIATES LAW FIRM at tel. 
no. 749-6700 and fax no. 749-6699. Thereafter, you may claim special reward 
from JT STARLINE. 


The 2008 Gawad Sinop Awards 


Leadership and Excellence Deserve Recognition! 


Gawad Sinop Awards is an annual, nationwide search for outstanding achievers in supply managemer 


First conferred in 1994, the Foundation of the Society of Fellows in Supply Management (SOFSM) 


and the Philippine Institute for Supply Management (PISM) pay tribute to 


supply management professionals with commendable contribution in the practice of the profession. 


SUPPLY MANAGEMENT PRACTITIONER OF THE YEAR 


Ап annual, 


individual award that recognizes Supply Management practitioner 


who have exhibited outstanding achievements in the performance of the profession. 


SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS: 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN PURCHASING 


This award is presented to a purchasing practitioner with outstanding commitment 
to the profession of Purchasing by evidence of successful contribution to the bottom 
line as well as by support given to their collaborators in the field of 
Education and Training. 


AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN DEMAND AND REPLENISHMENT 


This award is presented to a demand and replenishment practitioner with 
outstanding commitment to the profession of demand and replenishment by 
evidence of successful contribution to the bottom line as well as by support given to 
their collaborators in the field of Education and Training. 


AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN LOGISTICS OPERATIONS 


This award is presented to logistics operations practitioner with outstanding 
commitment to the profession of logistics operations by evidence of 
successful contribution to the bottom line as well as by support given to 
their collaborators in the field of Education and Training. 


AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN CUSTOMER SERVICE 


This award is presented to а customer service practitioner with 
outstanding commitment to the profession of customer service by 
evidence of successful contribution to the bottom line as well as by 


support given to their collaborators in the field of Education and Training. 


CORPORATE AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN SUPPLY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 


This corporate award is designed to provide recognition to corporation 
leading and promoting supply management as a strategic contributor, 
and thus, enhance the profession їп the organization. 


It will recognize leadership and innovation in supply management and 


further the understanding and importance of supply management to 
business success. 


Nominations for the individual and/or corporate awards will have to be submitted to the 
Nomination and Screening Committee 


For individual award, information about the last two years career progress of the nominee, 
major contributions to the profession and significant accomplishments during the last two 
years of their career in supply management should be provided. For the corporate award, 
information on the significant supply chain development and/or best practices in their 
organization for the last two years should be provided. 


Nomination forms are now available at the PISM Secretariat. You may contact Liza Ranon 
at 634-5942; 634-5955; e-mail at liza@pism.org or visit us online at www.pism.org 


Deadline of submission is on or before January 11, 2008. Awarding will be on 
‘April 4, 2008 at Crowne Plaza Hotel, Ortigas. Send in your nominations now! 
piana 


Unit 1706-A East Tower Phil. Stock Exchange Centre, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
Tel. Nos: 634-5942; 634-5955; 638-4024 Fax №о: 634-6348 
E-mail secretariat@pism.org Website: www-pism.org, 
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SKAL AWARD. Henry Sy jr (second from left) receives on. eta oth father, Henry Sy Sr, the “Special Citation 
Tourism Personality Award for Mall, Hotel and Resort Industry" given by SKAL International-Makati, a chapter of the 
worldwide organization of top professionals in the travel and tourism industries. Looking on are (from left) Robert Lim 


Joseph, SKAL Makati president; Skal tourism scholar Ariane Ali 


and Roberto Hukom, SKAL Makati vice president. 


SKAL Makati recently celebrated its 26th anniversary and the I9th year of the Tourism Personality Awards. 


Retail magazine cites SM 


SM HAS BEEN NAMED THE 
Philippines’ top retailer by the trade 
magazine Retail Asia in its recent 
Тор 500 Awards held in Tokyo, 
Japan. This is the fourth straight 
year that SM has been cited by the 
regional magazine, which honored 
top retailers from 14 economies. 
“all our award winners are in 
many ways the crème dela crème of 
companies of the region,” said 
Steven HL Goh, executive chair of 
ithe Singapore-based Retail Asia 
1 Publishing PTE Ltd. “They embody 
{the many great attributes of best 
{ practices and success drivers in re- 
} tailing. We hope that they could in 
one way or another provide a source 
of inspiration for the many growing 
retail companies, big and small 
across the Asia-Pacific region." 
Other recipients of the Gold Award 
were Australia's Woolworths Limited, 
China's Соте Elecrical Appliances, 
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Hong Kong's The Dairy Farm Group. 
India’s Pantaloon Retail, Indonesia's 
Matahari, Japan's Seven & I Holding, 
and Malaysias ССН Retail. New 
Zealand's Foodstuff, Singapore's Dairy 
Farm, South Korea's Lotte Shopping, 
‘Taiwan's President Chain Store, Thai- 
land's CP Seven Eleven, and Vietnam's 
Saigon Co. were also on the list of star 
performers. 

With its new directions to be- 
come a customer-driven and result- 
oriented company that focuses on 
teamwork and the entrepreneurial 
spirit, SM’s Department Store chain 
is currently undertaking renovation 
works on its major stores to en- 
hance the shopping experience, SM 
said in a press statement. 

"We constantly innovate to give 
our customers in-store services be- 
yond their shopping needs," said SM 
Inc. president Teresita Sy-Coson. 

She said the new innovations in 
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store design will be evident in the 
stores at the SM Supermalls in North 
Edsa, Megamall, and Bacoor. The new 
design of the Megamall store departs 
from the usual mass merchandise set- 
up, targeting more upscale customers 
by offering better brands with empha- 
sison retail excitement. 

То date, SM has 31 department 
stores, 29 supermarkets, 9 hypermar- 
kets 37 appliance centers, 17 home 
stores 20 toy superstores, 31 fashion 
discount stores, 14 sports stores, two 
baby specialty stores, and four stores 
showcasing Philippines products. 

SM also has 34 ACE Hardware 
stores, a franchise of US Base ACE 
Hardware; and 169 Watsons stores, 
a joint ventures with the Hutchison- 
Whampoa Group of Hongkong. 
Marionnaud, an upscale cosmetics 
store affiliated with the AS Watsons 
Group, opened its first store at Mall 
of Asia last year. 
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Olongapo ‘mardi gras’ 
highlights Ad Congress 


ATHREE DAY "MAR- 
di Gras” WILL rol 
down Olongapo City 
streets for the dura- 
боп of the 20% 
Philippine Advertising 
Congress at the Subic 
Bay Freeport. 

Mayor James Gor- 
don Jr. said the mar- 
di gras will show- 
case the best of 
Olongapos enter- 
tainment circuit to 
some 5000 Ad 
Congress delegates 
and visitors who will 
converge on Subic 


and restaurants have 

started preparations 

forthe big event. 
Sammy del Rosario, 


"We are excited 
and ready to roll out 
the carpet of hospi- 
tality and warmth to 
our visitors" Del 
Rosario said. 
Gordon revealed 
thatthe last day of the 
Ad Congress will co- 


incide with the 15th 
anniversary. of the 
pullout of the US 
Navy from Subic and 
the creation of the 
Subic Bay Metropoli- 
tan Authority. 

This years Ай 
Congress theme, "The 


New Order” comple- 
ments the citys slo- 
gan, “Fighting for Ex- 
cellence,” Gordon 
said, pointing out this 
is the second time 
since 1993 Olongapo 
is hosting the Ай 
Congress, 


Republic of the Philippines 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
RA National Capital Region 
DY Inti Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 


сог. General Malvar SL, Malate, Manila. 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Nolice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office application's for Alien Employment Permits: 


Name and address of 
Company/Employer. 


APAC IC LAYOUT 
CONSULTANT, INC. 

Unit 1508 Richvile Corporate Tower, 
Ayala Alabang, Muntinlupa Ciy 


Name of Foreign 
NationaliCitizenship. _ 


Ромой ' 


Jerome Avondo 
American. 


Chairman ofthe. 
BoordiPresident 


‘CONNECTaB INC. 
28IF Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave., 
Makati Сау 


Technical Staff 


connecTE INC. 
2 Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Рага, 6819 Ayala Ave., 
Makati City 


Rong Pan 
Chinese 


Technical Statt 


CATALYST MICROFINANCE 
INVESTORS PHILIPPINES INC. 
Sute C, 15/F Stata 2000 Bido., 
F. Ortigas Jr. Rd., Ortigas Center, 
Pasig City 


Md. Abdur Rahim Sarker Manager/feam. 
Bangladeshi Member 


CATALYST MICROFINANCE 
INVESTORS PHILIPPINES INC. 
Suite C, ТЫР Strata 2000 В. 
F. Ortigas Jr. Rd., Ortigas Center, 
Pasig Ciy 


Md. Shahinur Rahman ManageriTeam 
Bangladeshi Member 


CATALYST MICROFINANCE 
INVESTORS PHILIPPINES INC. 
Sute С, 18 Stata 2000800. 
Е Ов J. Ra, Ores Center, 
Pasig Gay 


EMERSON NETWORK POWER 
(PHILIPPINES) INC. 

ТЕ King's Coun Bid. 

2129 China Roces Ave. Makati Ciy 


 OHSUNG TRAVEL & 

TOURS AGENCY, INC. 

Unt 13-8137 Plaza J. Escriva Drive, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


Md. Rokon Uzzaman 


Manages/Team 
Bangladeshi 


Member 


Managing Director 


Sunhee Kim 


Operations Manager 
Korean 


INEBHASTERS COM, INC. 
ZIIF Tycoon Center, Pearl Drive, 
Orügas Center, Pasig Cty 


WEPHONE ONLINE, INC. 
Uni, 21/F Stata 2000 Bg, 
Emerald Ае, Ortigas Center, 
Pasig Ciy 


Michael Sonderhoj 
Danish 


TT Director 


JiYoung Kim. 


General Manager 
Korean 


MASINLOC POWER PARTNERS 
co. LTD. 

"ZB Tower 2, The Enterprise Center, 
Ayala Ave., Makati Ciy 


CHEONG SOL ACADEMY 
CORPORATION 

Prime Center Bid. Prime Center St, 
Madngal Business Park, Ayala, 
Alebang, Muntinlupa Ciy 


Jasper Lisandro 
Camacho 
American 


Bo Young Lee 
(ийе of Cho) 
Korean 


‘General Manager 


NARA 9 NETWORK SYSTEM, INC. 
101 Quirino Ave., Baclaran, 
Paranaque City 


Mingcan Gao 


Assistant Manager 
Chinese 


NARA 9 NETWORK SYSTEM, INC. 
101 Quino Ave, Baclaran, 
Paranaque City 


Chuen Lam Hui 
Chinese 


Sales Consultant 


NARA 9 NETWORK SYSTEM, INC. 
101 Qurina Ave, Baclaran, 
Paranaque City 


Fung Yung Hung 


Supervisor 
Chinese 


NOOLIAN TRADING CORPORATION 
Uni 38K Peat ot the Orient Tower, 
1240 Roxas Bhd Ermita, Mania 


Thak Yun 


Marketing Manager 
Korean 


NOOLIAN TRADING CORPORATION 
Unit 38K Pear of the Опел! Tower, 
1240 Roxas Bd, Ermita, Mania 


Juvon Park. 
йе of Doo) 
Korean 


Qilin 
Chinese 


Managing Partner 


24HRS CAR CENTER CORP. 
8418 Sucat Rd, Goodwill 
Brgy. BF, Paranaque City 


Operation Manager 


BANGKOK GLOBAL PHILS, INC. 
Unt 604 Cityland 10 Tower 2, 

HAV. dela Costa cor. Valero Sis, 
Salcedo Vilage, Makali City 


Surachet Khanachareon 


Management 
Thai 


Consultant 


JUNBRY ENTERPRISES, INC. 
'BIF 139 Corporate Center, Valero SL, 
Salcedo Vilage, Makati Ciy 


Woo Young Lim 
Korean 


Soles and 
Operations Manager 


ҮОШ SEN MARINE EXPORT 
5 McDonough Ва, Quiino Ave., 
Tambo, Paranaque Ciy 


Tin Wai Kwok 
Chinese 


‘Technical Consultant 


INT'L GOLDEN RESOURCES 
INVESTMENTS & DEVELOPMENT 
CORP. 

U-1206-8 West Tower, 

Phil Stock Exchange, Exchange Rd, 
Ortgas Си, Pasig Ci 


AIT GAMING PRODUCTS TRADING 
Chengisayun В. 533 Quirino Ave, 
Tambo, Paranaque City 


ngniao Feng 


System Analyst 
Chinese 


Kentaro Azuma 
Japanese 


И you have any informatiorvobjection to the above mentioned application/s 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 


-Ol 


OIC, Regional Director 


тр Мааида) 


Message from the PNA President. 


SA UTAK NAKASALALAY, SIGLA AT PAG-ASA NG BUHAY 
National Neurology Week - Presidential Proclamation No. 1408 The PHA н б lead organization ol ope specialis desing wih he diseases 
evang he brara. spl cord. eres and tbc lets ae the varpus organs 
The dream was conceived in 2006. The purpose of having the National Neurology week is to heighten awareness 
‘and understanding of пе neurological nesses and ther sequelae, through effective heath education and optimal 
health promotion. Likewise, we hope this would pave the way for efficacious collaboration between the PNA, the DOH, 

the DSWD and other government and non-government sectors. 


The proposal for Execullve Order was drafted and through the whole-hearted support of Dr. Esperanza. 
Cabral, the proposal found lis way to Malacañang. A seres of hitches surfaced and then solutions seemingly 
presented themselves. Imagine, In the absence of Sec. Ermita, the one designated to sign in his behalf was п the 
{bby of Makati Medical Centeri Moreover, Press Secretary Bunye was Introduced to me. | seized the chance to seek 
for an endorsement! Even when the approval of Ihe proposal was nol yet a certainty, the Board of Governors was. 
preparing зіеліу for ts eventually. Just as when we were about о call of the preparations for a public prociamation, 
the Executive Order was signed by Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. The founding members, presidents, fellows and 
associate members were then Informed of the Proclamation No. 1408. 


‘There в also a very good reason why we should have this- R паз а unlying effect. Neurologist regardless 
cof any sub-specialty aflation wil gather and in unison wil proclaim our commitment to be of service tothe FTipino 
people. 
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2007 PNA Board t Govemors, Dr Raque! M. Alvarez (president), Johney 
K Lolan (уке present), Gorey Т. Robert (яктову), Guero C. G. 
"incest (reasurer) Drs. Каш T. Gardaya, Hering Н. Gan, Annette 
D. G- outta (бов! of directors), and Raymond L- Rosales (омты 
past president). 


PHILIPPINE NEUROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 


WHO IS A NEUROLOGISTS? 
‘A neurologist is a doctor with specialized training in diagnosing, treating 
‘and managing disorders of the brain, spinal cord, nerves and muscles. 


Pediatric neurologists are doctors with specialized training in Y MALACANANG 
children's neurological disorders- Manila 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES 
PROCLAMATION NO. 1405 


DECLARING THE PERIOD FROM NOVEMBER 12 TO 17, 2007, AS 
"NATIONAL NEUROLOGY WEEK" 


WHEREAS, the Philippine Neurological Association is the lead organization 
dealing with the disease of the nervous system and is dedicated to the pursuit of excellence 
in the delivery neurological care, education and research for the promotion of health and 
well-being 


‘a A — 


WHEREAS, there is a need to have a heightened awareness and understanding 
ofthe neurological iiness and its sequelae, through effective health education and optimal 
health promotion; 


WHEREAS, in order to improve the information drive on neurological illnesses and 
the accessible care that can help those afflicted, it is proper to commemorate a "National 
Neurology Week that will benefit the numerous patients nationwide from the simultaneous 
‘outreach activities to be done in identified communities in the country, such as provision of 
neurological services, conduct of scientific activities and other advocacy programs; 


NOW, THEREFORE, 1, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of the 
Republic of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested іп me by law, do hereby declare. 
November 12-17, 2007 as the “National Neurology Week’ 


Active muiti-sector involvement, primarily form the Department of Health, 
Department of Social Welfare and Development and the different non-government sectors, 
together with the Philippine Neurological Association, is hereby urged to ensure success 
of this commemoration, 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of 
the Republic of the Philippines to be affixed. 


DONE in the city of Manila, this 30th day of October; in the year of our Lord, Two 
‘Thousand and Seven, 


n fug 
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PNA to celebrate its Coral Anniversary 


For 35 years, the state of Philippine Neuroscience has aimed its excellence in its Р 55 

field, and there is no better way to commemorate this brilliance by way of a scientific annual £ 

convention. Phitppiné Neurological Association SC 

The Philippine Neurological Association will be holding its 29th annual convention at 248 à een 

the Xavier Estates in Cagayan de Oro (CDO) from November 21 to 24, 2007. i BY” Basi Пононйәр 
А fO Peine Ncsrsaeic 

The annual event, with its theme “Philippine Neuroscience: A 35-Year Odyssey in : 

Achieving Quality Education, Research and Healthcare Delivery’, will showcase the value 

of neuroscience education with a well-balanced program designed for the PNA fellows, its 

members and guests during the convention. 


The conference will boast of Post-graduate courses in both Adult and Pediatric 
Neurology, Plenary sessions on Movement Disorder, Neurobehavioral Issues, Stroke and 
Critical Care. Moreover, the event will be punctuated by the 5th Gilberto L. Gamez Memorial 
Lecture, plus the inclusion of the Neuroscience Collaboration and Neurology Crossfire. 


Invited guests from the ASEAN neuroscience community will also talk on the 
prevalent neurological issues in their respective countries. A session on Contemporary Issues 
in Neuroscience, which will focus on “pre-operative risk assessment of patients with stroke, 
epilepsy and neuromuscular disorders" will be an innovative addition in this year's education 


program. vem 


Quoi atten Research ейди әгә Delivery. 


The backdrop of the convention will be the exciting and picturesque Cagayan de Oro. 
It should be challenging for the delegatés to enjoy and appreciate the host of activities the 
“City of Golden Friendship” is best known for. 
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Saguisag wanted GMA 
to take stand in coup trial 


ByD] Yap 


LAWYER RENE SAGUISAG WAS IN THE 
midst of efforts to get President Macapagal- 
Arroyo to appear at the coup d'etat trial of 
the junior military officers accused in the 
2003 Oakwood mutiny when he met the 
road accident in Makati City on Nov. 8. 

The accident at the intersection of Osmefia 
Highway and Arnaiz Avenue killed his wife 
Dulce and injured their driver Felipe Calvario 
and dance instructress Rhea Obong. 

Saguisag now lies їп the intensive care unit 
ofthe Makati Medical Center where he under- 
‘went three medical procedures on Monday. 

“Нез doing very well,” said Dr. Eric Nubla, 
chief of MMC's patient relations office. 

"Attorney Saguisag is resting in his ICU 
room and remains in stable condition after un- 
dergoing preventive procedures,” a medical 
bulletin issued yesterday by Nubla said. 

“The procedures included a tracheotomy which 
put Saguisag back on respirator support after he 
experienced difficulty breathing on his own. 

"The other procedures involved replacement 
ofthe chest tube that drains fluid from his left 
lung and the insertion of a caval filter to re- 
move blood dots in his lower extremities 

Saguisag’s driver, Felipe Calvario, on the 
other hand, has been in a regular room since 
Sunday and is scheduled to begin physical 
therapy soon, Nubla said. 


THE DAuY 
GosPEL 


‘Thursday, November 22, 2007 
33rd Week in Ordinary Time 
Cecilia 
Ist Reading: 1 Mac 2:15-29 
Gospel: Luke 19:41-44 

When Jesus had come in sight of the city, he 
‘wept over it and said, “If only today you knew 
the ways of peace! But now your eyes are held 
from seeing. Yet days will come upon you 
when your enemies will surround you with 
barricades and shut you in and press on you 
from every side. And they will dash you to the 
ground and your children with you, and leave 
mota stone within you, for you did not recog- 
nize the time and the visitation of your God." 
Commentary 

Mattathias and his sons, as leaders in the 
community are urged to disobey so that the peo- 
ple will follow and so that they will be friends of 
the king, given bribes and will eventually be- 
come rich. But he refuses. And һе kills someone 
who breaks the covenant and he also kills the 
messenger of the king. This is not faithfulness, 
but politica/religious war/revolt. It may be 
seal, but it is misplaced. To preserve his life, he 
{flees into the desert along with his sons and sev- 
eral others. This is the earlier covenant, ancient 
history with primitive responses to equally 
harsh and brutal powers. But it is not anything 
like Jesus’ response to such violence (the Romans 
occupying Israel throughout his lifetime). Jesus, 
the prophet and the obedient servant of God, 
weeps over the city of Jerusalem who slaughters 
the prophets (much lke the twisted zeal of those 
who think that killing their enemies makes them 
acceptable to God). The result will be destruction 
and more killing. Those who belong to God in Je- 
зиз must weep and mourn but not harm anyone 
else no matter what happens in history. 


laretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
lage, Diliman, Quezon City, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon City; Tel: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; 
E-mail: cci@claret org: Websites: lttp//wwwbible. 
Чоң ^ (Claretian Publications) & 
tp/Zwwwdarerphilippinesorg (Crean Mis- 


sionariesin the Philippines) 


‘The doctor said the rehabilitation was to 
ensure Calvario would be in good physical 
condition when he regains full consciousness. 

"It will be gradual. On the first day he will 
do basic exercises. It will be passive, or the 
physiotherapist will be doing it for him,” 
Nubia said. 

Earlier, Dr. Victor Alvarez, the neurosur- 
geon looking after Saguisag and Calvario, said 
the driver was not yet completely awake. 

"He moves and opens his eyes but he 
doesn't recognize people,” he said. 

А Makati City judge had rejected Saguisag’s 
plea for a subpoena to be issued to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo in the Oakwood case, and 
the former senator was in the process of appeal- 
ing the decision when the accident happened 
where a dump truck rammed into the Saguis- 
ags уап at the intersection in the early moming. 

‘Saguisag’s son, Rebo, himself a lawyer, has 
appealed to Judge Oscar Pimentel to postpone 
the hearings until his father was better. 

"It is a very sensitive issue that only he can 
handle,” Rebo said in an interview in the ММС 
lobby on Monday. 

“Зо we are hoping for the understanding of 
the court, and we do believe the judge will see 
merit in our urgent motion,” he added. 

In the urgent motion dated Nov. 12, Saguis- 
ags client, 1st Lt. Nathaniel Rabonza, sought 
the postponement of his lawyer's presentation. 
of evidence to February or March 2008. 
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Swift justice costs money — SC 


IF YOU WANT A 
faster and secure 
justice system, don't 
scrimp on funds for 
the judiciary. 

Chief Justice Rey- 
nato Puno has urged 
Congress to give a 
bigger chunk of the 
national budget to 
the Supreme Court 
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to make the courts 
run more smoothly. 
Puno said the 
Supreme Court only 
gets “8 percent of 
the national bud- 
get"at present. 
Speaking at a 
briefing at a Unesco 
meeting last Mon- 
day, Puno said the 


high court asked 
Congress for P4 bil- 
lion more, but was 
not granted its wish. 

Congress has only 
given the Supreme 
Court P10.34 billion 
їп the 2008 alloca- 


tions, he said. In 2007, the 

At .84 percent of Supreme Court bud- 
thenationalbudget, get was 87 percent of 
itis the lowest bud- the total budget of 
get allocation in re- P1.12 trillion, and in 
cent years, the high previous years, it was 
courts public infor- over one percent, it 
mation office said. said. Kristine L. Alave 
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result of the changes in [its] leader- 
ship.” 

Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya 
Jr. said the purported irregularities 
that compromised the soft loan were 
a result of flaws in the World Bank's 
Own procurement system. 

"Assuming it's true, we see it as the 
best opportunity for the Philippine 
government and the World Bank to 
strengthen their relationship. The 
corruption that they're referring to, 
it’s because of their system, not ours," 
Andaya said on the sidelines of a 
press briefing on the government's 
latest fiscal report. 

“It’s their system that allowed an 
alleged rigging or collusion of bid- 
ders,” he said. 

In a separate press conference, 
Public Works Secretary Hermogenes 


Ebdane Jr. said the situation was “not 
as bad" as it seemed. 

"There have been many reports 
that the World Bank had disapproved 
the loan,” Ebdane observed. He 
stressed that the World Bank had only 
set aside discussions on the second 
phase of the Philippines’ National 
Road Improvement and Management 
Program (NRIMP) until the agency's 
investigators came up with а final re- 
port on the issue. 

He expressed hope that the inquiry 
would yield positive results. 


Collusion, overprice 

Jim Adams, World Bank vice presi- 
dent for the East Asia and Pacific Re- 
gion, had earlier cited “strong signs of 
collusion and excessive pricing” to 
justify the deferment. 

In response, Malacafiang had said 
it would seek a reconsideration of 
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the agency's decision. But it also 
said the Arroyo administration was 
open to local funding or loans from 
other multilateral donor agencies to 
complete the road projects before 
2010. 3 

In a phone call late yesterday, Re- 
monde said Adams had issued a 
statement from Washington early in 
the day saying: "During the first 
phase of the [NRIMP], the govern- 
ment made major progress toward 
putting in place a modern, transpar- 
ent and accountable national road 
management system." 

Adams said 90 percent of the pro- 
ject goals was achieved in the Philip- 
pines: 382 kilometers of roads were 
builtor upgraded and 975 km of ex- 
isting roads resurfaced and main- 
tained. But in 2003, “signs of pro- 
curement problems” in the first 
phase of the NRIMP were identified. 


“The rejected contracts, worth 
$33 million, representing about 10 
percent of the total project cost, 
were never financed by the World 
Bank," he said. 

According to Remonde, Adams 
said in the statement that “the 
World Bank continues to support 
the Philippines and remains actively 
engaged with government and civil 
society on strengthening gover- 
nance and fighting corruption." 

Thus, Remonde said, the Arroyo 
administration and the World Bank 
were "continuing to address the 
common issues together." 

This was what World Bank Philip- 
pines ^ spokesperson Leonora 
Aquino-Gonzales said in a state- 
ment: 

“I think a lot has been said by the 
World Bank yesterday (Monday) 
and the [Philippine] government to- 
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day (Tuesday). And every- 
thing has happened so fast and 
loads of information [on] this 
issue and project have been 
putin the public arena. 

"At this time, the World 
Bank and the government con- 
tinue to work together to ana- 
lyze the information received 
to help us move forward with 
our engagement.” 


Ombudsman 

Finance Secretary Margari- 
to Teves said that on the side- 
lines of the International Mon- 
etary Fund-World Bank annual 
meetings in April, he was 
briefed about the inquiry then 
being conducted by the bank's 
internal investigations unit, 
the Department of Institution- 
al Integrity (INT). 

Teves said he had asked the 
INT to proceed with its inquiry 
and to involve the Philippines" 
Ombudsman in the process. 

“I suggested we get the Om- 
budsman involved because [it 
is] the body that could be con- 
strued as fair and [it is] 
clothed with independence 
because [it is] a constitutional 
body. So that was taken into 
account," Teves said. 

He said the Ombudsman 
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establishment of a civil societ 
led "Road Watch" group to pro- 
mote transparency and integri- 
ty in the bidding for road pro- 
jects. 

In a phone interview, former 
Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero 
Pichay Jr. said road projects 
were indeed laced with corrup- 
tion, but blamed foreign con- 
tractors for the deferment of the 
World Bank loan. (See banner 
story on Page A1.) 

Pichays former turf covers 
the Marihatag-Barobo, Tagbi- 
na-Hinatuan section in Surigao 
del Sur, one of three projects in 
the National Road Improve- 
ment and Management Pro- 
gram where there had been a 
failure of bidding 

According to Pichay, Chinese 
and other foreign bidders were 
to blame for the “collusion” cit- 
ed by the World Bank. 

He said’ the road projects 
were “relatives of NorthRail,” 
referring to the allegedly over- 
priced rail project obtained 
through a concessional loan 
from China and awarded to а 
Chinese government sub- 
sidiary. 

The $503-million NorthRail 
project, which spans about 80 
kilometers, is considered a flag- 
ship project of the Arroyo ad- 
ministration. It is intended to 
boost economic growth in Cen- 
tral Luzon. 


Narrowing options 

Pimentel said that after years 
of failing to act on worsening 
corruption, Ms Arroyo now had 
“narrowing” options. 

“She must address the cor- 
ruption issue that has been uni- 
versally condemned by finan- 
cial institutions on whom we re- 
ly for all kinds of support in 
time of need. The message is for 
her to shape up or ship out,” 
said Pimentel, one of the signa- 
tories to a manifesto calling for 
the resignation of both Ms Ar- 
royo and Vice President Noli de. 
Castro and the holding of 
"snap" elections. 

Sen. Loren Legarda said her 
committee on economic affairs 
would likely look into the real 
causes of the deferment of the 
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Approved budget ceiling 

In its report on the defer- 
ment of the loan, the World 
Bank cited procurement prob- 
lems that had led to the failure 
of the bidding for three road 
projects. 

These were the Mari- 
hatag-Barobo, Tagbina-Hinatuan 
section in Surigao del Sur, and 
the San Enrique-Valle Hermosa 
Road and  Kabancalan-Basay 
Road, both in Negros Occidental. 

"Among the issues to be re- 
solved is the compliance with 
the approved budget ceiling 
(ABC), as required by the 
World Bank,” Ebdane said. 

He said each of the bids in 
question was above the ABC, 
thus leading to the eventual 
failure of the bidding process. 

But Ebdane said the World 
Bank had recently approved a 
project with a bid amount that 
‘was above the ABC. 

“We are crossing our fingers 
that the World Bank would de- 
cide in favor of the loan be- 
cause foreign-funded projects. 
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No surprise 

Renato Reyes Jr, secretary 
general of the militant Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan, said the 
deferment of the World Bank 
loan was not surprising. 

"The move of the World Bank 
merely affirms what we already 
know—that many public works 
projects in the Philippines are 
tainted with corruption," Reyes 
said in a statement. 

“fa foreign multilateral lend- 
ing agency like the World Bank 
can take notice of these shady 
deals, the Arroyo administration 
must really be pushing the thresh- 
old of corrupt practices," he said. 

Reyes pointed out that this 
was not the first time a road 
project in the Philippines was 
revealed to be overpriced. 

"We remember the infamous 
Р11-ЫШоп Diosdado Macapa- 
gal Boulevard, which was con- 
sidered the most expensive 
stretch of road on earth ... The 
case is still pending with the 
Sandiganbayan," he said. 

Reyes called on donor coun- 
tries to "rethink their aid" to the 
Arroyo administration, saying 
“the perception that aid goes to 
the pockets of some unscrupulous 
officials" was a "cause for alarm." 


Meddling 

Pichay, however, chided 
World Bank officials for suppos- 
edly meddling in the Philip- 
pines internal affairs. 

“The practice of the World 
Bank allowing foreign contrac- 
tors to participate in bidding pro- 
cesses is actually a violation of 
the Constitution, so we've been 
doing this illegal practice for a 
long time,” he said, adding: 

“Ies as if the World Bank is 
dictating on us. The money is 
not a grant, but a loan that will 
be paid by every Filipino tax- 
payer. Thats why we should 
maintain our sovereignty over 
these [bidding] activities." 

Pichay also said he would 
prefer “а bidding run like hell 
by Filipinos rather than a bid- 
ding run like heaven by foreign 
contractors.” With reports 
from Michael Lim Ubac and 
Jerome Aning 


are not bound by local laws that 
mandate bidding to stay within the 
approved budget for contracts,” he 
said. 

Ebdane said he later decided to 
cancel the bidding “to remove the 
root cause of the problem” and look 
for local funding. 

“Beggars cannot be choosers. We 
are really not in any position to de- 
mand anything because we are the 
ones requesting the funds,” he said. 


Palace inquiry 

Ina separate interview, Presiden- 
tial Legal Counsel Sergio Apostol 
said Malacafiang ordered its own in- 
vestigation as a result of Ebdane's 
statement that he had “ordered the 
cancellation [of the bidding] be- 
cause he's convinced of rigging 

The investigation being spear- 


headed by Remonde, chair of the 
Palacecreated — Pro-Performance 
Monitoring Team, is necessary to 
obtain evidence, Apostol said. 

He said the result of the investiga- 
tion would have to be filed with the 
Office of the Ombudsman. 

But Ebdane said the second phase 
of the NRIMP—which entails the 
construction and rehabilitation of 
1,102 km of roads—was very “im- 
portant and immediate.” 

“We are looking into local funding 
from the road users’ tax to start ће 
second phase,” Ebdane said, adding 
that the Department of Public Works 
and Highways had a P900-million 
budget to start the program in 
2008. 

“Insofar as delays are concerned, 
we have been delayed by three years 


„because of the World Bank's chang- 


ollater 


ing requirements," he said, adding 
that the projects announced by Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo in her State 
of the Nation Address had been af- 
fected. 


“Punching bag’ 

As far as Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez is concerned, the govern- 
ment, through Teves, should ask the 
World Bank to, clarify the basis for 
the deferment of the loan. 

“I think the secretary of finance, 
who attends World Bank meetings, 
can raise that issue on behalf of the 
Philippine government. I think he 
should. Its unfair. We cannot allow 
ourselves to be the punching bag of 
any international [agency]," Gonza- 
lez told reporters. 

“The issues of graft and corrup- 
tion are worldwide, except that we 
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are the most notorious in flagellat- 
ing ourselves so that the interna- 
tional community makes conclu- 
sions based on what we ourselves 
say to the world about us," he said. 
He also pointed out that "the in- 
ternational community continues to 
help Sudan, Nigeria and some other 
countries where corruption is." 


Not sacrosanct 

Gonzalez likewise said the World 
Bank was not "sacrosanct." 

“[Its] president had to resign be- 
cause of his girlfriend ... That is cor- 
ruption itself,” he said in reference 
to Paul Wolfowitz who resigned 
midyear as a result of a controversy 
over the reported high salary that he 
had arranged for his girlfriend, a 
World Bankemployee. With a re- 
port from Leila B. Salaverria 
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Radical shift 


|WICE IN A SPAN OF 15 YEARS, FILIPINOS DROVE 
their president out of office. In both instances, cor- 
ruption was a key issue. (It was the main issue 
against Joseph Estrada, but it was compounded by hu- 
man rights abuses and electoral fraud in the case of Fer- 
dinand Marcos.) But despite so many corruption scan- 
dals sprouting all over the place today, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo appears destined to 
EDITORIAL complete her regular six-year term in 
2010. Have Filipinos perhaps gone 

soft on corruption? 

Not at all, if public sentiments can be used as a guide. 
According to the latest survey done by Pulse Asia, 34 per- 
cent of Filipinos thought that if there was “strong evi- 
dence” that a president or a member of the family was in- 
volved in graft and corruption, he or she should resign. 
Aside from those who required strong evidence, a total of 
59 percent, or three out of every five, thought that being 
linked directly or indirectly (through a member of the 
family) to corruption and tolerating corruption among 
government officials are sufficient grounds for a presi- 
dents resignation. 

‘The survey was done in October, amid the Senate in- 
vestigation of the NBN-ZTE scandal and revelations 
about the distribution of cash to congressmen and gov- 
ernors right inside Malacafiang, heightening public 
awareness of the corruption issue. And apparently no 
опе among the people surveyed considered corruption ^ AFTER THE SERIES OF BROWNOUTS LAST 
to be an acceptable practice, even if, as Lee Kuan Yew April, I wrote a column about the cause of the 
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once famously said, it has become a way of life in the 


Philippines. 


But more than just signaling their disapproval, a signif- 
icant majority indicated that they were willing to do cer- 
tain things that would force а corrupt president to resign. 
Presented with several possible courses of action (allow- 
ing for multiple choices), 61 percent said they would sign 
petitions calling for the resignation or removal of the 
president, while 28 percent said they would discuss the 
matter with friends. An equal number said they would 
speak at rallies (27 percent) and/or join rallies and 
marches (26 percent), But 25 percent said that, beyond 
the protest marches and rallies, they were ready to do 
whatever was “necessary” to force an erring president out 


of office. 


^. Pulse Asia seemed to play down the last statistic, saying 
“only one in four Filipinos expressed willingness to do 
whatever is necessary to accomplish their objective.” It 
interpreted this as an indication that “most Filipinos are 
inclined not to take drastic measures to have a president 
resign or be removed from office.” 
Even more ominously, this statistic may actually reveal 
a significant radicalization of public opinion. A February 
2006 survey by Pulse Asia showed only 6 percent wanted 
President Macapagal-Arroyo removed by a coup or for- 
eign intervention, while fully 40 percent abhorred such 
military adventurism, saying a coup was most adverse to 
the country's interest. If 25 percent now approve of any 
means—and would in fact do whatever is necessary—to 
remove a corrupt president, are we perhaps seeing a very 
disturbing and dangerous shift in public attitudes toward 


military intervention? 


We certainly hope not. But if that is what is happening 
now, then the Arroyo administration and its allies have 
only themselves to blame for it. Such a shift could only be 


brownouts and the alleged emergency pur- 
chases of overpriced coal by the National Pow- 
er Corp. (Napocor) for its power plants. Subse- 
quently, a coalition of non-government organi- 
zations filed with the Ombudsman graft 
charges against top officials of Napocor for 
overpricing, and that column was used as one 
of the exhibits. Because of that column Napoc- 
or wrote me to explain the purchases. They 
were neither “overpriced” nor “emergency 
purchases,” it said and requested that its expla- 
nation be published. To be fair to Napocor, we 
are doing just that: 

“All our fuel purchases, including our coal 
procurement,” Napocor said, “are done through 
biddings and in strict compliance with Republic 
Act 9184 (or the Government Procurement 
Law) and with the rules and regulations of the 
Inter-Agency Government Procurement Policy 
Board. These built-in checks effectively prevent 
NPC from awarding any contract to any suppli- 
erif the price involved is disadvantageous to the 
government. 

“As for the alleged overpricing, our accusers 
have been saying that we bought coal for USS84 
per metric ton, when the regular market price of 
coal is only between 05520-05530 per MT. This 
is actually misleading because the lower price 
that these accusers are citing is based on the 
Asian Coal Index (ACD, which does not apply at 
all to the coal that NPC needs for its power 
plants. Our accusers also conveniently forgot to 
mention the heating value of the coal that can 
be bought for US$20-US$30 per MT. This is cru- 
cial because our power plants are designed to 
run on coal that have specific heating values de- 
rived from specific sources (e.g., some of our 
plants can only run on coal imported from Aus- 
tralia, while others use coal from China and In- 
donesia. Only the Calaca coal-fired power plant 
can run on local coal). 

“Аз to prices, coal procurement must be 
based only on the Barlow-Jonker Qinhuang- 
dao, and Newcastle coal indices for NPC's par- 


Neal H. Cruz 


Чсшаг requirements. Unfortunately, these 
three indices have shot up this year due to sev- 
eral factors (e.g., strong typhoons, the collapse 
of some coal mines, etc.) all of which are be- 
yond NPC's control. 

“Compounding the problem is an unusually 
high demand for coal worldwide, particularly 
from steel plants and from countries like China 
and India. In short, coal prices are relatively 
high because of the tight supply and the in- 
creasing demand. Further, the rise in freight 
costs has come at the worst possible time for 
importers who have to struggle with current 
high coal prices. Baltic dry index; which mea- 
sures the strength of seaborne trade for goods, 
has been setting new records daily for several 
weeks and is likely to keep climbing through 
the end of the year. Freight rates are being 
driven by the lack of bulk ships due to in- 
creased demand by expanding economies like 
China and India not only for coal but also for 
iron. Therefore, the lack of bulk ships is push- 
ing the prices of coal even higher. 

“At any rate, the 05584 per MT price being 
bandied about by our detractors refers to the 
approved budget for the coal supply of the 
Masinloc power plant. Please understand that 
this figure already includes freight, or the cost 
of transporting the coal from its country of ori- 
gin. Using the Plans index as of March 30, 2007, 
importing coal from China would cost 
'USS64.50 FOB (Freight on Board) per MT, and 
10555420 FOB if sourced from Australia. If 
freight costs of around 05525-08530 per MT 
were added, prices should have been 5584 рег 
MT. The bid offers we received from Hunter Val- 
ley an Australian supplies, were US$78.95 per 


well within the approved budget, and as. such 
were deemed acceptable to NPC. 

“As for the US$20-US$30 per MT coal price 
cited by our accusers, clearly this figure does 
not include freight or shipping costs. It is also 
safe to assume that coal at this price level is of 
poor quality, and thus cannot be used to oper- 
ate the Masinloc plant, which was designed to 
use only high-quality coal 

"Our detractors also alleged that the coal 
supply for Masinloc was bought through an 
emergency purchase. Again, this is simply not 
true, because government procurement rules 
require us to forecast our fuel requirements 
one year in advance. In the case of our coal- 
fired power plants, we made our projections as 
early as May 2006. Unfortunately, Masinloc 
was not included in that forecast because the 
plant was supposed to be privatized and 
Turned over to its new owner by June 2006. 
When'the transfer did not take place, we had 
хо wait for directions from the Power Sector 
Assets & Liabilities Management Corp. as to 
‘whether the Masinloc plant will be re-bid. 

“Please note that NPC resorts to alternative 
modes of procurement after regular biddings 
have failed. As for the ‘negotiated procure- 
ment’ used in the purchase of Masinloc’s coal 
supply this із also allowed under RA 9184. Un- 
der this procurement mode, NPC solicits ten- 
ders from at least three existing suppliers of 
good standing. In fact, the only difference be- 
tween a public bidding and a negotiated pro- 
curement is that the procedure is cut short in 
the latter's case, as no publication prior to sub- 
mission of bids is necessary. For transparency 
and as required by the procurement law, all in- 
vitations to bid as well as awards, whether un- 
der negotiated procurement or public bidding, 
are posted in NPC's website. The Energy Exe- 
com, as chaired by the Energy Secretary, is also 
regularly apprised of NPC's fuel situation. 

“We hope this explanation will enlighten 
your millions of readers.” 


а product of frustration over the breakdown of the only 
legal process for removing a sitting president, which is 
impeachment. And this breakdown was engineered by 
the administration itself, employing the weight of its 


Once upon a time 


overwhelming majority in the House of Representatives. 

But before military adventurists and their sponsors get 
any funny ideas, they should remember that attitudes 
revealed in surveys do not always get translated into ac- 
Чоп, Otherwise, the 26 or 27 percent who said they 
would join marches or even speak in rallies could have 
already launched two dozen Edsas, and they have not 
despite the series of corruption scandals rocking the ad- 
ministration. 

That should come as cold comfort for the administra- 
Чоп or, worse, serve as a temptation for people in govern- 
ment to carry on like graft and corruption is nobody's 
business but their own. 
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ҮМ GLAD ALEX ROSARIO CONTINUES TO 
put up a "COD" display every Christmas, a tra- 
dition he has maintained for 50 years now. 
"COD," a thriving department store once, has 
long gone, falling by the wayside in the wake 
of fierce competition berween giants to put up 
huge department stores in huger malls. There. 
was a time when Christmas wasn't Christmas 
without the COD display: You knew the season 
had officially begun when the lights that illu- 
minated the display began blinking in the 
night. It was one of those times when you took 
akinder view of commerce. 

Ies a magical tradition Rosario has launched 
into this world. I caught brief glimpses of the 
mount in Avenida Rizal ages ago when I used 
to descend there on weekends in my college 
years. The major movie houses and bookstores 
were there, the street was a treasure trove of 
wonder and delight. Later in the 1970s, the 
COD at Cubao became a regular pilgrimage 
site on Christmas, particularly on Sundays, 
when us provincial folk from the wilds of 
Marikina would make luwas to the ciudad to 
see the bright lights. By then Cubao had mor- 
phed from open space, where the “salvaged” 
were deposited in the tall grass and where only 
the Araneta Coliseum stood proud and tall to 
proclaim civilization to all and sundry, into the 
‘commercial Mecca of Quezon City. 

The only discomfiting part of that yearly 
Christmas pilgrimage was going back to Mariki- 
та, when the jeepneys would be crowded to the 
rafters—or to steps, a tangle of arms and legs 
flying outward, clothes flapping in the wind like 
billowed sail—and a passenger plunged into al- 
coholic stupor, his breath sending a stench into 
the already oxygen-depleted air inside the jeep- 
ney and himself pressing on your side like a 
dead weight. I didn't complain too vigorously, 
other than when I was clutching my daughter 
who was just a year old then, trying to protect 
her from the crunch. I knew I myself had con- 
tributed a deadly fume or two into that amo- 
sphere on the occasion when I had imbibed a lit 
tle too much on the day God rested. 


THERE’S 
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But the display was worth it. It wasn't mere- 
ly that it was free, though that wasn't a bad 
deal for people who counted their coins for bus 
and jeepney fare. This was a time when gaso- 
line prices weren't all that bad, norwithstand- 
ing that Opec, having banded together as a car- 
tel to protect their Allah-given resource, had 
sent them rocketing early in the decade. 
Movies were cheap, and you could indulge ina 
bowl of overflowing mami at Charlie's (1 miss 
that place) afterward for a price that wouldn't 
make a great dent in your pocket. 

But more than that, the COD display was 
free, it was care-free, or made you feel зо. It was. 
опе of those things that brought back the magic 
of Christmas, which was really that it brought 
back the boy, or girl, in you. You looked at the 
world from the eyes of а child again, either be- 
cause you quite literally had brought a child 
along with you and had enough empathy, or 
imagination, to attempt to grasp a world burst- 
ing with color with her puny senses, or because 
you yourself were thrown back to the days 
‘When the perya came to town on the fiesta and 
pitched camp there for the week, promising to 
unravel wonder and mystery, grotesquerie and 
magic, before your eyes. 

Every years COD theme always came as a 
surprise and, more often than not, a pleasant 
one. Those years being my activist years, I was 
of course partial to the Filipino Christmas, 
which looked not unlike the slice-of-life collages 
of Larry Alcala. But I didn't complain violently 
either when COD went White Christmas. It 
wasn't just because it brought bittersweet flash- 
es of recollection of elementary-school days 
‘when we put cotton on Christmas trees to simu- 


late snow (1 nearly bumed down à tree by 
putting a match to the cotton to see how fast it 
"would burn, only to discover it burned really 
fast) and listened to radio pour out Bing Crosby. 
Tt was also because I figured, what the heaven, 
Christmas was a Western idea anyway, a dark- 
skinned Jewish carpenter and his wife and son 
having been turned into blond-and-blue-eyed 
WASPs in depictions of the Nativity scene. 

The story, or myth, or archetype, however 
you want to call it, went beyond the trappings, 
and in moments of magic gave the bedraggled 
soul to feel its worth. 

This year’s theme is “Once Upon a Christmas 
Dream,” and the tableau that goes with it seems 
quite a splendid one, to go by the picture that 
graced our front page last Sunday. The only 
thing that marred that picture was Erap on the 
foreground. I remembered how last year (or 
was it the other year?) GMA also appeared in a 
life-sized Nativity scene. Surely there's a differ- 
ence between tapestry and travesty? There 
ought to be limits to Christian charity and 
Christmas compassion. The message of Christ- 
mas after all is about a God who gave up power 
to become one of the poorest of the poor and 
not about petty thieves who live for power and 
‘want to count among the richest of the rich. 

But that’s another story, l'm glad that at 83, 
Rosario is still at it. Indeed, 'm glad that at that 
age, he's still as fit as a fiddle, having no known 
serious affliction. I don't know that his condi- 
tion is related in any way to what he's been do- 
ing for the last 50 years, which has gladdened 
the heart of many a kid, from one to ninety-two. 
Tm not knocking miracle or grace, and there's 
always the therapy or sense of wellbeing that 
giving back to others for one’s blessings brings. 

I wish I could say its a condition that natu- 
rally goes with not being greedy, but I look at 
most men and women in public office today 
who threaten to live forever and 1 know thats 
not true. I wish they'd be put on conspicuous 
display on Christmas carrying signs that say, 
“Cash on Delivery.” 

Now, wouldn't that out-COD COD? 
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COPENHAGEN—IT'S POSSIBLE TO SEE, RIGHT 
now, what global warming will eventually do to 
the planet, To peek into the future, all we have to 
do is go to Beijing, Athens, Tokyo, or, in fact, just 
about any city on Earth. 

‘Most of the world’s urban areas have already 
experienced, over the past few decades, far more 
dramatic temperature hikes than the 2.6°C-in- 
crease expected from global warming over the 
next hundred years. 

Ies simple enough to understand. On a hot day 
in New York, locals sprawl out on the grass fields 
of Central Park, not on asphalt parking lots or 
concrete sidewalks. Bricks, concrete, and as- 
phalt—the building blocks of which cities are 
made—absorb much more heat from the sun than 
vegetation does in the countryside. Across an en- 
tire city, there's much more tarmac than there is 
grass. So the alr above the city heats up. This ef- 
fect, called an “urban heat island," was discov- 
ered in London in the early 1800s. 

Today, the fastest-growing cities are in Asia. 
Beijing is roughly 10°C hotter than the nearby 
countryside in the daytime and 5.5°C warmer at 
night. There are even more dramatic increases in 
Tokyo. In August, temperatures there climbed 
125°C above the surrounding countryside, 
reaching 40°C—a scorching heat that affected пог 
only the downtown area, but also covered some 
8,000 square kilometers. 

Looking at a fast-growing city like Houston, 
Texas, we can see the real effect of the urban heat 
island, Over the last 12 years, Houston grew by 
20 percent, or by 300,000 inhabitants. During 
that time, the nighttime temperature increased 
by about 0.8°C. Over a hundred-year period, that 
would translate to a whopping 7°C increase. 

‘But, while celebrity activists warn about the im- 
pending doom posed by climate change, a more real- 
istic view is offered by these cities ability to cope. De- 
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If we plant trees and 
build water features, we 
won't just beautify our 
surroundings, but we'll 
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spite dramatic increases over the past 50 or 100 
years, these cities have not come tumbling down. 

Even as temperatures have risen, heat-related 
deaths have decreased, despite improved health 
care, access to medical facilities, and air.condi- 
tioning. We have far more money and much 
greater technological ability to adapt than our 
forebears ever did. 

Of course, cities also will be hit by temperature. 
increases from CO2, in addition to further warming 
from urban heat islands. But we have an opportuni- 
ty to act, Unlike our forebears, who did very lite or 
nothing about urban heat islands, we are in a good 
position to tackle many oftheir effects. 

While celebrity activists focus entirely on cutting 
002, we could do much more—and at much lower. 
cost—if we addressed urban heat islands. Simple so- 
lutions can make a vast difference to temperatures. 

Cities are hotter than the land around them be- 


cause they are drier. They lack moist green spaces 
and have drainage systems that efficiently re- 
move water. In London, the air around the River 
Thames is cooler than it is a few blocks away in 
built-up areas. If we plant trees and build water 
features, we won't just beautify our surround- 
ings, but well also cool things down—by up- 
wards of 8°C, according to climate models. 

Moreover, although it may seem almost comi- 
cally straightforward, one of the best tempera- 
ture-reducing approaches is very simple: paint 
things white. Cities have a lot of black asphalt and 
dark, heat-absorbing structures. By increasing re- 
flection and shade, a great deal of heat build-up 
can be avoided. Paint most ofa city and you could 
lower the temperature by 10°C. 

‘These options are simple, obvious, and cost-ef- 
fective. Consider Los Angeles. Re-roofing most of 
the city’s 5 million homes in lighter colors, paint- 
ing a quarter of the roads and planting 11 million 
trees would have a one-time cost of about $1 bil- 
lion. Each year after that, this would lower air 
conditioning costs by about $170 million and 
provide $360 million in smog-reduction benefits. 
And it would lower LA temperatures by about 
3°C—or about the temperature increase envi- 
sioned for the rest of this century. 

‘Compare that to the $180-billion cost of imple- 
menting the Kyoto Protocol, which will have vir- 
tually no effect. 

‘At the moment, we don't hear much about the 
smartest choices ‘when it comes to addressing 
global warming. That needs to change. We do get 
to choose which future we want. 

Project Syndicate 


Bjorn Lomborg is the organizer of Copenhagen 
Consensus, adjunct professor at the Copenhagen 
Business School, and author of "Cool It and The 
‘Skeptical Environmentalist.” 


Warriors for safe motherhood 


DR. JONDI FLAVIER WRITES IN, CLARIFYING 
some points in the “Tale of two cities," a compari- 
son ofthe impact of contrasting policies on repro- 
ductive health in Manila and Quezon City that I 
‘wrote about in yesterday's column. 

“While we can only present trends,” writes Jon- 
di, "what we see is the decreasing birth rates and 
lowering maternal mortality rates in Quezon City. 
We also believe that because of the lack of family 
planning services for women in Manila, there is a 
more level trend in birth rates here and tragically 
there is an increasing trend in maternal deaths." 

, He adds, though, that data on birth rates and 
mortality rates and other indicators in the two 
cities would need more testing for significance, 
perhaps by statistics experts in the UP Population 
Institute or the Population Commission. 

What he considers “more distressing,” though, 
is that, based on a limited sample, "we have also 
seen that the abortion rate in Manila is now 
greater than in Quezon City.” Jondi suggests that 

‚ researchers “obtain a bigger sample for abortion 
comparisons." Even so, this seems a most logical, 
if not natural consequence of a policy severely 
limiting, if not withholding, family planning and 
other reproductive health services from women. 

‘What the policy wrought was not a greater “love 
for life” but rather more desperation, such that 
women facing unwanted, mistimed pregnancies 
considered abortion as the solution to their very real 
problem, Indeed, as declared by Quezon City Coun- 
«ог Sep Juico, main sponsor of the controversial 

+ reproductive health ordinance, the ordinance is in 
fact an anti-abortion measure, as it would provide 
couples who wish to avoid pregnancy or to better 
space their children the information and means to 
do so. Without such information and services, they 
would increasingly turn to abortion for relief—a 
point that so-called “pro-life” advocates can't seem 
to get into their thick skulls, 

^^ "WHAT we can say now is that, contrary to the 
unfounded circular of Bishop (Ongtioco) and the 
dominantly male anti-family planning and anti- 
‘women Catholic Conservative minority—Coun- 
lor Juico, Mayor Feliciano Belmonte, and Vice- 


At LARGE 


ES 


Rina Jimenez-David ІФ à 


Mayor Herbert Bautista and the Quezon City 
Council are in fact warriors fighting for safe 
motherhood, and a better quality of life for fami- 
lies," writes Jondi. “Catholic educational forma- 
tion, or the lack of it, should not be blamed on 
ош QC legislators and executives—I would be- 
lieve that the finger points back to some Catholic 
‘priests’ who are less than good examples of 
morality Cancers are too sweeping a problem to 
be pinned down on family planning and in fact, 
the fight of Councilor Juico in QC will be toward 
preventing abortions and decreasing the deaths 
of women and newborn babies.” 

‘An observer notes that the increasingly stri- 
dent attacks on Julco and other supporters of 
the reproductive health ordinance and policy 
are indicative of the critics’ growing panic. 
While they succeeded in intimidating the Arroyo 
administration into essentially abandoning the 


governm 
tougher battle dealing with local governments. 
Right now, three provinces have already adopt- 
ed ive reproductive health policies, 
land if Quezon City succeeds in institutionalizing 
{ts program, it will be the first local government 
in Metro Manila to do so. 

Quezon City could very well open the flood- 
gates, which is not such a remote possibility in 
Metro Manila, with local government executives. 
grappling daily with the consequences of popu- 
ation growth. No wonder the church conserva- 
tives have thrown everything but the baptismal 
font at Sep Juico, even before he could call his 
first public hearing on the proposed ordinance. 


‘THIS and on succeeding weekends, make time to 


watch “Into the Woods," which the New Voice 
Company is mounting at the Music Museum. 

The musical is a clever, witty re-working of the 
most beloved fairy tales from the Western pan- 
theon, The most familiar characters are present 
here: Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, Jack of 
beanstalk fame, the poor baker and his wife, not 
опе but two Prince Charmings, Rapunzel, and, of 
course—what fairy tale would be complete with- 
out one?—the ugly witch. 

But while the first act brings all these disparate 
stories to a satisfying, coherent "happy ever af- 
ter" the second act poses the question: “What 
happens after ever after?” 

‘What happens, it seems, is real life, and the 
pressing need to “grow up,” with the characters 
forced into confronting their real-life problems 
and working out solutions to them. 

Director Rito Asilo must be congratulated for 

whipping all the characters and story arcs into 
coherent shape, doing so briskly and energeti- 
cally, The cast is generally superb, with out- 
standing performances from Lynn Sherman, 
who makes for quite a bewitching witch, 
Michael Williams as the baker finding his man- 
hood, and Menchu Lauchengeo-Yulo, who is in 
fine voice and form as the baker's wife bewil- 
dered at her own unhappy ending, despite get- 
ting her life's wish. 
AT THE entrance of the Music Museum, I 
bumped into a glowing Monique Wilson, who 
said she was “thrilled at being here and not be- 
ing involved in the show!” 

Now based in London, Monique comes 
home to Manila and to New Voice Company 
usually to star in or direct a production. But I 
сап understand her excitement: being in 
Manila and watching the other members of 
New Volce mounta production on thelr own, is 
asign that the company has come into its own, 
maturing and claiming autonomy much like 
the fairy tale characters after “ever after.” 

Congratulations, then, to Monique as well 
for finding her own “ever after,” as both an 
artist and company manager. 


Old but timely reports 


EXCEPT FOR THE PRESIDENT'S STATE OF THE 
Nation Address or Sona, where the accomplish- 
ments of a year past and plans for the next are 
read to both houses of Congress and broadcast 
live to the nation, there seems to be no one-vol- 
ume narrative report on the accomplishments of 
government readily available. Each agency sub- 
mits to Congress an annual report and that makes 
for a great amount of reading. 

There seems to be nothing available similar to 
the slim green volumes that contain the annual re- 
pons of the governor general of the Philippine Is- 
lands. The reports cover the American occupation 

* ofthe islands and open with а transmittal from the 
President of the United States to the US Congress. 
They include not only the governor general's re- 
port but also the reports of the heads of the depart- 
ments of the Philippine Government. The latter re- 
ports provide the details of the governor's report 
‘and other supporting materials 

In the absence of such a publication, the old 
Fookien Times filled in the gap. This annual com- 
pilation of government records and statistics will 
be useful to a future historian but of litle interest 
to a general reader. We are happy that in the past 
decade, Fookien Times’ energetic editor, Vernon 
Go, has made the publication a wonderful mix of 
visuals, information, analysis and comment. One 
can only wonder how pleasurable а historian's 
task would be if the primary sources were in a 
more engaging form, While academic historians 
will probably argue "no pain, no gain,” I still be- 
lieve work and toil should or can be pleasurable. 

While browsing through my broken set of the 
“Reports of the American Governors General,” 1 
regretted not having acquired a mint-condition 
complete set of these from a retired historian who 
acquired one when he was a student in the United 
States half a century ago. While moving his boxes 
into his new apartment in Cubao, he accepted 
hain fram «тапанга in the etreer nnl rn diernvar 


later that some boxes were missing. One of those 
boxes, presumably the heaviest, contained the 
"Reports ofthe Governors General." 

1 do wonder where these ended up and hope 
they will be found in some second-hand or junk 
shop one day Fm half hoping the set was acquired 
by an interior decorator who needed some cloth- 
bound books to provide a semblance of learning 
and sophistication in someone's trophy home. 

Trecently picked a volume at random from my 
shelf—that of Henry Stimson for 1928—set it on 
its spine, and the book opened to "The Great Ty- 
phoon of 1928.” (We have so many typhoons 
each year, their strength is often measured nega- 
tively by the death and destruction they leave be- 
hind.) Stimson reported: 

“This typhoon began on November 23 and, 
from the width of its path and its unusual dura- 
tion, rather than from exceptional violence, ex- 
ceeded in destructiveness almost all of the гу- 
phoons which have visited the islands since the 
American occupation. (Did Stimson reckon from 
1898?) Coming from the east, its center struck 
Samar, crossed the Archipelago in a somewhat 
northeasterly direction, and then re-curved in the 
China Sea, again crossing the northern tip of Lu- 
топ. Its principal damage was done in Samar, 
northern Leyte, Sorsogon, Albay, and Masbate, 
but further serious damage was done in at least 
12 other provinces." 

Details of the damage done can also be found 


in the тепате nf the varinme danarrmante and 


Stimson gave the outlines of relief efforts and the 
reestablishment of communication brought 
down by the typhoon. In an age before airplanes, 
the Navy was at the head of relief efforts. 

АП this may be old news but the situation re- 
peats itself every year The 1928 typhoon hit 
Samar badly, over 500 people were killed, 25,000 
homes were damaged (completely or partially), 
and half a million pesos worth of public works 
‘were destroyed. Then there was the damage to 
crops whose effect would only be felt months later. 

‘Today we have Pagasa to give us fair warning, 
but when a typhoon decides to re-chart the face of 
the earth, we can do very little but hope for the 
best. Typhoons recur every year and this is quite a 
challenge for places visited the most, like Batanes 
whose architecture has ‘adapted to the annual 
passage of bad weather Stimson noted that 
Samar was unfortunately in the annual typhoon 
path and said: 

“It is probably due to this fact that the inhabi- 
tants have never been able to pull themselves out 
of a very low standard of physical welfare. In many 
districts, the people are habitually undernour- 
ished, and they constantly lack the vigor and ini- 
tiative necessary to meet such catastrophes. There- 
fore itis of vital importance not only to relieve the 
suffering caused by this typhoon, but, if possible, 
to do it in a way that will render the suffering 
provinces better able to take care of themselves in 
the future. Iris a situation peculiarly requiring con- 
structive relief rather than mere charity.” 

The sad fact that these words, especially those 
suggesting “constructive relief rather than mere 
charity,” are as timely today as they were in 1928 
only underscores the problem—nobody reads 
these boring old reports anymore. Of course, the 
reports are stale and good only for historians; it is 
unfortunate that we do not leam from our past. 


p— M адо 


IHAVE TWO ARTICLES TODAY, BOTH DEALING WITH NA- 
tional karma. We've all heard about individual karma, but. 
there's also something called collective karma, the idea that 
what we do as a nation, likewise yields results for the entire 
country. 

Theard of the concept from Buddhist monks in the past but 
was reminded about it last weekend when I overheard some- 
one telling her 
friend: “With so 
many horrible things 
happening in the 
Philippines, we must 
have done really ter- 
rible things in the A 
past.Badkama” Michael L. Tan ӘЖ. 

You don't have to — — — ————— = ү 
be Buddhist to believe in karma. Even the Bible has a passage 
about reaping what we sow. It's not about God or gods re- 
warding or punishing us, but about recognizing that all our 
actions have consequences, sometimes long-term, and often 
in the most unexpected ways. 

Intrigued? Read on to find out what I mean. 

Conde 

Conde was the old, emaciated and overworked horse that 
collapsed in front of the Inquirer during the weekend. In- 
‘Quinen staff called the vets in to rescue the horse, but it was 
too late, and it had to be put to sleep. The owner argued that 
he had cared for the horse as best as he could. 

We treat animals badly in the Philippines, and often I hear 
people explain that this is inevitable in a poor country. When. 
people need to feed their families, they can't be thinking 
about being nice to animals. I disagree. I've visited many 
countries far poorer than we are but where animals are treat- 
ed well. And in my work with the poor in the Philippines, Гуе 
seen many households too where animals are cared for, even 
brought to the vet when ill. Conversely, some of the most 
‘maltreated animals I've seen come from wealthy house- 
holds. 

Some time back, I wrote about a resort town in Bohol 
where local barangay tanod went out one morning and beat 
stray dogs to death, all within eye sight and ear shot of 
tourists. They were doing this supposedly to protect the 
tourists. 

Twas reminded of the incident a few weeks ago when the 
Inquner published a letter from a foreign tourist complain- 
ing about cruelty to dogs in Boracay. The tourist said she 
would never visit the Philippines again. That was what I 
warned about before when I wrote about Bohol. 1 was with 
Dutch visitors and I can imagine them returning home and 
telling friends about the barbarism here. 

Тт sure our tourist officials haven't thought about this an- 
gle of animal cruelty keeping tourists away, but it is a factor. 
We already get so much bad press in Europe about our dog- 
eating so if they hear about the way we beat up dogs to pro- 
tect tourists, “Wow Philippines” is going to mean something 
totally different from what the Department of Tourism in- 
tended. 

Bohol doesn't need this kind of bad karma, A few months 
after that heartbreaking incident in Bohol, I returned, this 
time to another town in that province. There were several 
dogs roaming the beach. You could tell they were well-treat- 
ed with the way they'd approach people. They weren't 
scrawny and hungry. They went up to people, inviting them 
to play I'm careful too about unfamiliar dogs but was com- 
fortable with these dogs because they had collars on, and ra- 
bies-vaccination tags. One of them joined me as 1 strolled 
down the beach, and eventually enticed me to go for a dip in 
the sea. Then it went off looking for new friends. 

A Zen dog, I thought, without attachments, They could be- 
come part of the attraction of these resorts. 

‘Next time you're in a resort, or maybe even a restaurant, 
surprise the resort owners by praising them if they treat dogs 
and cats well. And if they don't, let them know as well that 
you don't intend to return, unless they do something about 
it. 

But lets not be kind to animals for show, or to attract 
tourists, There's another karma angle to this: being cruel to 
animals makes it that much easier to be cruel to humans. 
Cruel is actually an understatement for the way we treat ani- 
mals in the Philippines, Even in the slaughter of food ani- 
mals, Гуе seen butchers doing their job with sadistic 
glee—Tll spare you the details—sending shivers up my spine 
аз thought of how they might treat their children or spous- 
es. 

Again, karma isn't about gods rewarding and punishing 
you: irs about an ethic that grows on you, for better or for 
"Worse, and that becomes part of you, or a whole province, or 


nation. 
Engaged literacy 

The US National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) has re- 
leased a new study called “To Read or Not To Read," summa- 
rizing findings from some 40 studies about reading habits 
and skills, 

The report is packed with statistics to support some basic 
messages, First, Americans generally are reading less than 
earlier generations, but the decline is greatest among the 
young. Оп a weekend, for example, 15- to 24-year-olds aver- 
age more than two hours watching TY, and only seven min- 
utes for reading. Of those who do read, 35 percent would do 
this simultaneously while tuned on to other media like TV 
videogames or the computer. 

Second, when people read less, they read less well. 
There's a decline in reading comprehension, which affects 
job prospects. One survey asked employers about the quality 
of applicants and the complaints were uniform: younger 
‘Americans had weaker command of English (is this America 
ог the Philippines?), which meant they were less likely to 
perform well in their jobs. The decline in reading affects 
prospects for employment and opportunities for advance- 
‘ment—those with substandard reading skills were less likely 
to end up in management positions, or in business, financial 
and professional sectors. 

"The solutions aren't hard to come by. One study quoted in 
the NEA report found that the most significant predictor for 
high academic achievement was quite simple: having books 
in the home. I worry that in the Philippines, parents might 
think the computer can replace the books, but they forget 
that being computer-literate is still associated with reading 
skills. Abandon reading and you'll end up with kids who use 
the computers mainly for games and cyber-dating. 

‘The NEA had an earlier study, published in 2004, where it 
emphasized that reading allows people to develop "focused 
attention and imaginative growth that enrich both private 
and public life.” People who read are more likely to search 
for more knowledge, to go to museums, to do volunteer 
work, even attend sports activities. 

Now for the karma part. The NEA notes that the decline in 
“engaged literacy” has resulted їп America becoming “less 
informed, active and independent-minded.” If we want to 
use the Karma angle, we could say that by neglecting the 
needs of the young for reading, Americans generate “bad” 
karma for themselves and end up with a president like 
George W. Bush, and the mess in Iraq. 

Whats so scary too is that America's karma is often our 
karma too, if not that of the world, and it just might take 

‘being nice to animals, or reading, to get us out of 
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‘Resign Al 


WE WERE NOT SHOCKED. WE 
‘knew from the very beginning that 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
would pardon former President 
Joseph “Erap” Estrada after his 
conviction for plunder. That par- 
don clearly showed the people that 
the two belong to the same ilk. 

We ask: Gan President Arroyo 
pardon political prisoners like 
Juanito Itaas and Orlando Bun- 
dalian who have been in prison 
much longer than Етар was? Itaas 
and Bundalian have been languish- 
ing in jail, unlike Erap who was 
happily “imprisoned” in a mansion. 

Yes Erap and Ms Arroyo are 
"birds of the same feather.” Erap 
sided with tycoon Lucio Tan 
against the workers of Philippine. 
Airlines. He even reprimanded the 
‘workers, by asking them the ques- 
tion: "Nakakain ba ang CBA (Can 
you eat the CBA)?” Erap is pro-rich 
and his slogan “Erap para sa mahi- 
rap” isjusta slogan. 

Ms Arroyo, on the other hand, 
masterminded in putting our 
country under the clutches of 

S globalization, the scheme of the 


capitalist class to prolong a dying 
system. Today, many workers аге 
ош of work. Regular workers are 
forced to resign and are replaced 
bycontractual workers. A growing 
number of the urban poor are los- 
ing their homes in the name of 
progress whose measure is pri- 
marily infrastructure develop- 
ment, instead of human develop- 
ment. 

In the run-up to Edsa I, we 
didn't join the Erap Resign Move- 
ment. The Kongreso ng Pagkakaisa 
ng mga Maralita ng Lunsod 
(KPML), together with bigger 
groups such as Sanlakas and Buk- 
luran ng Manggagawang Pilipino 
(BMP), built our own alliance call- 
ing for “Resign All” because we be- 
lieved that Erap and GMA were the 
same. One of our posters said, 
“Patalsikin ang buwaya, papalit ang 
buwitre (Oust the crocodile, the 
vulture will take its place).” 

We did not campaign for Erap's 
ouster just to put GMA in Mala- 
cañang. That's why immediately 
after Edsa II we declared that "Er- 
арз ouster is the people's will but 
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Gloria is not the people's choice!” 

There were also groups in the 
Erap Resign Movement which had 
as their battle cry "Paglingkuran 
ang Masa.” But when the "masa," 
the urban poor, stormed Mala- 
cafiang during Edsa Ш, these 
groups stood against the masa in 
defense of GMA. 

Our call for “Resign АШ" has 
been proven right. Birds of the 
same feather. GMA and Erap are 
both bourgeois. They are not pro- 
letarians. Will we oust GMA just to 
replace her with Noli de Castro? 
Will we oust a bourgeois to be re- 
placed by another bourgeois? No 
‘way! Again we are issuing the call 
for “Resign All.” The workers and 
the urban poor demand: “Change 
the system!” 

—KA PEDRING FADRIGON, 
national president, 

Kongresong Pagkakaisa ng mga 

Maralita ng Lunsod, 

Block31, Lot82-83, 

Maya-maya St., 

Phase 2, Area 2, Barangay NBBS, 
Dagat-Dagatan, 

Navotas, Metro Manila 


‘Don’t delay Xmas bonus for GSIS pensioners 


; FOR SEVERAL YEARS NOW, THE 
| Christmas bonus of Government 
Service Insurance System pen- 
+ sioners has been released in Jan- 
‚ чагу not in December. 
‚Уу must pensioners postpone 
| their Christmas to January? Why 
| must the pensioner suffer a month's 
1 delay when there is money for the 
bonus? Can't the GSIS let pension- 
ers enjoy Christmas by giving them 
what is due them, on time? 
If only Winston Garcia and the 
GSIS people knew how the pen- 


sioners feel during the holidays, 
"when everybody is enjoying Christ- 
mas. Many of them can't feel the 
spirit of the season because they 
have nothing. Some have to bor- 
row, but, of course, with interest. 
Most others can only watch with 
sadness and envy their Social Se- 
curity System counterparts. 

Yes, they get to receive their De- 
cember pension on time, "ut this is 
already reserved for the monthly 
medicine and medical maintenance. 

‘The 13th month pay is the only 


“extra” they have in the whole 
year, and they look forward to it. 

Please, Mr. Garcia, have а 
heart. Please release our Christ- 
mas bonus for 2007 this Decem- 
ber 2007, not in January 2008 
which seems to be still so far away. 
We pensioners know that with just 
опе click of your fingers, you сап 
have i released. 

Thanks in advance, and looking 
forward to a Merry Christmas! 

—MILA D. AUJERO, 
milaujeromilagrosGyahoo.com 


Is the Philippines back in the time of Jose Rizal? 


THIS REFERS TO CONRAD DE 
Quiros’ column, “Thank God." (IN- 
quin, 11/5/07) Must we ques- 
‘tion now our faith? Or must we 
“question the leaders of our faith? 
‘Or, to be specific, must we ques- 
{боп those running the affairs of 
{the Church and guiding us in our 
faith? 

‘Are we again in those times 
about which our national hero, 


Home 00 Where Your 


z 
2 


2 


oa 
о ачан 
- 


Jose P Rizal, wrote his two famous 
novels? Or to say the least, are we 
again back to the time when we 
have to wonder: "We cannot 
change our faith, but probably, we 
have to check on the path the lead- 
ers of our faith are leading us to." 
There is no questioning our 
faith, yet what we are experiencing 
is the callousness of the leaders of 
our faith to our search for truth in 


‘our social and political life. 

Is it because of the doctrine of 
the separation of Church and 
State or is it because the Church is 
afraid of losing its wealth in the 
event that its priests are seen in- 
creasingly becoming adversarial 
to the interests of our political 
leaders? 

—RAULLORETO, 
rauloreto yahoo.com 
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P100 is too much 
for school project 


ONE HUNDRED PESOS FOR A 
school project? The first question 
that came to my mind when I 
heard about 12-year-old Marian- 
net Amper was: "For what school 
project?" 

Has anybody ever asked her 
teacher what the project was? Ap- 
parently that was the last straw for 
Mariannet. 

Iwasa public school teacher for 
30'years but never did I ask my 
pupils to give me even a single 
centavo for a project we had to do 
or make in class. This question has 
to be asked: “Are teachers in our 
public schools allowed to ask their 
pupils money for school projects?” 
It seems this practice is being tol- 
erated. Multiply P100 by the 50 or 
60 pupils in each class. That will 
add up to P5,000 or P6,000. Is this 
not too much for aschool project? 

Last year, I remember writing 
the Department of Education 
about a school in Laguna whose 
pupils were asked to contribute 
money for the construction of a 
fence in school, or else their 
school card would not be given 
to them. I received a copy of a 
letter referring my letter to the 
division superintendent of Lagu- 
na. I wonder what happened af- 
terwards. 

Time and again, newspapers 
come out with DepEd announce- 
ments prohibiting the "solicita 
tion” of contributions from 
schoolchildren. Maybe if this had 
been enforced strictly by the prin- 
cipal of the school where Marian- 
net was enrolled, she would still 
be alive today. May her death not 
bein vain! 

—CONSUELOD. SISON, 
retired Quezon City 
school principal, 
elon.sison@gmail.com 
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A financial and moral rip-off 


THE REPLACEMENT OF THE сері in cases involving national 
Manansala mural (sold for P10 security 
million though many times more Тһе NPC mural painted by the 
valuable, it being actually price- \national artist, Vicente Man- 
less) with the "bastardized" and  ansala, was a modemistic art 
censored painting ofthe Neo-An- work that was at once a rebuke 
gono Artists Collective was a rip- and an appeal to the journalism 
off pulled by the present officers community not to succumb to cor- 
of the National Press Club (NPC) ruption by ruthless politicians and 
on its members. It is a shameful grasping business and social 
biot on the record of the NPC elites. It warned journalists that if 
which has enshrined the defense they allowed themselves to be cor- 
of press freedom in its constitu- rupted they would lose their soul 
tion. and go straight to hell. Although I 
In the months prior to the dec- am not an art critic, I consider the 
laration of martial law and the Manansala mural the equivalent 
decade and a half when our coun- of Picasso's “Guernica” and Juan 
чу was under a dictatorship, the Luna's "Spolarium" for its depic- 
NPC stood up against the Marcos tion ofthe truth. 
regime, using the club аз a center — The censored new NPC mural 
of democratic expression and an- depicts a “harmonious,” "happy" 
ti-dictatorship activities. In one of and "progressive" Fil 
its elections held at the NPC as- ety that does not e» 
sembly hall, its members, then sistent with the false and idealis- 
headed by Tony Nieva, helped Sat- tic portrayal that the present ad- 
ur Ocampo escape from detention ministration and establishment 
and torture. wish to propagate. But journal- 
In 1971, the NPC board of di- ism is all about telling the truth. 
rectors headed by Eddie Mon- Philippine journalism proudly 
teclaro of the Manila Times as derives its foundation and inspi- 
president, with Satur, Tony ration from the writers of La Sol- 
Zumel, Bobby Malay and this idaridad, like Jose Rizal, Gra- 
writer as members, refused to be ciano Lopez Jaena and Marcelo 
inducted by Marcos in Mala- H. del Pilar, who savagely de- 
cafiang. We took ош oath before nounced social and political evils 
the chief justice then, believing such as corruption, hypocrisy, 
that to take our oath in Mala- colonialism, authoritarianism, 
cafiang would compromise press exploitation and injustice 
freedom. А kind of journalism that does 
But ever since, all NPC direc- not expose evils is а servile atten- 
tors and officers have taken their dant of evildoers, The sneaky 
oath before the president in switch of murals is a financial and 
Malacafiang, thus showing servil- immoral rip-off that should en- 
ity to the reigning political rage decent journalists, 
monarch, The NPC worked for —MANUELR ALMARIO, 
the amendment of the Revised spokesman, 
Penal Code that strengthened the Movement for Truth in History 
right of journalists not to disclose (MOTH), 
their sources of information ex- mfalmario@yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to 
the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 
cate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their 
complete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail ad- 
| dress for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any 
letter unless such information is supplied. 
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IN QUIRER Northern Luzon LX 
A royal house in a state of neglect 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes Plans were initially made to answer. We are very hopeful be- 
Lingayen, Pangasinan repair Casa Real, but these did cause the governor shares our 
a чч Р mot push through because of advocacy" Arcinue said. 
s ESIDENTS OF PAN- : Eu X ЖЕР lack of funds from the provin- She said she would seek the 
subs сш / Ў cial government. Then Gov. Vic- help of Lingayen natives abroad 
Ham m | tor Agbayani directed the of- to pool funds for the restora- 
кш n Т fices occupying the buildingnot tion. 
may not know it, but a 2 M to renovate any part of it. “Or maybe we could ask 
“royal building” is right in ! 1 ‘The PHSI, whose advocacy is [help from] the Spanish gov- 
their midst. Called Casa fi i 3 жы i "8 е кшк p Sue which might be ue 
J s i culture and heritage, has ested їп restoring one of the 
S uh S 2 : <j brought the issue to the atten- stately buildings that the 
+ Seis E tion of current Gov, Amado Es- Spaniards built during their 
glected and in a state of 5 pino Jr. reign in the Philippines,” she 
disrepair. “We are still waiting for an said. 
"1 saw a photograph of it in 2 
the Philippine Picture Post à z “Go only for the most trusted name іп world-class fireworks" 
Cards, a collection of 1900-20 
Post cards by Jonathan Best, CONSERVATIONISTS want the Casa Real, the original seat of government n Pangasinan, restored toits 
andrealizedthatwehaveaher- oldglory. pide 
itage landmark which we took 
for granted all this ime said cruits fought the native revolu- president of the Soroptimist n- example of civic architecture I FIREW ‘ORKS 
Arabela Arcinue, president of tionariesholed up in Casa Real. ternational of Lingayen, Arcin- from the Spanish colonial peri- 4 
the Pangasinan Heritage Soci- Тһе Katipuneros tried to cap- ueaskedtheNationalHistorical od, [surviving] the Second REE 22:55 
ety Inc. (PHSI). ture the building from the near- Institute to declare Casa Real a World War and [remaining] to 
Arcinue's research showed by Baraca Street after crossing national historical landmark. this day as a beautiful monu- = NUN D acai 
that the structure was the Саза the Agno River behind it. Their In 2002, the NHI issued the ment to the artistry, craftsman- Ё ex чы 
Real built by the Spanish gov- movement was detected, how- proclamation, citing Casa Real ship and ingenuity of the RSS нууцаа 
ernment in the 1840s. It served ever, and they were arrested аз “an outstanding and unique builders" 
as the provincial seat of govern- and killed. 
ment, where the alcalde mayor The Americans used Casa Re- 
held ‘office as governor and а] as seat of the province and 
judge of the defunct Court of changed its name to Capitol. 
First Instance (CFI). It was also Residents also watched for 
Багаа СЕ) Кава a ao | Doanasconic 
Casa Real—one of the early mounted by the Americans in 
public structures built of brick the building on Feb. 3, 1910. е H 
Roue с ооо Qu trn) оме ideas for life 
structure with a floor area of thatattracted many guests from 
1,728 square meters. It is locat- all over the country. They think 
ed between the town hall and it was a carnival because their . . 
the carcel (provincial jail), an- parents regaled them with sto- Th ld | F f E d D 
рете Tes of ping wid actuals ls e аеа! Fusion or Ease an esign 
"The still intact thick brick lions, tigers and elephants for 3 ^ Aa 
walls, ornate ceilings, the stair- the first time in their lives,” said The Next Logical Step in Communications 
case of piedra china (granite  Arcinue, citing accounts of old- 
stone) and wooden balustrades timers. h 
that lead to hardwood planks In 1918, the present capitol me 
Meal mee wama Othe мазы йорт ышык | Digital Cordless Phones 
[province's history from the gayen Gulf during the adminis- 
{Spanish regime to the present,” tration of Gov. Daniel Maram- 
jArcinue said. ba. The following year, Casa Re- 
The building has survived the al was vacated and the provin- KX-TG3531BX 
elements; earthquakes and cial seat of power was trans- 
bombings during World Маг. ferred to the new capitol. 


Easy Io Read 
Immense ‘Juzgado’ Back ICD 
A French ethnographer, who Casa Real was used as a pub- on Handset 
visited Lingayen in 1880, de- lic elementary school for three 
scribed Casa Real as “immense” or four years before її became 
and “covered with cogon roof.” the Juzgado, which housed two 
In 1891, it had zinc roofing, regional trial court branches 
Arcinue said, showing photo- and other offices of the court. " Eosylo Use 
copies of the cover page ofthe Тһе courts moved out in ш сое 
buildings restoration plan 1996, but some local govern- 
(1885-87). ment agencies are still holding 
In 1886, Casa Real was re- offices on the ground floor. 
ihamed Gobierno to conform According to Arcinue, 90 per- 
{with political changes when the cent of the buildings original 
calde mayor was made to re- design is intact but parts of the 
Айп hig judicial function as CFI ornate ceilings are destroyed. 
judge, While the executive func- Pipes protrude through the, 
{dion went to the gobernador civ- floor, some balusters are miss- 
ing, and the wooden floors of 
El Яапатагк also played а the abandoned rooms are de- 
фос during the revolution caying. 
against Spain. "If it were human, it is in the 
‘According to the account of throes of death and needs to be 
Felipe 'Quintos, a Katipunero taken to the intensive care unit 
{от Alaminos town, Spanish quickly,” she said. 
isóldiers and some Filipino re- When she was serving as 


; à KX-TG3510 BX 
Наша wins China award , 8% 


B AGUIO-BORN TOMMY HAFALLA, WHO HAS 


‘SPECIFICATIONS KX-TG351DBX — IOCTG35: ^ OCTG35318X 


made a name for himself for chronicling 

Cordillera life and rituals through photos, is the 
first Filipino and, likely, the first Southeast Asian to re- 
үсеїуе the documentary award in the 2006 Interna- 
tional Folklore Photographic Contest. 


The competition, ым Kalinga. 
sponsored bytheChi- DAYTOY T1 After he sent his 
na Folklore Photo- prints by mail, the or- 
graphic Association, AMIANAN ganizers e-mailed 
culminated in ап = and asked him for a 
awarding ceremony on Nov. 18 digital file. Hafalla said he was 
in Dazhou, China, а city that is still doing traditional photogra- 
almost near Tibet. phy, using film, a darkroom, en- 

Originally, the ceremony was larger and all. The people from 
scheduled in Beijing, but since China apologized, telling him 
the Chinese capital is busy with they would just scan his photos. 
preparations for next years Арап from his mission to 
Olympics, the venue wasmoved capture Cordillera life ways in 
to Dazhou. pictures, he shares his skills 

Hafalla, 50, learned from the through workshops at Foto 
organizers that he was one of Baryo in Batangas and in Saga- 
100 winners, the others coming da, Mt. Province, where he has 
from China, Japan, the United trained a group of documen- 
States and the European Union, tors. 

His “Faces of the Cordillera” Не says, "I do not want to 
was recognized with the Hu- keep anything to myself. I'm 
manity Photo Award. The photo happy to share my knowledge For dealer referrals, please call: 


story consists of six black and of photography and what I Panasonic Philippines (Sales Division of PMPC) 
white portraits of persons from know of the culture.” 


the Mt. Province, Позво and Elizabeth Lolarga Tel. Nos. 899-4595 to 98 - Fax No. 897-4558 + Email address: pmpc_systemsales@ph.panasonic.com 
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‘Lando’ leaves 9 dead, several missing 


TROPICAL STORM LANDO LEFT NINE PEOPLE 
dead and streets flooded in the Visayas and Min- 
danao, according to officials. 


The death toll included seven ental, flood waters rose to five 
people who died in separate meters, inundating three 
landslides and two girls who barangays. In the adjacent town 
died in floods. of Manticao, minor landslides 
The National Disaster Coor- also occurred. 
dinating Council (NDCC) said Teddy Sabugaa, Misamis Ori- 
two persons were reported ental disaster coordinator, said 
missing at the height ofLando. ^ relief operations have started 
In Cebu City a 10-year-old for the displaced families. 
girl died in floods, said Dr. Tony "The families in the evacua- 
Golez, NDCC deputy adminis- Чоп center need food and cloth- 
trator and concurrent deputy ing,” Sabugaa said. 
presidential spokesperson. Classes in private and public 
А 13-year-old girl was report- schools were suspended after 
ed killed in Шап City, Lanao floodwaters submerged at least 
del Norte. The death was also 44 villages. 
believed to be flood-related. Armando Edroso, team lead- 
м er of the disaster coordinating 
Deadly slides center, said 'mudflow also 
Five men were killed inaland- blocked portions of a village in 
slide in Placer, Surigao del Norte, the province. 
while two others died also in a The Department of Public 
landslide in Barangay Cagniog in Works and Highways also or- 
Surigao City, Golez said. dered the closure of the Tubod 
Three persons were injured Bridge after cracks were no- 
in Cebu and two others in Suri- ticed in its foundation. 
gao City. 
Golez said the landslide deaths Calamity funds 
meant some local government ligan City Mayor Lawrence 
units did not heed early warnings Cruz said the declaration of 
issued by the NDCC to officials ‘calamity would help because 
and residents of areas that were the city government can now 
tagged landslide-prone. use its 5 percent calamity fund. 
“The NDCC has given warn- Cruz said the social welfare 
ings that the storm could trigger office was directed to provide ә 4 Я 
тыш нит шр wiet cress Whale shark dies after straying іп Batangas 
"e families displaced by the floods. 
poo MT The Coast Guard reported BATANGAS CITY—A JUVENILE А 10-wheel truck later lookedtoofraltoswimawayfrom mine the real cause of the death 
е deaths could have been four fishermen missing in East whale shark, popularly known brought the fish, believed to the rodiy porion of seashore. of the whale shark, also known 
ишш léseithertheLGUs ет Samar The four set out to as butanding in the Bicol region, weigh over a ton, to Barangay When Quicho and his group as the gentle giant of the sea. 
didn't inform the residents or sea aboard MB Sunflower. died shortly after it was beached Sico where it was buried. arrived at the site on Monday He said that aside from a mi- 
the residents did not heed фе Two other fishermen were along the shoreline of a coastal “We were just concerned afternoon, the whale shark was nor cut in the left part of its tail 
MR rescued from rough seas in villagehereovertheweekend. about the effect of the stench on already washed ashore by the and a reddish section of its 
Tigan City has been placed Maasin Ciy, Residents, representatives of our health. We wanted to bury strong waves as residents ogled chest, the whale shark had no 
fe = S Sate: o fe lamity, the Cebu and other areas were the City Veterinary Office (CVO) the butanding without cutting it at the big fish. visible wounds and lacerations, 
NDCC report sai 3 а pep under storm signal No. 2. and a group of environmental- to pieces but the fish wasjusttoo Quicho said.the whale,shark, ^. Balmes said. they suspected 
manca towers col lapsed there Сав in Bacolod City алй ists tried but failed to revive the heavy,” village chair Florentino which, was. still,in..įts infancy that the butanding died after 
Real dien i Пойо had been Papei On ]7.footlong butanding, which Balmes Jr. told the INQUIRER. stage, apparently died shortly waves smashed it against rocks 
esidents of Northern Min- Monday, a day before Lando was found floating off Barangay He said the fisherman who dis- after it was reported to them. near the shore. Marlon Ramos, 
đanao— Misamis Occidental struck. Dela Paz Pulot Aplaya. covered it noticed that the fish Hesaid theyhave yettodeter- Inquirer Southern Luzon 
and Oriental, Camiguin, Lanao ButLandodidnotmakeland- ^ Rodolfo Ferdinand Quicho Jr. 
del Norte and Bukidnon—were fall іп Negros Occidental, al- executive director of the First 
told to brace themselves for though the storm dumped Philippine Conservation Inc. Seen ть fin 
more темы disastersasrains rains. NikkoDizoninManila (ЕРСІ), said a fisherman saw the NewsBniEFS 
continued. and Jani Arnaiz, Joey A. Gabi- whale : 
The floods sent at least 600 ега, Jhunnex Napallacan, Car- bro: pesi id ^ 2 ex-cops held 
families to evacuation centers la Р Gomes and Nestor P Bur- area at about 6 a.m. on Sunday. MAGALLANES, Sorsogon—Two former Que- 
in Misamis Oriental, gos Jr, Inquirer Visayas; and Оп Monday night, local offi zon City policemen were arrested here after 
Evacuees Ma. Cecilia Rodriguez, Richel cials decided to cut up the dead marmeren they tried to arrest a newly elected barangay 
Umel and Julie S. Alipala, In- fish after it started to rot and re- А Public Health Service by: © captain in this town. 


In Lugait town, Misamis.Ori- quirer Mindanao lease a foul smell. » " ; . SPO2 Sancho Diaz, chief investigator of the 
Rite MED @ Magallanes Municipal Police Office, identified 


Right Medicine Priced Right” "=== һе suspects as Francisco Gimpes and Ronie 
Panizales. 
5ши па Gamot, sa Suiltna Presyo! — . Diaz said the two had with them a photo- 


зое ДИ CODY of a warrant of arrest for Eduardo Velas- 
Hindi gawang biro ang maging =, „ба баг] CO, newly elected barangay captain of Tula-Tula 
= ры — ZU" Sur, who was facing a homicide case in Que- 
working-mother. Bukod sa WP] тобу. 
‘Ze ]  Hesaldlocalpolice confronted the two for 
! пої coordinating their operation with the local 
Ez police and found that they had no mission or- 
ng aking р: Í антыоноцевтело. бег 
Б Deer The Quezon City Police Office denied the 
mr 27" two were their members. Bobby Labalan, In- 


t pagdating sa gamot, he Sica BES Z quier Southern Luzon 
pinipili ko ang йєеђіво para дата New towns in ARMM 
а namin ng anak К cn щш COTABATO CITY—Two more towns were cre- 
sv asthma namin nganak ko: ar eT, ated in the Autonomous Region in Muslim 


De-kalidad na, magaan pa А ——— mam Mindanao, raising the number of municipali- 
ч nagicalcatiwales 4 КЕЕ ties to 108. 
ВА bulsa apagkakati laan КЕ LTD rad Last year, four towns were created in the 
dahil gawa ng Unilab. ETENN ARMM. 
125 mg susp 105m. Data from the National Statistical Coordina- 
AbD ваю лиш tion Board (NSCB) said the two new towns 
| maue Tt) were created for Sulu and Basilan provinces, 
PRECY ASENCION BAUTISTA, M.D. DE I two of the six provinces that comprised the au- 
deasiano Awardee Р знн SASS os tonomous region. 
Ist Prize, Category 1 ы те" The new ARMM local government units. 
Philippine Medical Association (РМА) x TORMIGRAINE, TOOTHACHE а orsmenonanea ere among the five new cites, two municipal- 
+500 mg we 100 5 ities, one barangay formed in the third quarter 
SEAR o aerem of 2007, the NSCB said. 
ANTLANEMIA Ina statement, the NSCB said the number of 
IRON- FOUCADD 187m0 meg tb cities Increased from 131 as of June 2007 to 
FOREVER ANOA ы 136 as of September 2007. Edwin O. Fernan- 
Sao dez, Inquirer Mindanao 
FOR DIARRHEA ше naue 
сема ин» Poverty, capillariasis tied 
pD-— Mert SIAYAN, Zamboanga del Norte—Mayor Wilfre- 
Emm ume do Suasico has blamed poverty for the out- 
EE EE: break of capillariasis, which already claimed at 
IM : least 70 lives here in the past three months. 
ate ae ‘Suasico said residents have repeatedly been 
Bf mercury drug even told to refrain from eating freshwater fish and 
зза заа антената аасы mapaesan Shrimps because these were Infected with cap- 
eag ara mava ba seuga ea eana аена солма уюк аи. Шага worms but the residents did not heed the 
warning. 
= “They were so poor that they had no choice 
ti but to eat these foods," Suasico told INQUIRER. 
Kumunsulta sa inyong doktor o itanong sa Бойка kung aling gamot ng ише у ang nararapat sa inyong karamdaman. Residents here are dependent on corn and 


ang bonding, napakahalagang 


mapangalagaan ang kalusugan 


rice farming. They harvest at least twice a year 


Available in all E mercury drug nationwide н аш 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2007 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER A5] 


UN-backed court probes Khmer Rouge 


From page Al thousands of inmates lives can 
be traced. 
blamed for the deaths of some Little is known about Duch's 
1.7 million people from starva- life during the two decades af- 
tion, disease, overwork and ex- ter the Khmer Rouge fell. He 
ecution. Many have said they was long thought dead follow- 
feared the surviving Khmer ing his disappearance into the 
Rouge leaders might die before jungle. 
being brought to justice. The Shortly after his wife was 
movements notorious leader, murdered in 1995, Duch began 
Pol Pot, died in 1998. attending Christian prayer 
Relaxed and exceedingly po- meetings and was later bap- 
lite, Kaing Guek Eav—alias tized by Christopher LaPel, an 
Duch—was escorted by guards evangelical Khmer-American 
into a packed courtroom for a minister. 
pretrial hearing to seek bail In a 1999 interview with 
ahead of trials scheduled tobe- Time magazine, LaPel remem- 
gin in 2008. bered Duch as an enthusiastic 
Duch, 66, who is charged convert, but said there were aa 
with crimes against humanity, signs pointing to his dark past. тезе Съ KONICA MINOLTA 
took the witness stand dressed “Before he received Christ, he LASER PRINTERS 
in a white polo shirt and stood said he did a lot of bad things in : “ 
up when asked to tell the court his life. He said: ‘Pastor Christo- ) 2 Y Enjoy the impressive quality 
his name. He then brought his pher, ж know if my broth- a - 5 Beroimance ofa Konica Minoke 
palms together in a sign of re- ers and sisters can forgive the yy. à А И 
С ыра иси жым Rp ENDE E Ra et ы | оч 


beside him. people," LaPel was quoted as к: 
А presiding judge read aloud saying atthe time. Penk, Cambodia, on Toesday. ~  * | For every purchase of a Konica 


from Duch's case file: "Under Duch was arrested on May Minolta Magicolor laser printer, 
his authority, countless abuses 10, 1999 and held in a Cambo- you get a corresponding SM Gift 
were committed, including dian prison on war crime AFP RETIREMENT AND SEPARATION BENEFITS SYSTEM Certificate! 

mass murder, arbitrary deten- charges before being trans- Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City ў 
Чоп and torture." ferred to the tribunal’s cus- d 
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forme.” that Duch’s current detention Giscrelonary passitil criteria as specilied in the Implementing Rules and Regulalions Part A 
аспа] spokesperson Peter by the tribunal would ensure ААА) of Republic Act 9184 (RA. 9184), otherwise known as the “Government Procurement 


ш 5 : Жет Act" and is resincted to Pipino clizens/sole proprietorsips, organizations wiih at 
Foster hailed Tuesday's hear- his appearance at the trial and least sixty percent (60%) interest or outstanding сарда! stock belonging to citizens of the 
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UN envoy meets GMA, other leaders 


By Norman Bordadora 


SINGAPORE: ENVOY 
Ibrahim Gambarís address on 
Burma (Myanmar) to Asian lead- 
ers was canceled abruptly, but his 
trip to Singapore was salvaged 
: Tuesday by hol 

ings to brief the leaders on his ne- 
gotiations with the junta. 

First to meet Gambari was 
Philippine President Macapagal- 
Arroyo. Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye described as cordial the 20- 
minute meeting between Ms Ar- 
royo and Gambari. 

“The President was the very 
first one that he (Gambari) met 
right after he arrived from the 
United States . . Не was thank- 
ful that the pre: 
give him an audience, 
said. 


Asked if Ms 


yo made any 


Pasikatin ang liwanag ngayong P: 


recommendation to Gambari on 
the Burma issue, Bunye replied: 
“The President already had said 
her piece. I think it was time for 
the President to listen." 

‘The press secretary was refer- 
ring to a statement that Ms Ar- 
royo made at the Asean leac 
dinner on Monday night. She 
told her Asean counterparts then. 
that the Asean Charter would 
have a difficult time getting thi 
ratification of ^ Philippine 
Congress if Burma failed to de- 
liver on its commitment to insti- 
tute democracy. 

‘Gambari was also scheduled to 
meet with other leaders and for- 
eign ministers of Thailand, 
Malaysia, Singapore and New 
Zealan 

After meeting Gambari, Ms Ar- 
royo had talks with Chinese Prime 
Minister Wen Jiabao. 


Е 
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Bunye said the two leaders left 
о 
national broadband deal 
na's ZTE Corp. during their talks 
that lasted 15 minutes. 

“The discussion centered on the 
joint explorations of the three 
countries, namely People's Repub- 
lic of China, the Philippine 


From page Al 
ter Thein Sein scored a major diplomatic 
coup by blocking UN special envoy Ibrahim 
Gambari from briefing Asian leaders on his 
two visits to Burma since the junta violently 
suppressed mass street rallies in September. 

In addition to their diplomatic bungle, 
Asean leaders rejected calls for Burma's sus 
pension from the bloc as punishment for the 
junta's crackdown on prodemoeracy protesters 
that left 15 people dead and its refusal to free 
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi 

Analysts said Asean leaders averted a 
walkout by Burma by caving in to its de- 
mands—maintaining the blocs unity but 
paying a high price in credibility. 


that the first phase of the explo- 
ration phase has been completed 
and the Chinese premier ex- 
pressed hope that three countries 
will 
the development level, 
said. 

He added that Wen invited Ms 
Arroyo next year. 

Bunye said Ms Arroyo, w 
visited China four times this 
year, told Wen that she looked 
forward to making another visi 

With report by AP 


tinue the cooperation on 
7 Bunye 


“Terrible deception’ 

“It is just dreadful. It was a terrible deci- 
sion,” said Sean Turnell, a Burmese expert 
from Australia’s Macquarie University after 
the decision, ime during a heated 
leaders' dinner on Monday. 
| “Atleast the meeting with Gambari could 


and | 
Vietnam, in the South China Sea | 


next year. 
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have sent a signal that Asean was con- 
cerned,” he said. "They missed a golden op- 
portunity to send a signal to Burma." 

In the face of widespread criticisms, 
Asean leaders urged Burma's military rulers 
to open a “meaningful dialogue" with Nobel 
laureate Suu Kyi, release her from house ar- 
rest, free all political detainees and work to- 
ward a “peaceful transition to democracy.” 

Asean Secretary General Ong Keng Yong 
insisted the body was not kowtowing to 
Burma by shelving Gambaris scheduled 
address on Wednesday. “We leave to fight 
another day,” Ong told reporters, “We don’t 
want to come across as being too confronta- 
tional in a situation like this.” 


Signing of Asean Charter. 

In hisopening remarks at the annual sum- 
mit, Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong said the Burma issue would not dis- 
tract Asean leaders from the summits main 
event—the adoption of the Asean Charter 
after nearly three years of haggling. 

tal chandeliers of the 
shangri-La hotel ballroom, Lee became the 
first Asean leader to sign the charter that 
speaks of democracy and human rights. 

He was followed by the leaders of the 
young democracies of Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines; the leaders of one-party 
states Laos, Cambodia, Burma and Vietnam; 
the absolute monarch of Brunei; and the head 
of the Thai military junta that overthrew a 
democratically elected Thai government. 

Burma’s prime minister stood stiff and 
stern throughout the ceremony. Among the 
leaders, only Philippine President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo managed a smile. 

The 10 Asean leaders then raised a toast 
of fruit juice and clinked glasses after the 
signing of the charter. 

"The longoverdue Asean Charter is aimed at 
formally tuming the 40-year-old organiza- 
tion—often derided as a toothless talk shop—in- 
то a rules-based legal entity That means Asean 
can sue and be sued under the charter, and will 
be held accountable for all the treaties and 
agreements it signs. It will also set up enfore 
able financial, rade and environmental rules. 


Human rights 

One of the most significant pledges in the 
charter is to set up a regional human rights 
body. The document, however, failed to include 
a mechanism for enforcing human rights. 

Critics say the charter will have limited 
impact because it will not be able to punish 
governments that violate the human rights 
of their citizens. 

Negotiators have watered the charter 
down by dropping earlier recommenda- 
tions to consider sanctions, including роз: 
ble expulsion, in cases of serious breaches 
ofthe covenant by member nations. 

‘The charter upholds Asean’s bedrock prin- 
ciple barring members from interfering in 
each other's domestic affairs—an edict that 
Burma has invoked to parry criticism of its dis- 
mal human rights record and to prevent the 
human rights agency from having any teeth. 

But Philippine Ambassador Rosario Mana- 
1o, chair of the task force that drafted the char- 
ter, said Filipino human rights groups as well 
as their counterparts in other Southeast Asian 
countries would have a new intemational fo- 
rum to raise issues of abuses by governments. 

“Moving forward is another step,” Mana- 
Іо said. "But its already there . . . the issue 
of human rights is already institutionalized 
with that body.” 


Rules for trade investment. 

The Asean Charter accords a legal identi- 
ty to Asean for international negotiations 
and transactions. It sets out a common set 
of rules for negotiations in trade, invest- 
ment, environment and other fields. 

The economic blueprint sets targets and 
timelines to fuse Aseans 10 disparate 
economies into a single market and produc- 
tion hub by 2015. Goods, services, invest- 
ment, skilled labor and capital will be al- 
lowed to move across borders freely under 
the Азеай Economic Community, although it 
‘won't involve a single currency like the euro. 

Economists said the ambitious plan would 
boost the economic muscle of the sprawling 
region of 550 million people, roughly the 
same market size as the European Unio 
But they warned protectionism, political in- 
stability, poverty and snail-pace implemen- 
tation were key hurdles to its success. 

“These are very nice goals to stick up on 
the wall. Some are doable, but to achieve a 
single market is tough, unless all the coun- 
tries are ready to open up,” said Song Seng 
Wun, regional economist with CIMB-GI 
Research in Singapore. 

‘Actual economic assimilation in Asean 
has been sluggish and the region—which 
has a combined GDP of roughly $880 bil- 
lion (euro600 billion euro)—accounts for 
only 6 percent of global exports. 

Burma's poor human rights records and 
litical problems are also barriers to Asean’s plans 
to boost linkages with its key trading partners, 
the United States and the European Union. 

“Their hopes for more integration is like- 
ly aimed at maintaining their competitive- 
ness versus China and India,” said David 
Cohen, director of Asian forecasting at Ac- 
tion Economics in Singapore. 

“Iris a step in the right direction; 2015 is 
a reasonable target, but it might not be 
achievable. Protectionist policies can come 
in the way when countries try to integrate,” 
hesaid. Reports by Norman Bordadora, 
AB AFP and Reuters 
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SAVING THE CITY'S LUNGS: Parolees/probationers/pardonees get into the act of fighting 
global warming. They are planting 70 saplings in the bald patches of the 2.2-ha Arroceros 


Forest Parkin Manila, 


Prison break to combat 
climate change 


From page Al 
Around 50 probationers, parolees and 
pardonees from the Manila Parole and Pro- 
bation Office No. 6 in Sta. Mesa will plant 
70 saplings in the bald patches of the 
2.2-hectare forest, according to Regina Pa- 
terno, president of Winner Foundation. 

“We welcome all volunteers [who want] 
to help so they will feel part of Arroceros 
Park. And because of global warming, I 
think it's important to spread the message. 
that we all have to participate in solving 
that problem," Paterno told the INQUIRER. 


Part of what program 

Ina letter to Paterno, chief probation and 
parole officer Angelito Папо said the 9 a.m. 
activity was part of the rehabilitation pro- 
gram that used multidisciplinary tech- 
niques. It was also a “fitting occasion” to 
celebrate Drug Prevention Month. 

“Through tree-planting, we hope to use 
the promotion of the environment in devel- 
oping the social behavior of our clients. 
This will make them feel like an integral 
part of the community,” Папо said, adding 


are 


1 Applicable on selected models only 


that the Arroceros Forest Park was the “only 
one of its kind” in Metro Manila 

Tronically, the acacia rain tree and bana- 
ba saplings to be planted were given by the 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR). Из current secretary, 
Lito Atienza, was assailed by the Winner 
Foundation during Atienza's term as Mani- 
la mayor for allegedly ordering the cutting 
of trees in the park to give way to a building 
for public school teachers. 


Vanishing trees 

In the past weeks, a gardening committee 
from Winner has been kept busy by the rush 
of volunteers from schools, private compa- 
nies and nongovemment groups like As- 
sumption College, Centro Escolar University, 
Citibank and Rotary Club of Manila Metro. 

"We are trying to replant as fast as we can 
before the typhoons come. There are still a 
lot of places to fill in,” Paterno said. 

А commissioned topographic map creat- 
ed by geodetic engineer Agustin Perida in 
July showed that only 2,000 of the park's 
8,000 trees remained. 
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Jonas ma hits CHR ‘cover-up’ 


Desaparecidos' kin slam probe's closure, say findings say nothing 


THE MOTHER OF THE MISSING 
Jonas Joseph Burgos yesterday 
lashed out at the Commission on 
Human Rights (CHR) over what 
she said was the agency's "skele- 
tal resolution" declaring its in- 
quiry into the disappearance of 
her son temporarily closed. 

Edita Burgos, who accused the CHR of 
participating in an alleged cover-up, and 
relatives of other desaparecidos (disap- 
peared), trooped to the CHR office on Com- 
monwealth Avenue yesterday to file her re- 
sponse to the resolution issued by the agen- 
су for "Case No. 2007-058" on the enforced 
disappearance of Jonas Joseph Burgos. 

Edita said the “findings” said nothing 
and provided no conclusions on the agen- 
суз findings. 

She also took exception to the CHRIS state- 
ment that she had been “non-cooperative” and 
and that she had refused to testify before the 
body. This was cited by the CHR, particularly 
Commissioner Dominador Calamba, as the rea- 
son for the “temporary closure” ofthe inquiry. 

“I can’t accept that their reason for stop- 
ping the investigation is that I was not co- 
operative. That's absurd. My son is miss- 
ing,” Edita told reporters. 

She said she was at the June’ 15 public 
hearing ready to testify, but wanted an Intel- 
ligence Service of the Armed Forces (ISAFP) 
" official to precede her However, even 
ace though Calamba agreed to the arrangement, 
LAE Ld ee M + the latter insisted on calling Edita to testify 

— à лыла. first to which her lawyers objected. 
Edita said Calamba then refused to call 
her to the witness stand even after Gen. 
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MULTI FUNCTION PRINTERS to claim P105M 


WHILE OTHERS WOULD HAVE DASHED TO 
the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office to 
claim the P105.8 million pot, the winner ofthe 

егзайе à Affordable &4й-1 МЕР oma. эчг-1 MEP Perfect fo Super Lotto lottery last Sunday is apparently 
tor Medium Sized Business dim Your Home Office & Personal Usi taking his time about getting his hands on the 
*Fincioniy Copy San Pat Fax Facing on Som PF Pn = 
оразага ау Б меени Until yesterday the winner of the 
E MINA а tingere улар P105,810,975 pot in the Nov. 18 Super Lot- 
‚шше 09811 eompatlewiNUSB20, — 5 me. А юнае USB 1.1 compatble wah USB 2.0, to 6/49 draw, the second biggest this year, 
IEEE 1284 Para IEEE 1284 Paratel has not given notice or made any move to 
* Compatible wih Windows, Масти, боох $ + OS Conpatibity Windows, Macintosh, Linux claim the prize. 

& + Asvared Digtal Copy features 5250 Sheet Coste Tray Larry Cedro, the PCSO spokesperson, said 

Le pe A 10 Copy, Айе, Cone, Poster, Coliation + Speci Features One-touch Toner [Tol Save Buttons, in а telephone interview the winning ticket 

arias, de +250 Sheet Caste Tray {6 tou Bana Back, Protessenal Pret Layouts was bought somewhere in Bicutan, Taguig. 
= i Mat Pages per Эш. Feto Page, Poster Watermark He said the PCSO cannot disclose the win- 
мош тег profile. And since the winner has not 
turned up at the PCSO main office, they can- 
not tell what the gender of the winner is nor 
how much was spent on the winning bet. 
PC COR TARRO ENITEN Cedro said the winning numbers—12, 
13, 27, 31, 34, 37—were apparently cho- 
sen by the bettor and may be numbers that 
The World's Smallest and Lightest he or she considered significant. 
olor Laser Рег "The numbers the winner chose were пог 
Pint Speed. Up to 16 pp in ВАМ), 4 ppm incolor (М) part of the ‘lucky pick.’ The winner chose 
uite о Gt the numbers,” the PCSO spokesperson said, 
ацан: ома танаар explaining that it was what was called 


ого un nen less "standard pick, or numbers consistently 
саа 05820 


selected by the bettor. 
*OS Company Windows, Macintosh, Linx 
flips o попок 15 draws dee Sept 30 before some 
Ony 86 (Lowest Note Levin ts Css) nique Toms ay опе finally won the pot. It was also the 15th tme, 
LP-300 Printer sedem since the PCSO lotto was launched on March 8, 
parece 1995, that the pot exceeded P100 million. 
s una "The latest jackpot winner won the second 
biggest lotto prize, after the Cebu-based busi- 
nessman who won the P126-million pot in the 
June 3 Super Lotto 6/49 draw. The historic 
Super Lotto 6/49 draw with a P202 million 
pot was won оп Oct. 17, 2002 by six bettors. 
Cedro said that even if the winner does 
not claim the prize in the next few days, the 
claimant has until Nov. 18, 2008 to collect 
the P105 million pot. 
Should the pot not be claimed after this grace 
period lapses, the entire amount goes to charity. 
Jeannette 1. Andrade 
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EXTREME BIKER 


Complex in Marikina City. 


By Beverly Т. Natividad 
and Allison W. Lopez 


‘THE MANILA POLICE DISTRICT 
has temporarily shifted its attention 
from the investigation of the killing 
ofan election official to looking in- 
to allegations that some of the vic- 
tim’s belongings and money were 
taken by some policemen, 

‘Supt. Nelson Yabut, chief of the 
MPD criminal investigation and 
detection unit, was at the Com- 
mission on Elections office yester- 
day to take down statements from 
two of Alioden Dalaig's staff. 

Dalaig, the chief of the poll 
body's law department, was 


psa 


An extreme sports athlete is silhouetted against the sky as he 
rides his bike during a practice session at the Marikina Sports 


RUDY ESPERAS 


shot dead by an unknown gun- 
man on Nov. 10 at the corner of 
М.Н. Del Pilar and Pedro Gil 
Streets in Ermita, Manila. 

‘The staff members, Yabut said, 
could provide the police with in- 
formation on what Dalaig was 
carrying when he was killed. 

Chief Supt. Roberto Rosales, 
MPD director, the other day or- 
dered the relief of Chief Insp. Ale- 
jandro Yanquiling, the head of 
the MPD homicide division and 
SPOA4 Benito Cabatbat, one of the 
case investigators, following 
complaints from Dalaig's family. 

‘According to the victim's kin, 
some P7,000 in cash and a two- 
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EL DIBYOU KNOW 


ON NOV. 21, 2003, Jaime Cardinal Sin stepped down as 
archbishop of Manila after holding the post for 29 years. Ho. 
was the 30th Manila archbishop and the third Filipino cardi- 
nal. The influential spiritual leader participated in the ouster 
of two presidents: Ferdinand Marcos in 1986 and Joseph 
Estrada in 2001. Sin passed away in June 2005 at the age 
of 76. He was succeeded by Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales. 


pr metroGinquirercom.ph Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


Mystery girl was insure 


But who is beneficiary of alleged rape-slay victim? 


By Tina G, Santos 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF 
Investigation yesterday said that 
Geraldine Palma, the 7-year-old 
girl believed to had been kid- 
napped, raped and killed by her 
captors, was covered by a per- 
sonal accident insurance policy. 

This contradicted the earlier 
claim of Palma’s father, Gerald, 
that his daughter did not have 
any insurance policy. 

NBI Special Task Force chief 
Ате! Dalumpines said that Pal- 
та had a P40,000 personal acci- 
dent insurance with Philam In- 
surance which was effective 
"from July 13, 2007 jo 2008.” 


karat ring were missing when the 
police turned over to them Dalaig's 
personal belongings. They also ac- 
‘cused the police of substituting the 
victims bracelet with a fake опе. 

Yanquiling, meanwhile, said 
the accusations against him and 
Cabatbat were designed to divert 
attention from Dalaig' killing. 

He added that he and his men 
were about to conduct a manhunt 
for the suspects when he received 
Rosales’ order relieving him. 

"We had already identified 
the group of suspects through 
the close-circuit television 
footage, including the look- 
outs," Yanquiling said. 


The information came from cause her physical features did аре to individuals. The terms of 
lawyer Isagani Acosta, Philam not match the one listed in her the plan include accidental 
vice president for claims. school records. deaths due to unseen or un- 
Acosta, however, did not say АРМА test was conducted by planned circumstances, includ- 
who paid for the policy and who the NBI to confirm the identity ing death due to being a victim 
Palma's beneficiaries were. of the victim but the result has ofa crime, according to a Phil- 
Palma, a student of St. Paul yet tobe released. am Insurance staff. 
College Pasig, disappeared with “This inquiry was part of our Тһе mystery of Palma's death 
her nanny, Marites Ontog, last investigation since we're look- deepened on Sunday when her 
August. A few days later, the ingatall possible angles, like ifit mother, Angie "Felma" Estrav- 
body of a girl believed to be Pal- insurance’ fraud,” ela, said in a sworn statement to 


ma was found inside a suitcase 


"Right now, the Manila police that the corpse 


in Tondo, Manila. we're still waiting for the те. found inside the suitcase was 
The girls body, which was sponse of other insurance firms пос that of her child and that her 
buried at the Manila Memorial to determine if Palma was cov- husband, Gerald, received Pl 
Park, was exhumed on Sept. 24 егей by other insurance policies million in insurance benefits. 
after police investigators began apart from Philam Insurance.”  — Estravela, however, later told 
raising doubts about whether or Personal accident insurance is а television reporter that she 
not the victim was Palma be- a yearly renewable plan avail- was retracting her statement. 


MPD probe of Dalaig slay shifts to allegations of theft 


He added that the money 
turned overto the family was only 
handed to Cabatbat by the staff of 


the Ospital ng Maynila where | New York City’s 


Dalaig was taken after he was 


shot. There was no diamond ring | NO.1 All Beef Hotdog! 


given by the hospital staff, he said. 


‘According to him, they have | It’s so yummy М 
an informant who has provided | even celebrities love it! 


information linking Dalaig to “a 
big scandal.” 

Comelec Commissioner Flo- 
rentino Tuason, on the other 
hand, said Yanquiling had no ba- 
sis to make such an allegation. 

“Tris unfair to allude to some- 
one who cannot defend him- 
self," said Tuason. 
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By Jerome Aning 


TWO ELECTRICITY-POWERED 
jeepneys or ејеерпеуѕ began 
plying a set route їп Makati City 
yesterday, part of a two-month 
pilot test run to fine tune their 
adaptability as a commercial 
public transport. 

The e-jeepneys, presented to 
the public last July 4 by the 
Makati City government, 
Green Independent Power Pro- 
ducer (GRIPP) and Green- 


route to be used by the e-jeep- 
neys which offer free rides to 
commuters. 

Greenpeace-Southeast Asian 
and GRIPP officials, however, 
criticized the Land Transporta- 
tion Office for the delay in the 
issuance of the vehicles’ regis- 
tration papers. 

In a statement, Greenpeace 
said the e-jeepneys’ route was 
limited to private roads as the 
LTO had not yet classified the 
vehicle. 


on registering this type of vehicle. 
GRIPP and Greenpeace 
called on concerned govern- 
ment agencies to fast track the 
classification and registration 
of the electric jeepneys and to 
create the right regulatory 
framework and environmental 
policy so that the vehicles could 
start plying commercial routes. 
“The climate problem exacer- 
bates urban environmental 
challenges for our cities. The 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = + 


METRO . 


which the e-jeepney is an exam- 
ple,” said Jasper Investor, a cli- 
mate and energy campaigner of 
Greenpeace. 

Inventor said Makati had 
shown leadership by pioneering 
projects that address air pollu- 
tion and climate change. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Віпау 
said he was “very optimistic” 
about the e-jeepneys' test phase 
and that the vehicles would 
soon become a common sight in 
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peace, will be picking up pas- 
sengers in Bel-Air Village and 
unloading them at Rockwell 
Center and vice versa. 

This is the the first public 


national government should 
take this seriously and heed the 
international scientific commu- 
пйуз findings that govern- 
ments should quickly find and 
implement climate solutioris of 


The LTO said it must first get a 
certification from the Depart- 
ment of Science and Technology 
on the specifics of the e-jeepneys 
before it can formulate the rules 


the city. 

“The е-еерпеуз will offer a 
cheaper fuel alternative to jeep- 
ney drivers while creating a 
positive impact in the city's air 
quality" he added. 


слава ао 
BEL-AIR Village residents іп Makati are in fora treat. For the 
next two months, jeepneys that run on electricity or e-jeeps will be 
giving free rides to commuters in the area for unloading at Rockwell 


Center and vice versa. EMZAMORA 
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Engineer іп Ozone case cleared 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN HAS AF- 
firmed its earlier decision acquit- 
ting former Quezon City engineer 
Alfredo Macapugay who had been 
charged with reckless imprudence 
in connection with the Ozone Disco 
fire that killed more than 100 peo- 
ple in 1996. 

The antigraft court's Third Divi- 
sion said the issues raised by gov- 
ernment lawyers in their petition 
asking the court to reconsider its 
ruling were a rehash of old argu- 
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In acquitting Macapugay more 
than three months ago, the court 
ruled thet the prosecution had 
failed to prove the QC official's “au- 
thorship" of the crime. 

Tt also pointed ош that there was 
not enough evidence to show that 
Macapugay granted permits to the 
club without first inspecting the es- 
tablishment. 

The engineer was charged with 
reckless imprudence resulting in 
multiple homicide and multiple 
physical injuries for allegedly ne- 
glecting to validate the safety of the 
disco houses plans and facilities 
during its construction and renova- 
tion in 1991 and 1992, respectively. 

In asking the court to reconsid- 


er its decision acquitting Macapu- 
gay, prosecutors maintained that 
the case was not anchored on 
command responsibility but on 
the engineer's "nonperformance" 
of duties required of him under 
thelaw. 

“The prosecution is seeking the 

. conviction of the accused not be- 
cause he delegated his authority 
but because he failed to evaluate 
ihe documents submitted by the 
Ozone Disco owners," the lawyers 
said. 

They also challenged the ruling 
as it did пог contain a certification 
from Presiding Justice Teresita 
Leonardo-De Castro that the deci- 
sion was reached following consul- 
tations among members of the divi 
sion. 

The court, however, found the 
prosecution's petition "devoid of 
merit.” 

“The prosecution's evidence 
should stand or fall on its own 
strength (or weakness)," it said. 

It also added that the signatures 
of the three members of Third Divi- 
sion—Chair Godofredo Legaspi and 
Associate Justices Efren de la Cruz 
and Norberto Geraldez—clearly 
showed that the resolution was 
reached following deliberations 
among them. 
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Lawmaker eyes new site 


for Valenzuela hospital 
A PUBLIC lot managed by the Depart- 
ment of Transportation and Commu- 
nication is being eyed as the new site 
of the Valenzuela City Medical Center. 
Rep. Rex Gatchalian, of the city's sec- 
ond district, has filed a bill asking the 
DOTC to allow the transfer of the hos- 
pital to the site, previously reserved 
fora telecommunication training cen- 
ter. He promised to use his Priority 
Development Assistant Fund for the 
construction and improvement of a 
bigger hospital which, he added, 
would benefit residents of the city 
and nearby areas. The lot is located 
on the MacArthur Highway. 
Gatchalian said that he and Health 
Secretary Francisco Duque II recent- 
ly inspected the site and the latter 
agreed to endorse the project to the 
DOTC. The lawmaker added that 
Duque also promised to allocate P50 
million for the rehabilitation of the 
public hospital. Gatchalian said that 
he has already submitted a proposal 
on the matter to Transportation and 
Communication Assistant Secretary 
Lorenzo Formoso 111. 

Nancy C. Carvajal 
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A CONNECTION TO HOME 


SMART and DOT welcomes everyone to their Home in Asia 


Joseph Durano, Department of Tourism Secretary, and Danilo Mojica, head of 
SMART’s Wireless Consumer Division, celebrate DOT and SMART' strong 
three-year partnership. 


Beyond the glistening beaches of El Nido, the extraordinary rice terraces, 
and the vibrant colors of Zamboanga vintas, it has always been the warmth 
of the Filipino hospitality that has made the Philippines everyone’s home 
in Asia. And for three years now, SMART has consistently helped the De- 


partment of Tourism deliver that friendly message across. A message filled 


with tender smiles and sincere kindness that can only come from a Filipino. 


Just recently, Department of Tourism Secretary Joseph Durano and SMART 


created a campaign that highlighted the Filipino's welcoming demeanor. 


Entitled "Home", the commercials mainly focused on the friendly 
Filipinos while still featuring the different sights of the country. 
Through print and TV, "Home" lovingly states that whoever you 
are, wherever you come from, the Philippines has its arms wide 


open for you. 


Danilo J. Mojica, head of SMART Wireless Consumer Division, and 
Secretary Durano were both very pleased with the outcome of 
their partnership. As a result, the Department of Tourism is look- 
ing to create more projects with SMART in the future while the 
mobile network is prepared to back them up with its impeccable 
line of services. SMART IDD, for example, has never failed tourists 
and Filipinos alike in providing them with outstanding mobile 
connection. Such is the case for many years now earning SMART 


the status of being the country's biggest mobile network to the 
world. 


Secretary Durano further commends SMART in the company's 
effort to promote Philippine tourism, “Thanks to SMART, our jobs 
have become easier, helping us reach more and more people all 
over the world.” 


Indeed, as witnessed in “Home”, SMART embodies the spirit of 
Filipino hospitality — genuine service that welcomes everyone 
from different parts of the world like long lost family. You are 


home with SMART. You are home in the Philippines. 
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t Your bedroom 


Settle in aud make yourself comfortable. We have 7,107 islands 
warmed by 80 million caring hearts to make you rest easy and 


feel at home. 
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Philippines 


Your Home in Asia 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


BANGLADESH CYCLONE 


Survivors cry for more ai 


BANGLADESH SOUGHT MORE “Atthis time we willwelcome  vivors of the worst cyclone to. itwill come.” 
foreign aid on Tuesday to help support from the international hit Bangladesh in a decade. “Some biscuits and a few bot- 
thousands of survivors of Cy- community.” said a statement At Patharghata, ahard-hit trad- Чез of water are what I've got- 
done Sidr after the storm from Bangladesh foreign min- ing town along the Bay of Bengal, ten in the past three days," the 
mauled the country’s coast and istry. “We are doing as best as тоге than 100 women—many of 45-year-old said. 
killed more than 3,100 people, wecandoourselves,"itsaid. ет dad in vels—gathered Тһе governmentis using heli- 
according to an official tally Тһе government said inter- Tuesday hoping to get aid. copters and boats to get aid to 
that was expected to rise. national aid worth about $120 “Туе been waiting here for the tens of thousands of sur- 
Food, fresh water and tempo- million has so far been several hours hoping to get vivorslefthomeless and desper- 
rary shelter had still not promised. But relief items such some food and drinking water,” ate for help when the cyclone 
reached many of the hungry as tents, rice and water have said Safura Begum, who has tore across the Bangladesh SISTERS Fatema Begam, right, and Layla Banu comfort each other 
and exhausted survivors. been slow to reach most sur- threechildren.“ButT'mnotsure coast last Thursday. AP Tuesday in Patharghata. 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Iran agrees to new talks 
TEHRAN—Iran has agreed to a new round 
of talks with the United States on Iraq after 
Washington made an offer via the Swiss 
dging embassy in Tehran, Foreign Minister 
acific Manouchehr Mottaki said on Tuesday. 
Mottaki told reporters that Iran has agreed 
to the new talks within the framework of 
its policy of helping the Iraqi people. “The 
exact date of the new talks will be an- 
‘nounced in the near future,” he said. Iran 
and the United States have already held 
three rounds of talks over Iraq this year. 
But they failed to achieve a major break- 
through and did not stray into other con- 
tentious issues between the arch foes, 
namely Tehran's controversial nuclear 
program. AFP 


UN: 32-M people have AIDS 


GENEVA—A total of 2.5 million people 
around the world have been infected with 
HIV/AIDS this year and 32.2 million are 
now living with the virus, an annual United 
3 Nations report on the epidemic said on 
д: 2 : i Tuesday. Revised figures in the latest UN- 
It only takes a few clicks to give your mouse a little: een AIDS study alsa slashed an exfimats for 
E uec 2 3 total infections this time last year to 32.7 
“е, million from 39.5 million cases, the num- 
ber given in the agency's 2006 report. 
More than two million people have died 
from the disease in 2007, according to the. 
UN's HIV/AIDS body. АЕР 


Great-grandson in trouble 
SYDNEY—The great-grandson of former 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
pleaded guilty on Tuesday to knowingly 
taking part in a multimillion dollar ecstasy 
racket. Police arrested Nicholas Jake Bar- 
tonat his Sydney home in June last year. 
during a series of raids in which officers 
seized some 250,000 ecstasy tablets. 
worth around $13 million. The 33-year-old 
Briton, who is the son of James Barton 
and Arabella Spencer Churchill, pleaded 
guilty before Sydney's Local Court to 
knowingly taking part in the supply of a 
commercial quantity of a prohibited drug. 
The charge carries a maximum penalty of 
20 years in prison. AP 


Japan starts fingerprinting 
NARITA—Japan started fingerprinting 
and photographing arriving foreigners on 
Tuesday in a crackdown on terrorists, de- 
spite complaints that the measures unfair- 
ly target non-Japanese. Nearly all foreign- 
ers aged 16 or over, including longtime 
residents, will be scanned. The only ex- 
ceptions are diplomats, government 
guests and permanent residents such as 
Koreans who have lived in Japan for gen- 
erations, Tokyo has staunchly backed the 
US-led attacks on Iraq and Afghanistan, 
raising fears Japan could be targeted by 
terrorists. Officials said the new security 
measures, while inconvenient for visitors, 
were necessary. AP 


Diana might have survived? 
LONDON—Princess Diana might have 
survived her баг crash in 1997 if French 
medics had brought her to a hospital 
faster than they did, a leading British sur- 
geon has told an inquest into her death. 
Prof. Thomas Treasure, a former presi- 
dent of the European Association for Car- 
dio-thoracic Surgery, said on Monday that 
the medics had done “very substantial 
good” in the initial period after the acci- 
dent but that once Diana was in the ambu- 
lance time began “slipping away." Dr. 
Treasure, who was asked to review 
records of the treatment given to Diana for 
5 © coroner Lord Justice Scott Baker, conced- 
E р ed that the princess’ internal Injuries were 
i % serious. But he said it was theoretically 
possible that she might have been saved. 
With Northwest Airlines? E-Services you can fly your way, whatever suits your taste. Select your favorite seat onboard from your favorite seat Diana died after a Mercedes carrying her 
at home. And it only takes a mouse click to print your boarding pass, wherever you are. It's also simple to book online or even manage your slammed into a pillar in the Pont de l'Alma 
reservations and WorldPerks? account online. Visit nwa.comiph to start planning а trip that suits your taste today. Now you're flying smart. tunnel in Paris while being pursued by pa- 
parazzi on the night of Aug. 31, 1997. The 
crash also killed Diana's boyfriend, Dodi 
ash Fayed, and their driver Henri Paul. French 
Click and fly your way with nwa.com/ph wa Ё 2) and British police have concluded that 
Visit nwa.com/asia/eservce to learn how to earn up to 6 000 Banus Miles by using Northwest E-Services. Paul, the acting security chief at the Ritz 
Hotel in Paris, was weil over the legal al- 
cohol limit when the accident occurred. 
AP 
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Pacquiao to challenge champ Diaz 


By Hermie Rivera 
Contributor 


PLANS ARE SLOWLY TAKING 
shape for Manny Pacquiao to 
gun for the WBC lightweight 
belt of champion David Diaz 


in March next year. 


Pacquiao, who pummeled Mexican great 
Marco Antonio Barrera into retirement two 
months ago, will be meeting with promoter 
Bob Arum on Thanksgiving night in Las Vegas 
to discuss the details of the fight, according to 


sources in Team Pacquiao. 


Tt will easily be the biggest fight for the Fil- 
ipino ring icon to date, one that involves a 


Gym closed. for Pacman shoot 


RENOWNED TRAINER FREDDIE 
Roach will do something he has not 
done in quite a long while: Close the 
doors of his Wild Card Gym for a 
day to give way to a commercial 
shoot by Nike, starring Filipino box- 
ing superstar Manny Pacquiao. 
“Nike is doing a commercial on 
training, and they picked their top. 
10 athletes in the world,” said Roach 
їп an interview with Boxingtalk.com 
yesterday, “Manny was one of the 
athletes that they picked.” 
“Iwill be closing the gym for the 


' first time in 12 years for a commer- 


Dragons tackle Realtors 


UNDER NORMAL CIRCUM- 
stances, two-game runs don't 
necessarily merit that much 
attention in the PBA—unless 
the victims in both games hap- 
реп to be powerhouse sides. 

Welcoat puts its impressive 
mini run at stake when the 
Dragons, who have been 
breathing fire of late, clash 
with on-and-off Sta. Lucia in 
the Smart PBA Philippine Cup 
eliminations at the Araneta 
Coliseum in Cubao. 

Game time is 7:20 p.m. 

Welcoat conquered roci 
solid Magnolia and Talk "М — 
Text in a five-day span, the 


first time that the franchise won back-to- 
back games. And, however short the streak, 
it caught a lot of attention and gave the 


Dragons a lot of needed confidence. 


“T still can't believe it," coach Leo Austria 


world title and a very fat check. 
The choice of Diaz as a foe 
came after Pacquiao's “camp 
dropped Juan Manuel Marquez 
and Juan Diaz from the roster of 
probable opponents when he 
fights in the first quarter of next 
year at a still undisclosed location. 
Key details of the bout that will 
assure both Pacquiao and Diaz of 
their biggest purses ever will be > 
released after Thursday's dinner, т 
the same sources said. 
Dethroning Diaz would give 


PACQUIAO 


т Arum said on Monday that he 
still wanted Pacquiao to fight Os- 
car de la Hoya at 147 pounds. 

Pacquiao owns two knockout 
victories over Erik Morales, the 
Mexican legend whom Diaz out- 
pointed on Aug. 4 in Chicago. 

Sources in the Pacquiao camp 
said the Filipino's new friendship 
‘with Morales could be one of the 
biggest reasons why he is going 
after Diaz. 

Pacquiao's trainer Freddie 
Roach, however, said WBC super 
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STANDNGS w 
Purefoods 7 
Mapa 5 
TNT 5 
Alaska 4 
Red Bull 4 
Welcoat 3 
КД 8 
Баша 3 
Brgy. Ginebra 2 
Coca-Cola 1 
GAMES TODAY (Araneta 


435 p.m—Pureloods 


7:20 p.m—Welcoat 


Federation superbantam king. 


cial shoot,” added Roach. “Tam only 
doing this for Pacquiao.” 

Pacquiao will arrive in Los Ange- 
les today to film the Nike commer- 
cial, and will also personally grace 
his brother Bobby's fight on Friday 
against Fernando Trejo at the Mo- 
rongo Casino Resort and Spa in 
Cabazon, California. 

Roach also confirmed reports that 
Pacquiao is set to decide this week 
on who his next opponent will be. 
‘The trainer said that although WBC 
lightweight champ David Diaz 
heads the list of favorites (see relat- 


Coliseum) i 
vs Alaska 


vs Sta, Lucia 


of second place with a win. 


Reyes and Nic Belasco. 


the Filipino hero his third world champi- 
onship. He had been the World Boxing Council 
flyweight titleholder and International Boxing 


—— said after humbling the Bever- 
L age Masters last week. “I don't 
1 — know what it is that we have 
$ other than hard work and 
3 prayers. And with that, the 
3 | boys are starting to believe in 
4 ' the system and now believe 
4 thatwe canwin.” 

б Purefoods, its league-best 
6 seven-game run snapped over 
the weekend, battles Alaska in 
the first game at 4:35 p.m. 

The Tender Juicy Giants fell 
to Red Bull in Tacloban, 87-74, 
and are looking to take the first. 
step toward another streak 
— when they go up against the 

Aces, who could reclaim a piece 


No. 1 pick Joe Devance will again be at the 
forefront of the Welcoat game on both ends, 
with scoring support to come from Jay-R 
Musong Е. Castillo 


featherweight champion Juan Manuel Mar- 
quez Б still a logical choice considering the two 
fought to а controversial draw the first time 
theymet (See related story below). 


ed story above), WBC super feath- 
erweight champion Juan Manuel 
Marquez remains a logical choice. 
“It's the most logical, we fought to 
a draw last time,” said Roach of the 
Marquez bout. "If we don't fight 
Marquez next, we could move up to 
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135 pounds and fight David Diaz, 
People want to see the Marquez re- 
match, and Pacquiao wants to fight 
the best guys out there.” 

Pacquiao and Marquez battled to 
asplit draw when they first crossed 


paths in 2004. 
Salven Lagumbay, Contributor 
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Class above features and style. Unmaiched handing and 
perlormance. The New Generation Honda Civic exudes beauty 
and power inside and out. And alter four legs of the Totally 
Amazing Fuel Eco Run through the congested city roads of 
Metro Manila and the fast freeways from Balintawak to Angeles 
Сау, the Honda Civic proves that it has more than just that. 


in tine with Honda's efforts to promote fuel economy through 
effective driving techniques, the Totally Amazing Fuel Eco Run 
encouraged regular motorists to subject the Civis FVTEC 


engine to a fuel efficiency challenge. Honda Civic owners 
achieved remarkable results at this fuel efficiency fun 
HE competition. They posted an average fuel mileage of 14 Ктин 
: for city driving using manual transmission and 22 
Д тШ for highway driving using automatic 
transmission. 
The Civic truly stands out not only for its overall style and 
unmatched performance, but also for its promising fuel 
efficiency. 
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ES. 
Lady Stags tie 
Tigresses for 

V-League lead ,, 


By Romina 5. Austria 


SAN SEBASTIAN COLLEGE FOUND ITS WAY 
back to the top while Ateneo ousted arch rival 
La Salle from the title race yesterday in the 
2007 Shakeys V-League women's volleyball 
second conference at The Arena in San Juan. 

‘The Lady Stags looked ready for a walk in 
the park against the Adamson Lady Falcons. In- 
stead, they went through five sets before pulling 
through, 21-25, 31-29, 25-16, 22-25, 15-7. 

San Sebastian caught up anew with idle 
‘University of Santo Tomas for the lead at 8-1. 

Inthe second game, Ateneo dealt La Salle its 
second semifinal loss, 25-21, 22-25, 25-19, 25- 
35, to improve its chance for a finals seat. 

Та Salle has one more game left but is al- 
ready out of contention in the tournament it 
won two years ago over San Sebastian. 

‘With the Lady Eagles" win, either San Sebas- 
tian or Santo Tomas should sweep its last two 
matches to avoid a playoff. 


‘The Lady Falcons, already out of it, took the 
first set and had four chances to erect a 2-0 
Jead, but were frustrated by the Lady Stags. 


HARBOUR’s Gerwin Gace fakes off Май and 
More's Lawrence Bonus (left) and Khiel Misa. 
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Ha apee, Harbour gain semis 


GAMES TOMORROW (The Arena) 
2 рл. San Mig Coffee vs Bacchus. 
4p.m.—Pharexvs Hapee 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


REED JUNTILLA CLUSTERED 
nine straight points in the home- 
stretch as Hapee Toothpaste 
streaked to its sixth straight win, 
79-75, over Toyota Balintawak 
yesterday and clinched an out- 
right PBL semifinal berth in the V- 
Go Extreme Energy Drink Cup at 
the Rizal Coliseum. 

Despite the victory, Hapee coach 
Jun Noel said there will be no letup for 
the Complete Protectors, who posted 


their franchise-best start. 

“There's still pressure, ме want to 
stay at No. 1,” said Noel. 

Harbour Centre clinched the same 
semifinal incentive in the first game 
after snapping Mail and More's three- 
game winning run, 74-66, for a sec- 
ond-best 6-1 slate. 

Scoreless in the first half, Juntilla 
sparked a telling 9-1 spurt to give the 
Hapee a 70-64 edge heading into the 
Jast two minutes after trailing at 61-63. 

The Road Kings threatened at 71- 
69 behind Erwin Sta. Maria before 
Juntilla responded with a layup with 
38.3 seconds remaining, 

Solomon Mercado also took over 
the scoring chores for Harbour Centre 
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by pouring eight points in a 15-4 run 
that gave the three-time champions а 
54-42 cushion late in the third canto. 

The scores 

First Game 

HARBOUR CENTRE 74—Merczdo 16, Ababou 
13, Gaco 12. Tang 9, Asoro б, Cañizares 5, Mala- 
baran 4, Marcar, Tor 2, Vergara 2, Gonzales 
2. Gamboa 0. 

MAILAND MORE 66—Arelano 15, Misa B, San- 
105 7, Gregorio 7, Co 5, Masbang 8, Baracael 5, 
Bonus 4, David, Canis 2, Bauzon 2. Balesteros 2. © 

Quarters: 17-21, 38-32, 58-47, 74-86 

Second Game 

HAPEE 79—untla 15, Rodriguez 12, Dan 11, 
Borbora 11, Norwood 7, Mercado 7, Vray б, Espi- 
1u 4, Grado 4, Saguindel 4, Hugratan 2, Ойу 0 

TOYOTA BALINTAWAK 75—92, Mora 18, A- 
ave 13, Casio 9, Guerro 9, Vianuea В, ome б, 
Faundo 4, Sena 2, Alcaraz 2, Dedicatoria 2, Ro- 
igez 2, Cole 0, Hayes. 

Quarters: 21-17, 40-39, 51-51, 79:75 


Rs League semifinal race heats up 


FOUR TEAMS SEEKING THE LAST TWO SEMIFINAL BERTHS 
expect a down-the-wie fightin the Fi-OIVFying V National Col- 
legiate Champions League today at The Arena in San Juan. 

The Ateneo Blue Eagles and the Jose Rizal Bombers battle at 
= 4pm, right after the 2 p.m. quarterfinal bout between the Far 
Eastern Tamaraws and the STI Olympians. 

The winner between the Ateneo-JRU tiff will advance to the. 


back NCAA champion 


Final Four versus the Santo Tomas Tigers, who ousted back-to- 


San Beda, 88-84, last Monday. 


FEU and STI are looking to advance to the Final Four versus 
the University of the Visayas Green Lancers, who secured the 


first semifinal 


slot by routing University of Mindanao, 78-58. 


The Olympians earned an outright quarterfinal slot following 


the withdrawal of the University of the East. Jasmine W Payo- 


ITS WRONG, INCORRECT, CORRUPT, 
butall the Philippines could do is roll with 
the punches now that it has dropped the 
Overall championship even before the 
24th Southeast Asian Games could fire off 
in Thailand, 

Not one punch thrown, not a single 
goal scored and there goes the regional 
supremacy established by the Philippines 
‘when itlast hosted the Games in 2005. 

The odd truth here is that the RP 
achievement was at best ephemeral, flit- 
ting, like the golden Ше of a rely 

t sank and went р the moment the 
host of the succeeding edition of the SEA. 
Games was picked. 

So in which edition of the Games, re- 
gional version of the Olympics for eager 
competitors in Southeast Asia, did Thai- 
land, as host, fail to dominate? 

The overly patriotic Thais, who 


No stopping the Thais in their gold harvest 


would close their eyes at the height of 
home-spun cheating, were always 
there to celebrate and bask in their per- 
ceived superiority each time their 
country hosted the SEA Games. 

Of course, it's not exactly different in 
the case of the Philippines. 

‘The county finished third in the overall 
race the first time it hosted the Games in 
1981, then missed dethroning Indonesia 
bya single gold medal here in 1991. 

‘And, to repeat, RP was the mightiest 
and strongest in the region in 2005. 

"That said, it cannot be denied that a 
host country's supremacy in the Southeast 
Asian Games hinges mainly on how it suc- 
cessfully manipulates the biennial calen- 
dar of events. 

More often than not, the total gold 
medal harvest of a victorious host is the 
result of its ability to twist arms, insert or 


introduce endemicevents which, needless 
to say, no other country could expect to 
win. 

Not to say that the SEA Games could al- 
so qualify as the Arm-twisting Olympics. 

But how couldve Меат failed to 
emerge the overall champion in 2003, an 
incredible feat completed only after it 
managed to include such strange events 
as fin swimming, among a host of others, 
in the gold-medal race? 


ОК, there are the usual protests and re- 


fusal from rival countries whenever these 
strange disciplines are introduced but, in 
the end, the rotten practice prevails at the 
expense of the Olympic ideal. 

The introduction of endemic events in 
the SEA Games to favor the host is an ac- 
cepted corruption that must've been al- 
ready there when the biennial meet first 
took off as the Southeast Asian Peninsular 
Games. 

‘Winning the overall championship un- 
doubtedly builds up pride, if not sincere 
respect, with the host regularly indulging 
in the gold-medal harvest. 

Didn't the Philippines itself come a few 
points short of inserting such weird events 
as tumbang preso and tuksong tinik when. 
itlast hosted the SEA Games? 

There is, therefore, no reason to cele- 
‘brate over the report that at least a dozen 
strange events had been scratched from 


the forthcoming Games in Thailand due 
tothe lack of the required number of com- 
petitors. 

This only confirmed how much the 
‘Thais have abused their manipulative 
powers in order to ensure success as the 
host country. 

АП told, the Philippines, as defending 
champion, will have to vie mainly for the 
crumbs in the SEA Games starting on Dee. 
6 in two Thai provinces. 

‘The call, as sounded by top RP delega- 
tion officials headed by Rep. Мопісо 
Puentevella, is for the country to fight and 
finish a strong second overall 

The Philippines had had its golden mo- 
ments in the sun two years ago. 

So leave it to the Thais to again bask 
and enjoy a form of national ego massage, 
thanks to the perennial corruption that 
has become endemic in the Southeast 
Asian Games. 
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Baculi believes RP 
five good for gold 


By Jasmine W. Payo Boyet Bautista and Eugene Tan, 

shooters Chris Tiu, Jonathan Fer- 
NATIONAL COACH JUNEL BA- nandez and Patrick Cabahug, for- 
culi expects tougher regional ri- wards Erick dela Cuesta and Jeff 
vals, but believes his reinforced Chan, and big men Jervy Cruz, 


squad has a strong shot at the Beau Belga, Eric Rodriguez and 
NEW YORK—THE ORLANDO MAGIC REGISTERED A 95-88 E basketball gold in the Southeast Chad Alonzo. 


road win over the New Orleans Hornets on Monday, notching a Asian Games. “The team is coming together 
fifth straight victory a day after handing the Boston Celtics “We've seen the opposition and slowly, I'm one of the new addi- 
their first loss of the season. ч D isnot only Thailand that'sstrong, tions and it kind of made it 
Dwight Howard had 24 points lowing a Lewis three-pointer with | also Indonesia; the other teams tough,” said Norwood, the 6-foot- 
and 15 rebounds for the Magie, 1:25 remaining. are progressing, theyre catching 5 guard who suited up for the all- 
Rashard Lewis added 19 and ‘The Utah Jazz handed the New up on us," said Baculi, who pre- pro RP Team in the Tokushima Fi- 
Jameer Nelson scored 16 as Or- Jersey Nets their sixth straight sented at the PSA Forum yester- ba Asia Championship last July. 
Jando improved to 7-0 on the road loss, a 102-75 setback at Salt Lake day the final 16-man lineup that “Tm willing to learn, willing to 
in ending New Orleans five-game Ci will leave for the Thailand SEAG adjust and hopefully T can do that 
"winning streak. Deron Williams had 20 points опрес. quickly enough to help the team 
Peja Stojakovic led the Homets and Carlos Boozer 17 for the Jazz. “We had inadequate personnel win.” 
with 21 points. ______ Richard Jefferson paced in some positions, we filled. it up Baculi said team officials will 
The  fast-starting | GAMETODAY | the Nets with 22. р, and now that the gap is dosed, I trim the roster to 12 players dur- 
Magic (10-2) Бокей коа | Sam-iAlaer | — Gerald Wallace had thinkwe have astrong team.” ^ — ing the SEAG managers meeting 
33-17 first-quarter lead | vsindanaPacers | 27 points and Raymond The HarbourPhilippine Team, оп Dec. 4, before the Philippines 
behind Howard's 10 | (replayat9pm) | Felton and Jason m E ы jl co-captained by expros Alex kicks off its bid versus Cambodia 
pointsand increased the Richardson each added \ Crisano and Allan Salangsang, (Dec. 7), Indonesia (Dec. 9), 
margin to 21 pointsin the second. 24 as the Charlotte Bobcats beat MB cookin four additional players led Malaysia (Dec. 11) and Thailand 
However New Orleans (9:3) фе Portland Trail Blazers 101-92. е Ñ by celebrated FibAm Gabe Nor- (Dec.13). 
closed the gap to 53-43 atthe half Jarrett Jack scored 18 for Port- wood. “By winning the gold medal, 
and took the lead at 57-56 оп Sto- land, which fell to 0-7 on the “They say that this is the gold мете hoping to bring the respect 
jakoviés jumper with 8:25 re- road. that matters most and we will as- back to Philippine basketball,” 
maining in the third quarter and The Memphis Grizzlies ended a r X sure you, we will bring home фе said PBL commissioner Chino 
the game stayed relatively close three-game losing streak with а т gold,” said Harbour Centre owner Trinidad. 
until the final buzzer. 125-108 home victory over the j and team delegation head Mikee Team officials, meanwhile, said 
New Orleans moved 78-73 Seattle Supersonics. ^ Romero. Sporting Al Riyadi Beirut begged 
ahead on six straight points inthe Stromile Swift paced the Griz- n Amateur star Jason Castro also ой from its tune-up series against 
third period, only to see Orlando zlies with 24 points. Delonte West CHARLOTTE Bobcats’ Raymond Felton drives to the basket past banners the national crew com- the Nationals due to the recent 
build a five-point advantage fol- topped Seattle with 17. Reuters Steve Blake of Portland Trail Blazers in their NBA game | Monday. лғ posed of point guards Al Vergara, Metro Manila bombings. 


NBC-Spring 
clinches 2nd 


JOHOR, MALAYSIA—THE NBC-SPRING 
‘Cooking Oil Selection sizzled in the second 
half to thwart China-Parklane, 93-75, and 
bag the silver medal in the 2007 Johor Invi- s 
tational basketball tournament Sunday at 
the Larkin Stadium here. Р 
Trailing, 41-45, in the first half, the Cooking [#7 Ly А 
Oil Masters of NBC president Nathaniel "Tac" GigE Pek 
Padilla and league EVP Mayor Bambol Tolenti- 27 j "n 
no hit their strides in the third canto. p 
Ronald Lamocha, Henry Fernandez and Ni- 
по Marquez went on a scoring rampage to give 
the Filipinos, mentored by Boyzie Zamar, a 68- 
61 advantage going into the payoff period. 
‘The Filipinos, whose campaign here was 
bankrolled by Spring Cooking Oil and support- 
ed by Armando Quibod's Montana Pawnshop, 
Malabon City Mayor Tito Oreta, Sulpicio Lines 
and official outfitter Champion Sportswear 
finished with four wins against one loss, be- 
hind Malaysia which swept its five assign- 
ments. The Filipinos lost to Malaysia, 75-87. 
The scores: 
NBC-SPRING 99—Lamocha 18, Femandez 17, Marquez 15, 
gonan 13, Vli 10, Capobres 4, Reyes 2, Napo 2, Qu- 
tod 
CHINA PREILANE 76—ing 19, Wang 16 Zou 18, Sun 16, 
MoB. Zn0.X0,Li0 ing. 
‘Quarters: 14-20, 41-45, 68-61, 93-75 


Sumcad ahead 


ORLAN SUMCAD, THE LONG-HITTER 
from Bacolod still in search of a first pro 
win, assembled a five-under 63 built 
around eight birdies yesterday to take а 
two-stroke lead after the first round of the 
PGAP Challenge presented by Jun Busta- 
mante at Camp Aguinaldo. 

‘Sumead, who finished second to Mars Pu- 
cay in the RP leg of the Asean Tour at the 
Malarayat last month, opened up with a birdie 
and never looked back to leave Cassius Casas 
and Randy Garalde behind. Casas fired a 65 
(32-33) and so did Garalde, who went bogey- 
less (33:32). 


еурокрем чт 
ELZSPORISWATCH . 
Castillo scores golden double 
GELITA CASTILLO OF CAMP CRAME HIGH 
School completed a golden double while Wilfredo 
Amoroso of University of Santo Tomas annexed 
the boys' 18-under singles crown recently in the 
fifth Toby's Youth Badminton Championships at 
SM Megamall. 

Castillo first annexed the girls' 16-under crown 
at the expense of Malvinne Anne Alcala of the 
Marikina Sports Hub, 21-13, 21-14, and returned 
а day later to frustrate Alcala anew, 21-13, 21-8, 
forthe 18-under title. з 

Amoroso outlasted Ronel Estanislao of La 3; ES U 
Salle-Antipolo, 21-19, 22-20, for the boys’ 18-un- = x - inston 
der crown while Peter Gabriel Magnaye of Victor fi є N лае A = 
P-Come ruled the boys’ 16-under with a 21-18, D ЫДЫ 
21-15 win over Jomelious Castro of lloilo. à % = 2 


LCC 5-stag at SJC 
ASELECT FIELD OF BIGTIME COCKERS PLUNGE 
into action today as the LCC 5-stag derby gets go- 


Tua en du CAE more than 100 G ove m m e nt Wa m i n g : 


The winners will get a guaranteed prize of at 
least P1 million, said host Louie Cua. Participants 1 1 H 
mirae Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
do, Max Roxas, Raymund King, Gov. Ito Ynares, 
Richard Bates, Lito Orillaza, William Co, Eric dela. 
Rosa, Super Pacman group, Gerry Ramos, Firefly 
group. Benye Lim and Pepito Ngo. 


International Voicetext—P 10* lang, only from $MA 


| 1 Ate! Nagkatotoo na pangarap 

i natin. Pumasa 'ko за board 
exams. Ang saya-saya! Ate 
‘Di sayang ang pagod mo. 


You have 
received an 
Int voice text 


tesa 


Sa int'l Voicetext, ipadinig mo sa kanya ang emosyon ng mga sandaling ‘di niya dapat ma-miss. 


For only P10* per Voicetext sent, pwede Ка nang mag record ng voice message at send sa'yong loved one abroad para boses mo 
mismo ang mapakinggan niya anytime, many times! Nasa ibang time zone man, matatanggap niya ang Voicetext mo at mapakikinggan 
d oras na convenient para sa kanya. Ngayon, mas тоу kahulugan na ong message mo dahil dinig niya ong boses mo. 


Mag-nt'l Voicetext na to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Hong Kong, India, Bahrain, UAE, at South Korea! 


NAPAKADALI AT NAPAKA-AFFORDABLE MAG-INTERNATIONAL VOICE TEXT 
1. Para mag send ng Voicetext (P10) 
Example: Dial 3 8900966509244444 


2. Para pakinggan ang Voicetext (P2.50 sa unang beses, Р1 затда susunod): 
Tumawag sa retrieval code па lumolabas sa SMS alert o tumawag sa: 


900 ну eol 


Example: Diol x9900966509244444 
3, Para magreply (P10): Press ‘1’ pagkareceive ng Voicetext at sundan ong voice prompt- 


P10 rata is «оаа from Nov. 20, 2007 o " 
Jen 19,2008. Open to Postpaid ond Prepaid subscribers. Only for sending i 
: : idt 
lot vod for SMART Reoring SIM 
sins. 
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Deficit in first 10 months drops 


Gov't seen on track of full-year target 
as Jan-Oct budget gap hits P41.5B 
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Figures that matter in our nation's life. 


Comparartive Wage rates hetween teachers and 


tall agents (August 2006) 


Call center customer service representatives and associates have 
higher average monthly wage rates than elementary and 


secondary teachers. 


P15,088 


Elementary Eduċation Teaching Professionals 


(General, Science and Math) 
т. 


P13,800-13,906 


Secondary EducationTeaching Professionals 
(General, Science and Math) 


P12,039-13,034 


‘Source: Occupational Wages Survey 2006 
Bureau of Labor and Employment Statistics 
Kate Pedroso Inquirer Research 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT 
incurred a lower budget deficit of 
P41.5 billion in the first 10 
months compared to the P56.3 
billion registered during the 
same period last year on the back 
of large privatization proceeds 
and interest payment savings. 

For the month of October alone, the gov- 
‘emment trimmed the deficit to P1.5 billion 
from last year's PS.8 billion, Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves yesterday said in a briefing. 

“It shows that we are well on track to 
meeting the programmed deficit ceiling of 
P63 billion this year,” Teves said. 

Privatization receipts, which reached P43.6 
billion, as well as interest savings amounting 
to some P31.6 billion during the period com- 
pensated for the shorvalls in tax collections. 

‘The Bureau of Internal Revenue, for in- 
stance, fell short of its 10-month collection 
goal of P618.10 billion by P42.67 billion, 
even though its actual collection grew by 8 
percent year-on-year to P575.4 billion. 

On the other hand, the Bureau of Cus- 
toms registered a 4.3-percent increase in 


revenue collection to P171.7 billion from 
Р164.7 billion last year. 

‘Total income generated by the Bureau of 
‘Treasury amounted to P61.3 billion, up by 12 
percent from last year, while revenues from 
other offices, including privatization pro- 
ceeds, more than doubled to P87.5 billion. 

‘Among the big-ticket items privatized by 
the government this year were the former 
Iloilo airport property, its indirect shares in 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co., 
stocks in PNOC- Energy Development Co., 
and its remaining stake in Philippine Na- 
tional Bank. 

"We are greatly helped by revenues from 
privatization and (dividend) contributions 
from state-owned companies,” Teves said. 

“We believe that these additional rev- 
enues from non-tax sources are necessary 
to enable us to fund vital infrastructure and 
social services, which are needed to sustain 
economic growth and help improve the 
quality of life of our people,” he added. 

For the 10-month period, total govern- 
ment revenues grew by 13 percent to P896 
billion compared to that of last year. Rev- 
enue collections for October alone reached 
P83.7 billion, up by 5 percent, from the 
same month last year. 

On the other hand, total expenditures 
amounted to P85.2 billion in October, and 


Meralco says it has no plan 
to hike power rates by P9.20 


By Abigail L. Но 


THE LOPEZ-LED MANILA ELECTRIC CO. 
has belied claims that electricity rates in its 
franchise area will increase by as much as 
P9.20 per kilowatt-hour (kWh) as soon as 
the Energy Regulatory Commission ap- 
proves several pending rate adjustment pe- 
titions. 

Responding to the full-page ads the 
Consumer and Oil Price Watch had put 
out, Meralco vice president for corporate 
communication Elpi Cuna said the distri- 
bution utility would not be increasing 
rates and, instead, announced cumulative 
rate reductions of P1.32 per kWh since Ju- 
b 

‘The National Power Corp., from which 
Meralco sourced some of its supply require- 
ments, had also announced cumulative re- 
ductions of almost P1.59 per kWh since 
March. 

“Given all these reductions, how сап 
(COPW chair Raul Concepcion) con- 
clude that power rates will continue to 
rise?” Cuna said in a statement yester- 
day. “In the recent past, there were both 
upward and downward factors on pow- 
errates, but the net effect has been а re- 
duction." 

What Concepcion could be referring to, 
he said, were Meralco's 10 pending peti- 
tions for generation cost recovery, which, 
combined, would still not amount to a total 
of P9.20 per kWh. 


The 10 pending petitions eovered gen- 
eration cost recovery from September 
2006 to June 2007, the period when the 
ERC suspended the automatic generation 
rate adjustment (Agra) scheme that al- 
lowed distribution utilities to adjust gen- 
eration and system loss charges, Cuna 
said. 

“We would also like to clarify that, al- 
though we have already advanced the pay- 
ments to the generating companies, we do 
not expect a one-time collection of these 
under-recoveries,” he added. 

“Definitely, the ERC will be cognizant of 
its impact on the bills of our customers.” 

Also, Meralco's applications for genera- 
Чоп charge recovery for October and 
November 2006 (or the September and Oc- 
tober 2006 supply months) were amended, 
following ERC's ruling that the pricing in 
the wholesale electricity spot market for 
those two months would be pegged at 
Napocor's time-of-use rates. 

"That significantly brought down the 
under-recoveries, a matter which Mr. 
Concepcion has not considered," Cuna 
said. 

“It is unfortunate that, in trying to fore- 
cast power rates, Mr. Concepcion merely 
summed all the numbers of these petitions, 
which is not only misleading but also 
alarmist, because it gave the impression 
that generation cost recovery is the only 
variable in the future movement of power 
rates,” he added. 


Gov’t fails to auction off stake 
in Eastern Telecommunications 


А PUBLIC BIDDING YESTERDAY HELD 
by the government to privatize its 10.2- 
percent stake in the country’s oldest 
telecommunication company, Eastern 
Telecommunications Philippines Inc., 
failed to attract investors. 

In a press briefing, Finance Undersec- 
retary for privatization Crisanta Legaspi 
yesterday said nobody showed up during 
the bidding conducted at 10 a.m. by the 
government's Privatization Management 
Office, 

“We bid it out, but it was a failed bid,” 
Legaspi said. 

She said the government would thus 
have to reassess its options on the ETPI 
stake, including the possibility of enter- 
ing into a negotiated sale, or offering the 
minority stake to other existing ETPI 
shareholders. 

Legaspi declined to say how much the 
government was expecting from the sale 
of these shares. 

The PMO bid out as one whole lot 
2.652 million class A shares in ETPI, rep- 
resenting the stake former Ambassador 
Roberto Benedicto turned over to the 


Presidential Commission on Good Gov- 
ernment. 

As part of a compromise agreement 
with the PCGG, Benedicto gave up 51 
percent of his interest in Eastern Tele- 
com, consisting of 2.652 million 
shares. 

In July last year, the Supreme Court 
denied the petition of the heirs of the late 
President Ferdinand Marcos to nullify a 
Sandiganbayan resolution dismissing 
the recovery case they had filed against 
Benedicto due to their alleged. failure 
and refusal to pay the correct amount of 
docket fees. 

ETPI is controlled by former ISM Com- 
munications Corp. of former Trade Min- 
ister Roberto Ongpin, which earlier 
spent P100 million to hike its stake in the 
company to 67.5 percent from 57.5 per- 
cent. 

The telecom company has been in the 
red for six straight years until last year, 
when it yielded a net profit of P31 mil- 
lion and reversed the P540 million in net 
loss registered a year ago. Doris С. Dum- 
lao 
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Shares close 2.9% lower 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 2.9 
percent lower as investors unloaded risky 
assets following overnight losses on Wall 
Street, dealers said. 

They said Asian markets tracked losses 
‘on Wall Street following more bad news 
about the US banking and housing sectors. 

The composite index closed down 
104.61 points at 3,540.61 off a low of 
3,506.67. This is its worst finish in nearly 
two months. 

The broader all-share index fell 59.28 
points or 2.7 percent to 2,163.73. 
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Step Up in life with the only housing loan that adjusts 


your monthly amortiza! 


on to your earning capacity. 


With fixed payments that you can afford right now, 
there's no reason to wait for your dream home. 

Introducing 

BPI Family Savings Bank's Step UP Housing Loan 


We offer you affordable amortization plans with fixed loan payments for 15 and 20-year terms. 


[reas 
È Amount 
P 8,000 
P 11,800 
P 13,600 


[Ter 


15 Years 
Payment Schedule 
first 2 years 


next 2 years 
Remaining 11 years 


à oan Term: 20 Ye 


Payment Schedule 
first 2 years 
next 2 years 

Remaining 16 years 


* Computation based on a P1,000,000 loan amount on a fixed 20-year term 


For more information, call 845-6888, 754-6747, 754-6582, 754-6557 or 89-100. 
Text HOUSING«space»name«space»message and send to 0917-8910000 or 0918-8910000. 
Log on to bpiexpressonline.com or visit any BPI, ВР! Family Savings Bank 

or Express Banking Center near you. 


Initially available in Metro Manila and soon in the provinces. 
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HOUSING LOAN 
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BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Get started on tomorrow. 
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BUSINESS 
IMF execs coming to RP House bill seeks 


By Michelle V. Remo 


lections continued to fall short. 


of targets. Doubts have been 


INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
Fund officials will arrive in Mani- 
la next week for a 12-day visit to 
assess the government's progress 
іп improving the country's fiscal 
climate and the economy. 

During the visit, scheduled on 
Nov. 29 to Dec. 11, IMF represen- 
tatives will hold meetings with 
government economic managers. 

Finance officials said the IMF 
representatives were expected 
to focus on the sustainability of 
the government's budget deficit. 
reduction and the robust eco- 
nomic growth in the first half. 

The economy, as measured by 
its gross domestic product, regis- 
tered a 7.3-percent growth in the. 
first semester, the highest in al- 
most two decades. This was bet- 
ter than the IMF's original projec- 
tion of a 5.8-pereent GDP growth 
for the Philippines for the year. 

Critics, however, have ques- 
tioned the sustainability of this 
growth, especially since tax col- 


vestors. 
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raised on the ability of the gov- 
ernment to continue pump- 
priming the economy because 
of perceived weakness on the 
revenue side. 

The Department of Finance 
had said the government was 
still on track to meeting its goal 
of limiting the budget deficit 
this year to P63 billion despite 
the failure of the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue to meet its 
monthly collection targets. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves said proceeds from the 
sale of state-owned assets would 
offset shortfalls in tax collection. 

The government's ability to 
meet its fiscal targets is closely 
watched by the international 
capital market, including credit 
ratings agencies and foreign in- 


In the first nine months of the 
year, BIR collections reached 
P521.6 billion, or P45 billion 
lower than the P566.9-billion 


goal for the period. 
But the government 
expects to generate 
P55.2 billion this 
year from the sale of 
state-owned assets. 
The IMF visit ул 
по longer be part of 
the — Post-Program 
Monitoring (PPM), 
which covered the 
Philippines until it 
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to strengthen BIR 
antitax evasion drive 


Agency seen getting power 
to prosecute tax cheats on its own 


By Michelle V. Remo 


A BILL SEEKING TO GIVE THE BUREAU 
of Internal Revenue the power to prosecute 
tax cheats on its own and put more teeth to 
its antitax evasion campaign is being pre- 
pared at the Lower House. 

Representative Danilo Suarez, chair of 
the House oversight committee, said autho- 
тїшпє the BIR to pursue cases on its own, 
without assistance from the Department of 
Justice, was necessary to speed up the reso- 
lution of tax-evasion cases. 

The BIR has been implementing since 
2005 the Run After Tax Evaders (RATE) 
program. Under the program, the agency is 
supposed to regularly file high-profile tax 
evasion cases to discourage the public from 
avoiding their tax obligations. 

Many of these cases, however, have yet to 
reach the proper courts and are still pend- 
ing with the DOJ. Under the system, the 
BIR must first gather enough evidence be- 
fore submitting these cases to the DOJ. The 


The delays in the prosecution of alleged 
tax evaders have been a cause of conflict 
between the BIR and the DOJ. 

To resolve the issue, the BIR has been 
deputized by the Palace to prosecute sus- 
pected tax evaders on its own and do so 
without the need to go to the DOJ, 

But Suarez said the move to deputize the 
BIR should be legislated to avoid legal 
questions in the future. He said the bill was 
already being prepared and would be filed 
in the ongoing 14th Congress. 

“The objective is to strengthen the legal 
department of the bureau so they can pros- 
есше cases better,” Suarez told reporters. 

‘The legislator said the bill also intended 
to allow the BIR to hire more lawyers and 
allot more resources for pursuing tax eva- 
sion cases. 

Suarez said that with the implementa- 
tion of the Tax Amnesty program, the gov- 
ernment should now be very strict in en- 
forcing tax laws. 

The Tax Amnesty program, which started 
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exited from the pro- 
gram in April 
Under the PPM, 
the IMF conducts pe- 
riodic review of a 
counzys macroeco- 
nomicand fiscal envi- 
ronments, and then 
gives recommerided 
policy reforms. 
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After the much acclaimed Adeste Fideles 2006, now... 


este : 


А GALA CHRISTMAS CONCERT 


7:30 PM, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2007 
PLENARY HALL, PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION:CENTER (PICC) 


FEATURING fà : 
RACHELLE GERODIAS КАКТА GUTIERREZ’ . ELAINE LEE 
NOLYN CABAHUG ABDUL CANDAO™ RANDY GILONGO 

WITH THE SPECIAL PARTICIPATION OF AE 

GEORGE YANG t 

JENNIFER UY SHERWIN SOZON 


VINA MORALES 


PHILIPPINE MADRIGAL SINGERS х, 
CHIANG KAI SHEK COLLEGE YOUTH-CHOIR 


METRO MANILA COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA 
CONDUCTOR 
JOSEFINO CHINO TOLEDO 


PRESENTED BY ‘Co-PRESENTED BY 


REGNUM 
CHRISTI 


GOLD sPONSOR 


INQUIRER 


ae , 


Beneliciaries: PinoyME (Filipino MicroEnterprise) and MAP-AIM Teacher Training Program 
For tickets, please contact MAP Secretariat (tel. 751-1149 or email mapsec@globenet.com.oh) 


Ticketworld (21891-89999 or visit www icketworid.com ph) « Ticket outlets: Itakanni's, Chelsea (Serendra), M Cafe, Goldilocks (Shaw) 


justice department, for its part, will review 
these cases and decide which ones have 
merits and had to be brought to courts. 
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last Sept. 6 and end on March 5 next year, 
may cover tax liabilities for 2005 and prior 
years upon payment of a tax amnesty fee 
and submission of documentary require- 
ments, including statement of assets, liabil- 
ities and net worth. 

Tax delinquents availing themselves of 
the amnesty will be allowed to start with 
а clean slate and be immune from prose- 
cution. The government will be able to 
update its taxpayers’ database with the 
information to be gathered from the 
SALNs. 

‘The Tax Amnesty Law contains a provi- 
sion prohibiting the government from im- 
plementing any more tax amnesties in the 
future. This isto discourage the public from 
delaying plans to come out in the open and 
to encourage them to be honest taxpayers. 

Suarez. said intensifying the RATE pro- 
gram was а complementary measure of the 
Tax Amnesty Law. 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE. 


ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 


OFFICE OF THE PHILIPPINE NAVY BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Repair of Various Philippine Navy Vessels 


The Armed Forces of the Philippines, through the PN Bids and Awards Committee, intends to 
apply the sum as stated below being the Approved Budget forthe Contract (ABC) to payments 
under the contract for the following Philippine Navy Projects. Bids received in excess of the. 
‘ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid Opening, 


[Nomenctature/Activity 


Date/Time 
PreSid | Deadline for 
(Сопіегепсе| Submission/ 

Opening of Bids 


Approved Budget] 
for the Contract 


Price of Bid 
Documents 
(non- 
refundable) 


IE EE | 
{3} units Condenser of ACU) — Php 894,926.25 
| Sant пз 

Lot 2 teres and oar) 

raed repais A125 | Php 252539691 
Lac Re rslaton of 

ded water piping system 
ALIS 

Та § Rear oT 
тазоди of Pat Main 
| ерте Ps 

Та 6 Stucira Rapar ӨГ 
a | 
Татра Repas a 
[25 
IEEE 
Tested repak of PGIAD 


Php 3,000.00 


Php 2,580,000.00 Php 3,000.00 
| November 

22, 2007 

900 AM 


December 4, 2007 


Php 2,062,000.00 900 АМ Php 3,000.00 


Pip ZATAR 


Pip 95955440 Php 3,000.00 


|__| 


Php 345942108 | Php 3,000.00 


2. The Armed Forces of the Philippines now invites Eligible Bidders for the Repair of Various 
Philippine Navy Vessels. Delivery of the goods being procured and description of an eligible 
Bidder is containedin Section Il and Secton Ill of the Bidding Documents, ITB. 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information from PN BAC and inspect the Bidding 
Documents at the address given below from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday. 


1. A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from the 
address below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee in the amount of Mentioned in Para 
1. The method of payment will be in the form of cash. The Bidding Documents shall be 
received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative, 


3. The Armed Forces of the Philippines will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested 
parties on November 22, 2007, 9:00 AMat Office of the PN Bids and Awards Committee, 
Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. 


Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the address below on or before 
December 4, 2007, 9:00 A.M. Al Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security in the form of 
Surety Bondor Manager's Check. Late Bids shall not be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be on December 4, 2007, 9:00 AMa Office of the PN Bids and Awards 
Committee, Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. Bids willbe openedin the 
presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend at the address below. 


. The Armed Forces of the Philippines reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, о annul the 
bidding process, and to reject ай Bids at any time prior to contract award, without thereby 
incurring any liability to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


Office of the PN Bids and Awards Committee 

BNS, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 

Contact Person: СОН GLICERIO P VILLANUEVA PN 

Cel Nr: 0917-8598-434/0918-2016-522 

Tel Nr: 616-8218, 815-3420, 843-4416 & 815-8093 local 6341 


(Sgd.) ADRIANO V MUNAR JR. 
САРТ PN(GSC) 


Chairman, PNBAC 
Р Болата 2, эмт) 


WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 21, 2007, 


US medical outsourcing 
firm to tap RP market 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


PLANETHOSPITAL, A CALIFORNIA- 
based medical outsourcing firm, 
plans to launch in mid-2008 a health 
program tailored for overseas Fil- 
ipino workers as it adds the country 
to its growing list of markets. 

Rudy Rupak, founder and presi- 
dent of the pioneering company, 
said in an interview yesterday the 
program dubbed “Diaspora” would 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 


be rolled out first in El Salvador in 
January, would target in its first 
year some 60,000 Filipinos based in 
the United States. 

“Someone working in LA, for ex- 
ample, could pay the HMO here by 
credit card and he can avail himself 
of basic medical services in the US, 
but the coverage would be in Philip- 
pine cost (the member would pay 
the difference)," he explained. 

The same member would have 


full health plan coverage in the 
Philippines, where he would go to 
avail himself of services like medi- 
cal procedures. 

Established in 2002 and incorpo- 
rated in 2005, PlanetHospital cur- 
rently offers 13 destinations to 
clients, including India, Thailand, 
Singapore, Israel, Cyprus, Malta, 
Belgium, Argentina, Brazil, Pana- 
ma, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Mexico 
and the United States. 


PACIFIC ONLINE INSTALLS 500™ INTRALOT 

CORONIS LOTTO TERMINAL IN LIMKETKAI MALL, 
CAGAYAN DE ORO. (From L to R) Louie Nacorda, Bert David, 
Romy Roque,Bobby Kintanar, Limketkai Agent Mr. Danny Тап, 
PCSO Vismin Head Mr. William Medici 
Harris Koutsioubas, Leffy Gardias and Angelos Kvriakopoulos 


Intralot programmers 


allow Filipinos 
abroad to avail 
themselves of 
health plans here at 
local prices. 

"We are in talks 
with potential рап- 
пег HMOs and we 
are definitely launch- 
ing in the second or 
third quarter of next 
year,” Rupak said. 

The executive is 
ona week-long visit 
to check out hospi- 
tals, spas and relat- 
ed facilities and 
meet with possible 
partners for medical 
tourism. 

“There are tremen- 
dous opportunities in 
the Philippines for 
medical ошзошс 
ing" Rupak said. “I 
dare say that this in- 
dustry could be your 
country's petroleum." 

He said the Dias- 
pora, which would 


Cosmos 
posts 
loss 


By Elizabeth 
Sanchez-Lacson 


LOAN PROBLEMS? 


7 Do you need loans for working 
capital and business expansion 7 


* Do you have past due loans that 
need to be restructured ? 

Is your bank foreclosing or has the 
bank foreclosed your collateral? 

= Do you need to file a petition for 
corporate rehabilitation in court? 


We can help you! 


SECURE your office from 
FRAUD, & THEFT! 


Timekeeping & Access Control 


(&)PSBank 


2 co Tie W 
CSO DEPOSIT 


DIOMAMPO CONSULTING CORPORATION ` 
ЭЕ LEGASPI SUITES, 178 Salcedo St, Legaspi Vilage, Makati Cty 
ти. Nos. 8182414 - 8184480 Fax No. 6193294 dioconsultegGyahoo сот, 


Interest Rates 
Less than 1 Year| '1 Year 
350 350 
375 375 
450 450 
5.0MM - 9.99MM 475 475 
10.0ММ and up 5.00 500 


p———— —. 


Deposit Amount 
In Pesos 
|100,000 - 499,999 
500,000 - 999,999 
1.0MM - 4.99MM 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


Эл 3 EVOLVE AS Ove 
gd уа FREE Ол 


а TRA Ree 


The Magnifica Espresso Machines.a Beautifully 
designed super automatic machine that produces 
а perfect espresso, (atte and cappuccino, cup 
after cup every tima: 


avae 


EO 
MUCTAR! 


‘more formation text PSBANK PTO. 
wn send o 301-173 or Smart о O97 


31502] 51302 | $5320 55060 чыл cures at wine paburk com p 


torte OC минме Онин rane och Der в Pam tm. 
ae 


SOFTDRINKS FIRM 
Cosmos Bottling 
Corp. has posted a 
loss in the first nine 
months of P786.3 
million, a reversal 
from the same peri- 
od last year when it 
yielded a profit of 
P165.35 million. 

Cosmos said in its 
financial report that 
the cost of sales rose 
to P6.15 billion dur- 
ing the nine-month 
period from P542 
billion in the same 
period in 2006, due 
to higher costs of 
packaging materi- 
als, tolling fees as 
well as higher con- 
centrate costs. 

In addition, Cos- 
mos’ provision for 
income tax rose to 
P174 million during 
the nine-month pe- 
riod from P76 mil- 
lion in the same pe- 
riod last year after 
the company 
stopped recognizing 
deferred income tax 
benefits. 

The higher costs 
eroded gains from 
the 13 percent in- 
crease in net sales to 
Р7.79 billion as of 
September, бот 
P6.87 billion in the 
same period last 
year. 

The higher sales 
led to а 12-percent 
growth in gross prof- 
itto P1.635 billion in 
the nine-month peri- 
ой from P1.455 bil- 
lion last year. 

Cosmos is 98.2- 
percent owned by 
Philippine Bottlers 
Inc, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of 
Coca-Cola Bottlers 
Philippines Inc. 

Last September, 
Cosmos terminat- 
ed production in 
its five manufac- 
turing plants and 
transferred рго- 
duction to specific 
plants of CCBPI 
under a toll manu- 
facturing agree- 
ment. 


Keeping ste everything tat matters ECTORS AND PATCH CABLE. 
RV-7716N / RV- TEN 
1всн/ 8CH 


Neowork DVR ste 25 F zz 
С=З 


PRIMADONNA 


From the country that invented and perfected 
presto comes а machine so Beat fif so 
Versatile and so simple to use. И could onfy Be 
made by De'Longhi 


P49,690 


mouit 


олбо. 


527235553 | Orn 


PCI ROVER -z 
a esnes pese cot oe vans at а DVR-VSSRES 
CS CONCEPT SPECAUST NC. CET : 

7 sco Fusieess St Brgy Lagng Manda, Quezon Ciy 


Lean. @ VISA EY 


Aspire. Aim. Achieve | www.audi.ph 


опе, you deserve it. 


monthly amortization for az low as Р45.000.00; О 
* Down payment schemes for as low as P649,000.00. 


Every Audi purchase comes with a luggage set from the Exclusive Audi Lifestyle Selection. 
Audi Financial Services in prinerstip vim [ER] 


Al appications are subject to bank approva 


Audi Center Philippines, PGA Cars Audi Building, 201 EDSA Mandaluyong City. Call 7270145 


Por OT! NCR репти BAS OBS. sores of 2007. Promo vaid hom October 18 ta Noveniber 30, 2007, 


Z Philippine Economic Zone Authority 


Va Bataan Economic Zone 


та, Nos. (047) 935- (T 905-5002 
Fax No (047) 995-6046; E-mail: bez GuneL net ph; website: wiwpaza.govph 


INVITATION TO BID 


The PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY-BATAAN 
ECONOMIC ZONE (PEZA-BEZ) invites interested parties who 
are registered with PEZA as ecozone locator enterprises or 
qualified to be registered as ecozone locator enterprises to bid 
for the sale, on an "AS IS, WHERE IS" basis, of the following 
described property located at the Bataan Economic Zone (BEZ), 
Mariveles, Bataan. 

"Interasia Container Industries, Inc. Building with a total floor 
area of 5,430 Sq.Ms. The building is primarily a single storey 
with steel trusses & purlins, asbestos roofing, steel flange column, 
CHB walls with asbestos wall on steel and with a two-storey 
reinforced concrete office frontage.” 


The minimum bid price is Php 2,750,295.00. 


Interested parties may inspect the subject property during 
regular office hours (8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) from November 20- 
23, 2007. For this purpose, they may contact Engr. Sixto Inales, 
Chief, BEZ Engineering and Maintenance Division at Tel. No. 047- 
9354008. 


Requirements: 


1. For BEZ locator enterprises, certification from the BEZ 
Finance Division stating that they are up to date in the 
payment of their accounts with PEZA; 

For non-BEZ locator enterprises, certification of good 
standing from the Zone Administrator/Manager of the 
есогопе where they are operating; 

. For those authorized by РЕЈА to locate their operations 
in the ecozones, updated Permit to Locate; 
For non-PEZA locator enterprises, a duly notarized 
undertaking stating that they will register with PEZA as 
ecozone locator enterprises immediately upon the award 
of the property to them; 

Bid bond equivalent to 5% of the total bid offer in the form 
of either cash or manager's/cashier's check payable to 
PEZA. 


Term of Payment: Cash to be paid within ten (10) days from 
receipt of notice of award. 


А pre-bid conference shall be held on November 23, 2007 at 
2:00 p.m. at the Audio-Visual Room, 2nd Floor BEZ Administration 
Building, BEZ, Mariveles, Bataan. 


‘Submission and opening of sealed bids shall be on November 
28, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. at the Audio Visual Room, 2nd Floor, BEZ 
Administration Building, BEZ, Mariveles, Bataan. 


For further particulars, please contact Engr. Dionisio Т. 
Samen / Ms. Tessie D. Don at the BEZ Administration Building 
or at Tel. No. (047) 935-5002 / 935-4009. 


‘The PEZA-BEZ reserves the right to reject any or all bids, 
waive any defects and informality contained therein and accept 
and award the bid which is considered advantageous to PEZA- 
BEZ. 


(Sgd.) DIONISIO T. SAMEN 
Chairperson, BEZ-BAC 
Noted: 


(Sgd.) DANTE M. QUINDOZA 
Zone Administrator 


DON- on. 2.0 


Норис of tho Philippines 
Deparment of Agriculture 

NATIONAL DAIRY AUTHORITY 

NDA Bicg.. BAI Compound, Visayas Avenue 

1100 Ditman, Quezon Сау. Philppinas. 

Tel. (632) 926-0733 10 36 / Teatax (632) 926-8047 
small: buhaynda @тай сот 

Emal: darynda @mozcom.com 


INVITATION TO OFFER A BID 


the NATIONAL DAIRY AUTHORITY (NDA), trough s Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC), 
ruts Saba voten ener nappy and dtc. 


re Fify (80 nd of impart Pregnant Holstein x ba reed 


т Holstein blond composilon a 80-75%; 

lth йври having Holstein blood composition not lower han 
[53 
Covered withthe necessary veterinary ала fed supplies during In-transit to 
and gus abe breeding an Troe (3) Generation 


eo 0 соле) with applicator and backpack 
nth an Approved Budget or ne ору and calvary o any nates cing vatereary tops 
Шош о FORTY MILLION УЕ HUNDRED THOUSANO PESOS (Pp 400029000) 
‘Alpertelrs rolati 19 Egy Screening, Bis Bor Partrmarce ond, Рт Вава Сеча 
f баман ol Bs. Pest Quadieaton snd awara Contacts sha b governed byte parent 
visions of mo implementing Aulas nd Rogulaons ol RA. 918, Элегина kaown эв пе 
‘Goverment Procuramert alo Ав. 
Thera be requ o өт! она Dsamber 7, 2007, een seme tor pro- 
амсан 
0) Сенда tst ol ated contracts ongoing ал compisted or he past he (5) yar icing 
Séanty эта speclicatons nama hat wan leone naris, al enact ard 
project cost 
Aces о corporation or Pariarsnip 
Аоба Frandat Sataman or a cutn nd previous year 
Last income алд Busness Таз Ата Guty stamped and received by е Sureau ot 
1тета Revanua, and dul valdaja woh те lax paymants maga (pr EO 398 dalod 
January 122008) 
алев om ha Bureau normal Revenua (par EO 398 dated January 12, 2098) 
Menseregstaten 
Айтолу i a Loci Representa, 1 any 
Company Prot 
Сари of Tender Documents ote supply and бвр ol dairy ania may be ома by 
[ые Tens rma NOA ВАС Serta vem November 257 omui 
IS Two Hundred ity бош (USS250.0) A PreSié Conference fr QualfedTendarvs shall 
Бе conoci on December 04 207 at 1:20 pom. and Ре Opening of Bida shal ге naid on 
ecember 17, 2007 a 10:30 a.m, Sealad bic n dupicaa shal be recovtd at ha NDA ВАС 
‘Secretariat, Gouna юх, NDA Bg. ВА Compound, Visayas Avenue, Quezon Cy. 
NOA rests right ео! any or al bids or parts Миг, to waiva алу formation ага. orio 
accepi suen bis or 1o award any pari areal о any ccs псе 006 War concord most 
‘vantage о NDA 


(Sod) RENE н. DE GUZMAN 
‘Chana, BAC 


CESAR E Mevester 15,2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - -——— k 


‚оз. CLASSIFIEDS mosom noveen л, эш 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Philppine Sugar Center Б; North Ave., Dilman, Quezon Cily 
Tel. No. (02) 454-0254 
Website: wem fa gov gh. 


RE-INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
‘Supply and Delivery of IBM Lotus Domino Collaboration 
Express Software (100 clients) 

The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY (NFA), trough Rs 2007 Corporate Operating 
Budget tends арру the sum ol 76,000 000.00 bong the Approved Budget othe 
Contract (ABC) to payments under ha corrector supply and delivery of IBM Lotus 

Domino Collaboration Express Software (100 cents}. 

Bids received in exces cl ha АВС for each project shal be automaticaly rjocted at 
Bidopening. Bids тї бе opened п е presence of a Bidders’ representatives. 
The NFA now ins Bids fom elle Biers for he supply and delivery of IBM 
Lotus Comino Collaboration Express Softwar (100 cents. Tro descepfon ot an 
iiie Bidder is coniained n Secon П ofthe Bidding Documens, Instruction to 
Bidders (TB. 

Beg wit be conducted trough open compete bidding procedures using пот. 
<dscredonay passa orteria as аресбе n the Inpemening Rules and Regulations 
Part A (IRR-A) of Republi Act 9184 (R.A 9184) otherwise known as he “Government 
Procurement Reform Act” and is restricted to Fpino clzens'sole proprtoretips, 
organizations wih at least sity percent (60%) егез or outstanding сарі! stock 
‘aonging lo ciizens lhe Phiippines, and o ctizens or organizations la county he 
laws regdatons of hic grant miris or privileges lo Бро ciizens, pursuant 
to араб Act S163 (RA. 5183) and subject lo Сотутопивай Act 138 (CA. 138) 
Cri Bids trom Bidders who pass ће ekgbity check wil be opened. The proces for 
Фе ghi check is described in Section Io he Bling Documents, IT. 
Irtresied bidders may cba further rcemafon trom he NFA-BAC SECRETARIAT 
and inspeci te Bidding Documents at Ве address gon реон om 800m. 1o 500 
рл. A complete st d Biking Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
from tne adress below and upon payment c а ron-elundabe fee in he amount of 
250040. The method d payment wi be CASH. The Bidding Documents shall be 
received personaly byte prospective Bidder or his authorized representative. 
Prospective bidders who secured the bidding documents for the falled bidding ol 
November 5, 2007 are по loger required 1o pay anew е ron-lundable fee ore 
a documents. 


Activities related to the project are as он: 
PreBidConference | December 4, 2007, 200pm. 
Submission of Bids | December 17, 2007, 1:00 pm. lo TAS pom. 
Opening of Bids December 17, 2007, 200 рл. 


Venue of Activities | NFA Board Room, Phisugin Big 
Noch Avenue, Quezon Cily 


А Bids must be accompanied by a Bid secu in the folowing orm and amount. 


Form of Securty Required Amount in 
Percent of ABC 


Ore percent (1) 


Cash, Cashier's Check Managers Check 
Bank Dato revocable Later of Cet 
‘Bank Gusrantee 

Surety Bord мәлрев`Сайае оп Demand" 
‘on the lace o! the Bond isued by GSIS 
Any conbiaon ol he above 


ое a shal percent [15% 
Two and a hali percent (25%) 


Prporionsi lo share 


The NFA reserves the right lo accept ог reject any Bid, o annul the bidding pr 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Department of Education — Division of Camarines Sur, through its Bids 
and Awards Committee (BAC), invites Construclors/Contraclors to apply for 
дону and о bid for the hereunder project: 


Wame of | Location Biel D ed Bi 
Pree =A rcd 


Gs oT onl Troy 
6 Cesstoons Schoo! Building 


LOTA | DepED, Camarines Sor | озуб! unit 1 Caszoon 7x7 | P6,875,625.00 


pai cl us Schoo Bung 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project 
within the last years with bidder's Largest Single Contract of at least 
50% of the proposed project for bidding. The Eigibiity Check/Screening as. 
wal as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discrefionary'pass/ 
fair crtera. Post-qualiication of the lowest calculated bid shal be conducted. 
Funding Source: Calamity Assistance and Rehabilitation Efforts (CARE) 
Contract Duration: One Hundred Eighty (180) Calendar Days 
А particulars relative to Eligbilly Statement and Screening, Bid Security, 
Performance Security, Pre-Bidding Conferencels), Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions 
of R.A. 9184 and its implementing Rules and Regulation (RR). 
The complete schedule of activities is listed, as ойон: 
Activities Schedule 

November 15 -21, 2007 
November 15 -21, 2007 
ri 500 PM at ho BAC Seca Oca 
November 23, 2007, 10:00 AM, 
DEPED Conference Hall 
November 21 -27, 2007 
December 5, 2007, 100 PM 
DEPED Conference Hall 
| December 6, 2007, 10:00 AM, 
DepED Cam. Su Duos Corleronce Hal 
December 11, 2007 
Post-qualfication December 12 - 17, 2007 

Notice of Award December 20,2007 
Bid Documents wil be availabe from the Office of the BAC Secretariat only to 
'eligble bidders upon presentation of Receipt of payment of a non-refundable 
amount of P6,000.00 from the DEPED - Camarines Sur Cashier. 
‘The DEPED - Camarines Sur assumes no responsiblity whatsoever to 


Sonpensate crindemnty bidders for any expenses incurred in the reparation 
e 


Advert 
‘Submission of Letter of intent (LOI) 


ылу Check 


Tssuance of Bid Documents: 
. Pre-bid Conference 


‘Submission and Opening of Bids 


Bid Evaluation 


Approved by: 
(508) EUFROSINA P. SABANDO, Ph. D. 


‘Acting BAC Chairman 
СЕРЕД 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Deparimont о! Education - Dyson of Camannas Sur, tough ив Bids and Awards 
Commitee (ВАС). ves Bidders 10 apply lor орому and o bi for the hereunder 
project: 


and to reject al Bids at any time prior to contact award, without hereby incuring any 
labity o the affected Bidder or Bidders. 
Procuting Enity — NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Contact Person ose D. Chua / Violeta S. Viarama 
adress Phisugin Bg. North Avenue, 
Dilman, Quezon Cy 
(632) 4552758 
(928) 4102732 
velaama Qnia gov ph 
нта gov ph 
(50) PEDRO S. HERNANDO, JR. 
Deputy Administrator and BAC Chair 
dor Administration and General Suppod Services 


Telephone/Fax No. 
Mobile Phone 
e-mai address 
Webste 


public ofthe Philippines 
Ё SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 
= Makati Слу 
ROSARIO VICTORIA APOLONIO 
Topresented by DECENA APOLONIO 
BUTCON, 
Pellioner, 
yersus - 


SSC Caso No. 8-160025. 
SILVANA GAGAS, 


NOTICE OF RESOLUTION 
TO: SILVANA GAGAS 
GREETINGS 
Notice is hereby given that on the 19h dav of September. 2008. a 
RESOLUTION, consisting of six (6) pages, was promulgated in the above- 
‘Mentioned casó, the dispositive portion of which reads as ом: 
IEMISES CONSIDERED, this Commission 
зо olds, at Petitone: Rosano Victoria Apolono and Antonia 
Roque Apolonio are the primary beneficiarias of the deceased SSS 
member Antonio ignacio Apolonio and lawfully өле o the latter's SS 
‘death bonat othe exclusion ol the Respondent Sivana Gagas- 
Accordingly, те SSS Is hereby ordered to pay Petitioner Rosario 
Victoria Apolonio and Antonia Roque Apolonio the appropriate death 
and dependents pension запеа elfecive Irom the date ct death ol 
Antonio ignacio Apolonio on November 22. 1997, subjecto ts existing 
fer and regulars, and to orm їн Commission of ta corprancs 
томі, 
SO ORDERED." 


‘SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 


(P01-Novembar п, эи 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
1598 М Н. дә Par comer Ос J. Quis Sweets. Maisie, Manta 
Tel. Nos. 622-0000, 525-0100 connecting al departments 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Land Bank of the РЫ 
Contractors ю apply ore 


ines Invites supplersimanuactureridetrbulors 
'and io bi ior the projects аз stated below: 


[717] 


Оралда 
_ ва? 


[fame or 
Project 


Vossio Brat Descriptor Approved 
Budget for 
the Contact 


P 335240000 


Vor | — Dept 
Camarnes Sur 

тота | Оер 
‘Camarines Sur 


Blom bs E Chas 13755380 
Teachers Teles & Chars 44 
om. Tabios а Chairs - 1.0287 080 
Soe Achat 1450 
Teachers Tables & Chars -89 
Бәл. Tables & Chars - 1.0507, 100 
Sec Armchairs 1.250 
Teacher's Tobias & Chars -63 
Lg om. Tabies & Chairs - 425857. 

сетатгез Sur "Sec Amchars- 1.538 
eschars Tabios & Chats - 187 
lam. Tables & Chars - 425850 |Р 2588565, 
‘Sec. Anchars. 900 | 
Textes Tabios & Chars -71 | 


iar project wiin to aat 
Sears wiih bera Largest Single Contract of at lanai 50% ofthe proposed project 
шашпа Tre Eupbity Croce Sereonng as wet ae ho Primary Examination of Ваз 


Shai use rondacrotoray размат onera. Post quadeatonol ie lowest сасышес od 
еее 


583191000 


TOS | — DepED 


LL 
Camaras Sur 


P5300 70000 


‘Government of the Philippines (GOP), 2008 General Appropriation 
Аа ВАА 
Contract Duration: One Hundred Twenty (120) Calendar Days 
A partosiars relative іо Eby Statement and Screening. Bid Secury, Padormanca: 
‘Secunty, те ваг Conterenco[s. Evaluation of Bids, PosiQuaicaton and Award ol 
Сола shat ba govern by the partiment proves ©! LA. 9104 ала 13 Implementing 
Fes ene Порано ОА) 
A bidder con participate in any or all ta os but upon winning a lol, hoehe is automaticaly 
‘Gsquatieg robar os. 
Tho complate serous of actos s tod, ав одон: 

Reaves 
аата Posing 
[T TTEEUETTITU 


EI 
анат 15-21. 2007 
Novenbar 22-27-2007 


Manta, at ino mo and бие indicaled above 


Please address your queries to the Haad Secretariat, Bids and Awards Commit, 
or cal 405-7370, 651-0000 locals 2290 & 2293. 


LANDBANK reserves the right to accept ог reject any Bid, to annui he bidding 

recess, ала ta reject aa ids at eny те pror 1o cortar awara, wo hereby 
iring any Tabl o e affecid bidders) 

(PO-Nov. 21,2007) 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


Repub othe Philippines 


@ DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Regional Office No. IV-A 
rd Fr. Andenson В I, Brgy. Parian, Calamba Ciy 


November 21, 2007 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


1 you have any informationitjecton to the sbove-mentongd gpplcalions please 
‘communicate wit ne Regional Director. 


SR ly 
(So) ATTY. RIÉARDO S. MARTINEY, SR., CESO I 
Regionai Drecior ` 


Fre bid Conference ‘December 5, 2007. 900 алп. 
DEPED Coniorence Hal 
December 7, 2007, 10:00 am 
берер Cam. Sur Bion 
Corteracce Hal 
December 10,2007 
December 1, 2007 

[| December 18: 200 


1000.00 fron io 
Te DEPED - Camanes Sur assumes no responsibly whatsoever to compensate or 
uen sciens for any expenses icum n the repardton ino bic. 

Approved by: 


(Sod) EUFROSINA Р. SABANDO, Ph. D. 
BAC Chaiman 


СҮ 


PRESENTING FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MANILA - 
ASPEAKER FROM MALAYSIA 
FANTASTIC PRODUCTS AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
FROM THE US!! 
ARE YOU BRAVE ENOUGH TO LOOK AT A NEW BUSINESS IDEA? 
1. BEST International Company 
2. BEST Pay plan in the market 
3. BEST products with fantastic results 
4. BEST people to work with - THAT'S OUR TEAMII 
DO YOU WANT TO MAKE MONEY BUT DON'T KNOW 
HOW TO GO ABOUT IT? 
ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR JOB SECURITY 
Он WOULD LIKE TO INCREASE YOUR EARNING CAPACITY? 
PRESENTATION ON THE 22'® OF NOVEMBER, 2007 AT 6:00 РМ. 
Please call or sms ESTER MERCADO on 09105291400, 
МТА at 0920-6307124 or LINDA on +80162067896 


More 


NOTICE 


Classified 
Ads 
e olet s hereby sven that KROMINCO. 
with ofice address at 
kat cys appyegorregstaton PAGCOR 
with the Board of Investments (ВО!) as an M 
Бате EX 
chromite Lumpy and Concentrates on 
Non-Ploneer Status with capacties of 16.236 Я 
2 EX стаса ; DOLE-NCR 
respectively, with projecupiant ste located at [7] 
Loreto, Dinagat Island, Surigao del Norte. 
‘Any person with valid objection’s on the 
above mentionad project may Ше тапет ‘AFP-RSBS 
objection in writing, under oath, with the ВО! М9 
within three (3) days from the date of this 
publication. 
(Sot) RUDY B. CARA. PHILIPPINE NAVY 
rector 
Project Evaluation and Registration Department B2 
POL November 21. 2007) 
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NOVEMBER 21, 2007 
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How to protect your GSIS policy 


WHEN MY DAUGHTER JOINED A GOV- 
ernment hospital at age 35 in 1990, the 
GSIS insured her for P79,357 under an en- 
dowment at 55, as provided for in the imple- 
menting rules and regulations of RA 8291. 

She will continue to pay premiums until 
she reaches the age of 55, at which time the 
policy will mature, Then, she will receive the 
Sum insured less any outstanding loans. She 
can choose to receive the net amount either 
in lump sum, or asa monthly pension, 

‘Among other things, the policy says, "Af- 
ter the insurance has been in force for at 
least one year and upon application, the 
member may be granted an insurance loan 
in an amount not exceeding 50 percent of 
the cash value of the insurance, subject to 
such rate of interest and repayment terms 
аз may be prescribed by the system.” 

In the private sector, the policy includes a. 
table of cash values. No such table is found 
either in my daughter's GSIS policy, in RA 
8291, or in the implementing rules and reg- 

ulations. At the GSIS, the table of cash val- 
es is a deep, dark state secret. 

From the start, I suggested to my daughter 

. that, as soon as she could, she should apply 
for a cash value loan. Then, she should pay it 
back through salary deductions. As soon as 
the loan is paid, she should apply for a new 
Ioan. In 1992, she took out a P6,203.88 loan. 
In 1994, after the loan was fully paid, she 
took out another loan of P15,002.49. 

Lexplained to my daughter that, if she did 
not take out any loan, some well-connected 
character hiding in the GSIS woodworks 
would borrow in her behalf without her 
knowledge and consent. When the postman 
who delivered mail to my house for 30 years 
retired, he was told, to his utter amazement, 
that he had a big outstanding loan, which he 
never applied for nor received. 

Аво, I suggested to my daughter that she 


November 20, 2007 
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Japan. 
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" QUESTIONS 
OF POLICIES 


Honesto C. General р» 


should keep a complete file of her pay slips, 
which should show the deductions pertain- 
ing to GSIS premiums. When she retires, she 
will need her file to prove that she had paid 
all her premiums. Otherwise, she could be 
shortchanged. Wittingly or unwittingly, GSIS 
files are notoriously messy. 

You should occasionally check with your ac- 
counting department to make sure your pre- 
mium and your employer's counterpart fund 
are being remitted to GSIS on time, and duly 
confirmed by official receipts from the GSIS. 

In your behalf, your government employ- 
er pays a bigger share (as much as 57 per- 
cent) of your total premium. Your employer 
is also required under the law to collect 
your share of the premium and send it to 
the 6518 along with the employer's share. 
The law imposes severe penalties for failure 
on the part of the employer to do its bound- 
en duty. The employee has all the rights to 
see to it that his employer is doing his job. 

By the way, you do not lose any of your 
rights if your government employer does not 
remit the premium. But you may have to 
fight for those rights. 

In mostcases, after a lifetime of hard work, 
the most precious assets—sometimes, the 
only assets—that a government employee 
ends up with at retirement are the benefits 
granted under the GSIS law. 

"This should be enough reason for govem- 
ment employees to learn to stand up for their 
rights instead of acting like lambs being led to 
slaughter. 
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Deficit drops in first 


P937.4 billion for the 10-month period. To- 
tal disbursements from January to October 
were 10 percent higher from last year. 

Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya Jr. 
said the 0.6-percent decline in expendi- 
tures for October was due to unfavorable 
weather conditions, which delayed the im- 
plementation of some infrastructure pro- 
jects and likewise stalled the processing of 
payment for contracts. 

Excluding interest payments, total dis- 
bursements for the January to October pe- 
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n "s 
BenQ MP510 
1500 ANSI Lumens 
SVGA (800x600 pixels) 
2000:1 contrast ratio 
2.6 kg./ 5.7 Ibs. 


160W, 2000/3000 lamp hours 


(Normal/Economic Mode) 
BenQ £7 windows Vita 

Features: 

*Freeze  * Security Function 

* Auto off — * Presentation Timer 

* Wall Color Correction 


Distributed By: 


ASTECH 
PENGSON 


0.021075 0.030907 


andi cenegrtenetNow 92007 


10 months һ.в 


riod rose by 21 percent. Interest payments 
declined by 13 percent over the same peri- 
od last year. 

Interest savings were generated as the 
government's borrowing costs fell with the 
slowdown in local interest rates, while the 
peso sharply appreciated against the US 
dollar, likewise trimming the cost of servic- 
ing foreign obligations. 

The peso, Asia's best performing curren- 
су so far this year, has rallied by over 12 
percent since the start of 2007. 
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| Your Personal Projector 
4 for your home and office 
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Php 27,888.00 


Free 70"x70" Tripod Screen 
within Metro Manila only 
Per DINC Peni нозат) Sees 200) 
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Geta chance to win 
Trips to Thailand 


тырна Pam no 8316 Sates өг 2007 


For inquiries, pls. сай us at: 


833 Sheridan Street Mandaluyong City 
Tel, No.: 634-8351 
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Motorola GP3188 and GP2000 


Who moved my cheese? 


Learn how to identify current challenges, 
organizational realities and change. 


Succesful Change Management Workshop 
Managing Organizational Change 
Facilitated by Dr. Agnes Sarthou, Ph.D. 


December 18 - 19, 2007, 
Intercontinental Manila 


00AM — 5:00PM 


LEARNING INVESTMENT; Early Bird Rate = P 12,977 + VAT 


Regular Rato = P 13,977 + VAT 


* Discover basic concepts and principles of managing organization change. 
* Find out how to develop a "Change Intervention Plan" for your organization. 
* Learn organizational methodologies 8 techniques to promote proactive planning change. 


OUR FACILITATOR 

‘Agnes "Aggie" Sarthou, Ph D. brings with her a wealth 
‘of corporate and training experience on disciplines of 
management, organization visioning, strategic planning 
as well as skills on leadership, communication, people 
handing and values. 


RAVE REVIEWS! 
"Very productive 2-day leaming!" = Maria Alma Nimfa Sayas 
Edan, Janssen Pharmaceutica 


"The seminar provided a mix of professionals from 
diferent business backgrounds. Good leaming environment!" 
Alvin B. Pascual, Smart Communications, Inc. 

For over twenty years of training and consultancy 
experience, Dr. Sarthou continues to receive encores 
in her training programs. She has trained and consulted 
with dozens of multinational clients 


"This is my first lime to attend this session. So far, everything 
discussed is new and has been very helpful" 
= Gregorio Р. Catapang. North Luzon Command (NOLCOM) 


SEIZE OPPORTUNITIES THAT COME WITH CHANGE! 
Call Nicole, Fina or Juliet at 8132732/03; 8302191 
Email us at Slvguru@pldtdsl.net; nicole@saltandlight.ph 
Visit our website at www.saltandlightventures.net 
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LB VENTURES INC. 


PRODUCER AND 
ORGANIZER: 
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PARTNERS: 


МЕ VER HAS SO MUCH BEEN PACKED 
INTO SOMETHING SO AFFORDABLE 


Packéd with exceptional radio features and ergonomically-designed for intuitive navi 
GP3188 and GP2000 two-way radios are excellent value for money. Their performance is extremely reliable, 
Making them must-haves when managing varus operations from hospitality events to construction stes. 

laximum efficiency at minimal cost. It's just another way Motorola puts Seamless Mobility in the palm 
of your hand. HELLOMOTO™ le 


ation, the Motorola 


Authorized Distributor for Two-Way Radios & Accesssories 


Per DI NCR Pent No. 3821 Sens of 
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Federal Land, Orix forge 
P4-B joint venture deal 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


PROPERTY DEVELOPER FEDERAL 

{ Land Inc. of the Metrobank Group 
has partnered with Japan's biggest 
high-rise condominium developer, 
Orix Corp., to put up a P4-billion 
upscale condominium project in 
Makati City 

Federal Land president Alfred Ty 
said in a briefing yesterday that the 
project, dubbed “The Grand Midori 
Makati", on Legaspi Street would 
start construction in 2009 and may 
be completed by 2011. 

Midori is the Japanese word for 
the color green. 

Federal Land and Orix Corp. 
signed a memorandum of under- 
standing last July 6 for the project. 

‘The two companies were expect- 


ed to file within the week registra- 
tion papers concerning the joint 
venture with the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission. 

Federal Land will have majority 
control (60 percent) of the joint 
venture company—Federal Land 
Orix Corp.—that will undertake the 
project. 

Orix's contribution to the project 
includes expertise in engineering 
and architectural design, interior 
design and project management. 

Federal Land is upbeat on the 
property sector and expects to in- 
vest P6 billion in different real es 
tate projects. 

Ty said Federal Land was em- 
barking on a P2-billion business 
process outsourcing development 
оп a 1.5 hectare area within its 40- 


hectare Metropolitan Park property 
in Pasay City. 

Ty also said Federal Land would 
spend roughly Р4 billion to expand 
its luxury condominium Bay Gar- 
den community in Metropolitan 
Park in Pasay City 

The expanded area will consist of 
residential units, serviced apart- 
ments and sports amenities. 

Federal Land has а land bank of 
200 to 250 hectares and is the own- 
er, developer and manager of GT 
Tower International (Makati) , PS 
Bank Tówer (Makati), Skyland 
Plaza (Makati), Ocean Tower (Rox- 
as Boulevard), Orietttal Garden 
Makati, Metropolitan Park (Pasay), 
Marquinton Residences (Marikina) 
and Blue Wave Malls on Macapagal 
Boulevard and in Marikina. 


iscover how to plan, set goals, brain-storm and write proposals 4x faster! Shares ... 


Mind Mapping: Creative Thinking for 
Leaders and Managers™ 


Designed by Tony Buran 


November 28 -29, 2007 
Dusit Hotel Nikko 


‘Unleash your bra 


stl potent in rwo days, lear how t: 


Р) 


‘wot Тоту ете go bak to 
my ed way of doing ngs Mind 


Sherwin Ploy, Accentare 


From page BI 
Decliners over- 
whelmed advancers 
126 to 10, while 38 
stocks were steady. 
Volume amount- 
ed to 28 billion 


тойа Sevilo, The Leather 


p 


sis a erative way ot inire for 
апета suntin -Me ратон. 
desert propr 

етм. мәй, Petron 


“uina Mapping i neiptai b achieving 


hae! ironda, эн. 


"—— 231 
À зот. 


‘8:00AM - 5:00PM 


“rainstorm beter a aster rough the com tedvicues and generate 10x more. 


+ Plan and set goals, wre proposals nd letters faster 


`+ Pregare better for presentations, meetings and rings with confdencs and ies 


strass ond mich more 


Prouces & Organizer. 


[i d 


ашнен 


Call Nicole at 813-2732/03 Emaii atnicole@saltandlight.ph 
Visit our website at www.saltandlightventures.net 
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shares worth P42 
billion ($96.57 mil 
lion). 

Аг this point, 
there's no need to 
talk about attractive 
valuations,” ^ said 
Jonathan Ravelas of 
Banco de Ого-ЕРСІ 
Inc. 

"There's renewed 
risk aversion, and if 
you can't stand the 
heat, get out of the 
kitchen,” Ravelas 
added. “The liquidi- 
ty squeeze is likely 
to become a more 
| serious global prob- 
| lem іп coming 
| months." 
| 


Almost all of the 
key — indexlinked 
stocks came under 

| топ selling pres 
sure, with market 
leader — Philippine 
Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. down P65 
atP3,015. АЕР 
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Info Your hands I commit my spirit; 
Redeem me, O lord, the God of truth 


BUDDY, COCOY; children- 


Psalm 31:5 


Our beloved mother 


TERESITA 
ABAYA OKOL 


died in the peace of the Lord on 
November 14, 2007 at the age of 70. 


We, Col. CESAR C. OKOL; children CECILE, 
-law Ogie, Teyene, 
Richard; grandchildren Richie, Gabriel, Kashka, 
Igii, Isabella, Hunter, Noah, Charlize; her brother 
Atty. Gavino P. Abaya, Jr. and children; her sister 
Rosario Abaya Atienza and children would like to 
thank our relatives and friends who expressed their 
deepest love for us during this most difficult time. 
We will surely miss Mommy but your presence in 
our lives will make the rest of our journey lighter. 


Thank you for everything and please continue 
praying for the eternal repose of Mommy's soul. 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
7878776/1964371 
09213497170 
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WISS MATCHES) 


Judge Juan 
пан 73 
alumni 
Christmas 
party on Dec. 8 


JUDGEJUANLUNA, 
High School Batch 73 
will hold an alumni 
Christmas reunion 
party on Dec. Bat 
Judge Juan Luna High 
Schoolaudio visual 
room. Theeventis set 
to relive the wonderful 
high school memories 


So truly missed 


Gn foving memory on the 


Ist Death Anniversary 


of his birth to eternal 


fife on November 22, 2006 


ANTONIO 
A. AGUILAR, CPA 


of Jones, Isabela 


The family requests the pious readers to. | 
pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


and experiences 


9 Yh throughaspecial 

ios MS Grama, 
So dearly loved || which features activites 

So fondly remembered simedat fostering 


camaraderie and 
recollection of forged 
friendships on campus. 
Joinand participate 
inthis blissful and 
meaningful occasion, 
reminisce the good old 
days, and amplify our 
school spiritto 
incalculable levels with 
‘our former classmates. 
For details, contact. 
Josie Santillan Jimenez 
-~ 480-5393, 233-2370, 
252-5231, CP 0915- 
3793813, Chito 
Celestial -455-6202, 
CP0918-4089611, 
Rudy San Gabriel at 
0919-4413140, and 
Mar Delos Reyesat 
890-1185, CP 0917- 


Яп Toying Memory 


Fifteen years ago, Nov. 21, 1992, 
a loving devoted wife, mother and grandmother 


dug Qautista Marcelo 


Left this world to join our Creator in His Heavenly Kingdom. 
Her Family requests relatives and friends to remember her 
in prayers on this day. 


“Eternal rat grant uni her, © Lord, 
cand let perpetual light shine upon her.” 


Holy masses will be offered today, Wednesday, Nov. 21, 2007. 
Malsbon City 


National Shrine of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Quezon City .. 

Shrine of Our Lady of Manaoag, Pangasinan 

National Shrine of Mother of Perpetual Help, Baclaran. 

Мата Sra. de Guia Parish, Ermita, Manila. 

Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, Pasay City. 

Our Lady of Remedies Parish, Malate, Manila 

Our Lady of Pilar Church, ta, Cruz, Manila 

Fr. Pio of Pietrelcina Chapel. Pasig City 

St. Francis Church. Mandaluyong. 

National Shrine of San Lorenzo Ruiz. Binondo, Manila 
Vincent de Paul Parish, San Marcelino St, Ermita, Manil 
John the Baptist Parish, Quiapo Church, Manila. 

of Our Lady Mary Mediatrix of all Grace, Lipa Ciy. 
Minore of Our Lady of Piat, Pi 


6:90 am; 7 am; 6:00 pm 
“8:00am 


7:00am 
T 600am 


Born: Nov. 2, 1932 
Died: Nov. 18, 2007 


Husband; Eladio Fajardo Quinto (deceased) 


Her remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapel, 
C. Raymundo St.corner Mercedes Avenue, 
San Miguel, Pasig City. 


Interment will be on Nov. 24, 2007, Saturday at 8:30 a.m. 
at Evergreen Memorial Park. 


Rosemarie - Teodoro Rey 
Joseph - Felicidad. 
Antonio (Deceased) - Julieta. 
Edgar - Cynthia. 
Marlyn- Augusto Salcedo 
Diosdado- Gerlen 
Maria Isabel - Frederick Cureg 
Maria Lourdes 


OBITUARIES 


Beath Notice 
| 


ELISEO C. LORENZANA | 
Зап. 29, 1913 -Nov. 18,2007 `+ 

Peacefully died at the age of 94. 
His body lies at Our Lady.of 

| Peace Memorial Chapel (neat 

ийроїо Church), Antipolo Rizal, 

interment’ will be on Friday; 


JAIME nm 
B.BASA : 

„ March 6, 1960 - Nov. 12,2007 1.3 
"Ніз body will lie at Chapel Еш 
| Sanctuarium, Araneta Avenue, ` 
Quezon City as soon asithe body 
arrives on the night of November 22, $] 
2007 from‘Australia. — . E 

Tentative interment Will be on 
November.27, 2007. at Himlayang 
Pilipino, Tandang Sora, Quezon City: 


ACCOUNT - 
EXECUTIVES 


for IMPORTED INSTANT NOODLES 


* College graduate 

* At least 5 years experience in 
handling supermarket and 
grocery store accounts 

* With experience in selling 
instant noodles and supermarket 
products to major supermarket 

j and grocery stores 

* Male or Female, 25-35 years old 


Qualified applicants are requested 
to submit their comprehensive resume 
with photo to: 


HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 


1344 Angono St., Makati City 
ог сай Ms. Dorie Ramilo 

Tel. Nos.: 897-6819 loc. 111 or 899-6439 

ог Mrs. Emily Gepilano at tel. nos.: 850-1803 or 807-2454 


We offer attractive basic salary plus commission to successful candidates. 


Republic of the Philippines 
Professional Regulation Commission 
Manila 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Professional Regulation Commission, with address at P. Paredes St. cor. N. Reyes St. (отпеу Morayta 
St), Sampaloc, Manta horeby invites prospective bidders to apply for eigbllly and to bid for: 


r 


Dateverve 
otro 
conference 


Items to Big and Approved 
usgetfortho 
eme Centract 


Quanity 


1 DAL 
DUPLICATOR 


18 units P 5,925,000.00 | November 26, 2007 
ALI099 am. 

РАС Conlerence Вл. 

2nd оо. Мап вер 


P 1,840,000.00 | November 26, 2007 
'AL200 p. 

IPRC Conterence Rm. 

[nd Fior, Maln Blog. 


а units [Р 2,520,000.00 | November 27, 2007 
Ало ал. 

РЕС Conference Ал 

na коо, мав Бр [2nd For Mah Bg. 


2 suREODER 
MACHINE 


15 units 


з соцатна 
MACHNE 


P 250000 


4 масокотомма  |isunis|P 3,597850 | November 27, 2007 | December 10, 2007 | Р 2,700.00 
AL1090 am. А1220 pam. 

PRC Conlerance яп [PRC Conlerence Rm. 

2nd Fior, Main BI. 2nd Foor, Man Bldg. 


11 units 


4 units 


5 units 


Only bidders registered with tne Electronic Procurement Service for procurement of goods and services shall 
be allowed to participate n the bidding process. 

В forms and the Terms of Reference (TOR) may be obtained at cos! by interested bidders staring on 
‘November 21. 2007 from the Office о! the BAC Secretariat. 

The PAC Bids and Awards Committee shall screen the eligit of prospective bidders based on thelr 
compliance withthe eügibity requirements on a passfall basis, evaluate, and post qualify bids o determine 
‘rather he bidder concemed complies wit and is responsive о a the requirements and conditions for екеу. 

‘All particulars reati to the registration, elit, bidding, evaluation ol bids, and awards of contract shall 
bo governed by the applicable provisions of Republic Act No. 9184, otherwise known as the “Goverment 
Procurement Reform Асс (GPRA), and ts Implementing Rules and Regulations. 

The Commission reserves tha right o very the veracity of any Information or autheniicity of any document 
икта in te course of bidding and to undertake ocular inspection of offees and facies of bidders. It Ikewise 
Tesorvas the right 10 reject any or ай bids, waiva any defector formally therein, and to accept the ofer most 
‘2avardagoous lo the РАС. п shall not assume any геврол Шу whatsoever to compensate or indemnily the 
5050г for any expense incured in he preparation of the bd, nor does It guarantee that an award wil e mada. 


Very truly yours, 
(воа) LEONOR T. ROSERO 
Ch 


= 


Tel. Nos. 
mm 


Salud Abeleda Luna 


[um FUNERARIA PAZ, INC 


712-3001 * 749-3806 to П 


"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
1 have kept the faith.” — 2 Timothy 4:7 


In Loving Memory 


RODOLFO “Ody” M. SAYO 


June 7, 1949 — October 8, 2007 
The family invites relatives and friends to join them in the celebration. 


Engracio de Gracie 


ofthe Holy Sacrifice of the Mass on Saturday, November 24, 2007 at 
1:00 p.m. at Christ the King Chapel, Greenmeadows, О.С. 


John 14:6 
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eTelecare bares Вр posts 9-mo net loss of P298- 


expansion plans 
cau, свива osos erazoxs Forex losses slightly down in Sept. 


Global Solutions Inc. is expanding its oper- 

ш the Philippines this year by adding By Doris C. Dumlao ўар gens dissidiis: жик диби 
б h from the open market for September 
The company currently operates 7200 THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS! amounted to about $600 million j 

pod es ыы э foreign exchange losses droppedslightlyto Тһе BSP's forex losses peaked in July pri- 
Polen di company’s listing rites ar P4929 billion in end-September from orto ће US subprime crisis that triggered a 

de E ilippine pun Exchange Ww "Makati або Р50 ИШ а July as its US dollar global pic aversion to assets in emerg- 

ч = " 1 purchases slowed down. ing markets. 
e ШЫ podio Мева P However, the BSP still incurreda netloss ће crisis was caused by rising delin- 
oyup hast прапу меша 800 500 Of P28.93 billion in the first nine months, quency in subprime mortgages or credit 
seats in the fourth q Rt in Pampanga more than 340 percent bigger than the given to borrowers with blemished credit 
ашацов огап Аа 0: Ih ГА ба P653 pillion in net loss a year ago, the cen- history and little equity. 

M ax апааа БАС. acquis. al banks statement of income and ех — The growth of the US subprime mortgage 

Su ЭМ жеты таа. q penseshowed. —— market was facilitated by several measures 
as ee des cde general __ not for the foreign exchange losses, the put in place by the US government, such as 

isa i nie алын SU ue Central bank would have posted a net in- state imposition of interest rate caps on 
ae Бг edi lahug Cebu, come of?19.37 billion during the period, housing loans, tax deductible interest on 
dd 24 RNC "dditonal SOO seats, Total revenue, particularly interest in- residential mortgages and legal provisions 
кч жи on athene, come, amounted to P66.92 billion during the on automatic underwriting and issuance of 

Woo ye mdr нол, Aja. Period, while expenses hit P47.56 billion. asset-backed securities. The environment 

" Ls oes i Masi. ^ Тһе net losses stemmed from the BSPs encouraged many to overstretch their fi- 
ere ME OU RUD facility “long” (buy) position on the US dollar, nances by purchasing even risky products. 

Xi MAR eT i which resulted in the buildup ofits grossin- ^ Thus, when the US Federal Reserve in- 
The pu its revenues to grow ЇЁТПаНОПа] reserves to record-highs. As of creased interest rates, many borrowersended | harvested in the marine cages of Gawad Saka Outstanding 

ор nillionthisyear and itsnet hé-September, the country’s GIR has цр defaulting on their loan payments as pre- | Fisher Folk Peter Uy (middle) in Campuyo, Manjuyod, Negros 

income to hit $20.2 million to $20.8 miion, Feached $31 billion. payment and refinancing options were not | Oriental. With them is Melchor Tayamen (left), chief of the 
Sitsmniden wading day eTelecare opened Thé GIR is a key indicator of a country’s feasible due to inadequate housing equity. National Freshwater Fisheries Technology Center. Pompano is 
eee ees perde dom Ablity ro cover te foreign exchange require- For its part, the BSP has been intermit- | among the species preferred by the aquaculture sector because 
ffom the offer price of P400 a share ments of its economy, composed of the cen- tently buying more dollars at the spot for- | ofits high value and good export market potential, and the 
ef erate a leading Ча bankes gross foreign currency holdings, eign exchange market to curb the peso's | availabilty of fingerings a well as high quality formulated 
ovider of business process outsourcing ld teserves, foreign investments and special sharp appreciation. This intervention | feeds. 
е РОН бапсһев-асзоң drawingrights from multilateral institutions. slowed down in August to mid-September. 


Build Your Trust in IntelliCare Clinics ss“ соро E 


SURE nme emery rt 


Looks like your company is catching a virus. 


When staff is unhealthy, productivity drops. With top-quality, highly personalized healthcare services ili C 
that are accessible and affordable, Intellicare is essential in strengthening your company's most valuable asset. f nteiii Care 


YOUR INTELLIGENT HEALTH CHOICE 


ADDRESS: 7fh Floor, Feliza Building, V.A. Rufino St. (formerly Hererra St), Legaspi Village, Makati City Philippines 1228 
TEL: (02) 894-33-86 (connecting all departments) FAX: (02) 894-4842 Website: wwwv.intellicare.com.ph 
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THE ONLY downer to this- 
happy tune is the asking 


Text and photos by Tessa R. Salazar 
" First of two parts 


AS IT JUST COINCI- 

dence that as the INQUIR- 

ER flashed the news 
about climate change on its banner 
page, its Motoring section had in 
its possession (for a couple of days, 
at least) two hybrid cars from two 
of the world's trailblazers in hybrid 
power technology? 

Maybe there has been, indeed, an ulti- 
mate purpose for endeavors that would, at 
first, seem meaningless and a waste of 
time, Take, for example, our effort to drive 
these two hybrid cars (a Toyota Prius and a 
Honda Civic with Integrated Motor Assist) 
through some of the most congested loca- 
tions in Metro Manila at the worst possible 
driving times (payday Friday night and Sat- 
urday afternoon). 

Thus, the 1.5-liter Prius (a second-gener- 
ation test unit) and the 2006 Civic 1.3 i-DSi 
with IMA were virtually inseparable for two 
days, driven in identical routes and lanes, 
loaded up at the same fuel stations and sub- 
Jected to the same traffic situations. 


Two for the road 

‘The Prius had already been test driven 
earlier this year by Inquirer Motoring. This 
would be the first time, though, that it 
would have a fellow hybrid for а compan- 


STOP for the car, go for the battery. 
Regenerative braking is an ingenious 
way of getting energy that would 
otherwise waste away as heat. The 

.. Civic Hybrid uses nickel-metal hydride 
batteries. 


10-YEAR battery packs; ] 
fuel savings supposed to М 
make Mother Nature sing 
"The Hills Are Alive (With 


the Sound of Hybrids)!" 


At the onset, the Prius evidently has a 
more space-age "look" than the Civic, ow- 
ing to a prominent energy screen monitor 
at the center of the dashboard, a unique, 
tiny gearshift lever just below that monitor, 
and an EV mode on the left side of the dash- 
board. Pushing the EV button would give 
the driver full-time electric power for speed 
up to 42 kph for as far as 3 km, or depend- 
ing on the battery charge levels. 

The Prius demolished all our misconcep- 
tions of hybrids as being slowpokes. This 
Prius, with a body as big as a 1.8-liter Altis, 
pulled like it was a 2-liter sedan, even dur- 
ing uphill runs. As we noted previously, the 
gasoline engine may produce a measly 76 
hp at 5,000 rpm, but when combined with 
the 67 hp at 1,200 to 1,540 rpm of the elec- 
tric engine, you effectively harness over 
478 Nm (net of torque) and 110 horsepow- 
er at its peak. We have also observed that 
the electric motors characteristic high 
torque was also an immense help on the up- 
hill (both engines worked during steep 
climbs). 

‘The Civic Hybrid, on the other hand, 
looks every bit a regular Civic sedan except 
for the large side markings spelling out “In- 
tegrated Motor Assist” and the decal “hy- 
brid” at the rear. The digital monitors at the 
dash, betray its hidden nature, of course, 
with noticeable gauges for battery charge 
and the IMA system. 

‘The Civic driver control package looks 
more user friendly for its needle-type 
gauges, conventional ignition switch, and 
regular A/T gearshift lever. 


Geta chance to 


win an INNOVA 


when you buy an 


LOW DOWN PAYMENT P77,800** 
LOW MONTHLY P7,166*** 


Also, get a chance to win t 
an ALTIS 1.6 С A/T when you buy а YARIS 
a CAMRY 2.4 С A/T when you buy an ALTIS 
a FORTUNER 4x2 2.7 L when you buy an INNOVA 


BEA R 
A COND 
Get up to P50,000 TOYOTA SAVINGS PLUS 
for the Yaris A/T & M/T, Altis, Avanza 1.5 G A/T, & M/T, Innova E Gas A/T & M/T, 
and P30,000 for all other Innova variants. 
Tre Toyota Snags Ps can я шей for accesos, бер marino, LTO пд, cursor TFS Financing Package 


or Q^ INTEREST 


on our great financing packages 
For spate franc emp oniy. Vel down payment und monti emerzatn в pd nu. Financing sublet to TFS approval. 


&»TOYOTA | 


| 500 | 


THOUSAND | 


Promo Period is from November 7 - 30, 2007. 
Grand Draw is on December 12, 2007, 


| QD TOYOTA | 
Ансат асе | 


Tp 
Seo yer for detas. Per DT-NCR Permit No. 5840 Seres of 2007. 
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You ist 
К 


ую ор. 72 monte 
Jeet swt 
К 
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fron 20 IMT 


(TOYOTA 
moving forward > 


Ama 15O WT 
pr 


Toroa raanei сло азан 
TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK TOYOTA ALABANG, жс. 697-3707 TOYOTA BACOLOD CI! 00) 
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THE 4TH CAR OF THE YEAR (COTY) 
Philippines Awards program, which was 
held at the Rockwell Tent in Makati last 
Thursday established quite a few firsts. 

Tt was the first time that: a European brand 
won the big trophy. The 2007 Car of the Year, 
the Volvo C30 is a sports coup that aced the 
Luxury Subcompact category versus the 
BMW 120i and the Mercedes-Benz B160. 
Whats more, the Swedish carmaker out- 
shone its German rivals two more times 
when the Volvo S60 TS won the Executive 
Car of the Year Award and the Volvo $80 2.5L 
topped the Luxury Car category. 


Swept 

It was also the first time that а Korean 
brand—Kia—swept four category awards, 
besting Japanese brands. The Kia Picanto 1.1 
DLX bagged the Basic Subcompact Car of the 
Year Award, the Kia Rio 1.4 sedan was ad- 
judged the Executive Subcompact Car of the 
Year, the Kia Carens CRDi collected the Com- 
pact Van/Multipurpose Vehicle of the Year 
‘Award and the Kia Camival LX 2.9 CRDi 
‘short wheelbase won the Executive Van/MPV 
ofthe Year trophy. 

For the first time, the Car Awards Group 
Inc. (Cagi), organizer of Coty, got a big busi- 
mess corporation to be the title sponsor, i.e. 
Petron Corp. Thus it is now officially known 
as the Petron 2007 Car of the Year Awards. 
‘The decision to get а title sponsor was made 
by Cagi 2007 president Ira Panganiban with 
the concurrence of his board: External VP 
Andy Sevilla, external vice president; Feman 
lao, intemal VP and technical committee 
chair; and Jeff Reyes, treasurer. 


Media practitioners 

All the officers and members of Cagi, if you. 
don't know it yet, are media practitioners as 
Cagi is a nonstock, nonprofit private organi- 
zation of motoring journalists that conducts 
consumer-oriented tests of mass production 
motor vehicles annually to help consumers 
make an informed choice when buying a car 


“TRANSPORT TRIVIA 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


NÜOTORING 
Firsts in the 2007 Car of the Year Awards 


Aida Sevilla- 


and to recognize the progress of the auto їп- 
dustry in engineenug, quality, design and 
safety features. 

This time, the Automobile Association 
Philippines (ААР) supported the 2007 Coty 
‘Awards not as a sponsor, but as Cagis techni- 
cal partner in testing the entries. After all, 
ААР is a nonprofit, nonstock organization, 
the national auto club that is the only Philip- 
pine affiliate of the FIA, the Paris-based body 
that governs motor sports worldwide includ- 
ing Fl, the WRC and Le Mans. AAP.motor 
sports committee chair Mandy Eduque and 
ААР director Dave Arcenas participated in 
some of the car testing sessions. 


Categories 

The number of categories was increased 
from 11 in the 3rd Coty to 23 after the Cagi 
executive board consulted the technical ex- 
geris of he Chamber of Automotive Manu 
Facturers of the Philippines Inc. (Campi) on 
how to improve the Coty formula. Passenger 
cars now have nine categories: Basic Sub- 
compact, Executive Subcompact, Luxury 
Subcompact, Midsize, Sports Car, Executive, 
Luxury and Ultra Luxury. Car-based utility 


By Emman Cena 


Of traffic violations and figures 


LAST SUNDAY, THE INQUIRER HAD ON 
its front page a story tackling the behav- 
ior of Pinoy drivers. The story written by 
Tessa Salazar tried to answer the ques- 
tion: Have Pinoy drivers transformed in- 
to road bullies behind the wheel? 

Look into the following figures of traf- 
ficviolations gathered by the Land Trans- 
portation Office, the country’s arm in 
transportation service. The agency 

akes sure the laws, rules and regula- 
tions are efficiently implemented across 
the country. 


“Traffic violation ~ Number of cases 

E P recorded nationwide 
- Violation of the RA 154,984 
8750 or Seatbelt use 
act 

No certificate of reg-! 
istratlon/officialre- i 
ceipt on hand 
= Obstruction 

Prohibited parking, 

Unregistered/invalid* 
registration. 

Colorum operation , 
-Drivinginsip- — , 
pers/sleeveless shirt ! 
(PUVs) 

Driving w/ delin- 
quentinvalid sus- 
pended, ineffectual or} 
revoked license 

Student driver with- } 
out an accompanying 
licensed driver — | 

Driving without the 
license 


* Annual figures as of January 2007 


55,471 


47,468 
45,655 
42,665 


34,906 
32,020 


29241 


28,282 


26485 


vehicles enter four categories 2WD 
Crossover/Wagon, 4WD Crossover/Wagon, 
Luxury Crossover/Wagon and Ultra-Luxury 
Crossover/Wagon. 

Minivans were divided into four cate- 
gories: Compact Van/Multipurpose Vehicle 


THE VOLVO C30 is 
the first European 
car towin the Car of 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2007 


(MPV), Executive  Van/MPV Luxury 
Van/MPV and Ultra Luxury Ven/MPV Sport 
utility vehicles (SUVs) were also Compact, 
Executive, Luxury or Ultra Luxury. Pickup 
trucks have two categories: 2WD (412) and 
4WD (4х4). 


Chose 


Entries that did not win in their respective. 
categories last time were allowed to try 
again. Previously, losing entries were not al- 
lowed to participate unless the motor vehicle 
їп question had undergone major changes or 
upgrades in engineering, technology and/or 
safety features. A facelift—new headlights or 


taillights, а new grille, new bumpers—did 
not count. 


87 entries 

Eighty-seven cars and trucks were tested 
over a span of eight Saturdays from Aug. 25 
to Oct. 13, 2007 at the San Lazaro Leisure 
Park in Carmona, Cavite. The total number 
would have been 97 if the test units of 10 
models had shown up. 

‘The number of Special Awards was in- 
creased from four to 19. Supporters of Coty 
2007 sponsored the awards. Thus, Toyota 
Motors Philippines won the AAP Best Road 
Safety Campaign Award, the Honda Jazz 1.3 
won the Standard Insurance Best Value for 
Money Award, the Nissan Teana the Rock- 
well Land Best Interior Design Award, the 
Mercedes-Benz $350 the Bridgestone Most 
Comfortable Ride Award, the Mitsubishi Out- 
Jander the Bosch Best In-Car Entertainment 
Award, the Subaru Impreza WRX the Globe 
Media Dream Car Award and the Petron 
2007 Car of the Year, the Volvo C30, also won 
the Concept One Sexiest Car Award. 

So Coty 2007 was a year of firsts, setting 
the stage fora more exciting 2008. 


Down the wire 


ized racing vehicles that only look 
like commercially available models, 
зо Gronholm's Ford Focus RS WRC 
2007 and Loeb's Citroen C4 WRC ful- 
ly maximize the power and grip al- 
lowed by the rules of the highest level 
of rallying. The rigors of rallying have 
also claimed each of these cars at 
least twice in the season, with Loeb 
having one more DNF to Gronholm's. 
Jast two retirements. Neither car has 


From page B2-4 


displayed dominance over the last 
year. 

In the end, it will likely boil down 
to sheer ability and want. But the 
odds are stacked against our retiring 
Finn. Even if Marcus Gronholm wins 
Wales Rally GB outright, Sebastien 
Loeb must have a disaster to lose the 
championship. There is no other 
мау 

Even a бе of points would likely 


BMW’s latest Х5 се 


POWER and torque have also gone up across 
the new XS's model range. 


driving pleasure one would have 
expected from a gasoline-fed ve- 
hicle despite the greater weight 
and higher center of gravity. 
Farrales said that in contrast 
to sport utility vehicles or vehi- 
дев that are built for off-road 
driving with the possibility for 
on-road use, BMW considers the 
new XS as sport activity vehicle, 
an entirely new concept in the 
luxury segment that offers off- 
road qualities and yet it displays 


give Loeb the driver's plum as he has 
won more rallies outright this year. 
Marcus Gronholm finds himself the 
underdog in the strictest definition of 
terms. Who will [be cheering for dur- 
ing the Wales Rally GB from Nov. 30 
to Dec. 2? I'ma sucker for the under- 
dog, despite every bone in my body 
wanting to continue supporting Se- 
bastien Loeb. It’s just that kind of 
year Lewis Hamilton will likely 
agree. 


enhanced dynamics and an even 
higher standard of all-round 
supremacy. 

“The new XS is the first SAV in 
the world available with Active 
Steering, AdaptiveDrive (ап- 
tiroll stabilization and adaptive 
dampers) as well as it comes 
with а standard run flat safety 
tires. With the new XS, body roll 
is never an issue, nor are squat. 
and dive under acceleration and 
braking,” Farrales assured. 
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vated by a button. 


BMW’s latest АЭ redefines a 


^ the sports utility and crossover community 


Sports utility vehicle concept нис 


TotandpotsbyChars E, Buban WINDSHIELD 


Т: THE TWO DAYS THIS WRITER 


spent driving the latest BMW X5, I was 


thrice handed different brochures of 


e т Š REPAIR c 
Soon-to-open high-class communities in TE 4 
Tüy Cy vis gives «thumbs wp : Ses чаи (NOT REPLACEMENT! EMISSION CTR? 5 
sign—a couple of times—by passing mo- Mee. | 
torists and was even afforded the right-of- looking shifter PST PUTO 

а * REMOVE CLASS SOUCIS ACD RAINS БИШИ BOL 

‘way in traffic in so many instances. ASASPORTS 

Tes not every day that one gets such atten- Азот VEICLEEMISSION TESTING Po 5000 
tion and this writer could easily attribute activity vehicle, "ТЕТ PEUTIC 
this to the new X5, which has a massive pres- „ thenew BMW ‘CALL NOW BEFORE ITS TOO LATE! 
ence, something that commands respect on ? Р XSrepresentsa | MANILA MIDWEST Тар enr Ae 2S 
the road. mewapproach ^ iyi Rd. Bango, толо йшй els: 286-2925/286:0362 

The one that BMW Philippines lent to this totheconcept |Кт. 16 Aguinaldo Hi-way, Tolabo VII, Bacoor, Cavite 
writer was the a five-seater (Executive) 3.( " of a traditional Tel.: (046) 970-2464 Cell # 0928-4050044 / 0921-5791303 
liter turbodiesel variant. SUV. Website: http://members.col.com/hitecom 

At first glance, the ring this afar P160 OFF except on Emission Test Expalon date 120107] 
new BMW XS actu- 
ally looks smaller 
than the model it re- 
places—thanks to 
Chris Bangles de- 
sign cues—but in re- 


ality, it's longer by 
18.7 cm and wider 
by6.8cm. x 


New grille design / UND ON OVERDRIVE! 
At the front, one 2 en x 


7 
would notice its 

wider kidney grilles, 4 ^ i 2 
newly designed 
headlamps (with the 
trademark corona 
rings that also inte- 
grated daytime run- 
ning lights) and low- 
er grille flanked by 
two other openings 
(the left-hand side 
opening for the 
diesel variant allows 
airflow for the tur- 
bodiesel’s intercool- 
а) 

Ar the геа, ће 
new XS has a stylish 
twin exhaust pipes А 
integrated into the fp 25 B 
rear bumper. du E 

But whats more T x 
interesting for this j Y МЕБ OMP AG 
writer is the new XS ЕХЕ СОШ MES OMPAGII 
diesel engine. 3 * 

According to 
Leana Farrales of 
BMW Philippines 
corporate communi- 
cations, the new 
X5's 3-liter diesel en- 
gine weighs 25 kilos 
less than its prede- 
cessor, thanks to an 
all-new aluminum 
crankcase, (remem- 
ber that a lighter en- 
gine weight means a 
much lighter vehicle 
weight, which in 
turn uses less fuel). 

Indeed, while the 
new Х5 diesel vari- 
ant is seconds slow- 
er in the 0 to 100 
kph compared to its 
gasoline counter- 
part, the new diesel 
XS could run 11.5 
lm per liter or a т 
duction of fuel con- 
sumption by 7 per- 
cent. 


Massive torque 
This writer also 
enjoyed the new 
diesel X5's massive 
torque it provided 
(520 Nm against its 
diesel variants 475 } * Y 
Nm), whichie just so k 1 Е f v > 
addiedve. This wu | А 
er was able to enjoy P (A Rafael Nadal 
short Sood, se b Holgning vivbesing Feanah Ороп champ 
since the gear shift- х M гетен. то) 
ed as soon as the 
redline was 
reached. 

Indeed, the new 
XS's six-speed auto- f. BSA RMP уне ety’ 
matic uansmission эро 
is а fuel saver аз it 
features a software 
that reduces reac- Р > 
tion and shi times неф енени таналы te eres 
by up to 50 percent 
compared to a con- 
ventional automatic 
transmission. 

The gear shift 
takes some getting 
used to (although 
this type of shifter is , 
Байсу ап абара 2006 SUB-COMPACT CAR OF THE YEAR 
оп BMWs 7-series) Car of the Year (COT Y) - Саг Awards Group, Inc. (CAG) & 


because it has no ac- 


tual gear positions Other Citations & Recognitions: 
for you to shift in- — 


to—one only has to *Flarked Highest in Segment Honor in J.D. Powers & Associates initial Gusity Study SM 005) fon. 
БСА И | «Winner, ‘Autobest 2006". Voted by efuentiel motoring writers from 12 Centre! & Eastem Europeen countries as #1 for offering "great versatility” 
ais ме and left *Editar's Most Wanted Edmonds.com Car Awards (USA) 

and right. 


*Lowest Cost Car to Hn State Motoring Cubs (Austreia) 
In drive mode, 


‘one could push the 
Shifter to the le te | KAAUTHORZED DEALERS / SALES OUTLETS 
fter to the left tO | LEIRO манил OREENALLS ol 74-25-PASI Te! 4678550. ZESGUERRA ТЫ 125) PABAY аа 1 b QURNO AVENUE Tel S84 ET2 SHAW ТЫ S AD OMALCHES Tl 45 ESO MARIKINA Té G2 850 1o 
ge P  BIANTIPOLO Telefax 595-M57-8INONDO Tet 255-2037- 38-LIBIS Tel 706-0685-CUBAD Te 421-1719 MANDALUYONG Tel 531-4631 1o 36-NEW MANIA Te! 722-0932 10 34-MANILABAY Te. S56-149¢-95-UEZONAVE. ла 43-8593 MAKATI 
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IT IS JUST THAT KIND OF YEAR. 
Roughly about a month ago, the global 
television audience was treated to 
some of the most dramatic motor rac- 
ing that the world has ever seen. You 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER =- 


MOTORING 


Down the wire 


know what Pm talking about. 

The plot lines were simple really 
‘Young upstart attempts to take the top 
accolade at the pinnacle of world motor 
sport in his debut season. He fails at the 


final race of the season, needing just a 
mediocre finish to clinch all the glory 
and begin spinning his on racing fairy 
tale. Sad too is the fact that Lewis Hamil- 
ton has the next 10 years to win the For- 

mula One World Champi- 


P 


Maximum engine pertormance 
from Monaco to the motorway. 


onship. Life can really be un- 
fair to a 22-year-old driver 
tagged to be the next poster 
boy for Formula One. 

Yet a similar and equally sig- 
nificant battle rages on the 
special stages of the World Ral- 
ly Championship. Without the 
fanfare and media circus of 
Formula One, this is a struggle 
that could pay itself out under 
the radars of the world media. 
‘That would be a crying shame. 

‘Two of the giants of world 
rallying are poised to take the 
2007 Drivers Championship 
and it looks like Rally Great 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


Britain with its mixed surfaces of tarmac 
and gravel plus the unforgiving Welsh 
weather will be the deciding rally. 

Up until mid October, 39-year-old 
Marcus Gronholm, a Finn and the latest. 
incarnation of the cold-blooded, Nordic. 
driving gods held a precarious four-point 
lead over his closest rival. It has been two 
rallies since, Rally Japan and Rally Ire- 
land, and our brash and often rude Ice- 
man hasn't scored a single point. 


Exit strategy 
Two consecutive retirements have al- 
lowed his nemesis and virtual antithesis, 


HIGH INTENSITY DISCHARGE LAMPS 
Most reasonably priced 


Bi 


lenefits: 
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Sebastien Loeb, to take a six-point lead. 
‘Add to this the additional pressure that. 
poor old Marcus has heaped upon his 
sometimes fiery head. Announcing re- 
tirement at seasons end, Gronholm 
must have envisioned going out at the 
top of World Rallying, with a third 
championship, as his exit strategy: Won- 
derful when the opposition doesn't co- 
operate with your retirement plans, isn’t 
1? 

The other entity in the 2007 WRC 
drama is the aforementioned French- 
man Sebastien Loeb. The 33-year old is 
also one of the most successful rally men 
in history with three WRC driver's cham- 
pionships in his trophy cabinet. In stark 
contrast to Gronholm’s clinical and gen- 
erally unemotional driving style, Loeb 
takes to the special stages of the WRC 
with signature French flair and confi- 
dence. 


‘The Philosopher’ 

Many times at the end of his timed 
runs, Sebastien has 
displayed wit and in- 
trospection often out 
of place in a race in- 
terview. Add to this 
the moments hes 
been captured on 
camera, thinking, 


brooding and gener- 
айу staring ішо 
space during lulls in 
the rallying, it is easy 
to understand why 
many refer to Loeb as 
“The Philosopher.” 

Some opinions 
might pin down the 
results of the 2007 
WRC Drivers Cham- 
pionship to equip- 
ment. Superior per- 
formance and bullet- 
proof reliability are 
nice things to havein 
any WRC car but nei- 
ther of our two 
would-be champions 
has the edge in those 
departments. 

First of all, both 
the cars are practical- 
ly bul fom the 
ground up as special- 
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Dynamic and 
distinctive styles 

lead the way as Fully 
Booked publishes 

; } x ; the inaugural winners 
By Ruel S. De Vera т / ; ; d of its Graphic/ Fiction 
Тн > = Зр es , contest 


of realistic fiction in Filipino 
literature," Neil Gaiman ex- 

plains. “We wanted to encourage 
unrealistic fiction.” Those words, 
appearing in “The Sandman” au- 
thor’s Foreword, exemplify the 
dark heart, and considerable soul 
of “Expeditions: The Philippine 
Graphic/Fiction Awards Vol. 
1—Comics” (Fully Booked, 2007, 
110 pages) and “Expeditions: The 
Philippine Graphic Fiction Awards 
Vol. 1—Prose” (Fully Booked, 
2007, 190 pages). And any reader 
will recall that Gaiman had no idea 
what awaited him in the Philip- 
pines: “What I knew of the Philip- FOR SOMEONE WHO HAS EVERYTHING, 
pines could have been written on 
the wing of a small butterfly.” 

Boasting a terrific cover by “New 
Avengers” artist Leinil Francis Yu and 
helped by a healthy heaping of horror, 
these books shine with potent talents. 

Seeking out new talent in both fiction 
and comic-book work, the awards were 
first handed out last year and these books 
feature the winners in the two categories as 
well as the honorable mentions. The win- 
ners—and, by extension, the selections in 
these collections—were chosen by the 
formidable judges: Gregorio Brillantes, 
Peque Gallaga and Tony Perez for Prose; 
Arnold Arre, Dean Francis Alfar and Fully 
Booked's Jaime Daez for Comics. 

The stories in the Prose volume are just 
superlative, gathering the chosen stories 
of science fiction, fantasy or horror. While 
some may be abrupt or uneven, all are 
well-written and imaginative, polished 
with a quality echoing the words of Ian 
Casocot, one of the first-prize winners in 
his story "A Strange Map of Time." He 
writes: "There was no vocabulary to seize 
possession of the sudden unknown that 
engulfed him." Casocot's tale is a time-lost 
meditation on words and destiny, employ- 
ing folkloric elements from the Negros is- 
lands. 

The other first-prize winner is Michael 
AR. Соз "The God Equation,” a gripping, 
gritty and tense account revolving around 
an actual angel sent to eliminate a Filipino 
mathematician who may have found proof 
of God's existence in an equation. 

The second-prize winner, "The Great 
Philippine Space Mission" by Philbert Ortiz 
Dy, is a rousing romp, with the Earth in dan- 
-ger and the only people who can save ev- 
eryone is a Filipino scientist and Kris 
Aquino, the Kris Aquino. 

See, Eric Bautista has invented a meta- 
physical engine, powered by chismis (gos- 
sip), hence, Aquino becomes the most po- т 567 zt E x 
tent source of energy in the world. "Atha" T " PPM i 
by Michaela Atienza, a plaintive reflection CHRISTMAS IS A TIME OF ENCHANTMENT, 
on the wages of one man's madness and ge- 
nius, is the third-prize winner. i 

Like the winning pieces, the other stories 
mix Filipino and foreign elements with A TIME OF MAGIC, 
aplomb and are surprisingly contemporary. 
Authored by Kim Marquez, Ma. Cecilia E 
Estrada, Yvette Natalie Tan, Ma. Ana Mi- =A TIME, FOR JOY... - 
caela б. Chua and Wincy Ong, they feature Я * 
everything from a manananggal who wants 
to become an artista to white cockroaches А ^ 
with a secret. 


Dark comics 
Ifanything, the Comics volumes actual- 
ly darker than its Prose sibling and is laced 
with more horror content. The pieces have 
finishes that range from professional to 
spotty, and their styles run from distinctive- 
ly innovative to somewhat derivative, all 
with a dream-like texture that can be either 
sweet or nightmarish. Though the 12-page 
pieces are in black-and-white, the taller 
and wider format evens it out. 
Chances are, readers would have yet to ГА 
read anything like the deserving first-prize 
mE d ос CHRISTMAS IS (eT K-] 
Adventures of Hika Girl" by Clara Lala Gal- 
lardo and Maria Gallardo, a bedtime story 
done up in Uglydoll finery. SINCE 1952 
Mind-blowing would be the best descrip- 
tion for the second-prize winner, the word- 
less “Splat!” by Manuel "Manix" Abrera, 
like a spot cartoon on speed, kinetic and 
witty. 
‘The two third-prize winners are а study 
in extremes. Like a cautionary tale for chil- 


MARVELOUS/C3 


Ву Niño Mark М. Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


reality TV fans out there. “The 

Amazing Race Asia" Season 2 pre- 
mieres tomorrow night, Nov. 22, on action 
and adventure channel AXN at9 p.m. 

With more adrenalin-pumping chal- 
lenges, heated action, amazing destina- 
tions as pitstops and a lot of conflict and 
spicy drama, the show promises to be a 
weekly addiction for all couch potatoes. 

"There's more driving in new environ- 
ments, long-haul flights to catch, and even 
more challenging tasks in the new race,” re- 
veals Allan Wu, the show's hot host. "Tem- 
pers flared not only with me but with other 
contestants аз well." He even adds that a 
fight almost broke out between him and а 
contestant! 

Needless to say this seasons 10 
teams—two each from the Philippines, 
Hong Kong and Malaysia, and one each 
from Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia and 
Japan—play a huge role in making the 
show a must-watch. For the first time in The 
Amazing Race history, there is a hearing- 
impaired contestant, Adrian Yap of Singa- 
pore. The first-ever Japanese team also de- 
buts this exciting season. 

For Filipinos, one great reason to stay 
tuned is to find out how well familiar faces 
Mare Nelson and Rovilson Fernandez do in 
the competition, With other Philippine 
teams being booted out early in the previ- 
ous season, everyone is curious whether 
Mare and Rovilson will suffer the same fate 
or win the US$100,000 cash prize. 

If those aren’t enough for you to tune in, 
the fact that the show has а lot of stunning 
lookers should get you hooked! 


T HE LONG WAIT IS OVER FOR ALL. 


First episode sneak peek 

In “The Amazing Race Asia" Season 2 pi- 
lot tomorrow night, host Allan Wu assem- 
bles all the 10 teams by the Singapore River 
for the adventure of a lifetime. They are 
shown the highs of Singapore when they 


RI lura 

CAVITE-BASED husband and wife Henry and 
Trinidad Reed make up the other Philippine 
team. 


mw a 


MARC Nelson and Rovilson Fernandez: great looks, awesome bods, witty and wonderful 


sense of humor 


EDWIN Lo of Hong Kong boldly gives the 
balut a try. 


3 
NATASHA Monks and Paula Taylor from 
Thailand 


are brought to one of the Republic's famous 
hills and then to the top of the nation’s 
wealthiest buildings. 

This is good news for the Singapore team 
composed of gym buddies Collin and Adri- 


an. However, conflict ensues early on when | 


the Singaporeans do something that makes 
Rovilson say, “Those guys are monsters 
Just because he has a hearing impairment 
means nothing!” 

For the teams’ first task, they have to 
seramble for taxis—a special one assigned 
for each team—which makes hailing a cab 
in Singapore extra difficult, especially for 
two teams who get stuck searching for their 
cabs while the others zip to the next loca- 
tion. 

Next, the teams are thrown a curveball 
and made to choose between climbing up 


CONTESTANTS’ backpacks waiting to be 
picked up for the start of the race 


and down 45 stories of stairs or crossing 
over one tall building to another, dangling 
181 meters off the ground. In a race where 
every second counts, picking the crossover 
challenge is the better time-saving idea, 
and it expectedly induces some panic at- 
tacks from some contestants. 

After a detour, the teams leave Singapore 
and travel over 2,000 kilometers across the 
seas to the next destination: a city in the 
Philippines. The two Philippine teams are 
naturally ecstatic; one even breaks out into 
a dance! 

At the next city, teams have the luxury of 
digging into one of the nation’s most infa- 
mous delicacies: the balut. While several 
racers are famished enough to eat any- 


thing, not too many of the racers are able to 
consume the balut, after being told what it 
is. One takes a bite but spits it all out, while 
another courageously finishes it but regur- 
gitates it before long. 

And then there's ће mad race to the pit- 
stop, which is always thrilling to watch 
Witness how one team gets out of their ve- 
hicle to push it when the slope turns out too 
steep, while the others decide to ditch their 
rides and just rely on their feet. Find out 
what it takes to finish first: lightning speed, 
great strength or а combination of good 
looks and a little brain power. 

Catch “The Amazing Race” Asia 2 on 
AXN tomorrow at9 p.m. 

Email the author at nino- 
marksablan@yahoo.com 


—— M: 
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CONTESTANTS 
with acrophobia 
(fear of heights) are. 
brought to one of 
Singapore's famous 
hills and then to the. 
top of the nation's 
skyscrapers. 
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AT A SHOW in Denver 


Learni ng the w rid of life 
e months 


By Hanna Fernando-Pacua 
2bU! Contributor 


Ihave had the rare privilege to 
travel to seven countries across 

three continents with 67 of the most 

dedicated people I had ever met. 

‘Along the way I have been able to 
see unusual landscapes, walk across 
historical landmarks, learn about 
different cultures, and dialogue 
about past and present world issues. 

I have met people from all walks 
of life, spoke their language (or at 
least attempted tol), heard their sto- 
ries, ate their food, lived with their 
dogs (I am afraid of dogs), slept in 
their homes. 

Thave painted houses, moved fur- 
niture, pulled weeds and scrubbed 
floors. [have sung and danced in the 
heat, in the cold, in the rain, on the 
dirt, and under the stars. I have been 
constantly faced with challenges but 
Thave come out of them unscathed, 
amore mature person. 

No, Lam not part of "The Amazing 
Race,” but Lam in something similar. 
Up With People is an extraordinary 
youth global education program 
that takes participants on a hands- 
on learning journey spreading peace 
and understanding around the 
world. 

All throughout the program, we 
were continuously reminded to 
"step out of our comfort zones"—be- 
cause nothing extraordinary Һар. 
pens until you do something ex- 
traordinary. 

Each group in Up With People is 
called a "Cast." At this very moment, 
there are two casts traveling the 
globe, Cast B and Cast C with two 
different itineraries but similar mes- 
sages. 

Tam in Cast B 2007 and we have 
moved across from the USA (Col- 
orado-Arizona-California-Oregon- 
Nevada) to Europe (Milan, Italy- 
Switzerland-Germany-The Nether- 
lands-Belgium) and now we will 
spend a whole month in the Philip- 
pines. 

The program aims to visit a new 
developing country each year and 
this is the first time that it will go to 
the Philippines. Being the only Filip- 
ina in the cast AND being the first 
Filipino traveling with the program 
has been both a great honor and a 
challenge for me. I feel a great sense 
of responsibility making everyone's 
stay in our country the best that it 
can be. 


Е OR THE PAST FOUR MONTHS 


Our lives in one suitcase 

A very evident challenge for most. 
of the members of the cast is living 
within our one-suitcase limit. The 
20-kilo suitcase should be able to 
hold business clothes (for important. 
functions), work clothes (for manu- 
al labor work), casual clothes (for 
everyday use), fitness clothes (for 
rehearsal use) and a show costume. 
Not to mention appropriate shoes 
and accessories, show makeup, jour- 
nals and technological gadgets, plus 
souvenirs and gifts collected along 


Up With People 
isan extraordinary 
youth global 
education program 
thattakes 
participants on a 
hands-on learning 


journey spreading 
peace and 
understanding 


around the world 


the way. The suitcase defines who 
we are for the whole trip, it is our 
home and our lives! 

‘Two of the top things I learned in 
Up With People are communicating 
and working with people with differ- 
ent beliefs and backgrounds. 

Cast B 2007 is composed of stu- 
dents from 19 different coun- 
tries—the United States, Germany, 
Romania, Japan, Uganda, Brazil, 
Venezuela, Macedonia, to name a 
few. 

Each individual carries his or her 
unique traits, cultures and values 
from their home countries. In such a 
diverse group, people have different 
ways of doing things and opinion 
clashes are unavoidable, 

Up With People has made us see 
beyond these differences. We have 
had workshops on stereotypes, re- 
spect, teamwork, communication 
and listening. Students are also giv- 
en opportunities to do presentations 
about their respective country's cul- 
ture. We have long learned to em- 
brace and value the diversity of the 


group and work with each other har- 
moniously. 


Global education 

Our cast has traveled to big cities 
and small towns and each one has its 
own unique charm and mystery. We 
visit towns and see beyond its sur- 
face, such as Las Vegas, Nevada, 
which is more than a gambling capi- 
tal, but also a city where vibrant 
communities thrive and where tal- 
ented students get the best high- 
school education. 

Т have also learned how lives 
changed with the coming down of 
the Berlin Wall between West and 
East Germany. 

There was always something 
surprising and unexpected as we 
traveled on the road. One time, we 
had an activity about how much 
each person affects the environ- 
ment with the amount of trash we 
generate. We were individually 
made to carry around our own 
garbage in big paper bags through- 
out the week! The lesson opened 
my eyes on how we should be con- 
scious of our waste generation. 

In order to take learning a bit 
deeper, we ай stay in host families in 
each area we visit. This allows us to 
really live the way the locals live and 
to learn their thoughts on local is- 
sues. 

Tt was fun discussing immigration 
with my host mom in San Diego, 
California (close to the US-Mexico 
border), and tasting my first ever 
Prickly Pear Cactus with my host dad 
jn Tucson, Arizona. 

I learned all about coffee, history, 
and architecture from my host fami 
ly in Italy and talked about discrimi- 
mation in the Netherlands. As you 
can see, we break down all four 
walls of the classroom and learn on 
the road. 


Volunteers 

In each city we visit, we partner 
with local nonprofit groups and 
work with local volunteers in several 
projects benefiting the community. 

I will never forget a series of 


school projects, that we did in the | 
US called "Stand for Реасе” We 
visited several classrooms and did 
two-hour peace and diversity 
workshops with the kids and 
taught them how they can make 
their home, school and community 

a better place by doing little 
things. 

It was amazing how much they 
learned and understood that they 
can make a difference through pick- 
ing up trash or discouraging bully- 
ing in school. 

Another project that touched me 
was a food-giving program for the 
wnemployed in a city in Oregon. 
Poverty in America may seem "rich" 
as compared to the poverty in the 
Philippines, but I guess the suffering 
isthesame. 

Tt was a very emotional moment 
for me when 1 met a Filipino family 
standing in line to receive the do- 
nated food. It was a testament that 
following the American dream is 
not all glitz and glamour after 
all—they probably have relatives 
back home who are waiting for ba- 
likbayan boxes of “Stateside” prod- 
ucts when they couldn't even af- 
ford to support themselves in 
America. 

We not only create impact 
through community service, but we 
also hope to spread the message of 
peace and encouragement through 
the Up With People Show, which is a 
collection of songs and dances from 
all over the world. The show's pro- 
ceeds go to an identified local bene- 
ficiary. 

Up With People is all about per- 
sonality and flexibility. There are no | 
auditions required to be in the cast, 
just as long as one shows his or her 
"willingness to learn. 

I was close to tears during our | 
first few days of dance rehearsals, 
but the secret is to never give up. I 
have performed in more than 10 
shows and I am so proud of myself! 
Talk about stepping out of my com- 
fort zone! 

Cast B 2007 is now in the Philip- 
pines fora month of community ser- 
vice and culture immersion. I feel so 
proud and happy that these people I 
have grown зо close to these past 
four months are sharing themselves 
to our country. 

With community projects such as 
GK, Habitat for Humanity, Virlanie 
and Kaibigan, among many others, 
Cast B's tour will end Dec. 10. From. 
here, everyone goes back to his or 
her home country. 

But our race to change the world 
will never be over. Within each of us 
isa silent promise to continue work- 
ing to make a positive impact in our 
own little spaces. 

No, we may not have a million 
dollars in the finish line, but we win 
something even better. We gain a 
spirit of understanding across cul- 
tures and that drive to do something 
more! I guess this is the best prize of | 
all. 


Visit www.upwithpeople.org 


[eti 


Bringing 
people closer 


UP WITH PEOPLE, AN INTERNATION- 
al nonprofit organization based in ће 
United States, seeks to build bridges ОЁ 
understanding among people of differ- 
ent race, culture and background. 

For over 40 years, UWP has been 
traveling across the globe and quietly 
working on creating a world of differ- 
ence in each barrio, town, city and 
continent it has visited. 

Participants of UWP have already 
visited 3,600 communities in 65 coun- 
tries, have stayed with more than 
500,000 host families, and have pro- 
vided over three million hours of com- 
munity service. 

“We are here to bring people from 
different cultures, background and 
languages together and have them in- 
teract and collaborate with each other 
while working toward a shared pur- 
pose,” says Luis Petzhold, UWP com- 
munity relations coordinator. "The or- 
ganization exists to transmit a message 
that is positive and also act as a posi- 
tive role model to people around the 
world that countries and cultures can 
work together despite different beliefs, 
values, and cultures.” 

Up With People is a global education 
program for young adults ages 18-29. 
Tt is a six-month program that offers a 
combination of leadership and life 
skills, international travel, a multi-na- 
tional group of participants, communi 
ty service and impact, host-family liv- 
ing, the performing arts, and intercul- 
tural learning. The Up With People 
curriculum combines the theoretical 
study of leadership and intercultural 
communication with hands-on learn- 
ing. 

The young adults from 20 countries 
travel together to three continents, 
and often to more than six countries. 
One geographical region of the pro- 
gram is focused on an emerging coun- 
try Participants typically stay one 
week in each city to conduct communi- 
ty service, engage in leadership train- 
ing, and produce and perform in a pro- 
fessionally made international show 
that highlights its sponsors, local char- 
ities and nonprofit organizations. The 
proceeds from the show are usually 
given to a local charity. 

On Nov, 13-Dec. 10, UWP's 68 inter- 
national volunteers will be visiting the 
Philippines to conduct a series of im- 
mersion and community-service pro; 
grams in its target communities. 

UWP will be working with Gawad 
Kalinga, Habitat for Humanity, Vir- 
lanie Foundation, Kaibigan Ermita 
Outreach Foundation Inc., Philippine 
Association for Citizens with Devel- 
opmental and Learning Disabilities 
Inc, Ortigas Foundation Inc, As- 
sumption School, Kythe, Erda Tech 
Foundation, Makabata School Foun- 
dation Inc., and the Rotary Clubs in 
Valenzuela. 

Zest-O Corp. and RC Cola will spon- 
sor the building of houses by Habitat. 
and Gawad Kalinga. 

The activities will culminate in two 
shows featuring the UWP cast at the 
Meralco Theater on Dec. 1 and 2. 


Marvelous 


FrompageC! 


dren and their toys, “Dusk” by Rommel Jo- 
son is a moody, creepy tale of shadows 
while “Defiant: The Battle of Mactan” by 
Juan Paolo Ferrer and Chester Ocampo is a 
vividly animé-flavored, action-oriented 
and heavily fictionalized take on Magel- 
lan’s last stand. 

Pungently seasoned with strong Filipino 
flavor, the other pieces, by Vergel Nino A. 
Vergara, Benjor Catindig, Joonee Garcia, 
‘Anna Pallon, Adele Raya, Frances Alcaraz, 
Alvin B. Yapan, Leonard John C. Banaag 
and Avid Liongoren, uncover prophecies 
fulfilled and promises kept in the twilight 
corners. 

Gaiman has thrown his support behind 
this competition and, with the second itera- 
tion kicking off this month, it becomes Neil 
Gaiman's gift that keeps giving, а yearly 
habit of celebrating talent and imagination, 
whether you are a fan of genre stories or 
not. 

Whether the words and images bow to 
your particular taste or not, whether they 
are miracle drug or mere placebo to you, 
whether it is the Escape key or the Enter 
key, there is no denying how both volumes 
of “Expeditions” are a testament to the re- 
markable promise and power of Filipino 
creativity in fiction and comics, the hurri- 
cane of words and images birthed from the 
fierce flapping of an unleashed butterflys 
wings. 


Both books are available in hardcover and 
paperback; they will be launched on Nov. 25, 
3 p.m., at the Fully Booked High Street court- 
‘yard in Bonifacio High Street, Taguig. The 
launch coincides with the awarding of the 
winners of the 2nd Philippine Graphic/Fic- 
tion Awards. 
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OONTIME SHOW FANS 
know Lugawan Repub- 
lic—the place and its 
food have been repeatedly 
2 plugged by Eat Bulaga main- 
take owls know i L 
ight owls know Lugawan 
Republic—the place is open 24 ugawan 
| hours, perfect for those late- "А 2 2 
night cravings. Е „2740.6, Republic 
We know Lugawan Republic & - " 
4 because it's our secret place for fcr A AES 4 is 
great chicharon and what we T g w^ is a 24-hour £e 
call the "orange lugaw." v 9 2» 
The orange lugaw is actually s "m stop for great 49. 
Pilugaw, Lugawan Republics CENTURY Egg C b Г; 
comfort food 


; 4] specialty, Described in their |^ 
aarp s 7| menuas"Malagkit at sotanghon, " 

fip tQ. E Ы à Б goto, тапок, black mushroom, 

ый : Y toasted garlic, sibuyas na mura, 

афр. a steaming bowl of Pilu- 

gawisonly P95. 

| ~ People who enjoy spicy food 
like Goto Hell, ап original | 
recipe of owner Gladys Guevar- 

ra. She describes the dish as “lu- 

gaw with a taste of callos." 

People who like their lugaw 
tobe a little more simple can or- 
der the Basic Lugaw (P60). A 
wide variety of toppings are 
available—from quail eggs and 
litid to chicken adobo and cen- 
Y curyesg. n 

Lugawan Republic also 
serves other steaming bowls of 
goodness such as Vegetarian Lu- 
gaw, Chinese Congee and 
Japanese Okay. 

But food lovers don't just go 
to Lugawan Republic for the lu- 
gaw. It also serves dim sum and 
rice meals (the Fish Fillet with 
| Tofu is a must-order), 

Other specialties include 
Calamares, Chicken Fingers, 
Chuch Okey, Crispy Tofu, Din- 
uguan at Puto, Fish and Chips, 
B Lumpiang Ubod and Pancit Bi- 
hon. 

Must-tries include — the 
Chicharon Aleta (like bacon, 
only thicker and crispier) and 
the Crispy Tokwa't Baboy. 

Lugawan Republic is at Tim- 
og Ave. Quezon City Its 
Metrowalk branch will open on 


GOTO Hell 
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By Mark Bonifacio 
ZbUI Correspondent 


HE PHILIPPINES IS FULL OF 

great people. A lot of nurses 

in Dublin are actually from 
the Philippines. Very nice and 
friendly people,” Westlife member 
Nicky Byrne said when asked of his 
experience in the country (the last 
time a year ago for a concert). 

INQUIRER 2bU! recently had a phone chat 
with one-fourth of one of the world’s most 
successful boybands. What used to be a 
quintet (until Bryan McFadden left the 
group in 2004) has been in the scene for 
nine years and still going strong. 

[think we share a bond. But we do have 
our arguments sometimes. We believe in 
ourselves. We got this because of hard 
work. We believe we got something good 
when we sing together. We're very happy 
with that," Byrne said. 

In the United Kingdom alone, Westlife 
has scored eight multi-platinum albums 
and a record-breaking 14 No. 1 hits (be- 
hind only Elvis and 
The Beatles), has ff 
snagged Brit and MTV 
awards and holds the 
record for most con- 
certs (23) at the pres- 
tigious Wembley Are- 
па. 

his year, the group. 
is back with its ninth 
album, "Back Home." 

Why the title? ff 
Byrne explained: $ 
“One was that we felt 
we were back home 
doing great original 
pop songs. 

Two, we had so much time off this year 
that we felt that we were all back home. 
We planned to spend a lot of time this year 
back home touring. We usually spend a lot 
of time abroad, but this year and until next. 
year, we'll plan for a big concert in Dublin 
to mark our 10th anniversary together." 

The album is a throwback to the signa- 
ture Westlife music their fans have loved 
all these years. 

“We wanted to get Westlife back. Back to 
where we were probably five or six years 
ago. And that’s what we are doing. We said 
no to a lot of songs that our record compa- 
ny wanted us to record, and we chose the 
songs that had to be ourselves. We felt that 
we had to make an album that had lots of 
flavor and tempo,” Byrne said. 

“Back Home” was recorded in nine 
weeks with production credits going to 
names like Quiz Larossi, Per Magnusson, 
and Rami and Arnthor, alongside longtime 
friend and collaborator Steve Mac. It con- 
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OVER 36 million records sold 


The group’s new album 
brings back the 
trademark pop sound 


its fans have always loved 


tains 12 tracks, nine of which are originals 
and three covers including the Michael Bu- 
blé original “Home.” 

“It was such a well written song that we 
just had to include it in our album. Bublé is 
a jazz singer. He appeals to a different mar- 
ket. So you know, we thought, there was 
no harm in doing it. It is a fantastic song 
and we were never against doing a cover 
for the right reasons. We feel this song was 
for the right reasons,” said Byrne. 

As with past albums, Westlife producer 
(and “American Idol” judge) Simon Cowell 
played a key factor in choosing the songs 
to include, like "Home." 

“He loved that song and he thought he 
would see Westilfe doing а pop version of 

that song" Byrne 


“He chose a lot of 
the songs. But this 
year we really want- 
ed an album that 
would bring Westlife 
back to what we did 
best. We wouldn't 
want too many cov- 
ers like what we did 
last year.” 

The Westlife guys 
don't see themselves 
experimenting ог 

venturing into a new 

И sound in the future. 

"This album has great pop songs—sim- 
ple but not complicated. They're easy-lis- 
tening music. I really appreciate jazz and 
rock, but for me I always want something 
that you can just stick on. Of course, it has 
to have good lyrics and must be catchy. I 
think we fulfilled that this year with this 
album. We're back to the basics and we 
worked with the same producers. The rea- 
son that Westlife is still around is because 
of the songs,” Byrne said. 

Though they have sold over 36 million 
records worldwide, the group hopes to 
surpass the success of their previous al- 
bums. “We hope this becomes our biggest- 
selling album. "The Love Album’ has been 
very successful. Before that we got ‘Face To 
Face’ and ‘You Raise Me Up.’ So it is a goal, 
we have to say. I just hope people will give 
ita chance,” Byrne said. 


E-mail the author at bedan_rainmaker 
@hotmail.com 
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ALAM MO BANG 
ENVIRONMENTALIST 
DIN TONG KAOSA KO? 


GARFIELD 


1 THINK г. ORDER A 
BURGER. HOW ABOUT O-, 


YOURE STEAMING UP THE 
WINDOWS IN THE PIE CASE! 


> HALIMBAWA. 
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CARBON DIOXIDE, 


BY JIM DAVIS. 


VT ме peace... 

MIDNIGHT. 
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BY JERRY SCOTT 
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GETHER: SEWING, ETTING, олет 
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SONOS Live A 
пешраве HOMAN 


Меме 
"posée" 
p 


VERY 
[Ore 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


[teu serious agout 


EXCHANGING Poems 
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You MEAN A Poet 
AND +НА+ You 
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1 Not right now 
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you are surprisingly naive. 
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by today. 


salesman 
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69 No longer 
together 
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Couples 
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32 Excessively 
devout 

33 Sea eagles 
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VIRGO (Aus. 


‘Sept. 22): You're ful 
of bright, new, deer 
ideas today. You also 
эй еу meet new 

faces or encounter interesting peo- 

ple. This is good because you're 
bored with routine right now. 


E 


M HOROSCOPES 


blessed with good taste. Your year a 


ARIES (March 21 to 


sources of others or 
use something that someone eise 
‘owns in an entirely new and origi- 
та way. You're very ingenious and 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
and cose trends will 


dence between you and someone 
eise could cause а few problems. 


Unexpected 
77 company might drop 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're very passionate and sexual. People sense 
your intensity. Many admire you for your natural race and elegance. You 
ео keep abreast of whatever is happening. Although shrewd, at times. 


You have excellent imagination, and you're 
ad is full of fun, social occasions 


Birthdate ol: Nicolette Sheridan, actress: Bjork, singer, Ken Griffe. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
ба. Z2 Sponta- 
neous purchases and 
impulse shopping are 
асу today. However, 

the good news is that you're tull of 

original moneymaking ideas. Tel 

‘them to others or write them down. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Now. 21): Routine wil 
bore you today. You're 
ui of bright ideas. 
acte ой problems be- 

саке you will dream up new sol: 

"ions You re highiy venie today! 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22 to Dec. 21) This в 
а restless day for you. 
You feel tke you need 


Partners 


today. 
indepen- 


to be somewhere eise 
cor you're looking for something. You 
might not know what lo do because 
youre pulled in so many directors. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Love at first 
Sight can take place 
Unexpected 
Mrabons could be 
ойло. Surprise invitations to 
parties or social events can please 


icy gossip are exciting in some way 
Someone ий surprise you today. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 


МА Feb. 18): Bosses, par- 
ers and ViPS are im- 
dU рез wm уш 


‘bright ideas today. 
Youre showing them that you can 
think outside of the box. Don't be 
arai to speak up. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20}: If you can 
lean anything new 
about an unusual sub- 
ject today, you wil be 

delighted You have a strong de- 

Sire for adventure and the need for 

‘something different. In particular, 

you want to expand your mind 

‘with interesting new facts} 


to Aug. 


‘Surprise 
technol 
Family 
unpre- 


23 to 
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By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


ANY YOUNG PEOPLE CON- 
M sider drinking as the coolest 
thing in any hot party. While 
itis not necessarily the coolest thing on 
earth, especially with all the brawls, 
hangovers, vomiting and all the other 
embarrassing things it can cause, there 
is no denying that drinking has already 
become a staple in most shindigs. 

What makes drinking extremely 
uncool is when it is done by the one 
assigned to drive for the night. 

Vehicular accidents due to drunk- 
driving happen around the world 
with one person dying every 30 min- 
utes, amounting to 17,000 fatalities 
every year. And with 12 percent of 
the population shown to be heavy 
and harmful drinkers, according to a 
2001 World Health Organization sur- 
vey, no one is zeally safe from a road 
dominated by an inebriated driver. 

Even celebs have had their share of 
vehicular mishaps because of booz- 
ing and still manning the wheel. Per- 
sonalities such as Paris Hilton, Nicole 
Richie and Linday Lohan have all 
faced criminal charges for it. 

Amid all these accidents—plus the 
$51 billion worth of property becom- 
ing unrecognizable scrap material— 
is a hero everyone should give a toast 
to: the designated driver who makes 
sure he misses out on all the drinking 
during the party just so he could 
bring the whole gang and himself 
home without a scratch. 


Pseudo-alcohols 

Jelly Belly, the world's No. 1 gourmet 
jelly beans, has decided to bring back 
the fun in sobriety and put an end to 
how designated drivers feel like theyre 
designated losers. 

Jelly Belly has come up with an ex- 


FAUX jewelry 


HANDCRAFTED 
jewelry 
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LEARN how to mix 
drinks like the Café au 

Jelly, made of jelly Belly 
Cappuccino jelly beans 


drink 
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О 


Jelly Belly Mocktails taste like 
cocktail drinks but without 
the dangerous alcohol 


JELLY Belly 
Mocktails 


E 


EL CIRKULO'S J Gamboa, Cellar Dwellers’ Dax Jaurigue, and Candy Corner's 


Ricky and Bubu Andres 


citing mix of Jelly Belly Mocktails 


With the same great taste of the party 
scene's cocktails but without the al- 
cohol, these cool drinks spare desig- 
nated drivers both the “un-coolness” 
of being the only one sipping juice in 
a party and the intoxication caused 
by alcoholic beverages. 

"Designated drivers have made 
roads a safer place for everyone," ex- 
plains Ricky Andres, president of 
Candy Corner, which exclusively car- 
ries Jelly Belly in the country. 

“We are rewarding their commit- 
ment by offering alternative drinks 
that are as fun and delightful as com- 


Mall promotes college 


pared to their favorite cocktail 
drinks.” 

Tailor-made for designated drivers 
and their cocktail-loving taste buds 
are the various Jelly Belly Mocktails 
flavors such as Orange Banana, Apple 
Cinnamon, Apple Orange, Apple 
Pineapple, Sprity Strawberry and Not 
aPifiacolada. 

Made with various flavors of Jelly 
Belly jelly beans such as Strawberry 
Cheesecake, Cinnamon and Top Ba- 
nana, the Mocktails were created by 
Cellar Dwellers, which specializes in 
drink mixes. 

According to Dax Jaurigue, “chief 


programs on entrepreneurship 


UNIQUE CREATIONS AND ORIGINAL FOOD RECIPES 
will be showcased in San Beda Entrep Fair '07: The Ad- 
vocacy of Emerging Entrepreneurs Towards Bedan 
Legacy, on Nov. 21-Dec. 22, at Level 1, East Wing, 
Robinsons Galleria. 

The fair is organized by Robinsons Malls in conjunc- 
tion with its program, Entrep Corner, together with 
San Beda College's Department of Business Manage- 
mentand Entrepreneurship. 

“We are very happy to host again San Beda College 
for the nth time. The students are very enthusiastic and 
passionate about the Entrep Corner project wherein 


УУ luela-Villegas, Robinsons Land Corporation 

Ў corporate PR manager. 
“This retail experience will give the students 
an opportunity to market their innovative prod- 
ucts and compete with mainstream business estab- 

lishments." 
‘The one-month event will featured over 40 student 
companies offering a variety of goods and services. 


and drive 


mixologist” of Cellar Dwellers, their 
business is all about selling alcoholic 
beverages but they definitely don’t 
want accidents to happen. 

“Our support for the Jelly Belly 
Mocktails is our way of redeeming the 
alcoholic beverage industry by using 
our talents to prevent drunk driving-re- 
lated accidents but in a more fun and 
relevant way,” Jaurigue says. 

During the launch of the Jelly Belly 
Mocktails last Nov. 13 at El Cirkulo, 
not only were guests urged to try all 
the mocktails (Newton's Orange 
Punch, Berry Fizz, Original Cinn and 
Orange Banana Oasis), they were al- 
so treated to gourmet grub prepared 
by chef Jay Gamboa of El Cirkulo to 
go with the drinks. 

Most notable among the food were 
the desserts (Caramel & Apple Cinna- 
mon Pie and the Lemon & Cheese- 
cake Tart) that made use of Jelly Bel- 
ly jelly beans. Of course, the venue 
was also littered with several jars and 
saucers of Jelly Belly jelly beans, in- 
cluding those in the best-selling But- 
tered Popcorn flavor. 


Make your own martini 

Candy Corner, a confectionery 
kingdom with 79 outlets nationwide, 
also launched the ‘Jelly Belly Martini 
Recipe Book" especially made’ for 
homebodies who go for more inti- 
mate celebrati 

The compilation consists of both 
mocktails and cocktails made more 
interesting with the Jelly Belly jelly 
beans used as main ingredients. 

Thanks to the Jelly Belly Mocktails. 
that are sure to take the metropolitan 
party scene by storm, not only is the 
designated driver made cool, the 
roads are made a safer place, too. 


E-mail the author at nino- 
marksablan@yahoo.com 
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HALLMARK offers an extra 


dose of thoughtfulness for 
your loved ones. 


ADD FLAIR TO YOUR PRESENTS 
with Hallmark's Gift in a Card and Christ- 
mas Counter Cards. 

Aside from the heartwarming mes- 
sages, every card contains a token that 
will make recipients feel even more spe- 
cial. A wide selection of designs and gifts 
is available. : 

Hallmark 
Cards are ex- 
dusively dis- | 
tributed by Fil- 
star Distribu- 
tors Corp. and | 
are available | 
in ай Nation- 7 
al Book store | 
outlets and 
leading stores | 
nationwide. | 

In addition + 
to those spe- 
cial cards, | 
make your gifts 
even more dis- . 
tinctive — with 
fancy wrapping. 

Turn simple presents into works of art 
with a little effort and some help from 
Hallmark's Handmade Handle Bags. 

Designed for the season of gift giving, 
the bags come in the traditional colors of 
red and green with two elegant designs to 
choose from. Available in various sizes 
(small, medium and wine bags), the han- 
dle bags are suitable for any gift. 

Hallmark's Handmade Handle Bags are 
exclusively distributed by Filstar Distrib- 
utors Corp. and are available in all Na- 
tional Book store outlets and leading 
stores nationwide. 


It’s the tote 
that counts 


THIS SEASON'S MUST-HAVE BAG 
isn’t made of ultra-luxurious, rare 
materials or the skin of some poor 
animal. It doesn't cost an arm and a 
leg, a year of credit card debt or a 
month's allowance. 

It can be on your arm for abso- 
lutely free. It's nota frivolous indul- 
gence, but a fashionably responsi- 
ble choice 

Thats because this season's 
must-have bag is Penshoppe’s Bill- 
board Bag, a chic tote made of recy- 
cled tarpaulin from what used to be 
Penshoppes eye-catching bill- 
boards. Penshoppe reused hun- 
dreds of meters of tarpaulin from 
dozens of its billboards across the 
country to make a one-of-a-kind ac- 
cessory for the smart and socially- 
conscious fashionista. 

The stylish, roomy Billboard Bag 
is completely versatile апі 
reusable, lending itself well to any 
number of situations and outfits 
Whether buying groceries or a new 
pair of shoes, using this bag cuts 
down on the use of non-recyclable 
plastic bags, which are among the 
most long-lasting pollutants and 
east recycled waste materials on 
the planet. With every plastic bag 
saved, Mother Earth breathes easi- 
er and becomes closer to being free 
of deadly pollutants. 

Penshoppe's Billboard Bag is ех- 
clusively available at Penshoppe 
boutiques in SM Mall of Asia, SM 
Megamall, TriNoma, Robinsons 
Place Ermita, SM Cebu, Ayala Cebu 
and SM Davao. 

Get it for free for a minimum pur- 
chase of P2,000 in a single receipt. 
These limited-edition bags is avail- 
able until Dec. 15. 
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Life ina * 3 
New Direction | 


FiHtalian Costantino Zicarelli and young maverick Buen 
Calubayan combine visuals and performance to challenge 
WHEN CONCEPTUALIST. 


frontman Joseph Kosuth pro. conventions in a show that opens Nov. 29 at CCP 
posed art to be an analytic 
proposition—away бот the conceptualism stops at a tauto- 
prized pedestal of sight and to- logical questioning of what con- 
ward the backroom of the stitutes art objects as such, Zi- 
mind—he was met with skepti- carelli intervenes to reveal his 
cism. After all, this entailed the skepticism of what constitutes 
dematerialization of the art- reality per se, playfully reveling 
work, becoming pure concept in the fallacy of visual and lin- 
incapable of being sold by com- guistic reference by locating his 
mercial galleries. ‘work in a broader social context. 
While decades. have passed А 8 
since this radical reformulation, Homeis where the artis 
and discourses regarding thena- Playing up the role of context 
ture of artistic activity continue іп approaching a work of art by 
to be produced (have in fact be- refusing to house his project in a 
come artworks in themselves), gallery, he resorts to turning his ы 
the same skepticism cannot be own literal house instead into B И d 
avoided upon contact with фе both а gallery and ће very pro- d uc 
work of Costantino Zicarelliand јест itself in simultaneity. 
Buen Calubayan. For an entire week on Octo- 
‘Which may well be, indeed, ber the Zicarelli household was 
one of the most salient points of open to the viewing public, each 
Zicarelli's recently concluded welcome within certain hours to 
exhibit, "Pm with Stupid/Tm look at everything inside, from 
Not ‘with Stupid,” and sleeping quarters to appliances 
Calubayan's upcoming “Idiot and the most commonplace of 
£X i Kron bene. ‘Show for Idiots.” objects—so absurdly common- 
BUEN Calubayan bars the audience from entering the physical But skeptical in what man- place, in fact, that they become 
artistic premises. ner? Where Kosuth’s analytical APORTRAIT/E2 
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laces 


"THEY don't do things half-baked) 
always all the way,” says Gabriele: 
who brought the brand to the сой 


have shown the brand a lot of love. "Its 
hardly a stretch to say that Royal Elastic is 
one of the coolest, most innovative brands, 
combining equal parts of vintage-athletic 
cool and haute couture runway style, all 
‘without the use of laces.” 

And there's good news for shoe-loving 
Pinoys—Royal Elastics has found a new 
home in the Philippines, thanks to Gabriele 
Boschi, who also brought Rudy Project to 
the country. Gabriele became a quick fan of 
the brand and decided to bring it closer to 
Filipinos. “Everything is always new. They 
always have new designs. And they don’t 
do things half-baked, its always all the 
way.” It also makes The Fashion Freaks 
proud to know that Royal Elastics main de- 
signer John Bondoc is half-Filipino. 

Royal Elastics has stores in TriNoma and 
‘Mall of Asia and they will open five more 
stores by next year. 

Оп this page, 2bU! lets you feast your 
eyes on current and upcoming designs from 
Royal Elastics. But why settle for looking 
when you can slip them on? 


SHOES DONT NEED LACES. THAT WAS 
the big realization of two Australian trend- 
setters in 1996—the very same idea that 
led to the birth of Royal Elastics. 

Since then, the brand has gained a cult 
following around the world—and the inter- 
net-savvy ones declare their love for their 
lace-free shoes on the world wide web. “I 
was amazed at how super cute they were 
and how extremely comfy" wrote one Roy- 
al Elastics fan. Others had similar com- 
ments. “They're very lightweight and the 
soles so cushy.” “These are probably the 
most comfortable shoes I've bought in a 
long time ... maybe ever! They feel like Tm 
walking in my bare feet.” 

Royal Elastics also has a lot of celebrity 
fans, including Gwen Stefani who did her 
ТАМА. shoe line with the brand. Her line 
has been a huge hit and has led to yet an- 
other collaboration—Royal Elastics’ Hara- 
juku Lovers line. There is also a collection 
in conjunction with the Andy Warhol Foun- 
dation. 


E-mail The Fashion Freaks at thefashionf- 


the spatial equivalent of experi- 
mental poet Gertrude Stein's "Ten- 
der Buttons,” where words for 
household terms like Duchamp's 
readymades are unshackled from 
their referential/functional con- 
text and brought into a poetry/art 
environment in a hyper-Formalist 
(whether intentionally or uninten- 
tionally is irrelevant) gesture of de- 
familiarization. 

However, Zicarelli complicates 
the Duchampian conceit exactly by 
not taking his goods to a gallery for 
display. He simply labels each ob- 
ject with a title and declares their 
Variable dimensions, consequently 
alluding with ease to the more- 
than-familiar art contexts viewers 
are deeply acquainted with. 

This, in turn, cleverly evokes not 
so much arës reliance on social in- 
stitutions but the arbitrariness of 
this reliance. 

In turning the Zicarelli house- 
hold into an art environment, "Tm 
with Stupid/Tm Not with Stupid" 
demystifies what is usually per- 
ceived as the neutral or passive role 
of the gallery or museum and 
points with acerbic humor (in the 
manner of Tm with Stupid T-shirts) 
at the covert processes institutions 
manipulatively play a part in—if 
; | not outrightly instigate—in shaping 
aesthetic dogma and the standards 
‘with which “authorities” measure a 
work's quality of and art-ness. 

Tt is by way of such subtlety that 
this Filipino-Italian artist becomes 
graceful in his work, in spite of its 
political overtones, And to height- 
еп this grace and subdue his poli- 
tics—isn't politics after all more 
potent when discreet?—he juxta- 
poses against it a sly refunctioning 
of “Pm with Stupid" in classy- 
kitschy counterpoint. 

Ies a two-way extension Zicarel- 


Even shopping websites like Zappos.com 


reaks@yahoo.com. 


li commits herein: he first partners. 
the affirmative statement with its 
negation (hence "I'm Not with 
Stupid"), only to drag these con- 
joined sentences and turn them in- 
to titular templates. 

In this fashion, a simple kitchen 
toaster is therefore labeled "This is 
a toaster/This is not a toaster" a. 
bedroom he shares with his broth- 
er is "This is Alessandro and 
Costantino's bedroom/This is not 
Alessandro and Costantino's bed- 
room," and the stairway is, well, 
you getthe picture. 


‘Grit’ in'Magritte" 

Which is exactly it: whatever 
they do, audiences get only the pic- 
ture and never the hand that 
makes it—flat in its concealment 
of real social occurrences. 

Ironically, this is achieved by Zi- 
carelli without having to rely on 
constructed images, as in a paint- 
ing or photograph, unlike Magritte 
who emphasized on his work's pic- 
torial quali 

Allusion го the Belgian surrealist 
is inevitable, for it was his “The 
‘Treachery of Images” with its infa- 
mous depiction of a pipe and paint- 
ей textual accompaniment "This is 
not a pipe” that jumpstarted an en- 
tire tradition of verbo-visual dis- 
course about the complex nature of 
verbo-visual discourse itself. 

But while Magritte only goes so 
far as calling attention to the simu- 
lacral character of pictures and 
representation (the pipe he depicts 
after all is, in its depiction, but an 
image of a pipe), Zicarelli takes the 
extra puff that reveals the smoke of 
simulation to cover up more than 
merely the “picturality” of pictures 
but the equal picturality of every- 
thing else. A toaster, thus, is not es- 
sentially a toaster, but a toaster on- 


ГА portrait ofthe artist as moron 


"THIS isa toaster/Thisis nota. 
toaster" 


ly insofar as toasters have been so- 
cially constructed for us by the 
dominant classes: rectangular and 
electric, with double slots for dual 
slices of bread mysteriously analo- 
gous to the principle of binary op- 
positions most systems of thought 
are founded upon. 

And there's hardly any surprise 
when even the basic linguistic real- 
ity of grammar is subjected to this 
critique of arbitrariness. The keen 
observer will notice not just awk- 
ward nomenclature (e.g. "This is a 
DVD table/This is not а DVD 
table,” where the so-called DVD 
table is an ordinary desk on whose 
surface is a stack of pirated discs) 
but blatantly inconsistent syntacti- 
cal patterns and ungrammatical 
moments as well (e.g. “This is light 
switch/This is not a light switch”), 
as if to bring to fore the artists 
problematic heritage. 

As a minoritarian cultural fig- 
ure, his idiosyncratic utterance is 
always in danger of being ren- 
dered insignificant because inca- 
pable of proper signification—all 


From page E! 


under the hegemonic aegis of 
grammaticality now unfortunatel 
held sacred by the dominant Fi 
ipino academy. 

Who knew that through sheer 
demystification, one could put the 
“grit” back into “Magritte,” recall- 
ing the latter's earlier discourse in- 
to newfound utility for contempo- 
rary times? 

“One object suggests that there 
is another lurking behind it,” goes 
the Surrealist artist, and Zicarelli 
goes out of his way (while para- 
doxically staying home) to expose 
the objects that lurk behind the ob- 
jects that lurk still behind other ob- 
jects—systems of power that ironi- 
cally loom large in spite of their 
concealment. 


Duchampioning the invisible 

To stretch фе previous 
metaphor of travel, the path to col- 
lision with concept takes a drastic. 
turn toward the gallery after an in- 
sightful stopover at home. 

But Calubayan makes sure this 
road is a dead-end, recalling a 
1969 exhibition by Robert Barry 
where "for the duration of the ex- 
hibition, the gallery will remain 
closed.” 

‘Quite literally on a similar note, 
Calubayan hangs by the entrance 
to Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pine’s Bulwagang Amorsolo the as- 
sention that his show is “inaccessi- 
ble to viewers." By doing such, he 
commits the verbo-conceptual pun 
of simultaneously Barry-ing and 
barring the audience from entering 
physical artistic premises—acts 
that at once look back to conceptu- 
alist tradition yet also celebrate the 
spirit of transgression. 

‘And what could be more rene- 
gade than transgressing an art 
model formulated by Marcel 


Duchamp, the prince of renegades 
himself? 

For moving beyond playing a 
trick on the viewer by closing down 
the gallery in the event of his expo- 
sition, Calubayan completely dis- 
places the viewer in artistic prac- 
tice, rendering the later irrele- 
vant—this in spite of Duchamp’s 
championing of the audience as co- 
creators п the completion of artistic 
work, as what his influential lec- 
ture, "The Creative Act,” indicates. 

The nuances of "Idiot Show for 
Idiots” departure from Barry's ex- 
hibit are critical: while the former's 
strategy is personal in its rejection 
of the viewer, the other is spatial in 
its shutting down of the gallery. 
Additionally, this shutting down 
was but a one-time affair where 
the gallery's “closed-ness” became 
the show itself; Calubayan’s exhib- 
it, on the other hand, is serial, malc- 
ing use of multiple venues: the 
same concept is carried out in a 
mix of popular and unpopular lo- 
cations that range from Big Sky 


Mind to the artist's priv 
Jelo Submarine, project 
be brought to commerci 
stores within malls. 

In this multiplicity “H 
for Idiots” is a kind of 
passing up the opportu 
lieve the audience of s 
for the benefit of one sp} 
in favor of relieving ther} 
cance for good. 

And yet ап alli 
Duchamp is strengther 
specificity of viewersl 
Calubayan could simply 
ed to close down the 
completely bar everyon 
periencing the show, | 
chooses to single out th 
putting into question ar 
relegation to the realm | 
visuality. What becomes 
er and of ће listener, t 
and the taster? 

In sly reversal, Calubi] 
es suspicion in the exci 
ence (thereby ‘invol\ 
again), subtly ехро 
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“THIS isa DVD table/Thisis nota DVD table" 
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ate studio, 
lcd to even. 


hypocrisy involved in much of 
artistic practice and management. 

When even in the supposed age 
of multi- and intermedia, їп a cul- 
ture that professes to celebrate dif- 
ference and plurality, monolithic 
structures and exclusionary meta- 
narratives are still very much in 
place—and one such structure 
begging to be subverted is the priv- 
ileged position of the visual in art. 

“I have forced myself to contra- 
dict myself in order to avoid con- 
forming to my own taste,” declares 
Duchamp, and Calubayan treads 
the same path of paradox: in cri- 
tiquing the exclusionary character 
of art systems, he has to commit 
the act of exclusion. 

“Idiot Show for Idiots,” thus, is 
both a subversion of and homage 
to the great French rebel—for 
there lies no better way to extol the 
virtues of artmaking than to boldly 
give itthe finger. 

With the deceptively simple yet 
multi-layered strategies employed 
by Zicarelli and Calubayan, one 
wonders if the two have made 
fools of their audiences. 

‘The narrow-minded traditional- 
ist will probably say, “No, they 
have merely made fools of them- 
selves,” and s/he is likely to be 
right—for in their critique of art 
systems they have in turn been co- 
opted into these very systems. And 
in doing so, without having to raise 
a pen ora brush, they have created 
portraits not only of the Filipino 
artist as a moron, but of the audi- 
ence as well, of the critic and the 
aesthete—and most cynically, of 
themselves. 


Buen Calubayan's "Idiot Show for 
Idiots” opens 6 p.m. at ССРЗ Bulwa- 
gang Amorsolo Nov. 29 and runs 
there until Dec. 31. 
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FASHION PRESENT AND FUTURE. 
Current and upcoming styles from Royal Elastics 


Graffiti artists hold 
rare congress 


WHAT DO YOU GET WHEN YOU PUT 
together a world-renowned graffiti writ- 
er, 250 amazingly designed skate decks, 
cans of spray paint, an open bar and Roy- 
al Elastics? 

One royal experience. 

The Royal Elastics dekArt 2007 had 
more than 250 skate decks with the 
theme, Icons of the World, on display at 
the Bubble Tent in the Bonifacio Global 
City. The icons include legendary gui- 
tarist Jimi Hendrix, “Super Size Me” star 
Ronald McDonald, Pope John Paul Пара 
even Jesus Christ. 

The religious experience continued as 
Stormie Mills worked on a mural that 
could make a graffiti believer even out of 
Metro Manila Development Authority 
Chairman Bayani Fernando. 

Using his signature monochromatic 
palate, the Perth native drew his inter- 
pretation of the Holy Trinity, which he 
said, was inspired by his observations on 
the Filipinos’ strong religious beliefs. 

"For a graffiti writer, I don't really 
paint what you would consider happy 
pictures," said Stormie. "I want to cap- 
ture and pay homage to people's strug- 
gles and the dignity within that." 

After Stormie put his tag on his mural, 
dekArt and graffiti enthusiasts bombed 
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WORLD TRADE CENTER 
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HIGHLIGHTS & SPECIAL EVENTS: 


Great masters 
are sneaker-wearing 
thrashers 


(graffiti term for painted) the pristine 
white makeshift walls at the event to 
their hearts content with the music of Ny- 
co Maca, DJ Mulan and DJ Ali Nepumu- 
ceno in the background. 

Royal Elastics proved its legitimacy as 
an authentic streetwear brand by finding 
fresh ways to promote and generate a 
greater awareness of the amazing talent 
that exists in the graffiti universe , 
through dekArt 2007, where the canvas- £ 
es are skateboard decks and the Great 4 
Masters are sneaker-wearing thrashers. 

Royal Elastics is a pioneer in the lace- $ 
less sneakers industry. It's the shoe of 4 
choice for many street and graffiti artists 
such as SheOne, 7th Letter Crew and: 
Stormie Mills. It also has collaborations 
with the Beastie. Boys for XLarge and "| 
Gwen Stefani for LA.M.B. Royal Elastics 
is available at SM Mall of Asia and Trino“ 
ma. For more information visit 
http://www.royalelastics.tv 
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Limitless Potential 
for a Limited Time 


Enjoy the promise of boundless productivity when you 
buy limited edition Aspire models — the Aspire M5100 
desktop and Aspire 4720-1A1G12Mi laptop. Equipped 
with the latest technologies at an affordable price, 
expect more value-for-money performance — anytime, 
anywhere. 


Aspire M5100 

SRP: 35,900.00 (2,991.67/mo. x 12mos.) 
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Aspire 4720-1A1G12Mi 
SRP: 44,900.00 3.741 67/mo.xt2months) 


inte Centrino® Duo Mobile Processor Technology, nt Core™™2 Duo Processor 
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iso PRO 29450G (#02 11 aff) Unus Operating System » 198 ODRZ/I20G8 SATA 
HDD (Extended Power) * 14.1" WXGA TFT Cystalbrite LCD (12801800 puel resluton) 
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BE AMONG THOSE WHO GET THE CHANCE. 
tosee one of the most popular acts in the local 
industry today Dance to Akon's songs and 
groove to his beats as he holds his concert 
here in the Philippines on Nov. 29 at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

Aliaune Damala Bouga Time Puru Nacka 
Lu Lu Lu Badara Akon Thiam, also known аз 
Akon, is the Senegalese-American hip-hop 
and RnB singer, songwriter and record pro- 
ducer who grew up in New Jersey and was 
seemingly headed for a doomed life when he 
got involved in drug distribution and armed 
robbery at a young age. 

‘Sentenced to spend time in jail, he used 
this time to write songs, a passion influenced 
by his jazz percussionist father, Mor Thiam. 
‘The songs made their way to SRC/Universal, 
and in June 2004, Akon's debut album, “Trou- 
ble,” was released. The artist mixed his West 
African lyrics with the sounds of the South 
and the East Coast, a hybrid of musical flavors 
that soon became a hit everywhere. 


“Trouble” easily became No. 1 in the UK 
charts. The first single, "Locked Up,” inspired 
by his reablife experience in jail for three 
years, cracked the top 10 in the US and the 
top five in the UK. "Lonely" another single 
from the album, was released in 2005 and 
reached the top five on the Billboard Hot 100. 

Akon released his second album, Konvicted 
in 2006. It took only six weeks for it to sell over 
three million copies worldwide, and another 
week before it was declared and certified as a 
platinum bestseller. After only 16 weeks on 
the music stalls, Akon's second album was 
awarded double-platinum bestseller. 

Akon's rise to fame can only be attributed 
to the songs he makes. His single, “Smack 
"That," featuring Eminem, not only sat on the 
No. 2 spot for five consecutive weeks in the 
Billboard Hot 100 but was also nominated for 
Best Rap/Sung Collaboration at the 49th An- 
nual Grammy Awards in 2006. 

His second and third singles, “I Wanna 
Love You” and “Don’t Matter,” also got num- 


in Manila 


KID AT HEART. Akon arrives at 
the Nickelodeon's 20th Annual 
Kids’ Choice Awards. 
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The new Nokia N95 8GB boasts of a bigger 8GB internal 


memory, a wider 2.8" QVGA screen, a 5 megapixel camera 
with Carl Zeiss optics, DVD-grade videos, the Nokia Video Center 


dogs 


and more. The 
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Ф Г 


2j 


= device just got all beefed up. 
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SLEEK AND STYLISH. Posing for 
the camera at the MTV Video 
Music Awards 


ber one spots in the Billboard Hot 100. And, 
aside from the Grammys, Akon has been 
nominated for other music awards like the 
МТУ Video Music Award and World Music 
Award. Numerous best-selling artists have 
collaborated with- him, including Snoop 
Dogg, Chamillionaire, Gwen Stefani, Eminem 
and Young Jeezy. 

Tickets to Акоп Araneta Coliseum concert 
are available at all SM Ticketnet Outlets. Call 
9115555 or 3742222. 


Foundation 
for and 
by women 


THE RUSTAN'S ESSENSES FOUNDA- 
tion is a non-stock, non-profit orga 
zation that aims to address women's 
issues. 

Since its launch, the foundation has 
provided grants for Ballet Philippines, 
livelihood assistance for the women of 
Payatas, Mowelfund and other grass- 
roots projects. By participating in socio- 
economic projects, Rustan's Esserises 
Foundation contributes toward the 
amelioration of the status of women in 
the Philippines. 

For every P500 purchase at Rustan's 
Essenses and its cosmetics and toiletries 
section, P1 goes to the Essenses Founda- 
tion which directly benefits women-ori- 
ented programs. 

Essenses is a working foundation 
composed of dedicated and accom- 
plished women who have steered the 
foundation to а variety of causes, rang- 
ing from the treatment of cancer pa- 
tients to organizing feel-good work- 
shops for cancer survivors, from assist- 
ing livelihood projects to the printing 
and distribution of a primer on women's 
rights, as well as setting up projects in 
education and the arts. 

The board of trustees of the Essenses 
Foundation includes Margie Moran- 
Floirendo, Romina  Urra-Gonzalez, 
Monica Prieto -Teodoro, Teresa Alindo- 
gan, Katrina Goulbourn-Feist, Chiqui 
Roa-Puno, Kathleen Lior-Liechtenstein, 
Marina Tantoco, Catherine Tantoco, 
Rhoda Campos-Aldanese, Luisa Loren- 
zo, Angelita Ramos, Ma. Carmen Sori- 
ano, Loma Patajo-Kapunan and Gemma 
Cruz-Araneta. The foundation was or- 
ganized by women, is led by women, for 
the positive advancement of women. 


Refer friends, 
win gift checks 


REGALOSERVICE.COM CELEBRATES ITS 
first anniversary with the True Friends Re- 
ferral Promo, where subscribers can get the 
chance to earn points that can be converted 
to gift checks. 

Just refer your friends to RegaloSer- 
vice.com so they, too, can enjoy the fun of 
shopping online. Simply visit www.Rega- 
loService.com and ай registered sub- 
scribers as of September 30 will automati- 
cally get a chance to earn points that can 
give them instant gift checks. 

Go го the referral page and indicate in 
the boxes provided your friends’ names and 
contact details. Each valid referral (if info 
mation is complete and names aren't ficti- 
tious) earns one point, and RegaloSer- 
vice.com will confirm the referral by send- 
ing an acknowledgement e-mail. The more 
points you get, the higher the value of your 
gift check! 

RegaloService.com recently won the Best 
ICT Practice Award from the Philippines . 
given by the Apec Digital Opportunity Cen- 
ter (ADOC) in Taipei, Taiwan, in July 2007. 
‘The award was given to the company for 
upholding АРОС aim of advocating “the - 
use of Internet and e-commerce through. 
business development" in the Asia-Pacific" 
regio 

Visit RegaloService.com: 
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ISDOM, IT IS SAID, 
often emanates from the 
mouth of babes. Just 


trace the origins of "Fred Claus," 
the new family comedy starring 
Paul Giamatti and Vince Vaughn. 

“Thad the idea for this tale because one 
night I was putting my daughter to bed and 
was telling her a Christmas story,” said pro- 
ducer Jessie Nelson, who first developed 
the story for “Fred Claus.” 

"And then, suddenly, she asked me, ‘Does 
Santa Claus have a family? And I thought 
that was such a brilliant question. He must 
have parents, and, also, if he has a sibling, I 
thought how hard it must be for that person 
to compete with this perfect, jolly, all-giving 
brother!” 

Struck by the potential for a tale of sib- 
ling rivalry, Nelson imagined Santa as the 
younger of two brothers—the saintly 
Nicholas—who turns up one day and forces 
his older brother, Fred, out of the family 
limelight. 

“What would Santa's brother feel like?” 
said producer Joel Silver, the man behind 
the blockbuster “Matrix,” “Die Hard” and 
“Lethal Weapon" franchises (“Fred Claus” is 
his 50th film). 

“Nicholas can do no wrong. Fred, his 
brother, is a ‘repo man’ in Chicago, where 


ws 
comic light on Santa 
Claus’ secret life- -his 
sibling rivalry with hi 
older brother 


he takes things from people, as opposed to 
giving.” 

While Santa is known throughout the 
world under various names—Father Christ- 
mas, Pap Noel, В: Natale, St 
Basil— "Fred Claus" introduces the world to 
Santa's little known older brother, who is 
his polar opposite: 

Fred, in fact, is something of a rogue. He 
cannot commit to his girlfriend and blows 
the best job he could get by pilfering the ob- 
jects he repossesses. Finally, when his dirty 
dealing lands him in jail, his brother comes 
to his rescue. Nicholas agrees to pay his el- 
der brothers bail on one condition: that 
Fred come to the North Pole and work off 
his debt by making toys. 

There is always one family member that 
can turn any gathering into total chaos, but 
in his journey, Fred also learns the value of 
family and the true spirit of Christmas. 

"Fred goes to the North Pole to make his 
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life easier,” said Vince Vaughn, who plays 
the maverick older sibling. 

“Basically, he's going in with not what 
you'd call the best intentions. He's reluc- 
tant, and is resentful of this world that his 
brother has made. But he changes when he 
is up there.” 

Nelson and Silver had envisioned 
Vaughn as Fred from the start, which 
helped shape the screenplay by Dan Fogel- 
man, one of the writers on the Pixar smash 
“Cars.” 

"Humor comes so naturally to Vince, but 
he is always very human in his perfor- 
mances,” said Silver. "He's like a kid in a 
grownup's body, and also a great physical 
counterpart to Paul Giamatti as his brother, 
Nicholas.” 

"You want someone to embody the 
naughtiest kid in the world,” said Nelson. 
"This is the naughty-kid story! And there's 
something about Vince having retained the 
child inside. He isso irreverent!” 

In "Fred Claus,” Vaughn reunited with di- 
rector David Dobkin ("Wedding Crashers”) 
to create the most unusual family reunion 
ever. 

"When David set out to make “Wedding 
Crashers,” he wanted to make a coming-of- 
age story for 35-year-old men, and yet I 
think it spoke to teenagers and everybody 
up,” said Nelson. “When we all got together 
to make this, we wanted to make a film that 
the whole family could enjoy,” Silver said. 
“Fred Claus’ is a very funny movie but, at 
the same time, it’s got a lot of emotion and 
heart. It’s just great entertainment.” 


‘North Pole" 

Formerly the home of the Royal Airship 
Works, Cardington had taken on a chillier 
role—masquerading as the North Pole. 

A sprawling, brightly colored town had 
been constructed within the vast interior of 
Hangar No. 2. The ground was layered with 
a thick carpet of fake snow, which occasion- 
ally fell from the rafters above. 

“This film really makes you want to enter 
this world; when you see the toy store it 
makes you feel like you're a kid again,” said 
Vaughn. 

A series of cheerful signs and shop-fronts 
adorned the surrounding buildings. In a 
small wooden booth nested beneath a 
beaming street lamp lay a collection of fake 
newspapers. A headline said it was Christ- 
mastime—a good season for elves! 

‘Asif on cue, one of these aforementioned 
elves skated by, zipping along in a flurry of 
arms and legs. Then from behind one of the 
many colorful buildings came marching an 
army of real Lilliputian people. 

“We had all sorts of ideas about how to 
create the elves,” explained director 
Dobkin. 

"First it was children, and then we decid- 
ed that we really wanted to use “little peo- 
ple.’ So, we found six little people, but that 
wasn’t enough.” 

Dobkin's luck changed when the casting 
group discovered a Lilliputian circus in Rus- 
sia. "And there were 30 of them,” he said. 
“That was a godsend; they were like these 
magical little creatures from about 3711” to 
4 feet tall.” 

Discovering a circus troupe was a real 
boost for the production, as not only were 
these performers of exactly the right height 
and shape, they were also acrobats, and 
they could ice-skate, tumble and sing. 

Visual effects would come in for the head 
elf, Willy, played by full-size actor John 
Michael Higgins (‘A Mighty Wind,” “For 
Your Consideration”). 

“For the character of Willy we shot John 
Michael Higgins’ head and placed it on the 
body of one of the little people, who's a fine 
actor from Spain,” explained Silver. 

“It's a complicated and time-consuming 
visual effect, but the character is very im- 
portant.” The importance of the character 
lies in his relationship with Vaughn’s Fred, 
as it is through their unlikely friendship 
that the latter finally learns to appreciate 
both his Arctic environment, and the im- 
portance of friendship and family. 

“Underneath it all, Fred’s a really good 
person,” Vaughn said. “A lot of his behavior 
comes from him not thinking that he's 
worth a lot. There's a real fear there that 
he'll be rejected and let down. Its not that 
he’s cold and doesn’t care about people, but 
he's more inclined to protect himself and 
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not to put himself in a situation where he 
has to rely on someone. Its more a matter 
of survival for him. And the nice journey in 
this movie is someone learning to get past 
that and being open to relationships again. 
Thanks to Willy, Fred both changes the 
North Pole and is changed by it." 

Vaughn was drawn to the film's easygo- 
ing tone and comedic treatment of family 
themes. He also looks forward to making а 
film that can be enjoyed by his nephew and 
niece. “I loved the idea of Santa having а 
brother called Fred, which is a very normal 
name," said Vaughn. "And you then have 
Santa, who is this mythical character. Com- 
edy is always an over-commitment to the 
absurd, so it’s one thing to deal with the sib- 
ling who's jealous of his successful brother, 
but when you make that successful person 
Santa Claus, it's even more exaggerated. 
The film gives you a romantic version of 
Christmas and of giving, but there's also 


AVERY UNUSUAL. 
family reunion. 
Scenes from "Fred 
Clause" 
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stuff just dealing with siblings and parents, 
which is universal." 


Giamatti as Santa 

Late in the day and the temperature was 
falling at the North Pole. Everyone was 
awaiting the arrival of Nick (aka Santa) 
Claus. A few moments later, his arrival her- 
alded by plenty of huffing and puffing, San- 
ta finally appeared. 

Santa was Paul Giamatti, the star of fine 
indie fare like “American Splendor” and 
“Sideways,” and he struggled under the 
enormous weight of his hefty, red-and- 
white fat suit. 

“ез a lot to wear one of these suits,” ће 
beamed. “In fact, it’s quite intense. T 
thought this suit would be good for keeping 
me warm, but it's sweltering in here. Now 
will somebody help me get up? My center 
of gravity is totally off.” 

“The suit I wore in ‘Planet of the Apes’ 
was easier to deal with than this,” Giamatti 
said in jest. "Although, 1 must admit, іс 
helps in a certain way.” 

Santa Claus has always been represented 
аз а little on the stout side, although in the 
movie the writers ascribe his weight to a 
mild case of neurosis. 

Just as feeling very much the disregarded 
son afflicts Fred Claus, the younger Nick al- 
so struggles, finding it difficult to handle 
the pressure of running the North Pole and 
delivering toys all over the world in a single. 
night. 

“This Santa is а little neurotic,” explained 
Giamatti, “a bit like an over-pressured CEO. 
He is compulsive. And the big joke is that 
Santa is trying to be jolly and happy all the 
time, and itslips a little once in a while. He 
gets tired of being relentlessly jolly!” 

Giamatti said that while most people 
have a fixed idea of what Santa should look 
like and how he should behave, the enjoy- 
able part of his character lies in the fact that 
he has his own problems. 

"Santa has something to learn here, too,” 
said the actor, "and I think this story has 
come up with something that really hasn't. 
been done before. Santa has this very black 
or white morality, and he's a bit rigid: Ev- 
eryone's either naughty or nice. So, he does 
get to change little bit.” 

With cracks appearing in Santa’s jolly ve- 
neer, Giamatti said that he and Vaughn һай 
to rein in their humor every once in a 
while, 

And as to whether his own son, Samuel, 
was pleased to find that his own father was 
playing Santa, Giamatti just laughed. 

"My son's six now, and while I think he 
pretty much gets what I do, I think he found 
me playing Santa pretty weird, because 1 
am rather fat in this suit! When he came on. 
set, he just kept punching me in the stom- 
ach and kicking me in the behind!” 
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LOVING all 
things 
Macintosh 


Confessions of a Mac-obsessed teen 


‘THIS WEEK, 1 WANT TO CELE- 
brate Apple and write about all 
things Mac and my favorite new 
gadget, the iPod Nano. Before I 
begin, I have to make a confes- 
sion: Lam an Apple zealot. 

1 love all things Macintosh. 
‘And here are the reasons why. I 
love the sleek, elegant utterly 
user-friendly designs of their 
products. 

‘Their computers come in 
white, black and silver, and 
their iPods in even more trendy, 
fun colors such a sports-car red 
and jet-engine blue—to appeal 
to the younger crowd and the 
young at heart. 

Tlove how easy it is to go to 
the iTunes store in the web and. 
download the latest episodes of 
"Grey's Anatomy,” without even 
waiting for the show to air in 
the Philippines. Then I watch it 
in my own personal handy 
dandy pocket-size iPod any- 
where I please—in the car, in 
the dental clinic, in the air- 
port... 

For my computer, I love the 
latest Leopard OSX (Computer 
operating system), with its 
some 200 new features. It is so 
simple and easy to use, and 
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with new Apps like Time Ma- 
chine, I don't even have to wor- 
ry about losing a single file 
again! 

1 ат keen with keeping in 
touch with my friends through 
the web. Now when I e-mail 
them, through "Mail," I can eas- 
ily coordinate all of my separate 
e-mail accounts in one simple 
program, and send my friends 
Colorful messages using the 
cool, free stationary templates. 

Using the iChat application, I 
can actually hear and see them 
оп screen live and its all for 

I can also share files, 
photos and music with 
just a click of a but- 


Photobooth is another of my 
favorite programs. It lets me 
take wacky pictures with 
strange but fun filters, so my 
images are crazily distorted, 
like T'm in a Funhouse. 

That's just the fun stuff. Ap- 


The new iPod is the Rolls Royce 


of MP3 players 
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MANNA for Macjunkies 


ple helps me with my more seri- 
ous endeavors, as well, such as 
my daily schoolwork 

Like PCs, Macs have a Mi- 
crosoft Office package that 
comes with all the programs 
you need for your school or of- 
fice: Word, Powerpoint, Excel, 
etc 

Unlike some of my friends, 
"whose computers often get 


viruses or "crash" for no appar- 
ent reason while they're doing 
homework projects, 1 can rely 
on my handy but dandy Mac- 
book. Apples are not as suscep- 
tible to viruses as ordinary PCs. 

I wasn't born a Mac girl. My 
first computer ever was a Wi 
dows—a Compaq Desk- 
top—and it was not a good ex- 
perience. Within the first few 
months, it had already contract- 
ed several viruses and even had 
tobe replaced! 

At my elementary school, 
they were using Apple Macin- 
toshes, and I quickly became 
hooked. Soon after, my parents 
also discovered the simplicity 
and ease of Apple products. Ev- 
er since then, we have been an 
Apple family all the way. 

We await each revolutionary 
new design such as iPods, Mac- 
Books, iPhones! My dad at- 
tends the annual San Francisco 
MacWorld convention, which 
showcases Apples latest inven- 
tions. 

Last summer Steve Jobs 
came out with the iPhone. Its 
revolutionary design linked the 
iPod with the phone and com- 
puter. 

That day, Jobs expunged the 
word “computer” from the Mac- 


intosh name, expanding Mac 
application to wider possibili- 
ties. We, Apple addicts, were all 
at our seat's edge, wondering, 
what's next for Mac? 

Luckily for ш the 
MacJunkies, the guys at Apple 
outdid themselves again! Apple 
reinvented one of its oldest and 
most popular designs: the iPod! 

This season, the iPod comes 
in five great colors—sleeksil- 
ver, sophisticated black, frosty 
green, metallic blue, and a spe- 
cial, limited-edition red ver- 
sion. Proceeds will be used for 
AIDS awareness campaign in 
Africa. 

The iPod Nano is truly a re- 
markable device. As the 
renowned science-fiction writer 
ArthurC. Clarke once said, "Any 
sufficiently advanced technolo- 
gy is indistinguishable from 
magic.” He could have been 
talking about the iPod. 

Its slim 0.25-inch design сап 
hold up to 8GB of games, music 
and even videos. That's right. 
It’s basically and quite literally a 
pocket sized TV-VCR. 

It also has extremely high- 
resolution images. From my 
iPod, I have viewed episodes of 
“Desperate Housewives,” 
"Grey's Anatomy,” "House" and 
other top-rated shows sans the 
irritating commercials. Cool. 

Lucky for me, my MacDad 
gave me with the latest sleek 
black iPod for my birthday! 

also play games on my iPod. 
1 simply download them right 
off the iTunes store. I, myself, 
enjoy playing classic favorites 
like Tetris and Pac-Man. For you 
scholarly types, you can down- 
load an SAT prep to study on the 
go. 

Because of its slim new de- 
sign, it slips handily into jean 
pockets, jogging outfits, even 
inside a tiny evening bag, for a 
night out. 

1 travel with my iPod Nano 
everywhere: in cars, planes, 
malls, restaurants, to the beach, 
and even in school (but don’t 
tell anybody?) 

The new iPod is the Rolls 
Royce of MP3 players. Or con- 


„sidering its compact size maybe 


it would be more appropriate to 
compare it with a snazzy, sporty 
BMW. 
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FLOJOS CALIFORNIA, THE LATEST 
in trendy sandals and casual flip- 
flops, has now arrived in the Philip- 
pines, ready to offer a wide selection 
of fashionable sandals and A-class 
footwear fit for every occasion. 

Flojos (pronounced flo-hos; а 
Spanish word that translates to "kick 
back" in English) is an American san- 
dal brand since 1979. It offers color- 
fül and exceptional choices. 

For women, it offers casual beach 
footwear to the more formal line of 
sandals for dressier occasions. If flats 
have become too routine, the brand 
also offers heels and platform bot- 
toms. 

For young adults used to living life 
оп the fast track, Flojos offers com- 
fortable styles suited for work as well 
as a night of dancing and parties. 

The men’s line offers a variety of 

sandals to go with both smart casual 
events. 


The kids’ footwear offers 


leather, rubber, canvass and nylon in 
colorful styles. 

Flojosis present in 20 countries, in- 
cluding the Hawaiian Islands, Aus- 
tralia, Canada, England, France, 
Japan, Spain, Guam, Portugal, Italy 
and Dubai. It is now in the Philip- 
pines—at the 2nd level of the TriNo- 
ma Mall. 

The store is designed by C+R De- 
sign Parmers (Contreras + 
Restubog), Inc. 

The store reflects the one- 
ofa-kind, classy vibe that 
the Flojos footwear 
brings. 

Flos is also 
available at Land- 
mark-TriNoma. 

Cal 818- 
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By Bianca Consunji 
2bU! Correspondent 


HERE ARE SOME TYPES OF 

food that have to be savored 

in a particular place in order. 
to maximize the experience, say Vi- 
ennese coffee in Vienna, maca- 
roons in Paris, pho noodles in Viet- 
nam, and gelato in Italy. 

However, since few people have the luxu- 
ту of time and money to jet off around the 
world to sample regional delicacies, many 
restaurants attempt to bring international 
cuisine to their countries 

Gelato, or Italian ice cream, has long been 
considered as one of that country's special- 
ties (right up there with pizza and pasta). 
While there are many gelato shops in the 
Philippines, few can claim that they can 
replicate the creamy texture and complex 
burst of flavors that real Italian gelato 
promises. Many locally available brands аге 
either too airy or too runny and taste more 
like Pinoy sorbetes than Italian gelato. 

Enter Angelati Italia, the brainchild of 
sisters Marilyn and Gwen Dee. Inspired by 
their travels around Italy, the sisters decid- 
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ed to set up their own brand of creamy, fla- 
vorful gelato and bring it to the Philippines. 
The Dees flew to Italy to take a crash course 
in gelato-making under the tutelage of a 
gelateria owner. Their studies even covered 
the history of producing the frozen treat. 
Thus, Angelati Italia, a play on “angel” and 
“gelati” (plural of gelato), was born. 


Filipino taste 

‘The brand has a wide variety of flavors. 
Aside from traditional flavors such as vanil- 
la, raspberry, strawberry and chocolate, 
there are unusual but fun flavors that basi- 
cally suit Filipino taste buds. Fans of Jonas' 
Banana Choco Peanut Shake in Boracay will 
love Angelati Italia's Choco Banana Peanut 
Butter flavor, while the children-at-heart will 
have fun digging out the sweet bits from 
Scoop-a-Snickers and Chocolate and Cereals 
variants. You may also like the Choco Nutella 
and Hazelnut flavors for a jolt of chocolate. 

if your tastes lie on the gourmet side, get 
yourself a pint (or a gallon) of Mascarpone 
Crumble, a mildly sweet offering that mim- 
ics the smooth consistency of the cheese, ог 
Heavenly Tiramisu, which tastes just like 
the bittersweet dessert it is named after. 
Straciatella, or Italian chocolate chips, bal- 
ances the simplicity of vanilla with dark 
mounds of chocolate. 

Angelati Italia also has an impressive ar- 
ray of fruit-based flavors. Blueberry Cheese- 
cake, for instance, folds in juicy berries with 
sizable chunks of cheesecake, while Kibana 
(or Kiwi Banana) is a surprising combina- 
tion of tart and mellow flavors. Cherry Vanil- 
la and Créme Brülée are perfect for long 
bonding sessions with friends. 

The price of good gelato doesn't come 
cheap (а liter of Angelati Italia will set you 
back by P450-P550, depending on the fla- 
vor), but you can be sure the brand doesn't 
scrimp on quality. 

For special occasions or as a gift for the 
holidays, don't break out the generic ice 
cream, For a truly heavenly experience, 
grab yourself a pint of Angelati Italia 


Contact Angelati Italia at 0917-8990110 
ог call 5622217. You may also e-mail 
dee.gwen@gmail.com 


E-mail the author at biancaconsunji@ya- 
hoo.com. 
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Crumble isa 
gourmet treat. 


Angelati 
Italia seeks 
to make a 
truly Italian 
ice cream 
but with 

a Filipino 


HEAVENLY Tiramisu. 
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LIKE A TRUE PINOY, BRANDON VERA n a 

dunks his pan de sal in his coffee cup before 3 $222 mndeSine 
Mode een atari pedis wien. | " DONT MISS THIS ONCE IN A LIFETIME EXPERIENCE! 
in téwn to train actor Richard Gutierrez for 
“Kamandag,” surprised the GMA 7 show's 
cast and crew because he speaks Tagalog 
and has retained very Filipino traits. | 

Case in point: He says that he prefers the 
рап de sal made by a small bakery in San 
Diego, California, to that опе old by а famous 
franchise because “it's not Americanized.” 

He has eight tattoos. “All alibata words 
ароу (йге), hangin (wind), bundok (moun. 
tain), tubig (water), pamilya (family) and 
Diyos (God). l'm planning to get one more, a 
Philippine flag, on my right arm.” 

A fan of Vera's, Gutierrez had personally re- 
quested GMA 7 to hire the heavyweight as his 
fight instructor. 


Starstruck 

Fortunately Vera's sister Michelle is a fan of 
Pinoy show biz. “She loves Richard,” Vera re- 
lates. 

Brandon was equally star-struck when he 
visited “Showbiz Central.” He admits, “Rufa 
Mae Quinto was my first crush.” 3 P = 

“Не gave up а lot of jobs in the US for this ^ Wov. 23 «Fri 
опе because he loves the Philippines," says У Me US 
Jeff Clark, Vera's manager EVENT CENTE 

7 s Vera's fifth time in the country. “Thavea [* p ' 
Jot bf relatives here. I had my honeymoon in Vaart FLOOR... 
* "Bohol," he says. 
1 He's married to another fighter, Kerry, who 
i. Featured оп the 
Oxygen show, “Fight 
Girls." i $ 2 
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first acting gig. NI 

He has taught f 001 18/2514 — pied берун 
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www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIES/SCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
GALLERIA Ticket Price THHCPI4 130 Indie Sine: 139 832- 


1 ENCHANTED « THX 6 HITMAN 


2 ENCHANTED 7 ONE MORE CHANCE 


3 THE NANNY DIARIES 8 indieSine: ANIMAHENASYON 


ANIMATION FILMS 
9 GAME PLAN 


4BOOGEYMAN 2 


5 BEOWULF 10 LIONS for LAMBS 


GREEN PARADISE 


NOW SHOWING 


BAWAL PUM ASOM DITO JIM LIBIRAN'S highly-acclaimed 


_ "ш 


OFFICIAL SELECTION, 2007 Pusan international Festival 
OFFICIAL SELECTION, S8th Berlin ntf Fla Festival- 
Forumon Neu Cinema 
WINNER, Best Picture, CINEMALAYA 2007 
WINNER, Best Actors, CINEMALAYA 2007 
WINNER, Best Actors CINEMANILA 2007 
WINNER, Best Sound, CINEMALAYA 2007 


NOVEMBER 14 to 20 


DON'T MISS THIS ONCE IN A LIFETIME EXPERIENCE! 


INDIESINE, ROBINSONS ERMITA 


Fike Price 110/120 


6 30 DAYS of NIGHT 


ERMITA 
1 ONE MORE CHANCE 


2 indieSine: TRIBU 7 BOOGEYMAN 2 


d 


3 ENCHANTED 1BEOWULF 


4 LUST CAUTION 
GREEN PARADISE 


2HITMAN 


5 LIONS FOR LAMBS 3 ENCHANTED 


METRO EAST i Tikat Prio P100 / P110 682-6189 - 682-8190 
1 BEOWULF 5 ONE MORE CHANCE 


2 ENCHANTED 


6 BOOGEYMAN 2 


3 HITMAN 7 GREEN PARADISE 


4 LIONS FOR LAMBS 


NOVALICHES Tiket Price:P90/ P100 925-3231 /936-3229-30 
1 ENCHANTED 3 ONE MORE CHANCE 
2 HITMAN 4 BEOWULF 
GREEN PARADISE 


PIONEER 3 7 тшн Prke: P1007 P110 87-5378 


1 ENCHANTED 3 BEOWULF 
2 ONE MORE CHANCE 4 HITMAN 
Tet Price; (043) (57-3604 


STA. ROSA LIPA коо (043) 312.5870 


1 ENCHANTED 1 ONE MORE CHANCE 
20NE MORE CHANCE 2 BALLS OF FURY 
3 LIONS FOR LAMBS 3 GHOST SON / 30 DAYS of NIGHT 
4BALLS OF FURY 4ENCHANTED 
GREEN PARADISE 


DASMARINAS 


1 ОМЕ MORE CHANCE 
2 ENCHANTED 

3 LIONS FOR LAMBS 
4 GREEN PARADISE 


8 GAME PLAN 


That Pic P80 | P30 
(049) 637-0907 


Ticket Pici P80 / P90 
046) 416-4332 


IMUS- таякем ТУ® 
1ENCHANTED 

2HITMAN 

З ОМЕ MORE CHANCE 

4BEOWULF 


5 GREEN PARADISE 
TJELA” TARLAC 


1 ОМЕ MORE CHANCE 
2WE OWN the NIGHT 
330 DAYS OF NIGHT 


ANGELES 

1 ONE MORE CHANCE 
2 ENCHANTED 

3 LIONS FOR LAMBS 
4 HITMAN 


STARMILLS That Pex: Р/Р; (045) 875-1827 
1 ENCHANTED 4 HITMAN 
2 ONE MORE CHANCE 5 WE OWN THE NIGHT 
3 LIONS FOR LAMBS 6 BEOWULF 


BACOLOD LOILO == 
1ENCHANTED 4 ENCHANTED 

2 ONE MORE CHANCE 2 ONE MORE CHANCE 

3 BEOWULF 3 BEOWULF 

4 BALLS OF FURY 4 GHOST SON 

5 GHOST SON 5 LUST CAUTION 

6 indieSine: ISNATS 6 BALLS OF FURY 


NOW SHOWING 


na-ISNATS na ba 
ang cellphone mo? 


Ticket РісеР7о 
(034) 441-0450, 


ISNATS В en acton-atventuro cum saleinformate 
‘moe about celphone snatching ncdert that leads. 
о gangster атое, ComedioscenesbyRodkion | 

(Rocksteddy) Teddy CorpuziSugo/idol ko si Кар) | 
ату Нерлаз Host Ronald опи Tupas, Archie Адат! 

'BACOLOD indieSine ‘nd veteran ctor Berting Laba. ndo Actors 

showing on NOVEMBER 210027  JouanSebesin and Joe! Олова recast. 


Robinsons Morievord. 


CINEM 


SHARE A MOVIE WITH A LOVED ONE. 
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in tho country today 
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BEOWULF 
CINEMA 2 
ENCHANTED 
For ticket reservations, dial 6338976 


MW SMCNEHA COM. 
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@ Ро 


THE BLOCK CINEMA 1, SM CITY NORTH EDSA 
nly, and true digital cinema 


TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE 
Р 300 (Reserved Seats) 


00 p.m. 


merno mamn 

‘Sm tcn CINEMA. 533-1901 

ENCHANTED 
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SONE MORE CHANCE 

WONE MORE CHANCE 
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ITHE NANNY DIARIES 
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LIONS FOR LAMBS 

LONE MORE CHANCE 
ITHE GAME PLAN 

$ BEOWULF 

SHIDE & SEEK 

| BOOGEYMAN 2 

SIHETMAN 

поме MORE CHANCE 

1:30 DAYS OF NIGHT 

итне GHOST SON 

ENCHANTED 

ITHE NANNY DIARIES 


SHOWTIME 


a movie 


‘sm sourumau. 
EHITMAN 
2ONE MORE CHANCE 
HBEOWULF 
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ETHE NANNY DIARIES 
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TTHE NANNY DIARIES 
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SMSUPENCENTENMUNTIUMIPR 8625693 
ONE MORE CHANCE 
ENCHANTED 
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drrTMAN fierce & seek 

д SONE MORE CHANCE 
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ONE мека HANC i30 DAYS OF NIGHT 
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BROWULR ;&NCHANTED 
ZONE MORE CHANCE HITMAN 
XHrTMAN FONE мове CHANCE 
"ENCHANTED 


SPORTSTiME 


929-5452 вош 
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1} BEOWULF (DIGITAL 3D) RESERVED: 


11ТНЕ GAME PLAN 
JI HITMAN. 

оме MORE CHANCE 
SÍHITMAN. 

| RESERVED 

2. ONE MORE CHANCE 

SENCHANTED 

з ВООСЕҮМАМ 2 

1430 DAYS OF NIGHT 

niTHE NANNY DIARIES 
їй BEOWULF 


Watch who will survive to the fit 
in this ultmate wrestling action 
on the big screen 


LIVE VIA SATELLITE 


WITH NO COMMERCIAL BREAKS 


November 23 (Friday) 57:00 PM. 
at these SM Cinema branch: 


November 24 and 25 (Saturday and Sunday) 
11:00 24m. 2:30 pif. 
$00pm- 


Fairview, Mall of Asia, Manila, Megamall, 
North EDSA, San Lazaro, Southmall, Sta. Mesa 
P 150 (Guaranieed Seats) 

mpanga, Clark 


зм отувлоооп — (046)417-3000. 
TTE NANNY DIARIES UNREST 
ZONE MORE CHANCE 
THTTMAN 

SM оттү DASMIARINAS ane 
THE samer PLAN 
XewcHANTED 


SM огу TYAYEA 286-2502 to 04 
BEOWULF 

TONE MORE CHANCE 
Sm туга, (043) Tü4-0107 
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ZONE MORE CHANCE 
330 DAYS OF NIGHT 
Smerveranx (045)625-5844-45 


EMITMAN 

i30 DAYS OF NIGHT 
ENCHANTED 

130 DAYS OF NIGHT 
ZONE MORE CHANCE 


BALLS OF FURY 
2ENCHANTED 
JONE MORE CHANCE 


IWEDDING Daze 


(o02)2076008 Sony een. 
frac Guost SON 
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desowurr 


"FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOVIE LISTINO, МТАСВ RATING, SCREENING BCHEDULEA ANO THE LATEST HAPPENIN SINEMA 
—————— 


(000)859-2004 


RESERVED 
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: WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2007 


ENTERTAINMENT HIGHLIGHTS DURING transplant. 
the week of Nov. 18-24: 1997: Singer Michael Hutchence of INXS 

1955: RCA Records signed Elvis Presley hung himself with a belt in a hotel in Sydney, 
after buying his contract from Sun Records. Australia. He was 37. 

Elvis got a $5,000 bonus for signing. 2000: Actor Michael Douglas married ac- 

1959: “Ben Hur,” starring Charlton Hes- 
ton, had its world premiere in New York. 

1964: The BBC banned the Rolling Stones 

1 from its airwaves after the band arrived late for 
1 two radio shows. 
1970: Jerry Lee Lewis and his cousin Муга 
1 Gale Brown were divorced in Memphis, Ten- 
esse. ' 

1980: Actress Mae West died at her Holly- 
Wood residence at age 87. 

1991: Queen singer Freddie Mercury died of 
complications from AIDS at his home in Lon- 
доп. He was 45. 

1992: Spike Lee's movie "Malcolm X,” star- 
ring Denzel Washington, opened nationwide. 
| 1994; Musician David Crosby got a liver 
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' ENTERTAINMENT 
his week in show biz history: Elvis, Jerry Lee Lewis, Freddie 


САТО ТОБЕ 


тиры № ууа, 


— С: 
Mercury 


tress Catherine Zeta-Jones in New York. 2005: Christina Aguilera married music ex- 
2002: Michael Jackson dangled hisbabyson ecutive Jordan Bratman in California's Napa 

over a fourth-floor balcony at a hotel in Berlin Valley. АР 

for fans waiting out- 

side. 
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Know... 5 х 
Eastwood City 


Mal 


November 1-30; 2007 

Get a chance to win one of theyfive 

Dream Vacation for two to Malaysia 
for every P1000 spent in any 
Eastwood City Establishment! 


2 4 T INED WE | 
S 


B ym 
ze 


Eastwood City | 


ней 
ыёбптйе!а< 
Catch 
LIV 


every Wednesday / 8:00 РМ 
Eastwood Central Plaza 
FREE ADMISSION 


1 Eas.wood City! 
‘BEOWULF 
3:10, 5:50, 8:30, 11:05 
мыз 


HITMAN 
1:20, 3:45, 6:10, 835, 11:00 
ыз 
Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood С 
E. Rodriguez J Ave. (C-5) Quezon City ENCHANTED 


m— 3 7:00, 4:50, 7:40, 10:30 
КЕРШЕ ` ыз 


Клоп 


ONE MORE CHANCE 
30,550, 8301110 


For inquiries. cal 


687-6963 
(GUARANTEED SEATS 


олан зад To NCE IU тй ONE 


DETEXVENTETTLIIXIIGD 


AT THE CINEMAS 


Reserve your tickets by tanting SURESEATS GBS or SURESEATS Go 2333 (Globe) r2 (Sar or log a la win заве om er we eset 


Hoi schedules may change without pirate. Far veriicaon please call 729-7777 


1 THE KINGDOM. 2 BEOWULF 
7 


2 


“@LOBIETTA1 


FRED CLAUS ‘THE KINGDOM ES 


BEOWULF 


AT THE MALLS 


CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 
Alabang Town Center - 8422782: 772 1860 
Aa Denter Cebu - (132) 231 5342 lor. 324 


Glorietta - 752 7272 
Greenbelt - 757 


Market Market! 
TriNoma - 301 3000, 


Sounds of Christmas: Christmas Chorale 
feat. Phil. Jesuit Community 
November 24; 6pm; Glorietta 4 Park 


5 [6 onemone [7 
surersap |5 THe came pran ONE MORE 


THE KINGDOM 
КЧ 


BEOWULF 


THE NANNY 
DIARIES 


x 
Mu $ 
Bos 2E 


Holiday Open Concert. 
November 24 & Dec 2; 8pm; Greenbelt 3 Park 


‘Seussical The Musical 
November 23 to 25; 11am, 3pm & 6pm; Activity Center 


4 SUPER BAD 


FRED CLAUS 
pum 


Metrobank Car Event. 
November 24 to 25; Activity Center, Paseos and Rotunda Area 


Lifestyle and Vanity Outlet Sale. 


4 


FRED CLAUS 


FRED CLAUS 


FRED CLAUS 


2 
Аазам 


THE KINGDOM 


MARKET! MARKET: 


November 19 to 23; Activity Center. 


Repertory Philippines presents FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
November 9 - December 16, 2007 
For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 
ог visit www-repertory-philippines.com 


WATER: THE MEDIUM by Juvenal Sanso 
November 24 to January 13, 2008; Ground Floor Gallery 
For more info, pis. сай 767-7117 to 21 loc. 14 or email museum_inqulry@ayalamuseum.org 


Rhythm Academy: Sam Concepcion 
with the Augustinian Larks 
December 9; 6pm; Activity Center 


THE GAME PLAN / 


BOOGEYMAN 2 SUPER BAD. 


BEOWULF 


Rhythm Academy: Pops Fernandez 
and The UP Cherubim and Seraphim 
December 16; 6pm; Activity Center 


rtoon Network {р> 
e Activity Genter, 


: Fu ie 
Lo~ictta EZ “TOWNS 
ye Stews? 


00 


The. Ayala Malls Cinemas’ PRIVILEGE PAS 
The best gift for everyone this Yuletide season 


Available at any Ayala Malls 
Cinemas  ticketbooth. 


7. fie Ania Mats Cinemas’ 
Privilege Cord is honored at any 
Ауа Malis Cinemas nationwide 
(Glorena 1 & 4, Greenbelt 1 3, Alabang Town бей, 
Мадай Martell, Ayala Genter Coby, TriNoma) 
г мы ые а аана 


ENTERT: 


rupe А.у INQUIRER” 


NMENT 


Greatest US TV icons 

NEW YORK—This is the list of “The 
50 Greatest TV Icons,” compiled by 
cable’s TV Land and the writers of En- 
tertainment Weekly magazine. It will 
fuel a two-hour special on the net- 
"work airing Friday in the United 
States, as well аз а feature story in the 
upcoming issue of Entertainment 
‘Weekly: 

50) Larry Hagman; 49) Calista Flock- 
hart; 48) Jimmy Smits; 47) Simon Cow- 
ell; 46) Lass 

45) Sarah Michelle Gellar; 44) Susan 
Lucci; 43) Flip Wilson; 42) James Gan- 
dolfini; 41) Jon Stewart; 

40) Sally Field; 39) Jennifer Aniston; 
38) Bea Arthur, 37) George Clooney; 36) 
Diahann Carroll; 

35) Michael J. Fox; 34) Bob Barker; 
33) Ellen DeGeneres; 32) Henry Win- 
Мег; 31) Sarah Jessica Parker; 

30) Alan Alda; 29) John Ritter; 28) 
Howard Cosell; 27) Regis Philbin; 26) 
‘Farrah Fawcett; 

25) Heather Locklear; 24) Michael 
Landon; 23) Barbara Walters; 22) Milton 
Berle; 21) Kermit; 

20) Carroll O'Connor; 19) Andy Grif- 
fuh; 18) William Shatner; 17) Bob 
Newhart; 16) David Letterman; 

5) "Not Ready for Primetime Play- 
ers"; 14) Ed Sullivan; 13) Jackie Gleason; 
12) Dick Van Dyke; 11) Roseanne; 

10) Dick Clark; 9) Homer Simpson; 8) 
Jerry Seinfeld; 7) Mary Tyler Moore; 6) 
Carol Burnett; 

5) Walter Cronkite; 4) Bill Cosby; 3) 
Oprah Winfrey; 2) Lucille Ball; 1) Johnny 
Garson. AP 


Ready for download 
WASHINGTON—Beatles fans will be 
able to download the legendary group's 
music from the Internet in 2008, Paul 
McCartney told Billboard magazine in an 
interview. 

"The whole thing is primed, ready to 
go... it shouldn't be too long,” McCartney 2 
said about the downloads. “Tm prety &| 
sure itll be happening nextyear” AFP 3] 


Top of the Talk Shows 

For those who missed local TV's show 
biz gabfests over the weekend. (And why 
we are moved, ifwe are moved.) 


Jennylyn Mercados appeal to re- 
porters upon arrival from a vacation in 
Boracay: 

“Konting privacy, konting respeto na- 
man. Kasi kalalapag lang ng eroplano, 
andiyan na naman. Sana sa pagdating sa 
relationship namin ni Patrick, bigyan nila 


ng limit. Meron din kaming personal na 
buhay" 

*Gladys Reyes, on the consequences 
ofa stray cat biting her: 

"Por 28 days, hindi muna pwedeng 
 mag-loving loving. Kahit kiss sa lips ... 
kasi through saliva, pwede ma-ransmit 
kung may rabies akong nakuha." 


Courtship and such 

«Оуо Sotto, on rumors he is courting 
Kristine Hermosa: 

“Sa totoo lang, di ako marunong manli- 
gaw eh. Kasi if ever na kung may patutun- 
guhan ушп friendship namin ni Kristine, 
‘yoko naman sabihin na nanliligaw ako.” 
(Does this mean Angel Locsin courted 
him?) 

Kristine, on 

SST Oyos alleged 
courtship: 

“Hind! ko kasi 
alam kung pa- 
paano yung ligaw 
na... di ba, kasi 
iba-iba yung mga 
lalaki. Hindi sila 
parepareho ng 


KRISTINE HERMOSA !ePOTis Diether 


was jealous ofher 
friendship with Oyo: 
“Nagseselos din ako sa kanya eh." 


Lolit: Why me? 
*Lolit Solis, on the libel case Piolo Pas- 
cual and Sam Milby filed against her 
"Sumusulat si Alfie Lorenzo, minsan 
direkta pang sinasabing gay si Piolo. Sina 
Pete Ampoloquio, sina Peter Ledesma, di- 
retsang sinasabing baklita si Piolo at si 


PIOLO Pascual, left, with lawyer Joji Alonso and Sam Milby at the press con after fling 


‘Sam, bakit hindi nila iyon idinemanda? 
Bakit ako na sinabi ko lang nagbubulun- 
gan? Hindi ko naman sinabing naghaha- 
likan silang dalawa.” 

*Lolit, revealing she has a videotape 
showing Piolo was at the Hotel Sofitel 
when she allegedly caught him and fel- 
low actor-singer Sam Milby at the pool- 
side coffee shop: 

“Sinungaling si Piolo Pascual... nung 
sinabi niyang wala siya sa Sofitel nung 
October 12, alasdos ng hapon. May 
nakuha kaming video na bumababa siya 
sa Hummer niya sa mismong hotel at that 
time" 

«Lolit, on proof that Sam was also at 
Sofitel with Piolo: 

“Kay Sam wala akong nakuhang 
ebidensiya. Pero kay Piolo marami па 
kaming testigo" 

*Lolit, on the possibility of going to 
jai 

"Kung matutuwa [sila] na makulong 
ако ngayong sisenta na ako. Siguro mga 
tatlong taon bago madesisyonan ito, sisen- 
ta-tres na ako. Gusto pa nilang makulong 
ako, okay lang. Tutal, mga Christians sila, 
‘di ba? Mababait silang tao. Wala silang 
malisya di ba? Okay lang,” 

*Lolits dare: 

“Kung ako sila, next time magpakita 
kayo sa akin, huwag na kayong magbu- 
lungan, maghalikan na kayo nang lips to 
lips” 

Piolo’s retort 

*Piolo Pascual, on filing the suit: 

“Ido not relish the idea of filing a suit 
against a colleague in the industry, espe- 
cially someone... who was once worthy 
of my respect. (Aray.) What she wrote 
‘was baseless and a complete fabrication. 


Why Oyo Sotto isn't courting Kristine Hermosa 


She has disrespected us as colleagues 
and as human beings.” 

*Joji Alonso: 

"This is not an issue [of] age. Parang 
lumalabas na si Sam at Piolo ang 
masama for protecting their rights. 
Huwag nating kakalimutan, [they] are 
the victims here. Sila yung pinag- 
tatawanan, sila ung pinagsasabihan na, 
Bakit natin [sila] susuportahan ... mga 
bakla naman iyan. They are not [credi- 
ble] as leading men.” 

*Joji, on the restroom issue raised by 
Lolit: 

“That was an exaggerated example 
that, you know, Piolo was in the CR and 
Sam wanted to go. I said, ‘Wag ka nang 
pumasok at mamaya gagawan ka ng issue 
па nagse-sex kayo [1 was] being sarcas- 
= 
Cristine vs Carlene 

*Cristine Reyes, on why she is suing 
Carlene Aguilar for oral defamation: 

“Kailangan ko protektahan ang sarili 
ko” 

‘Dennis Trilo on the tiff between Car- 
Jene and Cristin 

“Masaya siyempre na kahit alam mo na 
meron tayong mga intriga na hindi natin 
gusto, mga pangyayaring di nating in- 
aasahan... at least hindi naapektuhan ang 
trabaho, yung blessings, tuloy pa rin. Ta- 
lagang mabait ang Diyos. Balanse pa rin 
ang buhay.” (Huh?) 

*Rufa Mae Quinto, on hints she was 
опе of the women linked to Dennis Trillo, 
and whom Carlene Aguilar called: 

“Magulo masyado yan... ayoko [nang] 
makisawsaw diyan. Past is past. for 
me” 

(Was that a “Yes, Iwas?") 


the libel suit against the TV host. 


P 


*Ara Mina, Cristine's big sister, to Deĝ-< 
nis: 

“Were still waiting for your explana- 
tion... ikaw lang makaka-explain nito {а 
pallio" 


Secret whispers 3 
*Carlene Aguilar, on her encountés 
with Cristine Reyes: H 
“Nakita ko siya sa dressing room, 5015. 
introduced myself to her Bago аф: 
umalis, may binulong ako sa kanya. 1: 
don't want to [вау] what I whispered to" 
her. Tapos, umalis na ako... biglang may 
sumigaw na Pangit I think its her alalay 
or its her PA na katabi туа. Gusto larg 
naming malaman kung sino yon.” +; 
Carlene's feelings about the contig- 
versy: 7 
“Umabot па sa point па wala nang, 
feeling... kasi parang pinapalabas talaga 
nilana sila... pa yung kawawa.” _ 7 
*Сайепе, on why she confronted’ 
Cristine: : 
“Basta тау sinabi siya sa akin ng. 
gagawin niya na hindi niya ginawa. Si 
abi ko na meron kaming relasyon [ni Den- 
nis] and we were trying to fix things." $8 
*Carlene, on the text messages that 
were bases of Cristine's oral defamation 
suit: ‚ 
“Sana, kung maglalabas'po sila4lg: 
ganoon, ilabas po nila lahat-lahat, hill 
po Yung pili lang.” T 
* Carlene on what Dennis should do: 
“Inamin niya sa akin na nagkamdij 
siya. And, humingi na rin siya ng som. 
sa akin and sa pamilya ko. Nakikita ko 
naman na sincere siya, so okay na sa akin 
Yon. Di na niya kailangan ipagtanggol pa 
айо... sa TV o sa newspapers." (Maybe he 
should, girl) 


Unexpectedly captivating lead 
portrayals in “The Game Plan’ 


STAR AWARDEES. At the 215: (Philippine Movie Press Club) Star Awards for TV, from left: Kim Chiu shared 
with Lovi Poe the Best New Female Personality honors; John Lloyd Cruz won the Best Drama Actor and Face of 
the Night trophies; Sunshine Dizon was named Best Drama Actress. The ceremony was held Sunday night at 


Theatre, Ateneo de М: 


йа University, Loyola Heights, Quezon City. 


‘Superbad’ a cut above the rest 


NEW YORK—“SUPERBAD” HAS 
been so super-ubiquitous, it only 
feels like it’s already been in the- 
aters for months. 

Between the posters, TV com- 
mercials and promotional ap- 
pearances by its stars, the 
hype machine has been in 
full force. 

And the association with 
“Knocked Up,” one of the sum- 
mers biggest hits and one of the 
best comedies in a while, cer- 
tainly doesn't hurt. Judd Apatow, who 
wrote and directed that film, serves as 
producer here; Seth Rogen, its star, co- 
wrote the “Superbad” script and has a 
hilarious supporting role. 

“Knocked Up” is a hard act to follow, 
though. “Superbad” has all the laughs 
of its predecessor but only about half 
the heart. 

Still, costars Jonah Hill and Michael 
Сега are irresistible as best friends on a 
quest for alcohol, which they hope will 
help them hook up with girls at a big 


party. The sweetness and awkward 


Review 


ness of their freakishly co-dependent 
relationship is totally believable. Not a 
moment between them feels false in 
the script from Rogen and Evan Gold- 
berg, themselves best friends, who 
based the movie on their own ado- 
lescent angst. 
But Christopher Mintz- 
Plasse, as an even geekier 
kid who gets a fake ID with 
the oneword name McLovin, 
pretty much steals the whole 
show in his first Bim. Mintz- 
Plasse's scrawny, bespectacled Fogell 
has a rich, full experience all his 
‘own—much more so than other char- 
acters in the movie. 

Director Greg Mottola is visiting fa- 
miliar territory here—the high school 
hijinks movie has been a staple from 
“american Graffiti” to "American 
Pie"—but everyone is relatable and the 
situations rarely feel strained, which 
makes “Superbad” a cut above most. 

‘Taking place over the course of a 
day, the film follows pals Seth (Hill 


and Fran (Geral. who ate à 


eave each other to attend separate col- 
leges. They're trying not to freak out 
about this; they struggle to keep them- 
selves from talking about it. Instead 
they throw all their energy into figur- 
ing out a way to buy alcohol for a big 
bash at the home of pretty, popular 
Jules (Emma Stone). 

Simply psyched 

More than a bit nerdy, these guys are 
just psyched to have been invited. Seth 
is desperate to lose his virginity. Up- 
and-coming comic actor Hill has a 
great energy about him (he was the 
best part of “Evan Almighty” 

Evan has had a longtime crush on 
classmate Becca (Martha Macissac), 
who's nice enough to give him the time 
of day Cera is best known as the lov- 
ably goofy George-Michael Bluth on 
the sadly defunct sitcom "Arrested De- 
velopment.” Here, his selfconscious 
starts and stops reveal more than a few 
glimmers of his TV character, and also 
makes you want to see what else he 
can do. Christy Lemire, АР 


AT FIRST BLUSH, "THE GAME PLAN" LOOKS 
like a slick, shallow diversion, а twice-told tale 


about a self-centered football star (Dwayne 
"The Rock” Johnson) whose high-flying life 
is "disturbed" by the unexpected appearance 
of an eight-year-old daughter (Madison Pet- 
tis) he never knew he had. 

Uh-oh, here we go again, another tough 
guy being softened by a retroac- 
tive paternal love he didn't know 
he was capable of. Pass the 
Kleenex—no, make that the pop- 
corn, with emphasis on the corn. 

Happily, however, "The Game 
Plan" turns out to have more 
heart and inventiveness than it 
initially appears. Some of its 
scenes are genuinely affecting 
and entertaining—and al- 
though its happy ending is a 
foregone conclusion, its plot 
and character development is 
both emotionally instructive and themati- 
cally involving. 

То be sure, some of its elements con- 
found instead of clarify, like the vague back 
story about the sports hero's ex-wife. But 
we get over that and other bumps on the 
road, and go on to appreciate the movie's 
more focused aspects. 

Ts most inventive thematic twist is its un- 
expected correlation of football and—bal- 
let! Yes, football star's daughter loves bal- 
let, and she pulls him into that utterly in- 
congruous milieu—until he discovers to his 
amazement that those two contrary worlds 
have more in common with each other than 
he'd ever thought. 

‘And what would that be? For starters, we 
get to understand better why some айз 
writers declare, “Classical dancers are ath- 
Тете, too!” 

Ofcourse, this can be carried too far, with 
gigantic football players weeping over a 
ballet performance. But, this is where a 
sense of whimsey comes in, so that scene 
isn't really as gauche as it sounds. 

However, absolutely no apologies are ге- 
quired for the lead portrayals in this movie, 
which are unexpectedly captivating. 

Setting the pace is little Madison Pettis, 
who plays the plum role of the sports star's 
daughter. She may be a movie newcomer, 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


butshe turns in such an easy, breezy perfor: , 
mance that she comes off like a pro. 

Her sassy but not off-putting portrayal is 
matched by Johnson’s surprisingly winning 
characterization of the football star He 
plays him cocky and smug, as befits an ath- 
Jete who's lionized by millions—but he's al- 
зо able to show the lug “growing” a father’s 
heart, although very slowly, and 
even grudgingly. 

Towards the end of the 
movie, Pettis and Johnson have 
developed their roles so well 
that their scenes together fairly 
crackle and hum with delightful 
rapport. К 

Not to be outdone, the foot- 
ball star's pet dog, Spike, also 
scores points as he jauntily acts 
as a furry go-berween for dad 
and daughter when they're at 
their combative worst. 

In addition, the sassy Kyra Sedgwick 
throws in a few licks as Johnson's bitchy 
agent, who wants him to become filthy rich 
so she can get her share of the pay dirt. 

All of these peppy portrayals iercolate 
nicely throughout the movie and “The 
Game Plan” ends up in the winners’ circle, 
along with its two top stars. 


"27 Dresses’ 

Katherine Heigl, who impressed the 
heck out of us in "Knocked Up,” next stars 
in “27 Dresses,” where she plays a woman 
who's made a “career” out of being a brides- 
maid—but never the bride. 

She faces her worst nightmare when het 
sister gets engaged to the man of her 
dreams! Luckily, she eventually meets the 
man who may end her “professional brides- 
maid” status for good! 


и) 


Sci-fi classic 

After much too long a hiatus from film 
acting, Keanu Reeves finally heaves into 
cinematic view again in the remake of “The 
Day the Earth Stood Still,” the 1951 sci-fi 
classic about an alien and his robot who 
land on earth in a spacecraft. He warns our 
planet's leaders not to take their conflicts 
into space or they will face devastating con- 
sequences 
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She's got killer grades and а killer resumé. 
Now, she's in a job that's killing her. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


From page G6 


Guests included the Sexbomb, Yeng Con- 
stantino and Shamrock. The events highlight. 
‘was the awarding of two Benz cars and an all- 
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expense paid trip to 
Germany to top Pinoy 
sales couple, Fidel 
and Teresita Castillo. 
You could also be like 
them. Call 482-0688 
for details. Sale awayl 


Moving and schaden sra biet o change ho orior notos 
Catch the Cinéplex Special 
Shang Cineplex E-see Club 

Enjoy exciting privileges, rewards and discounts. 


Apply at the Shang Cineplex ticket counters. 
.shangcinepl 


Email watering- 
holeshangrila@ya- 
һоо.сот. 


EDSA haw Blvd., Mandaluyong City 
Сай 633-2227 or 633-4736 
for more detail. 
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"AN EXHILARATING EXPERIENCE, 
А «асч SPECTACLE! 
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jP- EMMANUEL LEVY 


"AUDIENCES WILL 


ANTHONY JOHN 
WI HOPKINS MALKOVICH 

li h ` ARNE BAUS PLE ап 
эрир ry SHANGAA ENTERTAINMENT ud Ln "WF Www irons 


pepe 
JOHN MALKOVICH ROBIN WIGHT PENN ЈЕ ALISON LOHMAN ue ANGELINA JOE" ALAN SILVESTRI 
SESS GER BALLARD a ALAN SYST a STEVEN BOVO DESDE LT ШТ a ENEN GAMAN a ROGER AVARY 
sy STEVE STAMEN ROBEN EMEC JAC RAPE АВТОВО. 
wyw beowull-asia.cam. 


w 
STONE 


Nati енен ) 
P 


ы; Е" 


Offer тау not be availed of in 
conjunction with other promotions 


Promo Period: 
November 14 


Per DTHNCR Permit # A2-503. Series of 2007 
See posters for details 


METRO MANILA 
THEATERS ASSOCIATION 


шы сыш 


вание 
‘ove mone cance 


Г 


FREDCLAUS 


‘wiewcoom 


M RI AD 


монд 
suh. 
тесер 


ut MORE CHANCE 


ride) Tau 
B d 
Ammo SUPERBAD 
5 


metropolis, 

у ороз cinemal 
Кд 

asas) типи, кам 


1 sure ano 
1 owe mone cwance 
E монш 


айизокнин 
suena 


one mone ciance | 2e 


Banc 


S сам. 


ne MORE CHANCE 
nen 


sena 
Зп ons Fon amas 
AP gyemone chance 
Sors 


bwan 


ooevuan-2 

cameru 
Teoma sowar 
At or rue oww mieno 
[-] 


ий 


owe Mone CHANCE 


suem uo 


ор наин 
"ke tua aT 
lem 
one mone CHANCE 

монш 

ГЕ 


734228 


reserve 
тын 
патио 
ONE MORE CHANCE 
po 


чазз 
One WORECHANCE 
тшт -3 
src 

кил rona. 


H 
зиста 


саа 


тай wes 705524 


owe mone нин 
‘SUPERBAD 
md 


зенде 
зїн 


dade Cinema. 
egisti Mic 


len 
1 


теч 
D 


1 
1 


Jm 
D 
зан 


LI 


one none cauce 


THEMA DRIES 


one mone CHANCE 


ОМЕМА 


e, 


Move hate New Mun 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


n 
db. 


[p d 


зулм 
сено сине 
pud 


Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 


Tian) rtl 
MC 


[zl 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
ied els) 848.872, 


‘OE MORE chance 
‘SUPERBAD 
ишин 


Cinema 2000 Metratovn 


SUPER BAD 
[t 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


H 
Soan 


ne Vp 75308 


Sup sho 
nemo CANE 
thst 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(apart и) 


Lianas Cinema. 
(Pasig ist 


sexo 
тент 


Lianas Cinema. 
ob Viti 
а 


senos |- 


Шапа; MovieCity 
(ihi d ists ти? 
NEMORE CHANCE 


мона |- 
wenona oaze |> 


sweawo |: 


Fiesta World Mall 


[ror] 
07 
мониа 
URGFUFIGHTER 
one mone nance 


°° Berma Cinema |. 


[T 


Unas 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


Ge 


PHILIPPINE BAILY INQUIRER annem - 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2007 


OPENING TODAY 


Enchanted 
Stars 
Adams, James 
Marsden, Susan 
Sarandon, Patrick 
Dempsey 
by 


Directed 
Kevin Lima 

Cursed by an evil 
witch (Sarandon), a 
fairy-tale princess 
(Adams) is banished 
to the real world—specifically to New York. Pe- 
ter Travers of Rolling Stone raves that Adams is 
“a spicy ... reablife doll.” Matthew Turner of 
‘The View London agrees: "[Its an] enjoyable 
comedy with an amusing script and super com- 
ic performance from Adams.” Staci Layne Wil- 
son of Buzzine mag says that “[this Disney film] 
works like a charm." 


Amy 


Animahenasyon 2007 

` Dubbed as the “Pinoy Animation Festival," 
this event showcases a hundred animation 
shorts. Festival director Ricky Orellana calls it 
the “Olympics of Pinoy animation.” Works by 
newcomers Nelson “Blog” Caliguia Jt. and Jeff 
Capili, as well as by veterans Roxlee and Ellen 
:: Ramos, are featured, Apart from film sereen- 
ings, a two-day conference is also set. Exclu- 

1 sively in IndieSine Robinsons Galleria. 


Hitman 
Stars ‘Timothy 
Olyphant, Dougray 
Scott, Robert Knep- 
per 
+ Directed 
- Xavier Gens 
Based on a popular 
Eidos Interactive. 
video game, this ac- 
tion flick casts a genetically engineered assas- 
sin, Agent 47 (Olyphant), as hero. Fans of the 
game were reportedly disappointed when 
Olyphant replaced original choice Vin Diesel. 
Comments Joshua Tyler of Cinemablend.com: 
“Olyphant doesnt sell himself as a big, bad, 
bald hitman. He looks like a quas weakling .. 
[But] Ihave great faith in Olyphant.” 


by 


3:10 to Yuma 
Stars Russell 
Crowe, Christian 
Bale, Peter Fonda, 
Gretchen Moll 
Directed by 
James Mangold, 
Freddie Hice 
In this remake of a 
1957 Western, a luck- 
less rancher (Bale) is 
pitted against а 
charming criminal 
(Crowe) in a fatal 
mind game. Kenneth 
‘Turan of Los Angeles Times points out that the 
movie has a “visceral, immediate quality that 
‘makes it both realistic and mythic.” А.О. Scott 
of New York Times opines that it “does its best 
to honor the originals unpretentious spirit” 
Richard Schickel of Time states that its “trim, 
efficiently paced.” 
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Tessa enchants 
H’wood preem guests 


By Ruben and Janet Nepales 
Los Angeles Correspondents 


LOS ANGELES—TESSA PRIETO- 
Valdes stopped traffic, literally and 
figuratively, on her way to and from 
the world premiere of Disney's "En- 
chanted” at the El Capitan Theatre on 
Hollywood Boulevard. 

Wearing а voluminous green Rajo 
Laurel gown that must have weighed at 
least four pounds, wings and a crown 
borrowed from no less than Miss Earth, 
the Igumem columnist and recent 
"Celebrity Duets” champion was quite a 
sight as she walked from the Renaissance 
Hotel to Hollywood Boulevard. 

‘With her trademark panache, charm 
and easy laughter, Tessa was determined 
to enjoy her night in Hollywood as the 
celebrity parent winner of a prize given 
by Disney and The Little Gym, where her 
daughter Athena is enrolled in the pre- 
school program. 


Instant admirers 

Car riders opened their windows and 
sunroofs to take pictures of her. Tourists 
screamed: “You look nice!” “You look 
good!” “You look perfect!” Instant admir- 
ers surrounded her and shook her hands, 
posed with her or took her pictures. 

We overheard a Filipino onlooker say- 
ing, "Kung sasagutin пуа ako, 
pakakasalan ko siya, ngayon din!" 

Life was imitating art in “Enchanted,” 
where Amy Adams, a fairy tale princess 
in a hand-drawn animation world, is 
suddenly thrust into the heart of New 


York’s Times Square. Holding her full 
gown just like Amys Princess Giselle 
does in the movie, Tessa, in her costume, 
seemed to come from a different, en- 
chanted world as she drew puzzled yet 
‘admiring glances on the boulevard lined 
by tattoo- and body-piercing shops. 
Upon arrival on the red carpet just 
across the Kodak Theatre where the Os- 
саг show is held, Tessa stirred the pa- 
parazzi into frenzy One photographer 
did not know whether to train his cam- 
era lens on ‘American Idol" champ Carrie. 
Underwood or on Tessa. He decided to 
switch back and forth between Carrie 
and Tessa. It was the second time а gown 
by Rajo Laurel graced the red carpet of a 
Hollywood event. The first was the one 
he and David Tupaz made for Pia 
‘Clemente, first Filipina Oscar nominee. 
Inside El Capitan and at the lavish af- 


SEA princess meets Cinderella and 
Sleeping Beauty Protos srusen neras 


SINCE YULETIDE IS IN THE AIR, 
isn't it the right time for feuding 
celebs to make peace already? In 
the spirit of fun, 1 came up with al- 
ternative Christmas carols that 
could bridge the gap between war- 
ring stars. Ang mapikon, guilty! 
Merry, Very Crazy Show Biz Christ- 
mas! 


Martin Nievera to Pops Feman- 
dez (to the tune of “Pasko Na Sinta 
Ko": 

Pasko na, Pipay ko 

Hanap-hanap kita 

Bakit nagpa-interview 

Binisto mo ako 


Carlene Aguilar to Dennis Trillo 
(to the tune of “Christmas Won't Be 
‘The Same Without You"): 

Cristine won't be the same without 
you 

Cristine won't be the same if you go 

All T need to see standing by my 


Christmas tree 
Isyouandme 
Grisine won't be the same without 

you. 


Lolit Solis to Piolo and 
Sam (to the tune of “I Saw 
Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus”): 

Т saw Piolo kissing Papa 
Sam 

Underneath the Sofitel 
trees last night. 

They didn't see me creep 

By the pool to have. a 


Peep 

They thought I was stuck 
up in the studio 

Making bati and harbat 


Amalia Fuentes to Joey Stevens (to 
the tune of "Deck the Halls”): 
Deck the courts with lies and alibis 
Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah 
blah 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photo by Romy Homillada 


HECTIC IS HOW SINGER MAU 
Marcelo describes the next three 
weeks of her life. 

As the country's representative to 
“Asian Idol,” which will be held in 
Indonesia next month, she's endur- 
ing nota few sleepless nights. 

"Tm always tense,” she admits. "Ev- 
егу time have a quiet time alone, I al- 
ways pray I know that Asian Ido? is 
not just for me; its for the entire coun- 
пу" 

Rigorous training 

ABC 5, record label Sony-BMG and 
manager Sandra Chavez have lined up 
a rigorous training schedule for Marce- 
lo, who bested hundreds of hopefuls 
оп "Philippine Idol” a year ago. 

This week, she started a personality 
development course under stage direc- 
tor Freddie Santos and voice lessons 
under singer Zebedee Zuñiga. 

“Tm also going on a diet,” she quips. 
“Ihave stopped eating rice." 

She says she's required to bring five 
show outfits for the 10-day trip to 
Jakarta, where she's set to compete 
with representatives from Malaysia, 
Singapore, India, Viemam and In- 
donesia. 

“The Lucena-besed designers (Ar- 
mand Remojo and Roland Roxas) who 
made my gowns for the ‘Philippine 
180? finals have created three outfits 
for me. My manager also plans to ask 
other designers," Mau relates. 

She has submitted six songs for 
“Asian Idol" organizers to choose from: 
Dulces "Panata" and "Ako ang Nagwa- 
i"; Lani Misalucha's version of "Natu- 
tulog Ba ang Diyos"; Shirley Bassey's 
“The Grewes Performance of My 
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ter-party, many of the guests, young and 
old, couldnt help but admire Tessas cos- 
tume. They posed for pictures with her. 
Young girls, dressed in princess cos- 
tumes, ran up to her and hugged her. 
Meeting the stars 

Through it ай, Tessa smiled and 
laughed, even as shie sometimes had to 
walk sideways to avoid slapping guests 
with her wings. She made the heavy 
gown look light and endured the fact 
that it was impossible for her to heed na- 
ture's сай. Instead, she reveled in meet- 
ing Amy Adams and her co-stars, Patrick 
Dempsey and Timothy Spall, who plays 
Nathaniel and was Peter Pettigrew in two 
“Hany Poner” films; Disney and Pixar 
animation head John Lasseter, “the 
Queen” herself, Helen Mirren, this year's 
Oscar and Golden Globe Best Actress; 
and “Heroes” star Masi Oka. 


Christmas carols for feuding celebrities 


Joey de Leon to Willie Revillame (то 


the tune of “Santa Claus is Coming to 


Town”) 

You better watch out, You 
better notery 

You better not cheat, I'm 
telling you why 

MTRCB is coming to 
town. 


Hope Centeno to James 
Yap (to the tune of "Merry 
Christmas, Darling”) 
Discount cards have all 
beensent 
The body scrub is through 
Stil 1 have one wish to 
make 
A special one for you 
Merry Christmas, Big Bird 
Happy New Skin Clinic, too 


Ara Mina to Jinkee Pacquiao (to the 
tune of "Give Love on Christmas Day’) 


Mau on the move 


Country's first 
Чао? gears up 
for regional tilt 


Whitney Houston's "On My 
Own 

At the time of the interview, 
she's still uncertain which of the six 
‘would be her competition pieces. "Tm 
required to sing one English and one 
Filipino song during the performance 
night on Dec 15.” 

The finals night on Dec. 


16 will be aired by ABC 
5. £x. 
Since the Ido? 4 
franchise moved 
from ABCStoGMA 
7, Marcelo initially 
thought that the countrys par- 
ticipation in ‘Asian Idol” would 
be scrapped. 
"It was supposed to be held 
this month. 1 didn't expect it 
would still push through. In 
fact, 1 already stopped asking 
my manager about it," she re- 
calis. 
Then Chavez informed her that 
“with or without a local channel,” she'd 
be joining the regional tilt. 


Thankful 

Mau recounts: “At first, I was wor- 
ried because I heard the contest would 
not be aired locally. How can I get text 
votes if Filipinos cant watch the 
show?" 

Thats why she's thankful that ABCS 
is airing the two-part competition next 
month—including а pre-contest spe- 
ial, “Road to Asian Idol," on Dec. 8. 

Ther own “МГ journey, which be 
жап when she мкін in SM Lace 


pn 


Tessa lost her princess-like composuré 
only when she met Mr. McDreamy. We 
thought her delighted scream could be 
heard all the way to Manila. 

Other guests from the Philippines 
were Ronald and Kiara Suarez, who won 
the trip to attend the premiere in a raffle 
participated in by families enrolled at 
The Little Gym; Кагаз Florida-based 
cousin, Lizzie Tolentino; and The Little 
Gym teacher Paolo Marzan. Another set 
of winners came from The Little буді 
Singapore branch. : 

After her unforgettable night in Holly. 
wood, at the stroke of midnight, Tessa, 
like Cinderella, had to walk back to her 
hotel. But unlike Cinderella, she couldn't 
run. The heavy gown made it impossible 
for her to walk faster than a turtle. So just 
like how she was greeted on her way to 
the “Enchanted” ball, Tessa stopped traf- 
fic again on Hollywood Boulevard. 


Pacman making lists 

Buying special gifts 

Taking time to be kind to one and 
all 

Its that time of year when women 
are near 

‘And you wish he could give you 
more 

Than just presents from a store 

Why don't you give way on Christ- 
mas Day? 


Moi to Annabel Rama (to the tune 
of Jingle Bell Rock’): 
Annabel Annabel Annabel Mock 
Annabels bling and Annabels ring 
Saying and fuming bushels of 
sham 
Now the Annabel crap has begun 


LR launch 
‘The launch of LR Health & Beauty 
‘Systems Philippines last Nov. 17 at the 
Big Dome was a rousing success. Its 
CHRISTMAS/ GS 


MAU Marcelo 


na, is proof that “ 
true," she insists, 

‘When she lost out to Sarah Geroni- 
mo on the talent show “Star for a 
Night" in 2003, Marcelo got so disap- 
pointed that she stopped joining co 
tests and worked as a lounge singer in. 
Singapore fora year. 

У felt it wasn't my time yer,” she 
says. 

Tour years after Singapore, she’s on. 
het way te woo the reit of Asi. 
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срїтвт may not be cool or edgy fr he do, brooding an talon was ofthe 
Artiste. A buoyant oufiook in a challenging business climate is definitely nof 
t's dismissed os naiveté, New Age mumbo-jumIbo or Some cutie positivism. But 


qual parts of confidence and smarts. 


The 20th Philippine Advertising Congress dares to hope, hat at the very least, par 
ticipants wil go home armed with more seit-bellef that it the New Order hurts o 
Cutved ball their way, they con stil hit homerun. 
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"WE ARE READY AND EXCITED.” 

Thus said lawyer Ferdinand Hernandez, 
the vice chairperson of the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) Advertising 
Congress Counterpart Committee. 

And so delegates attending the 20th 
Philippine Ad Congress "The New Order" їп 
Subic are assured of a fun and rewarding ex- 
perience at the main venue, the Subic Bay 
Exhibition and Convention Center (SBECC) 

"Our scheduled finishing touches and 


1 completion are right on time,” Hernandez 


stated. "The Ad Congress committee chairs 
do regular inspections here and 1 am proud 
to say that they are satisfied with the prepa- 
rations." 

He also revealed that “everything's in 
place", with security, traffic, and other 
amenities already beefed up. He remarks, "I 


2 am very sure the delegates will only be too 


happy to be here. Since Subic is also a tourist 
destination, we are also ensuring that they 
will have a great time going around the 
place.” 

Even with hotels, Hernandez mentioned 
that participants will have no problems with 


Я accommodations. 


“We have likewise ensured that even late 
registrants will find a place to stay in Subic. 
Horel reservations have so far been doing 
well. There are enough rooms to lodge atten- 


ў dees. Even hotels outside Subic are also well- 


prepared for the turnout," he explained. 
SBMA employees have also been informed 

and oriented about the arrival of the year's 

biggest advertising industry event. He 


added, "We stepped up our cleanliness drives 
шо” 

While expressing readiness for the Ad 
Congress, Hernandez said his group is just as 
excited to prove that choosing the SBECC as 
the venue is no fluke. 

“We hope they will want to hold future Ad 
Congresses here in Subic because we are 
pulling out all the stops to make this a re- 
sounding success.” 

A former computer parts factory, the 
venue is the Philippines’ largest convention 
and trade exhibition center, able to accom- 
modate approximately 5,000 attendees. 

The New Order unfolds on November 21 
to 24, 2007. For more inquiries, log on to 
http://www.20thadcongress-the- 
newordezcom or call the 20th PAC Secretari- 
at at 894-3076, 894-0838, or 812-5622. 


‘Delegates attending the 
20th Philippine Ad 
Congress ‘The New Order’ 
in Subic are assured of a 
fun and rewarding 
experience at the main 
venue, the Subic Bay 
Exhibition and Convention 
Center (SBECC)' 


Rest your worries on traveling to the 20" Philippine Advertising Congress with the Inquirer and 
Caltex Road Assistance Pit Stops on the road to the GVC Convention Center in Subic Industrial 
Park. Find premium support on motoring and passenger needs with a comprehensive array of pit 


stop services, which include: 


20" Philopine Advertsing Congress 


‘0th Philippina Advertising Cngress delegates only. See Road Assistance Pit Stop coupon in the Inquirer Ad Congress Invite for more details. 72 November 2007 
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“W RERK. AND EXCITED. 
said Ferdinand Hernandez 
the hairperson of the subi Bay 
Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) Advertising. 
Congress Counterpart Gommi..et 
And + delegates attending the 20th 
Philippir Ad Congress “The New Order" in 
Subice* sure? ofa fun and rewarding ex 
perien th vain venue, the Subic Bay 
Exhibitic and Convention Genter (SBECC). 
‘Our scheduled finishing touches and 
completion are right on time, Hernande 
stated. “The Ad Congress committee chairs 
do regular inspections here and 1 am proud 
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added, "We stepped up our cleanliness drives 
000; 

While expressing readiness for the Ad 
Congress, Hernandez said his group is just ав 
excited to prove that choosing the SBECC as 
the venue is no fluke. 

“We hope they will want to hold future Ad 
Congresses here in Subic because we are 
pulling out all the stops to make this a re- 
sounding success. 

^ former computer parts factory, the 
venue is the Philippines’ largest convention 
and trade exhibition center, able to accom: 
modate approximately 5,000 attendees 

The New Order unfolds on November 21 
to 24, 2007. For more inquiries, log on to 
hup; www.20thadcongress-the- 
neworder.com or call the 20th РАС Secretari 
at at 894-3076, 894-0838, or 812-5622 


‘Delegates attending the 
20th Philippine Ad 
Congress ‘The New Order’ 
in Subic are assured of a 
fun and rewarding 
experience at the main 
venue, the Subic Bay 
Exhibition and Convention 
Center (SBECC)' 
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Théy're bringing 
New Order to 
the Philippines. 


Distinguished speakers from 
around the globe share their 
knowledge on how to bring 

new order to Philippine Advertising, 


JOHN GOKONGWEI, JR. 
Chairman Emeritus 
JG Summit Holdings, Inc. 
Keynote Speaker 
NEIL GAIMAN 
Greater Talent Network 
Inspirational Speaker 
MICHELLE KRISTULA-GREEN 
President - Leo Burnett & Arc 
Asia Pacific 
4. GRAHAM KELLY 
| ` ECD -TBWA Group Singapore 
& Chief Creative Integrator, 
TBWA Asia Pacific 
WAYNE FLETCHER 
President - Sandbox, 
Universal McCann 
TAY GUAN HIN 
Regional ECD - SEA, 
JWT Singapore 
TERRY SAVAGE 
Сизаитап- International 
Advertising Festival 
AMANDA KING 
President - Tribal DDB, Asia Pacific 
* DEREK CALLOW 
Regional Marketing Manager 
Google, Southeast Asia 
MICHAEL PALACIOS 
Managing Director 
Havoc Digital Phil 
DANILO MOJICA 
heao - Smart Wireless Division & 
President of Wolfpac 
BEN COLAYCO 
COO - Level Up International 
FRITZ KOHLE 
Assistant Director 
Production Services 
Tisch. of the Arts 
POONAM KUMAR 
Regional Director Motivational 
Research TNS 
DUNCAN MORRIS. 
УР- Research & Market Devt., 
Turner Int! Asia Pacific 
MIKE AMOUR 
Charman & CEO 
Grey Group Asia Pacific 
HELEN PEMBERTON 
Director for Media Index 
A/P Nielsen Media Research 
TONY WRIGHT 
Chairman 
Lowe & Partners Worldwide 
JAMES CHADWICK 
Head of Strategy, Mindshare, 
Asia Pacific 
CHRISTOPH PROX 
СЕО ICON Added Value 
CHRIS NELSON 
Managing Director 
Philip Morris Phil. Mfg. Inc 
SANDY PRIETO-ROMUALDEZ 
President - Philippine Daily Inquirer 
LISA GOKONGWEI-CHENG 
President - Summit Media 
MARLON RIVERA 
President - Publicis Manila. 


20th Philippine Advertising Congress 
November 21 — 24, 2007 

Subic Bay Exhibition and 

Convention Center, Subic Bay 
Freeport Zone 

For registration, log-on to 
www.20thadcongress-theneworder.com 
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Gathering Dreamlings and 
Nightmares with Neil Gaiman 


NOW'S YOUR CHANCE TO MEET ONE OF 
the greatest living post-modern authors, 
Neil Gaiman. Neil Gaiman is returning to 
the Philippines this November to speak at 
the 20th Philippine Advertising Congress, 
and will also be having a special book read- 
ing just for his fans. 

Gaiman is no stranger to “The New Or- 
der" the main theme of this year’s Ad 
Congress, because it's largely because of his 
efforts that the “graphic novel” has come 
into its own as a legitimate and very popu- 
lar art form. 

Although he loved to read comics as a 
child, Gaiman's interest waned in his teens 
when he felt that he could learn nothing 
new from the medium, However, the emer- 
gence of the graphic novel in the 1970s and 
1980s inspired Gaiman to become a comic 
book writer. During the early 1980s, he 
worked as a freelance journalist and editor 
until he was able to publish his first comic 
book, “Violent Cases”, in collaboration with 
artist Dave McKean in 1987. Afterwards, 
Gaiman was invited by DC comics to do 
“Black Orchid”. The success of this initial 


endeavour led him to write his most fa- 
mous work, the seminal “Sandman” graph- 
icnovel series. 


Gaiman has won numerous awards for 
his work, particularly the esteemed World 
Fantasy Award for his "Sandman" story, "A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” -the first and 
only comics script to ever win the award. 
He also has among his numerous citations 
several Hugo and Nebula Awards, the in- 
dustry equivalent of the Academy Awards. 

Now, the acclaimed British writer behind 
the groundbreaking "Sandman" comic book 
series and best-selling novels like "American 
Gods” and “Anansi Boys" is coming back to 
the Philippines to meet his fans and talk 
about the creative tools needed to cope with 
the new world order of today's media. 

Just for Gaiman fans, the 20th Philippine 
Advertising Congress is presenting “A Gath- 
ering of Dreamlings and Nightmares" on 
Nov. 24 at 9 a.m. at the El Centro in Subic. 
Only 1,000 tickets are available for P1,500 
each, ‘including а signed “Beowulf” 
manuscript book! More of Neil Gaiman's 
books will be made available at the event 
courtesy of Fully Booked 

For inquiries, call 0915-6436040 or 751- 
8152 and look for Lucre Villaluna. 
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Gathering Dreamlings and 
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NOW'S YOUR CHANCE TO MEET ONE ОР 
the greatest living post-modern authors, 
Neil Gaiman. Neil Gaiman is returning to 
the Philippines this November to speak at 
the 20th Philippine Advertising Congress, 
and will also be having a special book read- 
ing just for his fans. 

Gaiman is no stranger to “The New Or- 
der,” the main theme of this years Ad 
Congress, because it’s largely because of his 
efforts that the "graphic novel” has come 
into its own as a legitimate and very popu- 
Jar art form. 

Although he loved to read comics as а 
child, Gaiman's interest waned in his teens 
when he felt that he could learn nothing 
new from the medium. However, the emer- 
gence ofthe graphic novel in the 1970s and 
1980s inspired Gaiman to become a comic 
book writer. During the early 19805, he 
worked as a freelance journalist and editor 
until he was able to publish his first comic 
book, "Violent Cases", in collaboration with 
artist Dave McKean in 1987. Afterwards, 
Gaiman was invited by DC comics to do 
"Black Orchid". The success of this initial 


endeavour led him to write his most fa- 
mous work, the seminal "Sandman" graph- 
ic novel series. 


Gaiman has won numerous awards for 
his work, particularly the esteemed World 
Fantasy Award for his "Sandman" story, “A 
Midsummer Nights Dream” -the first and 
only comics script to ever win the award. 
He also has among his numerous citations 
several Hugo and Nebula Awards, the in- 
dustry equivalent of the Academy Awards. 

Now, the acclaimed British writer behind 
the groundbreaking “Sandman” comic book 
series and best-selling novels like "American. 
Gods" and “Anansi Boys" is coming back to 
the Philippines to meet his fans and talk 
about the creative tools needed to cope with 
the new world order of today’s media 

Just for Gaiman fans, the 20th Philippine 
Advertising Congress is presenting “A Gath- 
ering of Dreamlings and Nightmares” on 
Nov. 24 at 9 a.m. at the El Centro in Subic. 
Only 1,000 tickets are available for P1,500 
each, including a signed "Beowulf" 
manuscript book! More of Neil Gaiman's 
books will be made available at the event 
courtesy of Fully Booked. 

For inquiries, call 0915-6436040 or 751- 
8152 and look for Lucre Villaluna. 
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NOW'S YOUR CHANCE TO MEET ONE OF 
the greatest living post-modern authors. 
Neil Gaiman, Neil Gaiman is returning to 
the Philippines this November to speak at 
the 20th Philippine Advertising Congress, 
and will also be having a special book read- 
ing just for his fans. 

Gaiman is no stranger to "The New Or 
der" the main theme of this year's Ad 
Congress, because it's largely because of his 
efforts that the “graphic novel” has come 
into its own аз а legitimate and very popu. 
jar art form. 

‘Although he loved to read comics as a 
child, Gaiman's interest waned in his teens 
when he felt that he could learn nothing й 
new from the medium. However, the emer 
gence of the graphic novel in the 1970s and 
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NOW'S YOUR CHANCE TO MEET ONE OF 
the greatest living post-modern authors, 
Neil Gaiman. Neil Gaiman is returning to 
the Philippines this November to speak at 
the 20th Philippine Advertising Congress, 
and will also be having a special book read- 
ing just for his fans. 

Gaiman is no stranger to "The New Or- 
der” the main theme of this year’s Ad 
Congress, because it’s largely because of his 
efforts that the "graphic novel" has come 
into its own as a legitimate and very popu- 
lar art form. 

Although he loved to read comics as а 
child, Gaiman's interest waned in his teens 
when he felt that he could learn nothing 
new from the medium. However, the emer- 
gence of the graphic novel in the 1970s and 
1980s inspired Gaiman to become a comic 
book writer. During the early 1980s, he 
worked as a freelance journalist and editor 
until he was able to publish his first comic 
book, “Violent Cases”, in collaboration with 
artist Dave McKean in 1987. Afterwards, 
Gaiman was invited by DC comics to do 
“Black Orchid”. The success of this initial 
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endeavour led him to write his most fa- 
mous work, the seminal "Sandman" graph- 
ic novel series. 


Gaiman has won numerous awards for 
his work, particularly the esteemed World 
Fantasy Award for his "Sandman" story, А 
Midsummer Night's Dream” -the first and 
only comics script to ever win the award. 
He also has among his numerous citations 
several Hugo and Nebula Awards, the in- 
dustry equivalent of the Academy Awards. 

Now, the acclaimed British writer behind 
the groundbreaking “Sandman” comic book 
series and best-selling novels like ‘American 
Gods" and “Anansi Boys” is coming back to 
the Philippines to meet his fans and talk 
about the creative tools needed to cope with 
the new world order of today's media. 

Just for Gaiman fans, the 20th Philippine 
‘Advertising Congress is presenting “A Gath- 
ering of Dreamlings and Nightmares” on 
Nov. 24 at 9 a.m. at the El Centro in Subic. 
Only 1,000 tickets are available for P1,500 
each, including a signed "Beowulf" 
manuscript book! More of Neil Gaiman's 
books will be made available at the event 
courtesy of Fully Booked. 

For inquiries, call 0915-6436040 or 751- 
8152 and look for Lucre Villaluna. 
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Chairman 
Advertising Board of ine Philippines 


The Word on Advertising. 
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The more you use your 
the closer you get to YO 


your SMART MONEY to earn raffle points 


е to win these exciting prizes: 


14r SMART Br subscription. 
isneylend with pocket money 


Simply use 
for a chanc 


Nokia N77. iPod To Nintendo Wë 
{4} to Hong Kong Di 


Mant! package 

Grand Prize Trip for four 

To join, earn points by using your SMART MONEY on ony of the following transactions: 
`. Airtime relood purchase 


= Bills payment 
- SMART MONEY purchase transo: 
СЕТ YOUR FREE SMART MONEY AT THE NEAREST WIRELESS CENTER NOW! 
See fiers for mors details or сой бе SMART MONEY hotine ot 15177 on your SMART cellphone or visi www smori.com.ph. 
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opens inthe east 
Teris metro area 


Taytay recently opened 

its doors to the public. Higantes, by Bishop Gabriel Reyes and Bishop Henry Sy Jr and Tessic Sy-Coson were 

giant-sized folk figures, and Emeritus of Antipolo FranciscodeLeon. also present. 
larger than life carabaos with  Theeventwas graced by top local offi- Located on а 38.525-sqm, site in 
: with iais from the area: Governor Ynares, Barangay Dolores in Taytay, it is SM 
arts and crafts inspirations Rep, jack Duavit, former Governor Re- Prime Holdings 29th Supermall, and 
greeted early morning shoppers becca Ynares, and former Vice Governor has easy access to the Manila East Road. 
at the entrance. Frisco San Juan from the province of The 92,000-sqm Supermall will serve 
‘And when SM Prime Holdings presi- Rizal; as well as Mayor Joric Gaculaand customers in Taytay, one of the 
dent Hans T. Sy and Rizal Province Соу. Vice Mayor Janet Mercado from Taytay. lakeshore towns in Rizal Province, as 
j emori Jun Ynares, inthe SM пай. The town's councilor also attended the well as nearby Antipolo City, Angono, 

; Я ЛУ tion, opened the doors to the first wave event: Reggie Mascardo, Sharon de Binangonan, and Cainta. 

Li ight, music festival to make Of shoppers, it was like а town fiestaas Leon Macabebe, Tacio Alcantara, Trece — SM City Taytay' innovative mall de- 
SAM : customers came in Groves to quickly fill DI Cayton, Diane Esguerra, and Atoy sign will make it a destination in the 
Bonifacio Global City up the mall. Valle. SM officials led by Felicidad Sy, rapidly developing area. It is composed 
‘The celebratory mood started the day SM Prime Holdings president Hans T. Sy, of two buildings connected by a bridge- 


р j j before, during SM City Taytay's bless- i 3 
th е Chri. stm as destin ati ion fore, during ity Taytays bless- SM Supermarket president Herbert Sy, way for customer convenience. A defi- 


ing, and after a concelebrated Mass led and SM Investments Corp vice chairs AZEN-LIKE/12 


THIS HOLIDAY SEASON, METRO = 5 = ттин 
Manila residents and other visitors = ааба m 
ауе the best chances of keenly ex- 
periencing the spirit of Christmas 
at Bonifacio Global City in Taguig. 
At the 240-hectare premiere busi- 
ness district, the Yuletide season 
will be celebrated in a big way 
through “Sparks of Passion”, a 
Christmas light and music festival 
running daily until Dec. 30. 

Ten-minute music programs 
synchronized with a light display 
willbe presented from 7 p.m. up to 
midnight each evening. According 
to Jun Bisnar, head of commercial 
operations of Fort Bonifacio Devel- 
opment Corp, the music and light 
show is meant to give the viewer a 
“multi-sensory, al fresco experi- 
ence" within selected locations of 
the district. 

The light and music display will 
be presented at The Fort Square, in 
front of Embassy, and at the activi- 
ty park near All Flip Flops and near 

l'TülFrdays, of Bonifacio High 
Street-the kilometer-long city cen- 
ter featuring a landscaped park 
flanked on both sides with the 
flagship stores of various retailers 
and other one-of-a-kind concepts, 
One of the rare places in Metro 
Manila with a lengthy al fresco 
strip that allows visitors to enjoy 
natural ventilation, Bonifacio 
High Street is positioned to be the 
star attraction of the “Sparks of КРЕ 
Passion" Festival 

“Because it is a relaxing place, 
it’s the best place to get into the 
Christmas spirit,” he says. “People 

to lounge outside here. We've 
added music and lights to help 
them feel the joyful mood of the 
season.” 

The engaging light and music 
display draws inspiration from the 
shows that are staged in historical 
locations in Europe and the United 
States. People don’t just go to 
these landmarks but actually ex- 
perience events there so they can 
better appreciate the place, ac- 
cording to Bisnar. “We want peo- 
ple to likewise focus on the various Р 5 à Ў Veurzteek 
locations of Bonifacio Global City,” EZ 4 Я 4 4 A4 
he says. "The show enhances the never needs 
attractions of each location.” иш 

The "Sparks of Passion" Christ- 
mas Light and Music Festival com- 
plements other activities that have 
made Bonifacio Global City a 
Christmas destination. These in- 
clude the flagship stores of Bonifa- 
cio High Street, the specialty 
stores of Serendra, and the bar- 
gain haunts of Market! Market! 
Christmas bazaars are also held 
every weekend in November and 
December at the NBC Tent featur- 
ing items with global brands that 
are made in the Philippines and 
the Streetshops at The Fort offer- 
ing fruits, fireworks and home- 
made items. 
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SHOPPING РО! 

complement your interiors can definitely 
be a problem. Mismatched colors, faux fin- 
ishes, and bulky designs make it a sore 
thumb in the interesting mix of your interi- 
ог, making you want to hide these fans 
Whenever you сап. 

То solve this problem, Kaz USA, a trusted 
healthcare and home environment prod- 
‘ucts manufacturer, has come up with Hon- 
eywell Air Circulators. Designed by an 
American Industrial Team, its round and 
streamlined design matches the modern 
motif of any home. It also has the single, 
twin, multi-pivot and tower air circulator 
designs to blow the conventional single fan 
away. The Honeywell air circulator is a fu- 
sion of trends of state-of-the-art technology 


; and innovative design, breaking the tradi- 


tional concept of a fan as a simple fanning 
instrument. Its revolutionary Turbo Force 


* "Technology enhances the oscillation of cool 


air from your air conditioner and evenly 
distributes it around your room. 

What's more, it's energy saving and envi- 
ronment-friendly. Test results of a room's 
temperature reveal that as cool air from the 
air conditioners flows downwards, a differ- 
ence of 3°C can be distinguished between 
the upper and lower parts of the room. 
However, with the use of a Honeywell air 
circulator, the temperature difference 
drops to 0.5°C in 10 minutes while tradi- 
tional fans can only drop the difference to 
1°С after 150 minutes. The faster your 
room becomes cold, the less energy you 
consume. The increased air flow also al- 
ows the air conditioning system to be used 
at lower settings to help you save money. 

Discover infinite ways to get that innova- 
tion, look, savings and style. Grab a Honey- 
well air circulator now. For more informa- 
tion, visit or call its showrooms: Shangri-La 
(631-8282), and Serendra (856-2518); MC 
Home Depot Fort Bonifacio (815-8875). It's 
also available in leading appliance, home 
improvement, and membership shopping 
stores and hypermarts. 


promo." 


With its astounding weight 
loss results, Xando Block Burn is 
now everybody's best friend. Af- 
ter all, no other dietary supple- 
ment can block out calories 
from carbohydrates, starch, and 
sugar from rice, noodles, pasta 
and bread. And because of the 
visible results, Xando users are 
even more inspired to embark 
ona healthy lifestyle. 

“Goodbye flab, hello fab 
promo” is open to all Xando 
users with a successful Xando 
weight-loss story to tell. Ad- 
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! Fabulous gifts, 
fabulous finds! 


TRUE STYLE NEED NOT BE 
expensive. It's all about the 
quality smart choices and 
unique pieces you can match to 
suit your personal taste and in- 
dividuality. 

Good news to fashionistas, 
accessory lovers and for those 
looking for great gifts this 
Christmas, Manila's best kept 
secret for fabulous finds now of- 
fers the latest trends for elegant 
and stylish pieces in very, very 
low prices. 

Where else? One can only 
find the best Christmas shop- 


2 


ter (using Xando) photos, 
name, age, address, contact 
numbers and the original tape 
receipt of a Xando Block and 
Burn product purchased from 
Sep. 1 to Dec. 31. 

Entries must be mailed to 
Perfectaire Inc, Unit 3A City 
Center Building, Ortigas Av- 
enue, Greenhills, San Juan. 
Deadline for submission is 
Dec.31. 

The panel of judges is com- 
posed of representatives from 
Xando marketing group and 
Mega magazine. Entries will 
be judged based on the editori- 
al content (60 percent) and 
the sender's overall appeal be- 
fore and after taking Xando 
Block and Burn (40 percent). 
The lucky winner will win а 
three-day/two-night trip to 


ping experience in Tutuban 
Night Market. 

From 7:30 p.m. to 12 mid- 
night, shoppers can take their 
sweet time visiting each stall 
which offers the finest designs 
of accessories in the market 
before it reaches the more ex- 
pensive shopping malls. Pick a 
gift for your best friend, your 
mom, your loved ones or for 
yourself! In Tutuban, you do 
not only get the best products 
with the best bargains, it al- 
lows you to be the trendsetter 
that you really are. 


Tell us your Xando story 
and win a trip to HK 


ARE YOU ONE OF THE SUC- 
cessful Xando Block and Burn 
users? Did you recently say 
goodbye to flab and are you cur- 
rently sporting the fab look? If 
you are, then tell us your story! 
Join Xando and Mega maga- 
zine’s “Goodbye flab, hello fab 


Hong Kong for two (package 


dress your letter to Xando and 
focus on how the dietary sup- 
plement helped you achieve 
your ideal weight. The letter 
should be submitted together 


covers airfare, hotel accom- 
modation and $1,000 pocket 
money), Xando gift products, 
a one-year Mega magazine 
subscription and a makeover 


2008 issue. 

Non-winners are qualified to join the raf- 
fie promo on Dec. 10 at the Perfectaire head 
office. Prizes include iPod Nanos, Nokia 
6070s, Xando gift packs and Mega maga- 


with a full body before and af- 


and pictorial feature for its Feb 


Yule-go-wild! A Village Christmas Bazaar 


THE YUPANGCO EXHIBITS AND SHOWS IN COOPERA- 
tion with Zoobic Foundation (Save A Cub Program) 
‘would like to invite you this holiday season to come and 
join the biggest beyond seasons... beyond extraordi- 
nary... Yuletide treat! "Yule-go-wild! A Village Christ- 
mas Bazaar” slated on Dec, 14, 15 and 16, from 10 a.m 
to 10 p.m. at Venue Hall, Makati Avenue, Makati City. A 
3-day event that will highlight over 200 concessionaires. 
and exhibitors, with state-of-the-art Fashion Boulevard, 


Entertainment Plaza, Village Market, Motor Alley, Animal 
Park and colorful fireworks display, amazing animal 
rides for the young and old, live performances from 
prominent recording artists, musical chorale and а child- 
friendly petting тоо, guests will surely be pampered to 
experience a vivacious kind of entertainment. For in- 
quires, please call the project secretariat of "Yule-go- 
wild! A Village Christmas Bazaar” at tel. nos. 899-9808, 
899-9828, 899-9824, 899-9818. 


zine subscriptions. 
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THE ‘VILLAGE SATCHEL’ 

Cole Haan’s Village Soft Triple Zip Satchel in 
gunmetal with artisan hand-stitched details. 
Leather covered and satin nickel hardware 
on black and polished brass hardware on. 
luggage; antique brass on gray. 8” shoulder 
straps. Triple compartment design. Zip 
closures. Canvas lining. Interior zip, cell and 
PDA pockets. Cole Haan boutiques are 
located at the Rockwell Power Plant, 
Glorietta 4 and Shangri-La Mall 


Tower Book House mini fair 

IN ANTICIPATION OF THE CHRISTMAS 
season, Tower Book House Is holding a mini- 
book fair of Filipiniana books ongoing untif 
Dec. 31 at Windsor Tower, 163 Legaspi 
Street, Makati City. Among the books that: _ 
shall be sold at discounted prices are: “ТАВ. ; 
Ilocos Heritage"; “Cultural Icons of the Philip- 
pines"; “The Barong Tagalog: The Millennium 
Edition”; “Churches of Pangasinan”; “The 
Heart Has Its Reasons”; “Grace and Magic.” 
For inquiries, call 815-4938 or 8156925. 


GET YOUR KIDS GEARED UP WITH 
uniquely designed fashionable clothés ‘as 
they enjoy the fun activities offered during 
the Christmas season. 

Made from high quality and child-friend- 
ly materials, these clothes will surely keep 
your babies warm throughout the winter- 
like Holiday celebrations in our tropical 
country. 

Whether it’s for your new born baby or 
for your fast growing toddler, these clótli 
ofall sizes, colors, styles and designs áre.ex-- 
clusively available at GMA Network's Noel 
Discovery Bazaar and Christmas Shop Expo 
from Nov. 21 to 25 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Most importantly, feel the true Christmas 
spirit as bazaar proceeds from fashion auc- 
tions will help the beneficiaries of GMA Ka- 
puso Foundation’s Give-A-Gift Alay sa 
Batang Pinoy, the Bantayog ng mga Bayani 
Foundation and the Associate Missionaries 
of Assumption Foundation. 

This event is made possible by GMA Net- 
work, Seair, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Cen- 
trex, ОТУ Sunday Inquirer Magazine, For- 
eign Post, Summit Media, Barangay LS FM, 
Max 103.5, Wave 89.1, Jam 88.3, Inquir- 
ernet, Clickthecitycom and femalenet- 
woik.com. 

The event will benefit the projects of 
GMA Kapuso, Bantayog ng mga Bayani and 
Associate Missionaries of the Assumption 
Foundation. For inquiries, Cut Unlimited 


nite departure from the usual box mall design, it 
has color blocks on its facade, and a series of glass 
panels that offer a scenic view along the bridge- 
way. 

There is something Zen-like and minimalist 
about the mall's interiors, with Japanese wood- 
block prints serving as the design handle for the 
mall's graphics. The Food Court has a trellis design 
їп its ceilings and Japanese lantern ceiling lights; 
while the cinema has a series of red, yellow, blue, 
and purple panels with minimalist graphics. There 
are playful touches that enhance the mall's serene 
mood-louvers look outside to a blue wall so shop- 
pers feel they are looking out in the sky. 

Building A has the SM Department Store 47 


as its major anchor, along with other mainstays, 
the SM Appliance Center and the Surplus Shop. It 
has a National Bookstore outlet, as well as fashion 
boutiques like Folded and Hung, Kamiseta, Bench, 
Oxygen, Penshoppe, Arrow, Mossimo, Von Dutch, 
Shapes, Gingersnaps, Mint Boutique, Genevieve, 
Tribal, and Dickies. Foodies will have a wonderful 
food trip with well-loved fast-food outlets like Ме- 
Donald’s and Dairy Queen to restaurants like Max, 
Dimsum, and Dumpling Tea Bar, Pizza Hut, French 
Baker, Tokyo Tokyo, Bacolod Chicken Inasal, and 
Cabalen. 

Building B will have the SM Hypermarket as its 


SHARING honors with the ribbon cutting ceremony are (from left) Gov. Junjun Ynares, Rep. COLORFUL carabaos brought a folksy feeling to the opening. 
Jack Duavit, SM Prime Holdings president Hans Sy, Bishop Gabriel Reyes, Bishop Emeritus 
Francisco de Leon, Felicidad Sy, SM Supermarket president for marketing Herbert Sy, Taytay 
Mayor George Gacula and Vice Mayor Janet Mercado. 


t 


may be reached through 687-0654, 687- 
3292 or e-mail noelbazaars@gmail.com. 


‚ A Zen-like mall opens in the east metro area 


major retail anchor, together with ACE hardware 
and three state-of-the-art cinemas are also be lo- 
cated in the area. Major fast-food chains like Jol- 
libee, Chowking, Greenwich, and Red Ribbon, as 
well as the restaurant Floring's provide the eating 
out fun. Telecommunications and computer stores 
will also be found here. 

SM City Taytay will also have health and beauty 
stores, optical stores, jewelry stores, sports shop 
and shoe stores, as well as service outlets. To fur- 
ther serve its customers, it has a breastfeeding sta- 
tion, handicap-friendly facilities, and 608 slots for 
parking. 

SM City Taytay's design team 
consists of Jose Siao Ling and 
Associates, architect of record; 
DA Abcede and Associates, pro- 
ject manager, and New Golden 
City Builders and Development 
Corp, general associates, DSGN 
Associates is the mall designer. 


4% 


SHOWN are (left) Gov. Rebecca. 
Ynares and SM Investment Corp. 
vice chair Henry Sy Jr. 
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Grlo’s: La vera pizza 


iiN PHILIPPINES, IF ONE AFTER 
doitheir early Christmas shopping 
crdor true pizza like the ancients made 

“it flat, unleavened bread cooked in 
гай wood fired ovens, dazzled with dif- 

2 fertoppings, one thinks only of la vera 

Т plahe true pizza-Carlo's Pizza. 

12 "femal Baguio, Carlo's is thriving at 

= Gafohn Hay and SM City. In Metro Mani- 
das just a few minutes drive from the 
hef the city, at BF Homes and Moonwalk 
‘Vilin Parafiaque and at SM Mall of Asia. 
‘Ard 50 kms south of the capital, it has а 
brain scenic Tagaytay. 


Da the traditional way 

Tid its marble-topped counters, the 
cren their smart white chef uniforms, 
whip dough the traditional way using 
‘extirgin olive oil to give their pizza such 
агата taste distinct to Carlo's Pizza. 

7e are 17 pizza varieties to choose 
frosure to raise eye brows in Naples, 
whtis believed there are only two kinds: 
thezgherita, named after their queen, re- 
semg the Italian flag with mozzarella, 
basd pomodoro tomatoes, and the Mari- 
пар named because this was what the 
fishen ate when they returned home 
froreir fishing trips in the Bay of Naples. 

"lpecial Capriccioso has almost every- 
thim it: pepperoni, salameti, ham, Ital- 
iarisage, bacon and vegetables. For those 
advirous palates, there is the Double 
Резо different flavors in one pizza. Er- 
go; can have half Abruzzi (meat lovers 
piziand half Sardinia (sardines with 
blaslives) and enjoy the best of both 
wot 

P in 11 varieties and soups (mush- 
roond seafood tomato) also simmer in 
CarPizza's kitchen: sicondi (second dish- 
es): salmon steak and buffalo wings 
(chin), and dolci (desserts) like panna 
cottalzone with three great filling choic- 
-ésshade like mama mia's. 


Pond peasant 
Tin priest Father Paulo О. Pirlo, of the 
„Sorf Holy Mary Immaculate, recounts 


Ature stars 
nodel Ducks 


DE. SALLE-ZOBEL CAMPUS CUTIES 
Crisimulla, Mark Golden and Ateneo's 
Ginchavez and Victor Anastacio recently 
jointhe roster of Ducks Unlimited mod- 
els. е always look for fresh models, and 


how the pizza has evolved from a humble 
food for the poor to tide them over winter 
when food was scarce, to a special treat the 
whole year round, befitting the most cele- 
brated poet. 

“At first, the aristocracy balked at the idea 
of eating peasant food, but now, everyone in 
Italy considers it a treat,” he explains. “In 
fact, my family in Genoa constructed a brick 
oven in our backyard to make our own piz- 
22," he laughs, showing a picture taken dur- 
ing his last sojourn to his birthplace. 


That's Amore! 

‘The European bistro ambiance of the 
place is such a welcome delight after a hard 
day's grind at the office. There is a choice of 
dining in the warmth of the tastefully deco- 
rated interior or al fresco, where one can see 
the world passing by. 

One look at the huge oven that dominates 
the place, wafting the aroma of incompara- 
ble crust with a crisp exterior and tender in- 
terior, the tangy scent of aged cheese that 
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melts їп the mouth and the burst of flavors 
emanating from the succulent toppings of 
meat, veggies and spices and one is ready to 
sing a la Dean Martin: “When the moon hits 
your eye like a big pizza pie, that's amore!” 
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GLORIA Ramos and Rommel Acosta, 
franchisees of Carlo's Pizza at SM Mall of Asia 


AT THE Tagaytay branch 
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theyend with our image, which is that 
pose, wholesome and productive atti- 
tudéDucks publicist Shane Ayo Gunting Energizer 2 
saidcently. Conservative, durable, and E 
clasthese have been just some of the ad- Bon 
jecti attributed to the brand. 

Se of today's big male stars and bas- 
ketb players like William Thio, Baron 
Geis Dominic Ochoa, Sunday Salvacion, 
Jose Yeo, JC Intal, Martin Quimson, 
Ralrüivera, Ryan Arana, Jeffrey Chan, 
Jongillanueva and other big stars have 
modd for Ducks. "They were still new 
thendiscovered Derek Ramsay, William 
‘Thionas Villanueva, and others. I had a 
strosense that they would soon become 
big ss,” Gunting proudly said. 

‘Dis Unlimited has shops in SM Pam- 
pansSM City-San Lazaro, all Robinsons 
Mall SM Marilao, SM Centerpoint, 
Shoyille Greenhills, Festival Mall, Land- 
marlakati, Landmark-Trinoma, Century 
Parlsheraton Hotel, Ali-Mall-Cubao, 
Crosg Department store-Shangri-La 
Malind other selected malls in Metro 
Man 
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ECEVEZ AND ANASTACIO 


The shape 
of Christmas 
to Come 


‘THERE'S NOTHING LIKE AN ARRAY OF 
sumptuous treats to celebrate the holidays: 
creamy chocolates, frostings in every flavor, 
and candy sprinkles in rainbow colors, 
-which can excite the appetite and entice the 
palate. You don't need to wait for Santa to 
fill your Christmas socks with delectable 
goodies to satisfy your sweet tooth. Just 
head to the nearest Hot Loops branch and 
treat yourself to a bite or two of their 
Christmas donuts. 

Fancy a snowman? Try Snow Boy, a 
chocolate-filled snowman-shaped donut 
covered in white chocolate frosting topped 
with cookie bits. Chocolate drizzles bring 
out his eyes and smile, while strawberry 
dots button up his shirt. Have a ball with 
Pasko-de-Bola, a chocolate-filled round 
donut covered in merry red frosting and 
decorated with green drizzle and white 
dots. Make your sweet wishes come true 
with Star Loops, chocolate-filled star- 
shaped donuts topped with yellow frosting. 
Chocolate drizzle makes the stars grin, 


69 
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Less fat this 
Christmas 


CAN YOU ENJOY MOUTH-WATERING 
hamon this holiday season not worrying 
about the fats you'll be taking in? Can you 
indulge yourself with all those tempting 
holiday treats that are passed around the 
table? You have two choices: enjoy the holi- 
day treats and regret it,or abstain and 
crave to death. 

Fortunately, there is another option-enjoy 
the holiday treats with no regrets! 

The Innogen Pharma Group recently re- 
leased an innovative version of Orlistat, call- 
ing it Lesofat. It carries a tagline “Less Fat 
with Lesofat”. The product reduces body fat 
by decreasing the amount of fat absorbed 
and increasing the amount of fat passed 
through the body. 

"Lesofat uses pellets or spheroids inside a 
capsule that become more dispersible upon 
intake,” Innogen Patient Care director Dr. 
Helen Florentino explains. “Innogen, being 
the pioneers of Pelletech in the Philippines, 
have used the technology platform to ensure 
uniform distribution of the drug in the food 
eaten, causing more fat to be blocked. It is a 
definite advantage compared with other 
brands of Orlistat.” 

“InnoGen Pharma Group ensures that 
there is added value in every product that 
they do. With Lesofat, technology is added 
but is not passed on to the cost,” as Dr. Flo- 
rentino explains. 

"Lesofat blocks fat from getting absorbed 
into the body by inhibiting an enzyme called 
pancreatic lipase,” Florentino adds. “In com- 
bination with a healthy low-fat diet and ex- 
ercise, it can help in the treatment of obesity 
because it helps individuals lose and main- 
tain their body weight.” 

“The medication is not meant to replace 
but to complement a healthy lifestyle that 
includes exercise and a healthy diet," Flo- 
rentino stresses. 

Orlistat (Lesofat) is recommended for in- 
dividuals with a Body Mass Index of 27.5. 
Filipinos with a BMI of 27.5 are at high risk 
of developing health problems. 

Overweight and obesity are defined as ab- 
normal or excessive fat accumulation that 
may impair health. Body mass index-or BMI- 
is a simple index of weight-for-height that is 
commonly used in classifying overweight 
and obesity. WHO defines “overweight” as a 
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"a The perfect holiday gift for nw 
сү moms (and moms to be) 
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while red and green dots make them shine. 

Looking for the perfect tree to usher їп 
the holidays? Grab a Christmas Treet, a 
tree-shaped donut filled with chocolate 
goodness and topped with green frosting. 
Candy sprinkles in every color ornament 
the tree. Top your Christmas tree with San- 
ta's Star, a chocolate-filled star donut cov- 
ered in red frost. Each end is dotted with 
white and green, adding delicious sparkle 
to the star. Ring in the festive season with 
Loopy Bell, a chocolate-filled bell-shaped 
donut covered in yellow frost. White choco- 
ate dots and colored candy sprinkles deco- 
rate the delicious bell. 

Hot Loops Christmas donuts make the 
festive celebration more fun and exciting. 
Its variety of shapes, colors, and flavors will 
bring smiles to kids from 1 to 92. Check out 
Hot Loops outlets in selected Robinsons Su- 
permarkets and Robinsons Malls, as well as 
all Ministop Convenience Stores. Hot Loops 
shops are also located in key areas in Metro 
Manila. Hot Loops Donuts are available for 
dealership. For more information, please 
call (02) 672-2331/2349 or 0922-819- 
5642/ 0922-819-5668. 


LOOK UP TO URBAN 


ATHLETIC CULTURE 

GBX Oberon pushes the urban athletic. 
culture further levels up with its new, edgy 
shoe lines. The GBX new styles are made of 
contemporary materials such as waxy suede. 
and tank canvas that come in unconventional 
designs and color combinations-youthful, 
even bordering on non-conformity! 


Бак ol. 

MOCHA CHRISTMAS BLENDS 
Want to enjoy your Christmas the Mocha 
Blends way? Enjoy the various flavors of 
Mocha Blends, hot or cold, this Christmas 
season just the way you like it. You can while. 
away the time and enjoy the cold weather 
while sipping a hot cup of Mocha Blends or be 
on the go with your favorite drink in its cold 
version. Our Mocha Butterscotch Drinks in 
Dark, White or Caramel blended drinks are 
available in hot cups for that long afternoons 
spent catching up with friends during the 
Christmas rush. But if you're looking fora 
way to cool down after your weekly 
marathon Christmas shopping, then cold 
drinks are the way to go to pep up your. 
Christmas spirits. Christmas is always the 
time for get-togethers and long chitchats, so. 
why not head on to Mocha Blends and make 
your time really worthwhile? 


CHRISTMAS IS JUST AROUND THE COR- 
ner, and already people are on the lookout 
great gifts for family and friends. For those 
with new or expecting mothers on their list 
of people to give gifts to, it can be pretty 
frustrating to look for that perfect present: 
should you give the usual baby clothes set, 
or rattle set, or booties and cap set? 

‘This Christmas, why not give them a gift 
that can make baby care truly easy and has- 
sle-free for them? The Avent Express Electric 
Steam Sterilizer Starter Set, from leading in- 
fant feeding brand Avent, has most of the ba- 
sic items needed for feeding their baby and 
more, making it the perfect gift for parents. 

‘This starter set's main feature is the 
Avent Express Electric Steam Sterilizer, 
which provides a safe, fast, and easy way to 
sterilize breast and bottle feeding equip- 
ment. The Avent Express uses the hospital 
method to sterilize baby feeding items in 
approximately 8 minutes. Moms and dad 
can just put water and switch on the steril- 
izer, and the appropriate heat of the steam 
will rapidly kill all the harmful bacteria in 
the bottles which may cause tummy upsets 
in newborn babies. With this sterilizer, 
there's no need to put any sterilizing solu- 
tion, or nor will it leave a nasty after-taste 
огзтей on your baby's feeding items. 

The Avent Express was specially de- 


signed to hold other Avent 
products like the Isis breast 
pump and big enough to accom- 
modate six breast milk contain- 
ers. The inner rack can also be 
transformed into a dishwasher 
basket for small items like 
breast pump parts. 

The Avent Express Electric 
Steam Sterilizer Starter Set also 
includes newborn soothers, a 
bottle brush, tongs and measur- 
ing cup – making it a complete 
and ultra useful gift. 

The Avent range also features 
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other products for рар and 
babies every need, idinig 
Еш cue and fed eg 
breast pumps and (орз. 
And because it carries Aveit 
пате, gift-givers ar&ured 
that they are giving tHloved 
ones only the highesality 
baby care products. 

Avent is available де in- 
fant section of leadintpart- 
ment Stores, specialitores 
and Hypermarkets nalwide. 
То know more about A; visit 
www.avent.com. : 


Ziller RealSound: Rockin!“ 
the videoke industry 


HANDS DOWN, ZILLER REAL- 
Sound Portable Box Videoke (TKR 
300) is the hottest videoke product 
to enter the market. One of Real- 
Sound's unprecedented features is 
its specially modified МРЗ for 
videoke use called "Real Sound". 
Now you can sing with: back-up 
singers, second voice, orchestra ac- 
companiment, and real string in- 
struments. And yes, it also does 
away with that all too familiar Midi 
sound-delivering better sound qual- 
ity for your listening pleasure. 

Its music library contains 1,550 
built-in songs (1,273 English and 
277 OPM songs). Here you'll find 
songs popularized by artists like 
PussyCatDolls, Sugababes, Kelly 
Clarkson, Black Eyed Peas, Fanta- 
sia, Puff Daddy, Paris Hilton, Ashlee 
and Jessica Simpson, Matt Monroe, 
Tony Bennett, The Beatles, Rolling 
Stones, Bamboo, M.YM.P True 
Faith, Sampaguita, Itchy Worms, 
Lemons & Oranges, Eraserheads, 
Parokya ni Edgar, Introvoys, Apo 
Hiking Society, VST & Company, 
Rivermaya, Nina, Lea Salonga, 
Odette Quesada, Gary Valenciano, 
Side A, Aegis, South Border, Regine 
Velasquez, Basil Valdez, Noel Ca- 


bangon, Put3ska, Kitchie Nadal, 
Ogie Alcasid, бСубе Mind, 
Freestyle, and a host of others. 
Moreover, you can now personal- 
ize your background images to suit 
any occasion, like anniversaries, 
weddings, birthdays or gradua- 
tions, etc. lts easy-to-change pic- 
ture background allows users to up- 
load up to 100 of their favorite pic- 
tures/images through its USB port. 
Enjoy hassle-free song search 
with the microphone's alpha-nu- 
meric key pad. Just key in the 
info and you'll be able 
find your songs, by 
artist, by song title, by 
lyrics, and by song 
number, without the 
use of a songbook. 
Ziller — RealSound 
makes it the perfect 
gift to give this sea- 
son. And what better 
time to buy a unit 
than now! Take ad- 
vantage of its "Grand 
November Birit Pro- 
mo", here you get to 
save as much as 
P2,800. Таке your 
pick of any of the 


ne. 


following promo packs: 100 + 
Duet Mic + OPM songck + 
Memory Pack; TKR 300 +2¢Mic 
+ OPM song pack, TKR 30 OPM 
song pack + Memory Paaist to 
name a few of its package rings. 

Ziller RealSound is pufac- 
tured by TJ Media Со LtdKorea. 
and exclusively distributec Real- 
Sound Corp. For more їпбабоп, 
call 336-0198, 366-9410 dg on 
to wwwrealsoundvideoken. 


THE HOT LIGHT IS ON IN TRINOMA 

Krispy Kreme, America's most-loved doughnut, opens its 
4th store at the Trinoma theater level, Trinoma Май in 
North Edsa, Quezon City, with (from left) Carlo Fajardo, 
senior marketing manager, Krispy Kreme Philippines; Ed 
Sta. Ana, commissary manager, Krispy Kreme 
Philippines; Grace Lanada, restaurant general manager, 
Krispy Kreme Greenhills; Ronnie Esteban, general 


manager, KK Trinoma. Enjoy more of Krispy Kre's 
‘world-famous original glazed, assorted doughnu 
varieties, and Hot Signature Coffee at other Kris 
Kreme branches located at Bonifacio High StresM- 
Megamall, the first doughnut drive-through at tl 
Greenhills Shopping Center, and opening soon, t 
Trinoma lobby factory store. 


BMI equal to or more than 25, and "obesity" 
asa BMI equal to or more than 30. 

Lesofat must be consumed right before or 
within an hour of consuming a meal. "After 
the drug is taken, approximately 30 percent 
of the unabsorbed fat passes through the in- 
testines and expelled from the body. Only fat 
is blocked,” Florentino explains. 

Protein and carbohydrates and most vita- 
mins and minerals, with the exception of fat- 
soluble vitamins, are absorbed. 

Positive side effects include lowering 
blood pressure, improvements in LDL-C 
(bad cholesterol) and slight improvements 
of cholesterol levels altogether. This could 
be attributed to greater increase in weight 
loss. 

If the holiday season means your healthy 
eating habits and resolve get thrown out the 
window, take heart. With Lesofat, it’s still 
possible to indulge in Christmas goodies 
without piling on the pounds. 


Celebrating the Liberty Luncheon Meat excitemer! 


EVERY TIME WE DO OUR GROCERY = perience that may not always be equat- 
shopping and we pass by the canned ей to being "expensive". With their en- 
or processed meat section, for sure we uy in the luncheon meat category, 
cant miss out on sausage there are no socio-economic barriers to 


ч 

Eee e "ning Libery lundi 
ould probably count as one of the т luncheon meat 
i di et irm breakfast to lunch, тепеп- 
dinner and midnight snack. Either 


favorites. Thanks to the various adver- 
En r4 cooked or straight from the can, Liberty 
ed by major players in the industry ir straight from the сап, 
Flowever this may not be the sole de- funcheon has thar disinc taste, per- 
termining factor ifthe product can sus- fectly blending with rice or roll, or with 
tain йз marker following. We may you favorite side dishes and jüces Or 
have to check on the taste, price, quali- - it have chopped ino bis and see 
ty versatility -overall appeal of the . how your fried rice, soup, pizza, 
spaghetti or any huncheon-meat ala 
‘combo turns into a mega recipe! Think- 


product. And speaking of versatiliy 
thi s probably where our "discriminar: a thing for it, thereis always a thrillin do- 

‘Out of ing of take-outs? Too busy to do lengthy 

food tions? Get on the Liberty- 


ing choice” gets to apply Specially for us ing extraor ordinary; be 

Filipinos, our passion for the extraordi- й resh or canned, raw or frozen. 

тагу exciting, adventurous food wip- . Libery Luncheon Meat offers an af- Luncheon. Meatogo! For sure youd 

ping, cooking and tasting is never соп. fordable yet quality choice for meat still wantitas fresh tasting as possible. 

promised. Re-invention is probably akey lovers. Aimed at giving the public a Freshness of the product is a must, es- 

element, Either we do food preparation better choice when it comes to fray when these are canned prodi 
Tiber Luncheon mear has longer shelf- 
life, so there is зв of a problem on stack 


ing up in your food cabinets. Imanu- 
facturing process for everjiberty 
canned product undergoes rj strict 
testing and control. Hie 

"The Libery luncheon meexcite- 
ment perks up with the Christnpeason 
Фаз just around the comer! jar tar 
even be nicer than having yaNoche 
Buena complete with Liberty Icheon 
Meat along with the choicedishes? 
‘Share the excitement with all y loved 
ones! Its like having more thp.cele- 
bration as you get to do msand- 
matches with your Liberty jcheon 
Meat. And yes! You can Rb your 
Christmas baskets with all белу 
уалапз and give them as yospecial 
Chrismas gift i 

Liberty Luncheon is made apble at 
all Robinson's supermarkets, regold 
Chain Stores, Makro, Super Тала. 
mark, Cash and Carry Isetannhimart 
and all leading supermarkeaetion- 
wide 


fhr smali ог hig aceasions, asimple recipe mear. specifically luncheon meats. It is 
feat Lamy ot fiends. or even pst having wanting to offer the publig an eating ex 
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Special PROJECT 


How to prepare for a private 
Christmas party 


THIS CHRISTMAS, SPENDING THE EVENING WITH 
friends is a great way to deepen friendships. Cooking for 
them is a priceless gesture that they will all appreciate. 
Spread the holiday warmth and Christmas cheer by prepar- 
inga scrumptious and charming dinner party and you show 
you value them by the effort and care you put in. But, don't 
Tet the menu planning and house cleaning intimidate you. 
‘With some tips and basic planning from celebrity chef Tris- 
tan Encamacion, Sunnex guarantees that you and your 
guests will have a very merry Christmas indeed! 

"Plan the number of guests. A small dinner party for four 
is the best way to start. You can increase the number once 
you master the flair of being hostess / chef extraordinaire, 

Set a date that's convenient for you and your guests. 


leaning, and cooking schedule ahead of time. Shop for all 
you need in one weekend and be sure to have a list of things 
to purchase; from ingredients, to table napkins, to house 
cleaning materials. 

Relax and enjoy. Remember, this is a night of fun and 
love. There's no point in having a party if you or your guests 
cannot enjoy each other's company Just sit back and bask in 
the wonderful conversations and the greatest friendships. 

Preparation is key. But being armed with the right 
equipment will make sure that you get your cooking done 
‘on time, and most importantly, come out tasting as you have 
envisioned. Sunnex provides the quality cookware you need 
to make sure that these holiday dinners, remain a tradition. 

Made of only high-grade stainless steel, the Tristan Chef's 


GIVE THE GIFT OF GREAT HAIR FOR CHRISTMAS 
Christmas is just around the 

corner. Still thinking of the perfect 

gift to give your daughter, sister, 

and best friend? No need to search 

‘endlessly in the тай going in 

circles until your feet turn blue 

from all the walking. Finding the 

right gift for the loved ones need 

not be a painful experience. Here's 

a great idea: Why not gift her with 

great hair all year long? Goody 

Philippines Inc, the number one 

premium hair accessory in the 

country has put together special.) 4 
gift packs that even moms can. CN OM 


really appreciate and use. The Christmas Goody Gift Set contains everything a girl needs 
t's the perfect gift. It's 
„ Not only does it keep hair in place all day long, it won't strain the budgets as 


from the high-quality hair brushes to claw clips and foam sprayers. 
practical t 


‘Make sure your 
their calendar. C 


+ prepare your menu and your cleaning 


е Йал the menu and the theme. Your dishes should al- 


ests will have time to mark the date оп 
them a week before to confirm, and text 
to remind them three days in advance. Give enough time to 


з well. Each gift set is worth only P450. Why not give the great women in your life gifts that 
ааа аза eden she can use everyday? She'll love the brushes and the foam rollers, and will swoon with 
mcd Боот таа оС. delight over the cute Ponytailer lower. The Christmas Goody Gift Setisa great way toshow ` 
Ede рет te Biesen Wi Summer cooking for her that you care for her well-being, and that great hair can be had all year round. She'll 
Seis and family during die holidays i а great way to squeal with delight as soon as she sees her Stayput Ponytailer that comes inal gift sets. It’s 


Says make sense, and compliment one another In the show them that you love them. Its sharing your life with the Christmas gift she'll always remember and have in her bag. These special goodies are 


` mood for Italian? How about a traditional Pinoy Christmas 


fare? Research is still best. Or ask 
‘would like to have instead. Remember, drinks 
and dessert should also match the menu. 

Set the ambiance. So you have your menu. 
and your theme. Its best to start thinking about 
‘what kind of ambiance to have during your 
dinner Traditional cozy or whimsical? Holiday 
fairyland or elegance? Decorate as cost-effec- 
tively as possible, and don't buy things that you 
cant use again. 

Prepare a battle plan. Plan your shopping, 


THE MUCH AWAITED GE ANNUAL CLASS B 
warehouse sale is now even better, with cur- 
rently 2 locations to gratify those holiday 
shopping needs. Avail of discounts of up to 
50 percent off among the on hand display 
units. Offered are Class B units, which are 
100 percent working but were either used as 
display units, with minor scratches or simply 
units without boxes. 1st stop is the GE Ware- 
house Sale at the MC Home Depot Fort Boni- 
facio. Enjoy a wide selection of all-GE refrig- 
erators from single doors, 2-door direct соо! 
refs to stainless steel refs and even side by 
side refrigerators. Open daily from 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Next shopping destination is at GE Ap- 
pllances' Main office at 103 Mercedes Av- 
enue, Barangay San Miguel, Pasig City, open 
from Mon.-Sat. from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Have 
the privilege of being one of the first to pick 
from a variety of refrigerators, upright and 
chest freezers, air conditioners, washing ma- 
chines, water dispensers, microwave ovens, 
built-in hobs, built-in ovens, rangehoods, and 
gas/electric ranges. To make it more exciting, 
the sale is also joined by other participating 
world-class brands like Ariston by Indesit, 
Fabriano, Daewoo, Kenwood, Remington, 
Babyliss, Alcatel, Uniden, Brother, Canon, 
Honeywell and Vicks which offers cordless 
and corded phones, air circulators, person- 
al/health care products, and the list goes on. 
So drop by and get the best deals out of your 
bonuses this season and usher the coming 
year with the latest home appliances at amaz- 
ing prices from your most trusted brand GE. 
The sale will run until December 31, 2008. 
For more information, call GE Appliances’ 
showroom at MG Home Depot Fort Bonifacio 
(815-8875). 


Delicious delights 
from Acer 


IFYOU WANT TO ENJOY SOMETHING 
délectable and delightful this December, 
trust Acer to bring a wonderful sensation 
that will truly astound your senses. 

For this year's Yuletide season, be one of 
the most enviable corporate recipients of a 
rare treat courtesy of Acer, one of the 
world’s top computer manufacturers, as 
they bring smiles and joy to their cus- 
tomers’ hearts and minds, via the Acer Holi- 
day Treat promo for corporate purchasers 
of Acer's commercial products 

Get to relish a sumptuous feast of good- 
ies with a Marks and Spencer Christmas gift 
basket by simply buying five Acer commer- 
cial products, whether commercial note- 
books, desktops, projectors or a combina- 
tion of three products at any Acer Elite Part- 
ner or corporate reseller starting Oct. 15 up 
to Dec. 15 only. 

All buyers have to do is to buy a total of S 
Асет commercial units like the PC desktop, 
notebook, projector or a combination of the 
three from any Acer Elite Partner like Ad- 
vance Solutions Inc, Columbia Technolo- 
gies Inc, Creative Technologies Inc or Zen- 
shin Systems Corp and enjoy their very own 
Christmas Gift basket of two variants by 
Marks and Spencer. End-user purchases 
made via Acer's other corporate resellers 
are also qualified for the promo 

To get their Marks and Spencer Christ- 
mas gift basket, corporate end-users need 
to simply submit the Purchase Order as 
proof of purchase, corporate resellers in- 
voice or original receipt, plus a copy of any 
valid ID of the representative who will 
claim the gift basket, and fax to 815-4940 
care of Acer Marketing Department. 

То claim the special gift basker, just go to 
the Acer (Phil) Inc head office located at 
Unit 3401 PBCom Tower, Ayala Ave. corner 
Rufino St Makati City For more details 
about the Acer Holiday Treat promo, visit 
wwnwacer.com,ph 


ur friends what they cheer. Merry Christmas from Sunnex! 


them in the best possible way, and spreading the Christmas available from November to January only, in selected Robinsons Department Stores in 


Макан, Lipa, Festival, Metro East, Galleria, Imus, Ermita and Cagayan de Oro. 


GE 
Appliances 


Modronoi win сове exposed 


Introducing GE CustomStyle™, side-by-side refs 
that's big on size and style and huge on function. 


Fitting perfectly on most kitchen interiors without sacrificing 

an inch of its huge, 25 cu. ft. capacity, its counter-depth styling 
blends almost seamlessly with surrounding cabinetry. Now you can 
achieve that built-in look of most moder kitchens, without the extra 
cost of renovation. 


What's тоге, it has Climotekeeper2™ System, а technology that 
provides exceptional food preservation by using two evaporators 
instead of one. Now, your vegetables stay garden-fresh and frozen 
foods are kept frozen longer. 


Give your kitchen the elegance it deserves. Experience the big 
difference with GE CustomStyle refs. Extra lorge never 
looked this good. 


| 
Bri 


liant. 
Beautiful. 
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 Avalatie at leading appliance stores nationwide. Offi Distributor: CYA Industries, Inc. #103 Mercedes Avenue, Brgy. San Моа, Pasig City Showrooms: Shangri-La (02) 831-8282 
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Oil hits $99/barrel on supply 
worries; dollar plumbs 


website: wwwcinquirer.net. 


US has ‘secret bases’ in RP, 
says Thai think tank 


NEWS / А2 


-hitting Burma 
By Norman Bordadora 


SINGAPORE (VIA PLDT)—PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday cut short 
her scheduled five-day stay here after 
creating a stir as the only one among the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
leaders to warn of the nonratification of 
Asean's historic charter if Burma (Myan- 
mar) failed to free prodemocracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

“I return to the Philippines one day 

x GMA RUSHES: A6 


| 


AMOTORCYCLIST negotiates a flooded road in. 
Barangay Tagaytay, Сатай, Albay, on Wednesday. At the 
backdrop is the world famous Mayon Volcano. 


Thanksgiving dinner 
ala Pinoy 
LIFESTYLE / C2 


Albay folk on storm path 
ordered to flee homes 


By Inquirer Southern Luzon 
and Jerome Aning 
LUGGING ALONG KITCHENWARE AND 
huge plastic bags with pillows, blankets 
and clothes, people from at least three vil- 
lages of Camalig town in Albay yesterday 
boarded Army trucks to seek refuge in an 
elementary school and a barangay halla 
kilometer away. 

anavas 


NO ESUS ORBETAINQUIRER SOUTHERN LUZON: 


Magnate tied to cash gifts 


But port operator denies claims by Lacson 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


A-JOINT SENATE INQUIRY IS LOOKING AT A 
reported P500-million cash disbursement by the 
Department of Budget Management intended for 
businessman Reghis M. Romero as the possible 
source of the cash gifts distributed to governors in 
Malacafiang last month. 


Romero: Smokey 
Mountain builder, 
kidnap victim 


REGHIS ROMERO II IS THE 
chair and founder of R-II 
Builders Inc., the construction 
company that signed a deal 
with the government in 1993 to 
build low-cost housing for resi- 
dents of the Smokey Mountain 
dump in Manila. 

In 2004, former Solicitor 
General Frank Chavez, charg- 
ing irregularities, asked the. 
Supreme Court to declare the 

ROMERO/ AB 


But senators came out of the 
hearing with more questions 
than answers on the cash gifts, 
conceding that the funds could 
have come from other banks 
aside from Bank of Commerce 
whose wrappers were found on 
the P500,000 received by Pam- 
panga Gov. Eddie Panlilio. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson, citing 
unnamed DBM informants, re- 
vealed that the handouts could 
have been part of the P500 mil- 
lion disbursed through the 
Housing and Land Use Regula- 
tory Board (HLURB) 

The amount was deposited 
in Romero's account suppos- 
edly at the Bank of Com- 

PORT MAGNATE/AB 


Palace seeks resumption 
of WB road loans to RP 


By Christine О. Avendaño surance was made after the De- 
partment of Budget and Man- 
agement (DBM) and the World 
Bank agreed to adopt Philip- 
pine laws governing procure- 
ment in implementing Phase 2 
of the National Road Improve- 
ment and Management Pro- 
gram (NRIMP) as a “safeguard” 
against corruption. 


MALACANANG HAS BEEN AS- 
sured by the World Bank repre- 
sentative that she would push 
for the resumption of delibera- 
tions on the $232-million loan 
intended for Philippine road 
projects, Budget Secretary 
Rolando Andaya said yesterday. 


According to Andaya, the as- PALACE/ AS 


FRESH OFF THE PLANE 


Philippine Advertising Congress in S 


in from San Francisco, John Gokongwei Jr, 
chair emeritus of JG Summit Holdings Inc., delivers the keynote speech at the 20th 
The congress, which gathers advertising, 
marketing and media practitioners, opened yesterday with 3,300 delegates in 
attendance at the Subic Bay Exhibition and Convention Center. 


EUGENEARANETA 


PNP: Ex-mayor admits role in plot to kill Akbar 


MEMBERS of the Manila bomb squad inspect an explosive device 
after defusing it at the Quirino Grandstand, Luneta, М: 


a 


By Alcuin Papa 


AFORMER MAYOR HAS CONFESSED PAR- 
ticipation in a plot to assassinate Rep. Wa- 
hab Akbar at the Sulô Hotel, but police are 
still trying to determine if he was directly 
involved in the Nov. 13 bombing at the 
Batasan complex that killed the Basilan 
congressman. 

Director Geary Barias of the National 
Capital Region Police Office said former 
Mayor Hajarun Jamiri of Tuburan, Basilan, 
had told investigators he helped plan a 
bomb attack to kill Akbar on Oct. 23 at the 
hotel in Quezon City. 

"Akbar did not show up at the hotel, so 
the plan of assassinating him did not mate- 
rialize,” Barias said. 


Jamiri, who helped the military negoti- 
ate the release of kidnapped Italian priest 
Giancarlo Bossi in June, is a known enemy 
of Akbar, a former member of Abu Sayyaf 
who later helped in the US-backed antiter- 
ror campaign against the group. 

А motorcycle that was to be used in the 
Suló Hotel plot was taken by Jamiri near 
Pepe's Inn in San Andres and the bomb іс 
was loaded with was taken to a house on 
Avella Street near Leveriza in Malate, said 
Supt. Joaquin Alva of the Criminal Investi- 
gation and Detection Group (CIDG). 

‘Akbar, 47, and three others were killed in 
the Batasan bombing, whose mastermind 
remained unknown. Twelve others were 
wounded, including two congressmen. 


PNP:EX-MAYOR/ A8 


Rights body 

to shield Asean 
from foreign 
meddling 


SINGAPORE—A HUMAN RIGHTS BODY 
to be set up by Southeast Asian nations 
should not intervene in domestic human 
rights issues such as the current crisis in 
Burma (Myanmar), but instead protect 
countries from foreign meddling, accord- 
ing to confidential recommendations by 
the region’s diplomats. 

The recommendations, which were 
made in a report seen by The Associated 
Press on Wednesday, confirmed that the hu- 
man rights agency would be a toothless 
body with no power to rein in flagrant vio- 
lators such as Burma. 

The report was commissioned by the Asso- 

RIGHTS/ A9 


Dutch judge 
closes murder 
probe of Joma 


AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS—A DUTCH 
judge on Wednesday closed the murder in- 
vestigation of exiled former Philippine com- 
munist leader Jose Maria Sison, citing lack 
of evidence against him. 

Although the decision deals a heavy blow 
to the prosecution, national prosecutor's of- 
fice spokesperson Wim de Bruin said that 
the file on Sison was not yet closed and that 
it may still attempt to indict him in the next 
two months. 

Sison, 68, was arrested in August and 

DUTCH|UDGE/ Ав 


It pays to count, says 
study on pedometer 


CHICAGO—PEO- 
ple who use a pe- 
dometer to mea- 
sure how far they 
walk lose more 
weight, exercise 
more and have 
lower blood pres- 
sure than those. 
who do not, according to US re- 
searchers. 

Ir was not clear from the study, the 
first to review most previously pub- 
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US has 'secret КЕ; in RP 


Think tank tags 
Mactan, Clark, Subic, 
GenSan as ‘lily pads’ 


THE UNITED STATES IS MAINTAINING “SECRET 
bases” in the Philippines, and the primary target 


Save MA R | і 0 U І 2 : 1 of this military presence is China, not the Abu 


5 Sayyaf extremist group, according to a special re- 
Migrante Intl po by a Bangkok-based international think 


The bases are listed in the US domestic opposition to US mili 
Overseas Basing Commission as tary presence in many places 
"cooperative security locations” around the world, it said. 
(CSIs), anew category of offshore Тһе report also documented 
US military bases, said the report how and why the US has been 
launched in Manila yesterday by re-establishing its presence in 
the Focus on the Global South, a the Philippines. 
policy research organization based  Eschewing the usual explana- 
È SU atthe Chulalongkom University in tion that US troops are in the 
: У Thailand, with county offices in Philippines to help hunt down 
12 17 E j d the Philippines and India. terrorists, the report instead 10- 
ARI d i A The report, titled “At the Door cates US military actions within 
lied x = КА е of All the East: The Philippines the larger context of the US 
RANARIO: Pleading for daughter's life in United States Military Strate- global objectives and strategy. 
gy" said the US Overseas Basing ^ Citing official US documents 


Commission, a body created by and examining US actions over 
ASIA INTERNATIONAL Pa pleads CC хош 
AUCTIONEERS. INC ongoing realignment of US mil- fied China as the real target of 

ESI Jy . 


Оран чач 


itary presence around the the US attempts to gain access 


"s > world, lists the Philippines as хо the Philippines. 
Your Best Source of Quality Machines in Asia for doomed Voce iacente tie “м ЫС TB шыу 


US has been developingiCSLs. strategy is to prevent the rise of 
eg ТЕМЕН y? DAV ые Auction | ; à арраи 
| m al Mactan, Subic, Clark, status. China has been explicitly 


Though the goverment has and officially identified by the 
neither acknowledged nor identi- US as this potential rival and 
NOVEMBER 21, 22; 23 & 24, 2007 Eom а злата fied the locations of these bases in has since moved to encircle it 


h Mindanao the Philippines, the report suggest- with US military presence in the 
VARIOUS LONG ARM EXCAVATOR] | 19177 Mindan edthatonesuchCSLisinMactan. various countries surrounding 


Other possible leads offered for і," the report said. 
those with the capacity to probe 
the issue further include the Subic Long-term threat 
Bay and Clark free ports and the While terrorists may be a 
General Santos airport. concern to US security, China is 
The repor’s launch date was seen as posing the greater long- 
timed to coincide with the 15th term threat that drives US mili- 
anniversary of the withdrawal of tary strategy and actions. 
US troops from their bases in the “Explaining LIS dites 
x Philippines on Nov. 24, 1992. ence in the Philippines as driven 
fer лоза Ме А Sm ton the ic T weal билбе Кыйры gov Dy the Ара Saral Кабета 
а азаны S mag, еттеп has neither announced and misleading,” the report said, 
John and 11year.oid Roselle, all hoping #5 decision to allow the opening of It cited a series of pronounce- 
that they would эш! see their mother alive. ~ these CSLs nor has it revealed ments by US President George 
ee sa oraraa where these bases are located. Bush and other top officials cit- 
According to the report, the їп China asa "threat" to the US 
2003. She was found guilty of stabbing о Perragon categorizes Сз as US move to redeploy more of its 
Mubarak on Jan 11,2005, Sheclaimedeho Military installations that arenom- troops from Europe to Asia to 
suffered months of unfair labor practices, italy owned by host governments support its contention. 
maltreatment and abuse. Lawyers said she Dutaretobe provided forthe Unit- Tt said the US construction of 
он signs of miasa uen ей States’ use when needed. They military bases in Central Asia, 
TF the conviction is upheld, Marilou wi “Wd most likely be run and із efforts to deepen its military 
behanged. £ maintained by host-nation person- alliances with Japan, Korea, 
nel or even private contractors. Thailand, the Philippines, and 
$ - Final verdict. ‘They are useful for prepositioning тоге recently, India, were all 
2001 KOMATSU WA3805| f6-KOMATSUGDM5A2]| Nong Saryo, as her father is known in 10889087 support or as venues for done with China in mind. 
рой, зай joint operations with host mili- In the Philippines, the report cit- 
[2- OFFROAD DUMP TRUCKS 19-SELF-LOADING TRUCKS зое bos, said ne ned cea te ed these forms of US military pres- 
х way from Surigao del Sur to find out ће 806. нар os (rd ede 
status of his daughters appeal of the death «ју pads? CEA кы "US mit 
sentence before the Kuwaiti supreme court. v n lenging ed 
When he went to the Departmentof Foreign  CSLS are also called “Шу tary—the increasing number of 
Asics (DEA) on Now 13, mein ‘informed that Pads” intended to allow the US. joint military exercises; the indefi- 
терага down ofthe Male hea boxe To hop from their larger bases to "йе stationing ofa unit of US Spe- 
e XE Dene ini D. their destinations rapidly when cial Forces in the southern Philip- 
“The DFA did not give me exact details оп 105581), said the report, the pines; the securing of an access 
Е cT There didnoteven тезш: of five years of research, agreement assuring logistics and 
15020. тсн ола aim iy ie d final verdict was interviews and monitoring. other services to the US military; 
TOW "ra n 3 moved; Rosario pointed out, lamenting that he , "ith their low profile, they and the Баара otario kiada of 
e eden an а areenvisionednortoamractthe infastucure faciltaing US mili- 
Не also made the plea to Vice Preciient Kindofattention thathas fueled mary mobiliy Cynthia D. Balana 
Noli de Castro, DFA Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo, and Ambassador Ricardo Endaya to 
help save Marilou. WHAT’S INSIDE 
The Vice President, he said, had earlier been 
quoted as saying there was a big chance Mar- 
йош could be released because relatives of he [3 THUMBS LOPEZ GROUP 
victim were ready to accept "blood money" and h 
issue their "forgiveness" up for Rene wins PNOC-EDC 
Marilou, the fourth child in a brood of . H "n 
10, went to Kuwait right after she finished Saguisag bidding 
her education degree at the Northeastern 
Mindanao Colleges (Nemco). /A3 /A4 
Raffy John said he hopes President Ar- 
royo and Vice President De Castro will hear mo Б 
ei call and help bis mothe E WHY DON'T E ERAP 
Nong Saryo said he visited Marilou in a 


Kuwait jail last year, through the help of YOU just for President 
former Governor Robert Ace Barbers. She Google? again? 


appeared to be not her usual self. 
"She seemed aloof and out of her mind,” he 
said. Instead of hugging him, she just smiled Atong told 
and seemed so "distant according to Nong 
Sarvo. Witha report by Jerome Aning 
d 


THE FATHER OF MARILOU RANARIO, AN 
covérseas domestic on death row in Kuwait 
for killing her employer, yesterday pleaded 
with President Macapagal-Arroyo for more 
help to save his daughter from execution 
with the final verdict only five days away. 

“I am appealing to the President, as а 
parent, to do everything to bring back Mar- 
ilou by Christmas,” Rosario Ranario, 64, a 


Marilou, 35, went to work in Kuwait in 
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smuggled onions Yhumbs up for Rene Saguisag 


from China seized 


By Margaux С. Ortiz ing/JCS 


International 


Freight Services Inc, and 


CLOSE TO P40 MILLION 
worth of omions smuggled 
from China were гесепЧу 
seized by the Bureau of Cus- 
toms at the Port of Manila. 

Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales yesterday 
said the 29 containers of 
smuggled onions had not 
been covered by any import 
permit from the Department. 
of Agriculture. 

He said that the onions 
were consigned to Oriental 
Fresh Connection, Philippine 
Container Lines, Marvis Trad- 


Customs 


Tuason ex 


not issued 

for onions 

this year. 
“We 


and cheap 
the market. 


have a 
watch on onion smuggling,” 
Morales said, 
that the local producers of 
onions suffer when imported 


Alpine Giga Enterprises. 


Intelligence and 


Investigation Service (CIIS) 
Director for Intelligence Dino 


plained that the 


Agriculture department has 


any import permit 
since February of 


tightened 


pointing out 


ег products flood 


Grab on-the-go 


ByD] Yap 


LAWYER RENE SAGUISAG HAS SHOWN 
more signs he is on his way to recovery, 
looking his most animated in days and smi 
ing more often, his doctors said yesterday. 

Days after three medical procedures were 
performed on him following the Nov. 8 road ac- 
ident that killed his wife Dulce, the former 
senators condition has greatly improved, said 
Dr: Eric Nubla, who visited Saguisag in the in- 
tensive care unit of the hospital. 

"He's much better today. He's very ani- 
mated—the most animated I have seen him 
зо far,” said Nubla, the chief of the Makati 
Medical Center's patient relations office. 

“When I asked him how he was, he gave 
me the thumbs-up sign,” the doctor told re- 
porters in the hospital lobby. 

Оп Monday, three medical procedures 
were performed on Saguisag, including a 
tracheostomy, which brought him back on 

respirator support 
after he experienced 
difficulty breathing 
on his own. 


meals at Jollibee 


Ever craved food while on the road, 
been stuck in traffic past meal time, or 
always rushing to work and had no time 
to prepare your lunch? Now it's easier 
to enjoy the ride to or from the office as 
the leading fast-food chain makes sat- 
isfying food more easily available. 
Coming soon to many Jollibee stores 
near you are drive-through services 
that will make filing up on delicious 
treats faster and more convenient. 

Already with the most drive-through 
windows in the country, Jollibee ex- 
pands to serve even more busy mo- 
torists craving for premium burgers, 

„fried chicken, cold drinks, desserts, 
and other Jollibee favorites. Get lang- 
HT 


SAGUISAG 


The other procedures involved the re- 
placement of the chest tube that drained 
fluids from his left lung and the insertion of 
a caval filter to remove the blood clots in his 
lower extremities. 

Nubla said Saguisag, using hand signals, 
asked him when he could be moved to a 
regular room. "I just told him 'soon," he 
said. He told reporters he could not give a 


hap-sarap food without leaving your car 
as Jollibee begins drive-through ser- 
vices in Loyola Heights, Quezon City, 
C5 Northbound, Taguig City, Viramall 
Sucat, Alabang, Muntinlupa City, Olon- 
gapo, North Expressway, Balagtas Bu- 
lacan by the end of the year and in in- 
tramuros, Manila, Batasan Hills, QC, 
Macapagal Blvd, Pasay City, Ortigas, 
Pasig Marcos Highway early 2008. 

Now there's even less need to step 
out of your car if you want delicious, 
quality meals or snacks on-the-go, 
wherever you are. Just look for the bill- 
boards, banners, and other newly- 
erected signs to point you to the near- 
est Jollibee drive-through. 


definite date. 

He said the weaning process from the 
ventilator also started yesterday morning 
so that Saguisag could eventually be taken 
off respirator support. 

“He tolerated it actually... He has com- 
plained Jess about pain” from his cracked 
ribs, Nubla said. 

“His color was good, and he was smiling a 
lot this morning... He seemed very alive and 
very eager to get on with his life,” he added. 

Saguisag's driver, Felipe Calvario, on the 
other hand, started bedside physiotherapy 
also yesterday, the doctor said. 

The doctor explained that the rehabilita- 
tion was to ensure that Calvario's body, par- 
ticularly his muscles, would be in good con- 
dition once he regained full consciousness. 

"It will be gradual. On the first day he 
will do basic exercises. It will be passive, or 
the physiotherapist will be doing it for 
him," Nubla said in an earlier interview. 

Dr. Victor Alvarez, the neurosurgeon 
looking into Saguisag’s and Calvario's cas- 
es, had said the driver “moves, and opens 
his eyes but he doesn't recognize people.” 


Over 100 BPI Express Banking Centers nationwide 
to serve you even after office hours and on weekends. 


+ Open a Deposit Account and get your ATM card in 20 minutes^ 
+ Apply for a BPI Express Credit Card, Auto or Housing Loan 
+ Get а BPI Express Cash Card while you wait + Enrol in Bills Payment 
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MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 
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Notat Marie France! 


"| used to be really slim, I never thought I'd end up getting fat. But during my first 
pregnancy, | had this notion that | could spoil myself because І was ‘eating for two." 501 
лдей up gaining а drastic amount of weight! | tried diets, pills and even resorted to liposuction! 
But my weight just fluctuated; | gained, lost, only їо gain again. | felt hopeless. Then after 
my second pregnancy, | tried Marie France. 
(Fot Mobilization System) can eliminate fot ond speed up metabolism even while at rest. A 
single session can even burn up to 2,000 calories in only 25 minutes! 1 was about 181 Ibs. 
when | first соте to Marie France. Now, l'm already 148 Ibs...ond still continuing to lose!" 


No weightloss mission is impossible with the Fat Mobilization System. Call Marie France 


today for а FREE consultation! 


BUY 1 TAKE 1 on Fat-Burning FMS 


upon enrollment from November 19-24, 2007 only 


And wow, was | amazed! 


Aiko Melendez 
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STUMPING in Navotas and Malabon, Estrada greets well-wishers from an open truck. 


Erap for President again? 


By Nancy Carvajal 


OUSTED PRESIDENT JOSEPH ES- 
trada, who was granted a presi- 
dential pardon soon after being 
convicted for plunder and sen- 
тепсей to 40 years in prison, has 
hinted he might be open to run- 
ning for President in 2010. 

“I would be forced to run if the 
opposition will not unite, and if 
the people would really want me,” 
he told reporters during a visit to 
Navotas and Malabon yesterday. 

Estrada was interviewed during 
the birthday celebration of one of 
his most ardent supporters, 
Navotas Mayor Toby Tiangco. 

Initially, he said he had no inter- 
est in running for public office 
anymore and would just support. 
an opposition candidate. 

He mentioned Senate President. 
Manny Villan senators Loren 
Legarda, Panfilo Lacson, Manuel 
Roxas and Francis Escudero as 
possible strong opposition con- 
tenders for the presidency in 2010. 

Residents lined the streets, 
waiting to geta glimpse of Estrada. 
who rode in a six-wheeler truck as 
he went around the streets of 
Navotas and Malabon. 

People held up his presidential 


portrait and homemade placards, 
indicating that the former movie 
actor has not lost his popularity 
among the poor even after being 
ousted in the second people pow- 
eruprising in 2001. 

Estrada told the crowd his foray 
was his way of showing his grati- 
tude for their unwavering support 
during his arrest and incarcera- 
Чоп and not a preparation for a 
run for the presidency in 2010. 

Last September, the Sandigan- 
bayan found Estrada guilty of 
plunder for amassing P545 million 
in bribes from the illegal numbers 
game, jueteng, and for collecting 
P189 million in commissions from 
Belle Corp. shares after he ordered 
the two state-run pension funds to 
buy the shares of the company. 

Scarcely a month later, howev- 
ег, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
extended an executive clemency 
to the convicted plunderer, citing 
among other reasons the fact that 
he had reached 70 years old. 

‘Although the pardon restored 
Estrada's civil and political rights, 
the pardon document was pref- 
aced by a statement that Estrada 
had promised he would no longer 
seek public office. The pardon also 
did not cover the court's order for- 


feiting Estrada's ill-gotten assets. 

Estrada's wife, Loi Ejercito, who 
accompanied her husband to his 
sorties yesterday said that “as usu- 
al” she would support him in his 
plans if he should decide to гип. 

Estrada who has been making 
the rounds of his bailiwicks since 
the pardon insists that he was not. 
prohibited from running for pub- 
lic office. 

“I wanted to bring my case to 
the people and tell them that 
whatever mistake I have commit- 
ted in my governance, corruption 
is not one of them,” he said in a 
speech following the oath-taking 
of elected barangay officials. 

Estrada reiterated that he was 
not guilty of plunder and would 
not be there facing his supporters 
ifhe had stolen public funds. 

Wearing his trademark wrist- 
band with the presidential seal, he. 
also revived the allegations of 
cheating in the 2004 presidential 
elections, which his friend Fernan- 
do Poe Jr. lost to Ms Arroyo. 

He said Poe suffered the same 
fate as hé and Sen. Loren Legarda. 

“Sen. Loren should be the presi- 
dent now when FPJ died after 
they were cheated, ” he told the 
crowd in Filipino. 


APOLOGY 


Engine Zone Enterprises hereby apologize to 
FUJI HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD. of Japan and 
SOLANDA ENTERPRISES, INC. for selling multi- 
purpose engines, pumps and/or generators 
which turned out to be unauthorized copies 


of 
engines, 


the genuine 
pumps 


ROBIN 


and generators. 


multi-purpose 
We 


acknowledge that our acts may be in 
violation of the Intellectual Property Code 


(R.A. 8293). 


We acknowledge the ownership of FUJI 
HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD. of the trademark 
ROBIN and will continue to respect the 
intellectual property right of FUJI HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES, LTD. of Japan and the industrial 
rights of SOLANDA ENTERPRISES, INC. 


Engine Zone Enterprises 
639-B Evangelista Street, Quiapo, Manila 
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Lopez group wins 
PNOC-EDC bidding 


Abigail L. Ho 


RED VULCAN HOLDINGS CORP, A CONSOR- 
tium led by the Lopezes First Gen Corp., has 
won the bidding for the government's remain- 
ing stake in PNOC Energy Development Corp. 
(PNOC-EDO), effectively giving it a control- 
ling stake in the country's largest geothermal 
energy producer. 

During yesterday's submission of final 
technical and financial bids, the Red Vulcan 
group bested three other consortia with a bid 
price of P58.5 billion, or P9.75 per share. 

The group's bid was more than P13 billion 
higher than the P45.08-billion floor price that 
the government set for the PNOC-EDC stake. 

Apart from Red Vulcan, which also had 
Spalmare Holdings BV and Prime Terracota 
Holdings Corp. as members, only the con- 


sortium led by Filinvest Development Corp. 
(FDC), FDC Geo-Energy, was able to meet 
the government-set reserve price, 

The FDC-International Power Masinloc 
Holdings Inc. consortium was a far second, 
with a bid of P48.5 billion. 

The two other prequalified bidders, 
Aboitiz Power Corp. company AP Renew- 
ables and the San Miguel Energy Corp.-led 
Panasia Energy Holdings Inc., both bid low- 
er than the P45.08-billion floor price. 

Panasia Energy placed a bid of P39 bil- 
lion, while AP Renewables put in a bid of al- 
most P33.2 billion. 

їп an interview following the announcement 
ofthe winning bidder, First Gen chief finance offi- 
cer Francis Giles Puno said the win was very 
strategic for the company, as it aimed to further 
expand its foothold in the countrys energy sector. 


Nativity scene stars GMA, Erap 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—WITH CHRISTMAS JUST 
around the corner, a Cebuano businessman 
has decided to use the nativity scene to 
send a message across: Put and end corrup- 
tion in government. 

The message is contained in a giant nativity 
scene that uses the faces of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo as Virgin Mary and former President 
Joseph Estrada as Joseph, which Businessman 
Vic Alvarez placed outside his New Cinema The- 
ater along Colon Street іп downtown Cebu City. 

“(I came up with this nativity scene), so 
both (Arroyo and Estrada) would veer away 
from corruption. They should realize that 
they are the father and the mother of our na- 
tion,” said the 59-year-old moviehouse own- 
er from Barangay Bulacao. 

Alvarez said he wanted to declare his wish 
for better governance when he decided to 
put up the giant nativity scene made of 
tarpaulin at the upper portion of the facade 
of the building where his theater is located 


Corrections 


IN THE NOV 21 ISSUE, A FRONTPAGE 
story—Prison break to combat climate 
change" misstated that a group of pris- 
oners will be getting out of jail to plant 
trees at the Arroceros Forest Park in Mani- 
| ta. Tapped to plant trees at the forest park 
are probationers, parolees and par- 
donees—all of whom are out of jail. The 
same story also camied an erroneous 
breaker. The breaker should have read 
“Part of rehab program'—not "Part of 
what program." 


Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing to the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Makati City, fex Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
adress: daydesk inquirer com ph 
| "Complaints about lack of fairness or objec- 
tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
ers advocate, e-mail address: readersadvo- 
cate@inquirercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47- 
93/94, Atm: Readers Advocate. Her phone 


number is 897-8808 Local 342. 


Tue Daily 
GOSPEL 


Thursday, November 22, 2007 
33rd Week in Ordinary Time 
Cecilia 
Ist Reading: 1Mac2:15-29 
Gospel: Luke 19:41-44 

‘When Jesus had come in sight of the city he 
wept over it and said, “If only today you knew 
the ways of peace! But now your eyes are held 
from seeing. Yet days will come upon you 
when your enemies will surround you with 
barricades and shut you in and press on you 
from every side. And they will dash you to the 
ground and your children with you, and leave. 
not a stone within you, for you did not recog- 
nize the time and the visitation of your God.” 
Commentary 

Matiathias and his sons, as leaders in the 
community, are urged to disobey so that the peo- 
ple will follow and so that they will be friends of 
the king, given bribes and will eventually be- 
come rich. But he refuses. And he kills someone. 
who breaks the covenant and he also kills the 
messenger of the king. This is not faithfulness, 
but political/religious war/revolt: It may be 
zeal, but it is misplaced. To preserve his life, he 
{lees into the desert along with his sons and sev- 
eral others. This is the earlier covenant, ancient 


harsh and brutal powers. But it is not anything 
like Jesus response to such violence (the Romans 
occupying Israel throughout his lifetime). Jesus, 
the prophet and the obedient servant of God, 
weeps over the city of Jerusalem who slaughters 
the prophets (much like the twisted zeal of those. 
who chink that killing their enemies makes them 
acceptable to God). The result will be destruction 
and more killing. Those who belong to God in Je- 
sus must weep and mourn but not harm айуопе 
else no matter what happens in history. 


‘Garetian Publications Inc. 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil 
lage, Diliman, Quezon City, UP РО. Box 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon City; Tel.: 921-3984; Fox: 921-7429; 
E-mail: ci@clarev org: Websites: http://www bible. 
dartog (Carcion Publications) & 
Бар wesclorssphlipinesorg (Coreian Mis 


history with primitive responses to equally | 


Alvarez recalled that before the Presi- 
dential elections in 2004, he also placed а 
huge tarpaulin featuring the faces of the 
then presidential contenders—Ms Arroyo, 
Senator Panfilo Lacson, business tycoon 
Eduardo "Danding" Cojuangco, the late 
senator Raul Roco and the late movie icon 
Fernando Poe Jr—in Santa Claus attires. 

President Arroyo's administration has been 
rocked with several alleged anomalies such as 
alleged bribes in the National Broadcasting 
Network (NBN) deal, and the giving of cash 
baskets to local government officials. Estrada, 
on the other hand, was convicted for plunder 
but later was granted a presidential pardon. 

Alvarez said he made his unique nativity 
scene so that "the national officials will re- 
alize how their constituents, including the 
small businessmen, were suffering." 

With Arroyo and Estrada together, Al- 
vvarez said, he also hoped for areal reconcil- 
iation in the country and an end to squab- 
bling among the leaders. У 

The scene drew mixed reactions. from 
pedestrians: From amusement to anger. 


Palace shrugs 
off slay-plot 
on JDV, son 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE ALLEGED ASSASSINATION PLOT 
against Speaker Jose de Venecia and his son 
is not being taken seriously by Malacafiang. 

At a press conference, Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita and Cabinet Secretary 
Ricardo Saludo said nobody had come out 
to corroborate the claim of the De Venecia 
camp that Transportation Secretary Lean- 
dro Mendoza and two other officials want- 
ed to assassinate the father and son. 

“We have to leave it at that. No witness 
has come forward to say that they have per- 
sonal knowledge on the threat on the mem- 
bers of the family of the speaker. Now, we 
don't know anything,” said Ermita. 

Ermita could not confirm the claim of 
lawyer Raul Lambino, counsel for the elder 
De Venecia, that Speaker had indeed told 
Ms Arroyo about it, saying 

“I have no personal knowledge if indeed 
Attorney Lambino has spoken to the Presi- 
dent about it." 

Saludo, on the other hand, for his part, de- 
scribed Lambino's testimony on Tuesday in 
the Senate of the alleged threat as “hearsay” 

“In court, this is not given much weight,” 
he said. 

Ermita, however, said Malacaüang 
would agree to augment the Speaker's se- 
curity detail but only if he would ask for it. 
So far, he said, De Venecia had not request- 
ей additional security. 

Malacafiang will not also volunteer to 
help an ally in distress. 

“The Speaker as leader of the House of 
Representatives is quite capable of being 
able to handle the case leveled against him 
їп the Ethics Committee. 1 don’t suppose 
there is a need for any such action. What do 
you do with an ally?” said Ermita, 

Enmita said the Palace was confident that 
the Speaker “will be able to cope with that 
particular problem.” 


UST Law reunion 


‘THE UNIVERSITY OF SANTO Tomas Law 
Alumni Foundation Inc. will celebrate the 
273rd anniversary of the Faculty of Civil Law 
on Nov. 24 at Dusit Hotel in Makati City. 

This year's theme being “Balik USTe, Ba- 
lik Saya, Balik Tanaw,” all UST law gradu- 
ates are invited to take part in the yearly 
alumni reunion. 

The homecoming will start promptly at 6 
pm. with a Jubilee Mass. Deserving alumni 
will be awarded and given citations, followed 
by the presentations of the jubilarians (gold- 
1957, emerald-1962, ruby-1967, coral-1972, 
peari-1977, silver-1982 and tín-1997). . 

Prizes will also be given away during the 
night of music and dancing. For inquiries, 
call Belen at 631 2801 oro 4L 2852 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


IF CHARLIE “ATONG” ANG IS NOT 
allowed їр leave the country, he 
might end up going to “Google Earth” 
instead of personally going to Cambo- 
dia, where a three-month-old lottery 
consultancy job is awaiting him. 

Appearing before the court yester- 
day, Ang appealed to the Sandigan- 
bayan Special Division to let him go 
to Cambodia for a week. He said the 
job required him to personally inspect 
the site and observe how the compa- 
ny was running its lottery game so he 
could draw up a good design to perk 
up the business. 

Ang, deposed president Joseph 
Estrada's former gambling consultant 
and coaccused in the plunder charge, 
received a job off 
888 Corporation, a company that op- 
erates a lottery in Cambodia. 

fering Ang the job, the compa- 


ny cited his expertise in the numbers 
game. 

Bur two months ago, the S, 
Division turned down Ап req 
for a weeklong travel pass pointing 
out that he, a probationer, might 
abandon the jurisdiction of the court. 


Paying off debts 
His lawyers, Ruth Castelo and Alfre- 
do Villamor, filed a motion for recon- 
sideration, saying Ang needed to be 
employed so he could pay off debts. 
The court had imposed a P25-million 
penalty on him after he pleaded guilty 
to a lesser offense in the plunder case. 
of deposed President Joseph Estrada. 
“Is there really a need for you to go 
there? Why just not log on to Google 
Earth so you could come up with the 
ted Associate Justice 
uz Jt which drew 


Villaruz was referring to 


2 movie tickets: PHP320 


popcorn and drinks: PHP260 


proving nice guys get the » 


globe program accessed through the In- 
ternet which provides 3D overviews of 
cities, mountains and other terrain, local 
businesses, driving directions and maps. 
The digital program even shows the 
shadows of people, street signs, the col- 
ors of houses and cars obtained from 
satellite imagery and aerial photography 
Villaruz also reminded Ang that 
was not different from other convicts 
in the New Bilibid Prison in Muntinlu- 
pa City. “The only difference is you 
are serving jail time outside,” he said. 
Ang was placed under two-year 
probation in May, two months after 
his conviction for indirect bribery. 
Presiding Justice Teresita Leonar- 
do-De Castro also asked Ang if he 
could just ask the company officials to 
come over to the Philippines instead 
of him going to Cambodia. 
“He needs to go there for a one-time 
meeting with the executives an 
after that, their [dealings] 


there are some things money can't buy. for everything else FA 4 


—— 


ai 


t 


done through a teleconference, your 
honors,” Villamor informed the court. 
The prosecution posed no objection 
to Ang's request and there was a lot of 
court banter about the possibility of 
prosecutors tagging along with Ang to 
learn the secrets of lottery. This elicited 
much laughter from court observers. 


‘Two-year probation 

“We are not against his travel to Cam- 
bodia but we stand by our previous 
opinion that the duration of the trip 
would not be included in the computa- 
tion of his two-year probation,” said 
Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-gnacio. 

To assure that he would not go into 
hiding once in Cambodia, Ang also 
said he would post a P500,000 travel 


bond upon the advise of Castelo. The Ẹ 


justices took note of his manifestation. 

“But we still have to deliberate 
among the three of us if we will 
[grant your request],” said De Castro. 


Introducing MasterCard PayPass 


Our new, innovative, Tap & Go payment system offers you a faster, easier way to 


make purchases. It works like a regular MasterCard and you speed past cashiers 
with a simple tap. MasterCard PayPass is accepted at fast food chains, coffee shops 


and movie theaters. 
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| The St. Francis Shangri-La Place? 
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j The St. Francis Shangri-La Place: 
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i of the integrated 
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and is linked to the 
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shopping choices, 
entertainment venues, and 


dining options. 


i construction 
‘is in full swing with 


turnover scheduled for the J 


634-8080 
or 634-8111 


Or visit our showrooms at Level 1, 
‘Shangri-La Plaza Mall 
EDSA corner Shaw Boulevard, 
Mandaluyong City 
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Palace seeks resumption of WB road loans to RP 


From pagel 


A Reuters report, however, 
said the World Bank would not 
resume loans to fund the con- 
struction of Philippine roads 
until it completed investiga- 
tions of reports of bid rigging in 
NRIMP Phase 1. 

The report quoted World 
‘Bank spokesperson Peter 
Stephens as saying: “Our posi- 

. tion remains as it was, which is 
‘that we want this project to go 
ahead but it has to go ahead in 
the right way and at the right 
time. 

"The president of the World 
Bank has been explicit in saying 
that it won't go back to the 
board until there has been a re- 
view of the anticorruption as- 
pects of it to make sure that the 
lessons and the findings of the 
investigations are fully taken in- 
toaccount. 

“We certainly want this pro- 
ject to go ahead, but there is no 
suggestion that we are making 
any recommendation to pro- 
ceed now.” 

‘The World Bank on Monday 
said that it rejected two large 
road contracts, worth around 
$33 million, between 2003 and 
2006 because of evidence of 
“collusion and excessive pric- 
ing” in three rounds of bidding 
by companies. 


Technically speaking... 
Andaya spoke with reporters 

twice yesterday on the loan de- 

ferment that Malacafiang de- 


scribed the other day as the re- 
sult of an "internal row" in the 
World Bank. 

In a news conference earlier 
їп the day Andaya quoted 
Maryse Gautier, acting country 
manager of the World Bank, as 
telling him that she would push. 
for the lifting of the suspension 
of the loan package intended 
for NRIMP Phase 2. 

Clarifying later, Andaya said 
that “technically speaking,” the 
World Bank had not suspended 
the loan package because 
NRIMP Phase 2 was still being 
deliberated on by the agency's 
board, and its implementation 
had yet to begin. 

Cabinet Secretary Ricardo 
Saludo also told Malacafiang 
reporters as much. 

“Phase 2 of NRIMP has not 
yet started. It’s scheduled for 
next year,” Andaya told re- 
porters in a phone patch inter- 
view. 

‘The DBM and World Bank 
have agreed to institute safe- 
guards by adopting our rules 
[on government  procure- 
ment], which in turn will facil- 
itate the resumption of delib- 
erations on NRIMP Phase 2," 
he said. 

The agreement to adopt the 
Philippine Government Elec- 
tronic Procurement System 
(Philgeps) was signed yester- 
day Andaya said the World 
Bank viewed this as one of the. 
reforms that could léad to the 
resumption of deliberations on 
NRIMP Phase 2. 


In his press conference and in 
his second interview, Andaya 
said Finance Secretary Margari- 
to Teves and the World Bank 
spokesperson would hold a 
news conference today on the 
matter. 


INT report 

Andaya said it was Gautier 
who had sought the meeting 
with him, and that when he told 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
about it, she told him to make 
sure ^to impress upon [World 
Bank officials] the procurement 
system that we are putting in 
place." 

He said that according to 
Gautier, the loan package was 
suspended because the World 
Bank was awaiting a report on 
the findings of its investiga- 
tion unit, the Department of 
Institutional Integrity (INT) 
on NRIMP Phase 1 road con- 
tracts. 

“Walang sinasabi yun board 
па meron о nagkaroon ng kati- 
walian o nagkaroon ng collusion 
(The board is not saying that 
there were irregularities, i 
cluding collusion),” Andaya 
said. 

“What the country manager 
told me was, The decision to 
suspend was [made] because 
the board has not yet received 
the report,” he said. 

Andaya said the INT had 
completed its investigation and 
had probably submitted its re- 
port to the World bank board. 

He said the report was confi- 


dential, and that he had no idea 
of its contents. 

“But whether it's favorable or 
not, the World Bank country 
manager will recommend [the 
resumption of the deliberations 
for NRIMP Phase 2]," he later 
said. 

When asked whether the INT 
report would have any bearing 
оп the resumption of delibera- 
tions on NRIMP Phase 2 imple- 
mentation, he said: “The mes- 
sage that I got was the bank's 
concern for safeguards. 

"What happened to the bid- 
ding process and how to im- 
prove it to protect the funds is 
the report that they are waiting 
for." 

Should local officials be 
found involved in the purport- 
ed irregularities, he said these 
cases would be investigated 
by the Office of the Ombuds- 
man. 

"Let the chips fall where they 
may if anomalies really hap- 
pened,” he said. 

‘Little’ incident 

But the good news, Andaya 
said, was that after this “litte” 
incident, the relationship be- 
tween the government and the 
World Bank had been strength- 
ened even more. 

He said this was because the 
multilateral lender would 
adopt the bidding process of 
the government—or 
Philgeps—in ^ implementing 
NRIMP Phase 2. 

Andaya said the World Bank 


GMA rushes home after hitting Burma 
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ahead of schedule saddened by 
the plight of the victims of the 
recent typhoon (‘Lando’) but 
satisfied with the result of our 
efforts in Singapore,” Ms Ar- 
royo told reporters at her 
‘Shangri-La hotel suite. 

“The Philippines will benefit 
‘from greater security, stronger 
economic growth and en- 
hanced solidarity to make 
progress to protect our environ- 
ment,” she said. 

In Malacafiang, Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita said 
the President would fly directly 
to Mindanao to meet with 
heads of disaster response 
agencies. 

He said Ms Arroyo had al- 
ready ordered the evacuation of 
thousands of people in the east- 
em Philippines, which is brac- 
ing for another tropical storm. 

In a statement she read be- 
fore leaving, Ms Arroyo deliv- 
ered a strong broadside against. 
the ruling junta in Burma. 

“While we are pleased that 
we have incorporated language 
jn the charter that advances hu- 
man rights and democracy, we 
remain concerned that the 
forces of authoritarianism still 
move rather slowly toward 


democracy in Myanmar,” she 
said, adding: 

“Let me be clear. We embrace 
the advances of Asean but ге- 
main concerned about the pace 
of progress of Myanmar on the 
issue of human rights. We par- 
ticularly deplore the treatment 


tion in Burma at the EAS—a 
briefing that Ms Arroyo had 
backed. 

Burma, however, protested 
Gambari’s planned presenta- 
tion, and on Monday night the 
Asean leaders cancelled the 
briefing. 


of Aung San Suu KyiShe musts “Ms.Arroyo was given a pri- 


be released; how.” 

Foreign Secretary Albertó Аб? 
mulo and Trade Secretary Peter 
Favila have stayed on for the 
culminating activities of the 
Asean Summit, which ends with. 
a commemorative meeting with 
the European Union today. 


Blocked briefing 

Before leaving one day ahead 
of schedule, Ms Arroyo com- 
pleted her four bilateral meet- 
ings with Prime Ministers Thein 
Sein of Burma, Wen Jiabao of 
China, Lee Hsieh Loong of Sin- 
gapore and Helen Clark of New 
Zealand. 

She attended yesterday's East 
Asian Summit (EAS), along 
with the other leaders of the 10 
Asean member-nations and 
their dialogue partners—China, 
Korea, Japan, India, New 
Zealand and Australia. 

United Nations special envoy 
Ibrahim Gambari was to have 
briefed the leaders on the situa- 


vate “briefing by Gambari on 
Tuesday afternoon—the first 
for an Asean leader. After their 
meeting, Gambari went on to 
meet with the Asean foreign 
ministers. 

Оп Monday, Ms Arroyo had а 
bilateral discussion with the 
Burmese prime minister on the 
sidelines of the Asean Summit. 

During the meeting, she 
urged Thein Sein to release Suu 
Kyi and to accelerate the return 
of Burma to democracy. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye told reporters that Ms Arroyo 
made a similar statement in her 
bilateral meeting with Singa- 
pore's Lee. 

‘Suu Kyi, a recipient of the No- 
bel Peace Prize, has been under 
house arrest for 12 of the last 18 
years. 


Human rights 

Ms Arroyo impressed Clerk 
with her statement on the eve of 
the signing of the Asean Charter 


that all signatories, including 
Burma, must comply with its 
provisions, including those on 
human rights, Foreign Under- 
secretary Enrique Manalo told 
reporters. 

‘Otherwise, Ms Arroyo said at 
the informal working dinner on 
Monday night, the charter 
would face a tough ratification 
process in the Philippine 
Congress. 

The charter is Asean's first 
enabling document in the 40 
years of its existence. 

One member's failure to rati- 
fy the charter will mean it will 
notbe in force. 

“I think (Clar) was im- 
pressed by the strong state- 
ment,” said Manalo, who was 
present during Ms Arroyo's bi- 
lateral meeting with Clark on 
Tuesday night where the two 
leaders discussed trade issues 
as well as the situation in Bur- 
ma. 

‘According to a Filipino diplo- 
mat, only Ms Arroyo made her 
administration's position on the 
Asean Charter known, although 
it was also the sentiment of cer- 
tain other countries. 

“She was the only who dared. 
All the others were of the same 
sentiment but didn’t want to 
state it publicly,” said the diplo- 


would adopt the Philgeps in im- 
plementing projects in the De- 
partments of Public Works and 
Highways, Health, Agriculture, 
and Environment and Natural 
Resources, and the Local Water- 
works and Utilities Administra- 
tion. 

This is an “exception to the 
rule,” of the World Bank, ac- 
cording to Andaya. 

“The World Bank does not do 
this in other countries ... It will 
do this here as a pilot for the 
NRIMB” he said. 

Later, Andaya presented to 
reporters a letter dated Nov. 5 
and stating that the World Bank 
and Asian Development Bank 
had found the Philgeps accept- 
able “in the procurement con- 
tracts” for the banks-funded 
projects. 

“This shows that they are 
convinced that our procure- 
ment system is better," he said. 


Developmental program 

Actually, the government still 
plans to pursue NRIMP said Na- 
tional Economic and Develop- 
ment Authority Director Gener- 
al Augusto Santos. 

"Tm confident that it will 
push through because this is a 
developmental program and 
it’s the objective of both the 
World Bank and. the Philip- 
pines to pursue it while at the 
same time addressing corrup- 
tion issues,” Santos told the In- 
Quinn. 

"We have to receive a copy of 
the [INT] report and determine 


mat who asked not to be named 
for lack of authority to speak on 
the record. 

“The Philippines was brave,” 
the diplomat added. 


Important milestone 

Ms Arroyo yesterday signed 
the Singapore Declaration that 
committed Asean to taking 
steps to address climate 
change. 

Malacafiang said Фе 
Philippine government stood 
to gain from the trade initia- 
tives for an Asean Economic 
Community and an Asean 
Economic Blueprint, and the 
creation of a borderless com- 
munity in the region for the 
free movement of goods and 
services. 

In the prepared statement 
that she read before returning 
home, Ms Arroyo said: “The fact 
that Asean has signed a charter 
that is legally binding and that 
will create a more powerful re- 
gional bloc is an important 
milestone in the history of our 
region. 

“It sends a signal that Asean 
countries are determined to 
play a large and more strategic 
role to move our region and 
each member-nation forward. 
The Philippine economy and 


Albay folk on storm path ordered to flee homes 
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At 7 am. earlier, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo ordered а 
three-day “preemptive evacua- 
tion” as Tropical Storm “Mina” 
was expected to develop into a 
supertyphoon and directly hit 
the province and the rest of Bi- 
col on Friday night or Saturday 
morning. 

“With two days in the open 
sea, it (Mina) has a big potential 
to become a very strong ty- 
phoon,” Nathaniel Cruz, chief 
forecaster of the Philippine At- 
inospheric, Geophysical and As- 
tronomical Services Adminis- 
tration, said in a press briefing 
in Quezon City. 

When it makes landfall, Mina 
is expected to pack winds of 
more than 220 kilometers per 
hour, Cruz said. As of 10 a.m., it 
was spotted at 870 kilometers 
east of Bicol with 85-kph winds 
and gustiness of up to 100 kph. 

‘Tropical Storm “Lando; 
which sliced through the 
Visayas with 70-kph winds and. 
exited to the South China Sea 
yesterday, left at least 11 deaths 
and caused landslides and 
floods in many villages. 

Albay Gov. Joey Salceda con- 
vened the Regional Disaster Co- 
ordinating Council to prepare 


evacuation plans for around 
654,000 villagers living near 
hazard-prone areas. 


Albay classes suspended 

Salceda ordered the suspen- 
sion of classes in all levels to al- 
low families to ‘leave their 
homes and to clear schools tobe 
used as shelters. 

Some 100 more families from 
the villages of Sua, Ilawod, 
‘Tagaytay, Salugan and Quiran- 
gay in Camalig streamed yester- 
day afternoon to the Baligang 
Elementary School. 

Navy trucks transported the 
evacuees while businessmen 
volunteered their cars, Abra- 
ham Ramirez, chief of the Ca- 
malig Disaster · Coordinating 
Council, said in а mobile phone 
interview. d 

А total of 312 families or 
1,263 people. displaced by 
floods are already housed in the 
school, sald social worker Mary 
Grace Nasayao of the local so- 
cial welfare office. 

Evacuees were’ still arriving 
until late afternoon. Mothers 
carrying infants and bags of 
clothing waited along hallways 
as more classrooms were being 
preparedaésheRers. ,. - 

Ging dela Rosa; 40; óf-Ila- 
wod, said she decidéd to evacu- 


ate her family from their house 
near a river channel connected 
to one of the gullies of Mayon 
Volcano after floodwaters rose 
late Monday afternoon from an 
overflowing dike. 

She said she feared another 
tragedy like Supertyphoon 
“Reming” late last year would 
happen. 

“This time, when we heard 
warnings from the mayor's of- 
fice, we wasted no time in pack- 
ing our things. I had to think of 
the safety of my children,” she 
said. 

‘The municipal government 
has regularly donated food 
packs for them since Monday, 
Dela Rosa said. But, she said, 
many families did not have 
mats to sleep on. 

She said her family was shar- 
ing space with 48 other families. 
inone classroom. 

Dela Rosa said most of the 
evacuees left family members to 
guard their properties against 
robbers. 


More evacuees 

Evacuation has also begun in 
Barangay Padang in Legazpi 
City, where hundreds of lives 
were lost last year, said Cedric 
Daep, chief of the Provincial 
Disaster Coordinating Council. 


Mayors and disaster offi- 
cials were ordered to draft 
evacuation plans for imple- 
mentation today. They were 
also asked to determine safe 
evacuation centers that are 
wind-resistant, far from land- 
slide-prone, ' coastal апі 
mountainous areas, river 
channels and lahar zones. 

Government volcanologist 
Ed Laguerta warned that areas 
devastated by Reming or those 
оп the southern slope of the 
volcano and downslope of the 
river channels, were still at risk 
from the hazards Mina could 
induce. 

Accumulated and hardened 
deposits from the last mud- 
slides could be remobilized by 
heavy rain, he said. 


In Sorsogon, the municipal 
government in Irosin held on to 
its decision to send home evac- 
uees who fled more than two 
weeks ago from flash floods 
that hit five villages. 

As of yesterday, 164 families 
ог 652 persons remained at the 
Gallanosa National High 
School, 40 families or 207 per- 
sons in Monbon, and 22 fa 
lies or 129 persons in Barangay 
Mapaso. 


Palawan's Puerto Princesa 
City declared a state of calamity 
as "Lando" brought total dark- 
ness by toppling electric poles 
and tearing away roofs of 
shanties along the shoreline. 

‘At least 32 families lost their 
homes and were evacuated to 
the barracks of the military's 
Western Command. 

Reports received by the City 
Disaster Coordinating Council 
said two Badjao children—Am- 
barani Jerani, 8, and Epit As- 
тап, S—died їп Barangay 
Bagong Pag-Asa while paddling 
а boat from Roxas town in 
northern Palawan. 


Plane crash 

Also in Roxas, a plane carry- 
ing 41 styrofoam boxes of live 
fish strayed into a tree line after 
taking off under heavy rain and 
crashed. The two pilots—Capt. 
Anthony Cortez and Raymond 
Santos—survived with slight in- 
juries. 

The Department of Public 
Works and Highways yester- 
day announced the closure of 
national roads in the 
Cordillera and Bicol due to in- 
cessant rains and flooding 
brought by Lando. 

As of 3 p.m. yesterday, the 
Saltan ^ Bridge along 


what steps to be taken... Well 
wait for World Bank to approve. 
it," he said. 

Since the DPWH was the 
implementing agency of the 
questionable project, it must 
investigate the alleged bid 
rigging and report its findings 
to the World Bank, Santos 
said. 

He also backed Andaya's ear- 
lier statement that the purport- 
ed irregularities might have 
been due to loopholes in the 
World Bank's own procurement 
guidelines. 

"Remember that the project 
was done in accordance with 
[the World Banks] guidelines," 
he said. 


In principle 

The Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas’ Monetary Board 
gave its approval in principle 
to the $232-million soft loan 
for the NRIMP Phase 2 in 
June. 

An approval in principle 
means that the proponent agen- 
су can go ahead and negotiate. 
But for the actual loan to push 
through, final approval from 
the BSP is required. 

BSP Deputy Governor Diwa 
Guinigundo said no final ap- 
proval had been given. 

"Let's give the national gov- 
ernment the chance to sort this 
out first. They are planning to 
take this up with the World 
Bank," hesaid. With reports 
from Doris C. Dumlao and 
Michael Lim Ubac 


our people have benefited from 
economic growth due to global 
engagement." 

The chair of the high-level 
task force that drafted the 
Asean Charter is a Filipino, 
Philippine Ambassador e 
Manalo. 

Ms Arroyo also said їй 
trade in Asean nations. = 
continue {о accelerate” [à 
Philippines’ economic growth, 
foreign investment and “the 
creation of good jobs for our 
people." 

She declared that her admins 
istration would “not rest, in rep- 
resentation of the political lead- 
ership and constituency of the 
Philippines and as a member of 
Asean, in the pursuit of justice 
and reconciliation in Myan- 
mar" 

“We must be active in advo- 
cating peaceful reforms in that 
nation, It is good for Myanmar, 
for Asean and the world,” she 
said. 

Ms Arroyo also said she was 
“both happy and sad to return 
home to press forward with our 
agenda and focus on the needs 
of the victims of the recent as 
well as the incoming typhoons, 
and also the needs of the роог- 
est among us during this holi- 
day season.” 


Calanan-Pinukpuk-Abbut Road 
in Kalinga and the Banaue-May- 
oyao-Aguinaldo-Alfonso-Lista 
Road in Ifugao have been closed 
to motorists because of mud- 
slides. 

The Sta. Maria Bridge along 
the Cabangan-Sta. Maria Road 
in Isabela was impassable. 

Landslides blocked Bicols 
Paraiso and the Binagasbaan 
road section in Catanduanes. 


Mina’s path 

Mina, which was moving 
west at 19 kph, is expected to 
be 130 km east of Virac in 
Catanduanes on Friday morn- 
ing and in Camarines Norte on 
Saturday. 

No public storm warning 
signals have been raised, the 
weather bureau said, adding 
that "this disturbance is still 
far to directly affect the coun- 
try 

However, Mina is expected to 
induce the northeast monsoon 
to bring moderate to heavy 
rains and trigger flash floods 
and landslides. Reports from 
Jaymee Gamil, Ephraim 
Aguilar, Bobby Labalan, Mar- 
lon Ramos, Redempto Anda 
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American fugitive falls СЕА: 


THE BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION (BD YES- shot and killed a certain Carolyn Montoya, who 
terday ordered the deportation of an Ameri- was еп in the third trimester of her pregnancy. 
can fugitive long wanted by federal authori- — Besabeand his former girlfriend, Eleanor 
ties in the United States for killing a pregnant Volasco, were riding the car that Montoya 
woman in Seattle, Washington 25 years ago. was driving in Seattle when the suspect 

Immigration Commissioner Marcelino asked the victim to stop and immediately 
Libanan ordered ће BP's law and investiga- shot her in the head. 
tion division to immediately conduct de- ^ Besabealso fired at Volasco but missed her 
portation proceedings against Robert Besabe was later charged with first de- 
Saquil Besabe, 51, who was turned over to gree murder and second degree felony 
the bureau last Wednesday by agents of the murder. Margaux Ortiz 
National Bureau of Investigation (NBD) 

Libanan said Besabe was arrested on Oct. pem 
ко De MEE NIDEKA” ш. 
house of his girlfriend in Barangay Pali- 


paran, Dasmariñas, Cavite after an infor- Mf. 2 Color Printing A кы Do d 

mant tipped authorities about his location. M. puitin Back = mo un 

“Besabe will be deported to the US to EA Р кона P. 
P E err je Uses Standard 

stand trial for his crimes,” Libanan said, ае 

adding that the fugitive would likewise be ШШ, 

placed in the immigration blacklist to pre- Ж” д рад waren, CITY LANI N D 2007 Leading Condominium Developer 
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vent him from re-entering the country. Servic ^ e Office of the President, HUDCC- HLURB `| 


According to the NBnt Besabe has INFINITE pmo 
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Investigation (FBD since Aug. 16,1982whenhe Waldemar 818-8888 www.cityland.net 243-6565 репепсе Si 
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merce, Lacson said. 

“This is part of the P3-billion 
collectible of Romero from the 
government. I think the first 
tranche was released sometime 
July 2 or 7. We want to know if 
the entire P500 million was re- 
ally credited to Romero's ac- 
count because a portion of that 
could have been returned to the 

"one who released it,” Lacson 
said. 

"That makes matters worse 
because it involves another cor- 
ruptible act," said Lacson who 
offered no documents to back 
vp his claim. 

Arturo Manuel Jr, executive 
vice president of the Bank of 
Commerce, declined to answer 
Lacson on whether Romero was 
a client, saying “it may involve 
secrecy” of bank transactions. 

Executive Director Vicente 
Aquino of the Anti-Money 
Laundering Council also told 
the hearing that it did not inves- 
tigate the huge amounts of cash 
gifts because it could not link 
the money to an “unlawful ac- 


Romero denial 

In a statement, Romero 
“strongly denies any involve- 
ment of R-II Builders in the dis- 
tribution of cash gifts to certain 
local government officials and 
congressmen in Malacafiang." 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita yesterday reiterated that 
Malacafiang had not released 
any funds to local officials. 

On Oct. 11, President Maca- 


pagal-Arroyo met separately 
with 90 congressmen and 200 
members of the Union of Local 
Authorities of the Philippines 
amid a fresh attempt to im- 
peach her. Panlilio and several 
other officials and congressmen 
later said they were given from 
P200,000 to P500,000 in Mala- 
cafiang during the affair. 

‘The opposition said the cash 
gifts were handed out in a bid 
by Malacafiang to get its allies 
in the House to consider an im- 
peachment complaint regarded 
as weak so that it could easily be 
squelched and spare Ms Arroyo 
a stronger ouster move this 
year. 

‘The League of Provinces of 
the Philippines (LPP) has said it 
was the source of the money 
given to the govern 

Ms Arroyo's political party, 
Kampi, has also acknowledged 
giving P500,000 to at least two 
congressmen who had publicly 
admitted receiving the cash 
gifts. 

Lacson previously claimed 
that the cash gifts were sourced 
from the Philippine National 
Police's counterinsurgency 
funds. Lacson, however, clari- 
fied yesterday that the PNP 
money was given to congress- 
men, not to the governors. 


‘Solid information’ 

Lacson later told reporters he 
had “solid information” al- 
though he admitted that he had 
yet to firm up the Romero con- 
nection. 

But some senators said it 
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could be difficult to pin down 
the exact source of the money 
even though the cash gifts were 
wrapped in Bank of Commerce 
seals. 

Sen. Joker Arroyo said it 
could be possible that the mon- 
ey could have been withdrawn 
from another bank but the Bank 
of Commerce wrappers were re- 
tained. 

Sen. Jamby Madrigal asked 
for a copy of the footage taken 
by the closed-circuit television 
camera of the Bank of Com- 
merce branch in Angeles City 
Pampanga, on July 3 and 22 or 
the days marked on the wrap- 
per that the Senate believed 
was day the money was with- 
drawn. 


Mendoza testimony 

Of the 23 governors invited, 
only Bulacan Gov. Joselito R. 
Mendoza attended the hearing. 
Mendoza was tagged by Panlilio 
as the one who gave him the 
cash stuffed in a brown paper 
bag in Malacafiang. 

Mendoza confirmed 
Panlilio's earlier testimony ex- 
cept for one detail. Mendoza 
claimed that Panlilio was pre- 
sent when he handed the cash 
gift to Panlilio's chief of staff 
This is contrary to the former 
priest's claim that he only saw 
the brown bag with the cash gift 
on board his vehicle. 

Mendoza revealed that it was 
Eastern Samar Gov. Ben Evar- 
done who requested him to give 
the cash meant for barangay 
and community projects to 


Panlilio. Mendoza said that he 
even signaled to Evardone that 
Panlilio had agreed to accept 
the money. Evardone was 
among the governors invited 
but he did not attend. 

Like Panlilio, Mendoza be- 
lieved that the cash gift was not 
a bribe because there was no fa- 
vor being asked and that the 
money was meant for the com- 
munity, 


Gifts from LPP 

Unlike Panlilio, however, 
Mendoza believed that the 
funds came from the LPR but he 
had no knowledge how the or- 
ganization got this huge 
amount. LPP said the money 
was from its “capability build- 
ing program.” 

Mendoza said that he got the 
bags with cash from an un- 
known lady in white in one of 
the offices in Malacañang with 
Local and Interior Government 
Undersecretary Austere 
Panadero and Gov. Eddie Bong 
Plaza present. 

Mendoza said he entrusted 
the cash to the provincial trea- 
surer оп Ост. 16 who promptly 
deposited the money at the 
Malolos branch of Land Bank of 
the Philippines. 

Two days later, he got а reply 
on his inquiry on the origin of 
the money from Office of the 
President finance director Gloria 
Bundoc who said that it did not 
соте from Malacafiang. With 
reports from Dona Z. Pazz- 
ibugan and Christine О. Aven- 
daño 


Dutch judge closes murder probe of Joma 


jailed when prosecutors an- 
nounced plans to prosecute 
him in the Netherlands for 
murders he allegedly ordered 
carried out in the Philip- 
pines—but he was ordered re- 
leased by The Hague District 
Court in September, due to 
lack of evidence. 

Prosecutors appealed, but 
judges of The Hague Appeals 
Cour upheld his release, 
adding that there was а “possi- 
ble political context" to the 
charges against Sison—who is 
on the EU's list of terrorism sus- 
pects. 

In Wednesdays strongly 
worded ruling, the investigat- 
ing judge said prosecutors had 
also failed to show grounds for 
continuing Sisons investiga- 
tion. 

“thas been decided up to the 
highest possible court that no 
serious suspicions against the 


suspect can be deduced from 
the current dossier of evidence 
against him,” C.M. Derijles writ- 
ten decision:said. He criticized 
prosecutors for not responding 
to that basic issue in their re- 


quest to continue the case, filed 
on Nov. 16. 

As things stand "there are no 
grounds for continuing the in- 
vestigation," Derijk said. 

The prosecution spokesper- 
son said, however, that prosecu- 
tors would exercise their right 
to continue investigation with- 
out sanction of the judge. 

“It’s an unusual situation,” he 
said 

Reached by telephone at his 
home in Utrecht, Sison ap- 
plauded the judge's decision 
and said it removed one obsta- 
cle for the resumption of peace 
talks between the Philippine 
government and the nearly 40- 
year communist insurgency. 

Sison describes himself as 
chief political consultant to the 
National Democratic Front, an 
umbrella group of leftist organi- 
zations that includes the out- 
lawed communists. 


Talks with the NDF have been 
frozen since mid-2004, and this 
year the administration of Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo has 
both issued an amnesty propos- 
al to rebels and vowed to stomp 
them out before her term in of- 
fice expires in 2010. 

Dutch prosecutors accuse Si- 
son of ordering the murder of 
Romulo Kintanar in 2003 and 
Arturo Tabara in 2004. The 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines, which the European 
Union designated a terrorist 
group in 2002, has claimed re- 
sponsibility for both slayings. 

Sison helped found the CPP 
in 1968, but spent 10 years in 
prison under the regime of Fer- 
dinand Marcos and has been in 
the Netherlands for 20 more. 

Sison, who denies any role in 
the killings, says he has been 
gone too long to hold any direct 
power in the organization. 
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ifts Romero: From Smokey 


Port magnate tied to cash g 


Mountain to Dos Palmas 


From page Al 
contract null and void, but the 
tribunal in August upheld the 
validity of the deal. 

About 79 hectares of the for- 
mer dump and reclaimed land 
were transformed into the 
Manila Harbour Centre. 
Romero's port terminal opera- 
tion rivals the International 
Container Terminal Services 
Inc. of Enrique Razon, who is 
close to President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo and her husband. 

Romero also got involved in 
newspaper publishing when 
he bought 60 percent of the 
shares of Manila Times from 
the Gokongwei family in July 
1999 but sold them four 
months later. 

In May 2001, Romero and 19 


others were kidnapped by the 
Abu Sayyafat the Dos Palmas is- 
land resort in Palawan. He es- 
caped with two other hostages 
the following month, reported- 
ly during a clash between the 
kidnappers and troops in Basi- 
lan. 

А Basilan official said Romero 
did not escape, but was freed by 
the Abu Sayyaf after his family 
paid a P10-million ransom. Then 
Sen. Sergio Osmefia III said Ms 
Arroyo knew about the ransom, 
which reportedly amounted to 
P17 million—P10 million for the 
kidnappers, P5 million for the 
military and P2 million for the lo- 
cal government. 

Romero has denied paying 
ransom. Cyril L. Bonabente, In- 
quirer Research 


SUSMARYOSEP! 


A movie theater in Cebu City is causing a stir by showing a big 
poster of President Macapagal-Arroyo as Mary and former 
President Joseph Estrada as Joseph. (See story on Page A4.) 
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PNP: Ex-mayor admits role in plot to kill Akbar 


From page Al 
Three suspects—Caidar Au- 
nal, 41, Ikram Indama, 35, and 
Adham Kusain, 21, were arrest- 
ed following a gun battle in Pay- 
atas, Quezon City, on Nov. 15. 
The three were named in a 
murder complaint filed by po- 
lice in the Department of Jus- 
tice. They have confessed par- 
: ticipation in the Batasan bomb- 
ing and said their target was Ak- 
bar, according to police. 


Atleast 2 plots 

Three suspected Abu Sayyaf 
members—Abu Jandal, Red- 
wan Indama and his wife 
Saing—were killed in the Pay- 
atas encounter that broke out 
"when police attempted to serve 
an arrest warrant for kidnap- 


It pays to 


From page Al 
lished international research on 
pedometer use, whether those 
who use the devices are more 
motivated in the first place, just 
benefit from the assistance, ог 
both. 

Also called a step counter a 
pedometer is clipped to a belt or 
waistband. It counts the steps 
the wearer takes during the day. 
Pedometers range in price from 
$5 to $60, with simple yet reli- 
able models costing around 
$20. 

Dr Dena Bravata and col- 
leagues at Stanford University 
in California reviewed 26 earli- 
er studies covering 2,767 peo- 


ping on Jandal. 

Revelations of the detained 
suspects have uncovered sever- 
al plots to kill Akbar, including 
an attack on his house at Valle 
Verde subdivision in Pasig City 
and the Suló Hotel attempt. 

On Monday, police raided 
Рере Inn and arrested Jamiri 
and his aide, Halik Usman. 
Traces of nitrates, an ingredient 
of explosives, were found in 
Jamir’s room, on his clothes 
and on the motoreycle that was 
to be used in the Suló Hotel 
plot. 

‘Usman was later released but 
Jamiri was detained for carry- 
ing an unlicensed .45-cal. pis- 
tol. 

On Tuesday night, Jamiri led 
police to the house on Avella, 


where a bomb was found in a 
hole filled with water. It was lat- 
er defused. 

Alva said that based on the 
statements given by the three 
detained suspects, Redwan In- 
dama and Jandal were direct- 
ing and leading the operation 
against Akbar. 

Redwan Indama was said to 
have given instructions to 
Jamiri and the others on how to 
put the bombs together. 


Bomb components 

Jamiri was said to have been 
offered Р500,000, but police 
have yet to determine if the 
amount was for killing Akbar or 
for hiding the bomb. 

Barias said police were still 
zeroing in on the mastermind of 


the Batasan bombing. "We are 
very optimistic that we'll find 
Out the truth regarding this 
blast in Batasan sooner or later. 
The mastermind will be re- 
vealed in due time,” he said. 

A police officer, who declined 
to be named because he had no 
authority to speak on the case, 
told the Ingumer that while 
Jamiri was part of the plot to kill 
‘Akbar he might have been “com- 
partmentalized” from the Nov 
13 operation on the Batasan. 

Chief Insp. Ramon Pranada 
of the Manila police explosives 
and ordnance division said the 
bomb found Tuesday night was 
rigged inside a tin can sealed 
with epoxy. 

Pranada also said investiga- 
tors had found a brownish pow- 


der which they assumed to be 
TNT, a booster charge made of 
RDX, two improvised blasting 
caps and nails as shrapnel. 

He said that when the bomb 
was discovered, it was already 
rigged and ready to explode. ‘All 
that was needed was a switch 
from a cell phone or a remote 
control for the bomb to go off.” 


Motorcycle modified 

Pranada also said the com- 
partment of the motorcycle was 
“modified” so the bomb could 
fit. Pranada showed reporters 
the compartment where a por- 
tion was sawed to make way for 
the bomb, 

All in all, the bomb weighed 
around three kilos. “We will ex- 
pect the same damage caused in 


count, says study on pedometer 


ple. Their analysis found that 
increasing physical activity de- 
pended on setting a goal and 
keeping a diary of the number 
of steps walked each day. Their 
report appeared in Wednesday's 
Journal of the American Medi- 
cal Association. 

"Every night, you write down 
how many steps you walked 
that day,” Bravata said. "By flip- 
ping back through your diary, 
you're able to see patterns: 'On 
the two days a week I took the 
stairs, L increased my steps.” 

Bravata, a practicing in- 
ternist, wanted to recommend 
pedometers to her patients. But 
she “really wanted to know if 


‘ 


these little gizmos that now are 
increasingly popular worked.” 
She and her colleagues ana- 
lyzed 20 studies from the Unit- 
ed States and Canada and halfa 
dozen from Japan, Europe and 
Australia. The average age of 
participants was 49, and 85 per- 
cent were female because some 
studies targeted women. 


217-percent increase 

‘The research showed that pe- 
dometer users increased their 
physical activity by about 27 
percent, walking about one 
mile more a day than they did 
before they started their step- 
counting routines. 


Most of the studies estab- 
lished а baseline by asking 
these walkers not to change 
their usual activity while wear- 
ing a sealed pedometer, that is, 
one where they could not see 
the number of steps, for three to 
seven days. 

On average, the volunteers 
lost a few pounds. And their 
blood pressure dropped enough 
to lower their risk for stroke and 
heart disease, according to Bra- 
vata 

Keeping a step diary was the 
key: Those who did not do that 
showed no significant increase 
in walking; pedometer users 
who did not have a step goal al- 


so failed to increase their physi- 
cal activity. 

A Japanese fitness movement 
sets a goal of 10,000 steps, but 
more modest goals also worked 
to increase activity, according to 
Bravata. 


Short-term effects 

"Our results suggest that the 
use of these small, relatively in- 
expensive devices is associated 
with significant increases in 
physical activity and improve- 
ments in some key health out- 
comes, at least in the short 
term,” Bravata's team wrote in 
the report. 

It is still unclear whether the 


the Batasan blast,” Pranada 
said. 

He said police were still try- 
ing to determine the “signa- 
ture” of the bomb, or the way 
the bomb was put together, to 
determine its maker. But Prana- 
da said there were similarities 
with the Batasan bomb in that it 
was rigged for a remote detona- 
tion 

Both Barias and Alva said the 
investigation had yet to reveal if 
Jamiri was a member of the Abu 
Sayyaf or any other terrorist 
group. 

They also said police were 
still studying the possibility of 
filing charges against a certain 
Wilson Asanin, believed to be 
the owner of the house on Avel- 
la Street. 


effects are long-lasting, Bravata 
said. The studies followed pa- 
tients, on average, for 18 weeks. 

Dr. David Bassett Jr. of the 
University of Tennessee praised 
the analysis for pulling together 
what is known about pedome- 
ters and fitness. Bassett has 
done pedometer research, but 
was not involved in the new 
analysis. 

"This puts us on firmer 
ground in saying what we know 
about the use of pedometers in 
changing behavior," he said. 

The analysis was supported 
by a grant from the National In- 
stitute on Aging. Reports from 
AP and Reuters 
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SINGAPORE—SETTING ASIDE DISAGREE- 
ment over Burma (Myanmar), Asian coun- 
tries including some of the world’s biggest 
polluters—China, India and Australia—yes- 
terday pledged new protections against the 
devastation of climate change and global 
‘warming at their annual summit. 

But critics dismissed the pledges as 
rhetoric that would do little to prevent car- 
bon emissions, the main culprit behind 
global warming. 

The one-day East Asia Summit was held 
after two days of contentious debate over. 
military-tuled Burma, which overshad- 
owed Tuesday's signing of a landmark char- 
ter to eventually turn Southeast Asia into 
an EU-style economic bloc. 

‘On Wednesday, however, debate over the 
human rights crisis in Burma was largely 
set aside. The summit includes the 10 mem- 
bers of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean), plus China, India, Japan, 
South Korea, Australia and New Zealand. 

Climate change dominated the agenda 
and the leaders were expected to issue а 
joint statement calling on the international 
community "to urgently act to address the 
growth of global green gas emissions." 

In the draft declaration, the 16 summit 
members pledged to take part in forging a 
newenvironmental blueprint to replace the 
Kyoto Protocol, which expires in 2012. 


"Reheated rhetoric" 

But Red Constantino, a Manila-based 
Greenpeace campaigner, dismissed the 
pledges as “reheated rhetoric” that pays lip 
service to the problem. 

“The summit places huge emphasis on as- 
pirational goals, but we believe aspiration is 
пога strategy at all and voluntary goals will 
not save the planet,” Constantino said. 

He also criticized the summit for looking 
to “false solutions such as nuclear and 
coal,” adding that polluters such as Aus- 
tralia should “put a lid on their emissions” 
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Asian leaders focus on climate change 


instead of signing such declarations. 

Rafael Senga of the global conservation 
group WWF also said the declaration fell 
short of the region's ambitions. 

“Major players in the region, like China 
and India, should show leadership in craft- 
ing a global consensus toward concrete tar- 
gets and decisive action,” he said. 

He said the Singapore summit was the 
litmus test for the major climate conference 
next month in Bali, Indonesia, to create a 
successor to Kyoto. 

The Kyoto protocol requires developed 
countries to reduce their carbon dioxide 
emissions to 5 percent below 1990 levels by 
2012. But the United States and Australia 
have refused to join it because it exempts 
major polluters, China and India. 

Australia, the world's worst greenhouse 
gas polluter per capita, says the emission 
targets imposed on it could hurt Australian. 
industries while handing competitive ad- 
vantages to developing countries. 


Needfor action 

Australian Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer told reporters there were signs In- 
dia and China had recognized they need to 
take action to stabilize and reduce their 
own greenhouse gas emissions. 

“They are not going to take the view that 
only developed countries should deal with 
this issue,” Downer added. “Т think there has 
been a turning of the tide in terms of China 
and India's position on climate change.” 

China's booming economy has propelled 
it past the United States as the world's 
largest emitter of carbon dioxide, the atmo- 
spheric pollutant that is primarily responsi- 
ble for global warming. 

‘Two-thirds of China's power comes from 
coal, which releases more carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere than any other energy 
source. Over the next five years, the coun- 
try expects to complete at least one new 
coal-fired power plant a week. 


Rights body to shield Asean 
from foreign meddling 


From page Al 
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), 
whose leaders adopted on Tuesday a land- 
mark charter, which among other things calls 
for setting up a human rights agency. 

‘The report's mandate was to spell out the 
agencys powers and duties. The report’s 
contents revealed the extent of Asean's re- 
luctance to hold any of its members ac- 
countable—or to shame them—for out- 
right human rights violations such as the 
Burma junta’s recent crackdown on 
prodemocracy protesters in September that 
killed atleast 15 people. 

The international community has con- 
demned the junta for its refusal to restore 
democracy and release Nobel laureate 
‘Aung San Suu Kyi, the opposition leader 
who has been under house arrest for 12 of 
the last 18 years, Asean has also been criti- 
cized for not doing enough to pressure Bur- 
та military leaders. 


"Long-term road map’ 

The human rights body, to be made up of 
representatives from Asean countries, should 
draft a “long-term roadmap” for the promo- 
tion of human rights, according to the report. 
prepared by the task force led by Singapore. 

Such a body should also have “respect for 
national independence, sovereignty, equality, 
territorial integrity and national identity of 
all Asean member states,” the report said. 

The task force recommended that the hu- 
man rights body should uphold Asean’s 
bedrock policy prohibiting member coun- 
tries from interfering in one another’s do- 
mestic affairs—an edict that Burma has of- 
ten invoked to parry criticisms. 

The teport also said the rights body 
should oppose attempts by foreign coun- 
tries to interfere in any Southeast Asian 
country’s human rights problems. 

‘The agency should “be faithful to Asean 
and its common interests and oppose exter- 
nal influence attempting to interfere in the 
human rights issues of any Asean member 
state,” the task force said. 

The rights body should conduct consulta- 
tions and a public campaign on rights pro- 
motion and consider drafting an Asean dec- 
aration on human rights, it said. 

The establishment of a human rights 
body had been the most contentious issue 
in the drafting of the Asean Charter be- 
cause of strong opposition from Burma. 

A Burmese diplomat, Thaung Tun, said 
that his country wanted the human rights 
body to become a “consultative mecha- 
nism" and that it should not "shame and 
blame" any Asean nation 

Asean's members—Brunei, Burma, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam—held an expanded summit on 
Wednesday with China, India, Japan, 
South Korea, Australia and New Zealand. 


Junta objection 

UN envoy to Burma Ibrahim Gambari was 
scheduled to address the expanded summit, 
but Asean members withdrew the invitation 
after the Burmese junta objected, 

Even so, Gambari met individually with 


Philippine President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
and some leaders. Gambari said he was hope- 
ful that Burmese Prime Minister Thein Sein 
was sincere about efforts to restore democracy 
in the country ruled by the military since 1962. 

“In my conversations with the prime min- 
ister, he reaffirmed his government's com- 
mitment to continue to work with the United 
Nations" Gambari told reporters after meet- 
ing with Thein Sein, adding that he intended 
to return to Rangoon (Yangon) soon. 

Australian Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer said he was disillusioned by the 
pace of human rights reforms in the isolat- 
ed Southeast Asian nation. 

"We would need to see a lot of progress 
for us to feel satisfied that things are head- 
ed in the right direction in Burma," Downer 
told reporters. “We want to see not just 
talk, not just gestures and slogans, but we 
‘want to see action.” 


UN condemnation 

At the United Nations, the General As- 
sembly went into action on Tuesday, 
putting Burma back under the internation- 
al spotlight by passing a resolution strongly 
condemning the military regime's suppres- 
sion of antigovernment protests. 

But Burmese Ambassador to the United 
Nations Kyaw Tint Swe immediately dis- 
missed the censure, saying the regime was 
neither discouraged nor surprised. 

The nonbinding text, adopted by a vote 
of 88 in favor and 24 against, with 66 
stentions, “strongly condemns the use of vi- 
Olence against peaceful demonstrators 
who were exercising their rights to free- 
dom of opinion and expression and to 
peaceful assembly and association." 

The resolution also expressed "grave 
concern” over the “ongoing systematic vio- 
lations of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms" and the "arbitrary detentions, 
including the use of physical violence, in 
response to peaceful protests, and the ex- 
tension of the house arrest of opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.” 

The Burmese envoy, however, said he 
was satisfied at “being able to send a loud 
and clear message that exploitation of hu- 
man rights for political purposes is not ac- 
ceptable by Burma and many others.” 


Endorsement 

The UN resolution, which was cospon- 
sored by European countries, the United 
States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, 
is expected to be endorsed by the full 192- 
member General Assembly next month. 

‘Voting against were China, Russia, India, 
Bangladesh, Cuba, Venezuela and some of 
Burma's partners in Asean, like Malaysia, 
Laos and Vietnam. 

Other Asean members—Indonesia, Sin- 
gapore, Thailand, the Philippines and 
Brunei-abstained, while Cambodia did 
not take part in the vote. 

Amnesty International has estimated that 
700 people arrested during the September 
protests were still їп detention, although the 
Burmese junta said only 91 of the 3,000 peo- 
ple originally rounded up were still being 
held. Reports. from AP and AFP 


In India, where several auto 
makers are competing to pro- 
vide affordable cars to the coun- 
пуз enormous middle clas 


there were 300,000 


tered last year in the capital 


New Delhi alone. 


The government acknowledges 
that it expects the country's car- 
bon dioxide emissions to grow 
fivefold by 2031, which would 
put India about where the United 
States is now with emissions. 

The East Asia Summit also 


called on members 


reduce by at least 25 percent 


their energy intensi- 
ty—the amount of 
energy needed to 
produce a dollar of 
gross domestic 
product—by 2030. 


Japan pledge 

Separately, 
Japanese 
Minister Yasuo 
Fukuda pledged 
$1.83 billion in 
loans over the next 
five years for envi- 
ronmental projects 

Asia. 

The projects in- 
clude sewage dis- 
posal and sulphur 
dioxide scrubbing 


Prime 


from power plant smoke stacks. 

Tokyo also said it was ready 
to provide up to $10 million for 
a World Bank fund aimed at 
preserving forests, an issue In- 
donesia will push at the Bali 
meeting next month. 

Japan, which is among the 
world's top five greenhouse 
gas emitters, also plans to 
launch a satellite by the end 
of March 2009 that would 
monitor greenhouse gas emis- 
sions and share the data with 
Asian nations. Reports from 
AP and Reuters 
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Mega Manila 

PDI — 48.73% 
MB — 46.63% 
PS — 42.97% 


Balance Luzon 
PDI — 63.89% 
MB — 54.33% 
PS — 41.96% 


Visayas 
PDI — 77.27% 
PS — 53.64% 
MB — 21.82% 


Mindanao 
PDI — 89.92% 
PS — 56.72% 
MB — 6.72% 


Total Urban 
Philippines/ 
Nationwide 
PDI — 54.25% 
MB — 46.85% 
PS — 42.29% 


‘Source: Nieisen Меда index Wave 1 
E 


2007 Figures: Among broadsheet readers yesterday. 
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Bali beckons 


[= SINGAPORE SUMMIT OF THE ASSOCIATION 


yn | 
То" 


of Southeast Asian Nations is turning out to be a re- 

hearsal for what now appears to be the more impor- 
“tant meeting next month in Bali, Indonesia, on global 
swarming. 

The summiteers know this. In the run-up to Bali, and 

^ even before they landed in Singapore, they agreed to in- 

crease the forest cover of a region, 

EDITORIAL which is in danger of further deple- 

tion. Moreover, the leaders of 16 

countries attending the Singapore summit agreed to pro- 

mote the use of clean energy sources and to protect ma- 
rine ecosystems. 

Environmental groups have criticized the agreements 
as mere rhetoric—beautiful on paper but lacking in sub- 
stance. They said the measures are not commensurate 
with the severity of the climate crisis. 

The frustration of environmental groups is understand- 
able, The Bali meeting is supposed to break the impasse 
of the Kyoto Protocol, which has been signed by nearly all 
countries, except for the United States, which, as the 
world’s foremost industrial power, is the leading emitter 
of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, the culprit in 
global warming. 

Those who want the Kyoto Protocol embraced by all 
countries want the Bali summit to trigger a new impetus 
toward the establishment of a more vigilant environmen- 
tal regime, one that would finally meet the challenges of 
climate change and other ecological threats. 

It is not difficult to share their sense of urgency. Last 
week, United Nations scientists gathered under the No- 
bel-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
reported on their review of various studies and literatures 
on global warming. They said they were 90 percent sure 
humans are to blame for rising temperatures worldwide. 
Based on current trends, they warned, surging emissions 
of greenhouse gases would mercilessly warm the earth's 
atmosphere, damaging ice- and snow cover, causing 
oceans to expand and to rise. 

‘The impact could be “abrupt or irreversible,” the panel 

‚ said, and the results would be like those in Egypt during 

biblical times: crop failures, storm damage, floods, cy- 
clones and widespread diseases brought about by 
mosquitos, pests and water-borne viruses. 
„Jn identifying the wages of global warming, the panel 
Sttove to paint them in neutral, non-alarmist terms, obvi- 
ously to fend off charges that their investigation is the 
product of the melodramatic excesses and overwrought 
imagination of environmental extremism. Their report 
should force policy planners, world leaders and the rest 
of humanity to take stock of the worsening environmen- 
tal situation. 

By sheer coincidence, the report was issued not only in 
the run-up to Bali but amid the havoc wrought by a par- 
ticularly ferocious storm in Bangladesh, where nearly 
3,000 people have already died. But it is not just 
Bangladesh that has borne the wrath of an intemperate 
climate. Almost every country has suffered from the 
seeming irrationality of weather patterns of late. 

The developing economies-of Asia have a stake in the 
global warming challenge. Worsening weather patterns 
and higher sea levels caused by climate change could re- 
verse social and economic progress across the region. 

To their credit, and despite the criticism by the environ- 
‘mental movement that their measures are merely stop- 
gap and do not adequately address the problems, coun- 
tries in the Asia-Pacific are putting forward suggestions to 
tame the global-warming monster. India has committed 
to expand its use of wind energy. So has China, an emerg- 
ing solar power producer. The Philippines, the most ad- 
vanced nation in Asia in the use of geothermal power, 
promises to expand its geothermal system. 

For her part, President Macapagal-Arroyo has pledged 
to follow through in Singapore environmental issues con- 

«cerning Southeast Asia, such as tapping renewable 
sources of energy and the conservation of coastal and ma- 
rine ecosystems. 

All this should impress upon the United States and the 
‘West that the ball is in their court. The highly industrial- 
ized countries remain the biggest polluter of the atmo- 
sphere. They should pay the price of their untrammeled 
industrial growth, and not charge the dire consequences 
to the developing economies of Asia. 
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‘Stitching sheets of loose sand’ 


ENVIRONMENT SECRETARY LITO ATIENZA 
spiked an order that stretched for six years a 
permit allowing Basey Wood Industries to log, 
yet again, in a 57,525-hectare concession on 
ecologically brittle Samar. 

The country’s last old growth forests cluster 
in Samar Theyre crammed with diverse 
wildlife and plants. It is “one of the top 200 en- 
dangered spaces on the [planet] World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) says. The UN Develop- 
ment Program, the Global Environment Facili- 
ty and the government launched the Samar Is- 
land Natural Park to protect this resource. 

But former Environment Secretary Angelo 
Reyes unleashed Baswood loggers anyway. "I 
can't find any logic why we should allow the 
cutting of trees on such a massive scale," his 
successor told the Inguier. "We're concerned 
about climate change." 

Atienza was referring to the report of the 
Nobel awardee Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change. "Abrupt and irreversible cli 
mate changes" would occur if business-as-usu- 
al practices are not decisively curbed, the re- 
port states. 

The IPCC scientific analysis leaves “little 
wiggle room for politicians.” Yet, San Jose Tim- 
ber Corp. drove an opening wedge into 
Samar's 18-year-old logging ban. A politicking 
environment secretary, Mike Defensor, autho- 
rized Sen. Juan Ponce Enriles firm to chain- 
saw in a 95,770 hectare concession that strad- 
dles protected zones for 16 years and five 
months as "restitution." Got that? 

These decisions reignite the old festering 
debate: Can forests be managed so that log- 
gers, who've always corralled benefits with 
their political clout, finally share wich impov- 
erished forest dwellers? And can this be done 
while conserving the environment so it will 
meet today’s needs, without hocking future 
generations rights? 

Yes, replied 155 foresters from 33 countries 
who met in Viemam for the International Con- 


ITS AN OLD JOKE, AND A BORROWED ONE, 
but it hits the nail on the head anyway: For 
most Filipino drivers, traffic lights are just a 
"suggestion." The affliction is well known to 
everyone who has had occasion to stew in traf- 
fic in any of Metro Manila's streets. Few of 
them are spared the plague now, including the 
side roads, at virtually any hour of the day es- 
pecially on Fridays. But it's the explanations 
for how, or why, Filipinos, who are widely 
known to be hospitable or to go out of their 
way to please people, are transformed into ma- 
niacal road menaces when they get behind the 
wheel that are completely interesting. 

Jose Regin Regidor, director of the UP Na- 
tional Center for Transportation Studies, says 
it could be impatience. The Filipino habit of 
doing things at the last minute forces him to 
drive aggressively to get to where he is going, if 
not on time at least not overly late. "There's 
this misconception that only public transport 
drivers are at fault. But in reality, the public 
utility and truck drivers are more predictable 
in their behavior compared to many private 
drivers who are barumbado.” 

Edgardo Juan Tolentino, president of the 
Group for Addiction Psychiatry of the Philip- 
pines, says it could be a case of lack of authori 
ty figures to enforce traffic rules. When there's 
no patrol car around, Filipino drivers will 
make a spurt when they see a yellow light, but 
when there's one, they will screech to a halt. 

Felicitas Soriano says we have a destructive 
culture when it comes to traffic rules. Gulan- 
gan, lamangan and isahan—three words that 
mean the same thing, which is putting one 
over the other fellow—is ingrained in the Fil- 
ipino drivers psyche and is unleashed at ће 
touch of a wheel. 

Doubtless, these theories individually and 
collectively yield a huge kernel of truth. True 
enough, the Filipino habit of doing things at 
the last minute induces near-homicidal/suici- 
dal behavior on the road, and true enough, it's 
not just the drivers of taxis, jeepneys and buses 
that are the certified bullies there. Though 
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ference on Managing Forests for Poverty Re- 
duction. But i'l take an overhaul of mind-sets 
and policies, says "A Cut For the Poor,” the 247- 
page report on the Ho Chi Minh meeting. 

Al too often "forests have been off limits to all 
but the privileged and powerful ... with their 
Chain-sew gangs, skidders and testosterone- 
charged bulldozers,” Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nizationis Patrick Durst seid. Logs аге big bucks, 
inviting illegal shadowy activities. "When lucra- 
tive timber is at stake, local people are invariably 
shut out. If involved, they are usually wage la- 
borers, who help harvest timber wealth, hauled 
or floated to cities—never to be seen again." 

Does that describe today’s forest plunder in 
Surigao del Sur? There, Picop razes the re- 
maining timber stands like there were no to- 
morrow. No. Durst was speaking of the last 150 
year experience in Asia, showing how in- 
tractable poverty spurs the search today for 
ways of using forests other than bankrolling 
second mansions for loggers. 

Forest dwellers huddle among Asia's poorest. 
‘There are about 60 million highly forest-depen- 
dent people in Southeast Asia, Latin America and 
West Africa. About 11 million Filipinos scrounge 
оп less than a dollar (P43 at current exchange 
rates). Rural folk often rum to forest products as 
a “livelihood strategy of last resort." 

Policymakers, however, claim allowing the 
poor to use forests results in degradation. “For- 
est-dependent poor are first in the line of fire 
for restrictive and punitive measures.” The 
University of the Philippines’ Juan Pulhin and 
Patrick Dugan, for example, document how 


Suggestion 


de Quiros 


while at this, my beefs far less that our streets 
are hazardous than that they are impassable, 
and public utility vehicles are easily the main 
culprits there. The problem isn't that the buses 
and jeepneys are in a rush, it’s that they're not, 
hogging three quarters of the streets in Cubao 
and Quiapo, if not the entirety of them, while 
lying in wait for passengers. 

While still at this, there's a whole slew of ve- 
hicles today whose drivers figure they are not 
covered by traffic rules. These are the motor- 
bikes, the tricycles and the bicycles, which 
have been overrunning the streets like Atilla's 
hordes їп the wake of skyrocketing gasoline. 
prices. They twist and turn every which way, 
coming up behind you, beside you, every- 
where around you, even in front of you. They 
are accidents waiting to happen, a wait that, if 
some of the twisted metal I've seen lately is 
anything to go by, won't be a long one. 

‘True enough as well, when the cat is away, 
mice and Filipinos will play. A truism chat unfor- 
tunately has also been used to justify martial 
law: Filipinos lack discipline and presumably 
therefore need an iron hand to do the simplest 
things. Look how obediently they follow traffic 
and other rules elsewhere. And true enough, 
Filipinos like to make shortcuts and think noth- 
ing of usurping the opposite lanes during traffic 
snarls, which naris traffic even more because 
the other side does exactly the same thing. А 
practice grandly called “counter-flow,” which 
however has the virtue of being accurate: It 
counters the flow of traffic and grinds it to a 
halt. Added to the imbecility is the fact that the 
traffic cop rewards the erring idiots by letting 
them go ahead to untangle the traffic. 


Filipino rural families must draft complex for- 
est management plans to harvest miniscule 
portions of timber. 

Obsolete mind-sets buttress this unjust sta- 
tus quo. “Some foresters think forestry is about 
trees,” FAO's Jack Westoby wrote in 1967. 
“This is wrong. Forestry is about people. And it 
is about trees only insofar as they serve the 
needs of people.” 

A people-centered approach is today’s quiet 
revolution in forestry philosophy, Durst said. The 
conventional wisdom that bigger is always better 
in forestry is crumbling, albeit slowly. Will pri 
vate companies and govemments allow local 
people to extract and process timber thats un- 
economical to remove from the forest? "Big trees 
have the potential to be a significant pathway out. 
of poverty for many of the itle people.” 

The task ahead is to “capture opportunities in 
forest harvest and wood processing to benefit. 
the marginalized. New and rediscovered: old 
technologies, plus marketing and institutional 
development, open windows of opportunity...” 

“A Cut For The Poor” spotlights the need for 
action in: (a) Policies—Rules for small-scale 
operators must be simplified so the rural poor 
can participate. Simplification also curbs graft. 
(b) Economic Issues—Measures must shift the 
poor from merely providing labor. (с) Bene- 
fits—Community-based forest enterprises 
need clearer sharing arrangements. (d) Infor- 
mation—Data on new and rediscovered tech- 
nology and markets must become available. 

Poverty reduction is not a by-product, “A Cut 
For the Poor" stresses. It should be an explicit pri- 
ority of forest management that engages the pri- 
vate sector. "Clear property rights, stable policies 
and strong local institutions are essential.” 

Reaching the rural poor is like “stitching 
sheets of loose sand," Sun Yat Sen once said. But. 
the alternative is continued exploitation of peo- 
ple by misuse of a resource they have a right to. 


E-mail: juanlmercado@gmail.com 


The thing, however, is that this dysfunction- 
al, or plain insane, behavior, doesn't just take 
place in our streets, which is why we probably 
need other explanations for it. It takes place 
everywhere. Some years ago, when it became 
a fad of sorts to supply endings to that phrase, 
"You know you're Filipino when... 

tempted to contribute these things: 

You know you're Filipino when you bump 
into a friend or friends on the door of a build- 
ing and you exchange pleasantries there and 
then, oblivious to the fact that you're blocking 
other people going in and ош. You know 
you're Filipino when you freeze in the middle 
ofa supermarket aisle and have a conversation. 
оп yourcell phone, oblivious to the fact that it's 
everything people can do to squeeze around 
you. You know you're Filipino when you park 
іп front of a parked cai, expecting him to push 
your vehicle out of the way when he comes 
back; when you talk loudly in a forum or movie 
house, not particularly minding that a speaker 
is speaking or that other people are intently 
watching the movie; when you throw soft 
drink cans, hamburger boxes, and wrappers 
outside the window of your van on the high- 


is is astonishingly barbaric behavior, and 
strikes a contrast with the Filipino's legendary 
capacity to be thoughtful and considerate of 
others. None of this has to do with impatience, 
with the morphing qualities of the wheel, with 
the presence or absence of cops, or even with a 
deliberate effort to hustle, screw, put ойе over 
another person, It's just being completely un- 
aware of other people's existence, 

1don't know the explanation for it, but ages 
ago, one college teacher of mine theorized that 
the one thing Filipinos never learned is civics, or 
self-propelled sense of duty or sense of propri- 
ery, something ingrained in other Asians, 1 re- 
member that I scoffed at the idea, thinking 
there must be a deeper—more activist-relat- 
ed—reason for why we were what we were. 

But now I wonder: Could he have been 
right? с 
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Baby steps for Burma 


IT LOOKS LIKE THE 10-MEMBER ASEAN HAS 
decided in Singapore to treat Burma (Myanmar) 
like a baby learning to take small steps, instead of 
confronting it as a full-grown adult, Under 
tremendous pressure to make a stronger denunci- 
ation of September's crackdown on pro-democra- 
су protesters, the 40-year-old Asean obviously 
seeks a middle ground between its traditional but 
‘outmoded non-interference policy and punishing 
its errant member. This, while Asean allowed the 
creation of a new human rights body in its new 
charter, it gave in to the request of Burma not to 
allow UN special envoy Ibrahim Gambari, who 
investigated recent developments in that country, 
to testify before the group. President Macapagal- 
ith him privately 


The new charter seeks to enhance democracy, 
good governance and the rule of law as well as 
protect human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
Significantly, for the first time the regional orga- 
nization established a human rights body, which 
маз an initiative of the Philippines during the 
12th Summit in Cebu last January. But the ques- 
tion is, will this body be toothless in the face of 
human rights violations such as Burma's? Foreign 
Secretary Alberto Romulo, who was instrumental 
in inserting the provision creating the new rights 
body, put it well: "That charter is good, but once 
you sign it, you must implement what is there." 
Will Burma continue to string along Asean, as it 
has done in the past 10 years? Will it still be tak- 
ing baby steps toward democracy? 

President Arroyo's invitation to Speaker Jose de 
Venecia to join her at the Singapore Summit au- 
gurs well for their working relationship. GMA 
probably asked JDV to come along, because he 
"Was the first speaker of any Asean legislature to 
address an Asean Summit in its 40 years, during 
the Cebu Summit. But he begged off, saying he had 
зо much to do back here. Its also significant that 
his son Joey did not to show up at the Senate hear- 
ing, but instead wrote the senators a letter to say 
he has said everything about the ZTE issue. (For- 
mer Neda Director General Romulo Neri said the 
same thing to the Senate.) I think that the corrup- 


“The State shall protect and advance the right of 
the people to a balanced and healthful ecology in 
accord with the rhythm and harmony of па- 
ture.—Article II, Sec. 16 of the Philippine Con- 
stitution 


LIMAGINE THE LORD OF THE SEA WADING TO 
shore, wearing raiment of corals and sea grass 
and—flotsam surrendered by the sea. Thunder- 
ing, roaring like the wind in a lost empty city, he 
seeks the despoilers of his ocean home and the 
home of gentle sea creatures that inhabit the 
earth and provide food for its inhabitants, Where 
are they? he roars. Who are they, they who laid 
waste the ocean garden? 

‘This scenario plays like a movie in my mind, it 
surges in my consciousness like the thoughts and 
images I had long ago while beholding, some- 
where, the sea in its threatening beauty. And I 
imagine now the threatened Tanon Strait in the 
Visayan Sea as it waits to be visited by turbulence 
inthe form of exploratory drilling for gas. 

The sea is a-boil. A slow, symphonic movement 
takes a sudden turn and climaxes with a roll of 
drums and a clash of cymbals. The sea quakes toa 
crescendo, then hurls itself against the wind. 
Here before you is a concerto at its most tempes- 
tuous peak. Water breaking into a million erys- 
talline pieces. It is pure music and fury Salt melts 
in your eyes. Suddenly you are no longer afraid. 

A batte royale is set to unfold if Japan Petroleum. 
Exploration Co. (Japex) starts exploring for oil on 
Tanon Strait, without having hearkened to protest- 
ing communities, scientists and environmental ad- 
vvocates who are asking that exploration be put on 
hold while the sea itself is to be explored to find out 
how much of it will live and how much will die. 

Former Environment Secretary Angel Alcala, di- 
rector of Silliman University’s center for marine 
and environment research in Dumaguete City, and 
his team have come out with a paper explaining 
what the drilling will mean. They also proposed а 
technical survey of the strait as a safeguard against 
potential adverse effects of the exploration. 


ONLY THE MOST CALLOUS PERSON COULD 
not have felt some degree of outrage over succes- 
sive cases of corruption in the last few months. 
The Senate investigation of the ZTE-NBN scan- 
dal, while far from being over, has already con- 
vinced even simple-minded individuals that the 
Filipino people would have been robbed of bil- 
lions of pesos in kickbacks to shameless officials 
had the would-be-thieves not been stopped in 
their tracks, 

Hardly had the revelations from the ZTE.NBN 
investigation sank in when we were again jolted 
by what could have been a scene from a black 
comedy: paper bags of various colors and sizes 
with crisp P1,000 bills amounting to up to 
500,000 each being blatantly distributed to gov- 
ernment officials on Malacafiang grounds. So 
Jaden with arrogance and impunity was the inci- 
dent, so lacking in any attempt at subtlety and so 
brazen that even Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita was appalled. And true to form, the cover-up 
that ensued was worse than the crime—utterly 
insulting to our intelligence, reminding us again 
of how little regard some of pur top leaders have 
for our dignity. f 

Then came the Glorietta tragedy. So distrustful 
have our people become of government that the 
initial thought of many was that the government 
had a hand in it, a convenient diversionary tactic 
жопе wrong, with more lives lost and damaged 
than planned. It did not help that initial reports of 
C4 components surfaced, only to be drowned out 
completely in the days that followed. So deep- 
rooted is the skepticism that despite the reports of 
the PNP pointing to a gas leak, many people still 
believe otherwise. 

Coming on the heels of all of these, like the an 
episode in a telenovela whose ending is still un- 
known, President Macapagal-Arroyo pardoned 
Erap in a manner that was strongly criticized 
even by her allies for its haste and timing. 

"True, the peso has improved, and investors are 
starting to take notice. Yet it has become more 
and more painful to remain a "thinking and feel- 
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tion issue is best left to the courts. For the next two 
years, its best to strengthen the GMA-JDV partner- 
‘ship in order to enact the remaining reform legisla- 
tion that will sustain the country’s economic 
progress until 2010, when both leaders exit from 
Public office. Obviously they have put aside their 
own private feelings involving their loved ones, 
and decided to work together in the interest of the 
country in the next two and a half years. Working 
for them isthe pragmatic realization that apart 
they could both fall, as well аз some sense of 
statesmanship. 


~ 


‘An interesting forum-expo opens today at 
the new SMX Convention and Exhibition Center 
at the Mall of Asia complex in Pasay City, until 
this Sunday, Nov. 25. This is an absolute must, 
as there are so many things to see and learn as 
well as handicrafts to buy. This is the Asean 
Handicraft, Promotion and Development Asso- 
ciation's (Ahpada) first International Arts and 
rafts Expo, participated in by the 10 Asean na- 
tions plus the United States, Japan, China, 
‘Canada, Bangladesh, Korea, South Africa, Mon- 
golia, India, Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Maldives and 
‘Tunisia. These countries have put up dazzling 
pavilions for cultural events such as fashion 
shows, cuisine, dances and crafts and arts dis- 
play. There will be workshops and forums 
Where internationally renowned industry lead- 
ers, such as Mattiusi Iyaituk of Inuit Art Foun- 
dation of Canada, Roelf Mulder of the Cape 
Craft and Design Institution of Capetown, 
South Africa, and Surendra Shahi of Nepal who 
devised the catalogue system, will share their 
expertise in creating and marketing handicraft. 
‘One of the resource speakers on “country expe- 


Tempest in Tanon 


(Drilling was supposed ro start last week.) 

What and where is Tanon Strait? The strait is 
part of the Visayan Sea, that body of water sepa- 
rating the island provinces of Cebu and Negros, 
and Cebu-Bohol Strait; separating the provinces 
of Cebu and Bohol, as well as the waters of An- 
tique, Leyte, Palawan, Mindoro Occidental, Albay 
and Camarines Sur. The Visayan Sea is one of the 
richest marine habitats in the world 

Tanon Strait is a protected area, having been 
declared such under Presidential Proclamation 
1234 issued by President Joseph Estrada. 

The drilling is supposed to be done off Aloguin- 
san and Pinamungajan in Cebu, not far from Du- 
‘maguete City, the university town in Negros Orien- 
tal. According to Alcala, several community-based 
marine protected areas (MPAs) have been estab- 
lished in both the Cebu and Negros side of the 
strait and the local government units have been in- 
vesting funds in the management of these MPAS. 

‘Alcala adds that ой exploration (both the seismic 
exploration and drilling itself) has been proven in 
other countries to be detrimental to marine life. The 
Philippines has yet to come tp with findings to back 
this up. Does this mean we don't wanna know? 

Here is the proposition: "To gather data on ma- 
rine mammals and fish catch; do oceanographic 
studies (total suspended solids, oil and grease, 
current patterns) before the actual drilling is con- 
ducted, so that there will be proof that can stand 
їп any court of law later on should there be ad- 
verse impacts on the environment because of the 
drilling. An economic valuation study will also be 
conducted to prove that NOT drilling for oil and 
gas is beneficial to the communities in the area 
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ing Pilipino.” Because of the pain, itis tempting to 
simply “tune out" and develop a defensive indif- 
ference to the intangibles that count as much, if 
not more, than money. 

But I am grateful for the pain, especially the 
опе brought about by the events of the last few 
months. Why? Because palpable around us now 
is a renewed sense of outrage where before there 
жаз none. Because more and more, we are hear- 
ing people who have straddled the fence say that 
they can no longer remain indifferent, that they 
must do something—anything! Because the 
crimes have started to hit close to home, and it 
has become clearer to even the apolitical and apa- 
thetic that the bells toll for them, too. 

‘That the pardon and the subsequent crumbli 
of the artificial divide between Gloria Arroyo an 
Joseph Estrada came in the wake of the exposés 
about blatant corruption is something to be grate- 
ful for. Suddenly things are much clearer for all 
who are thirsting for true reforms. Now many of 
us can say that we are not for or against either one 
of them as persons. We are against the kind of pol- 
ities they represent, a politics that lately has mor- 
phed into a monster unrecognizable from what it 
should be, an almost purely transactional politics, 
where personal survival takes precedence over 
everything, where the limits of decency are regu- 
larly crossed without blinking, where the cloaks 
of honor and integrity have been dist т 
vor of vestments soiled by greed and arrogance as 
they worship in the altar of impunity. 

‘These are the worst of times; these are also the 
best of times. It is a dark chapter in our history; it 
is also a time of epiphany. And one word seems to 
shine brightly in the consciousness of those who 
are experiencing this rebirth, for it represents one 


angela, nol speak on the "One Town 
Evangeli on 

One Product" experience. Visiting the expo 
should be most profitable for local government 
units, schools, businesses and NGOs. 

Former Tourism Secretary, Mina Gabor, Ahpa- 
da's president, was the guest on the dzRH Sunday 
evening show Cecile Alvarez and 1 co-host. This 
bubbly dynamic lady explained that this expo-fo- 
rum is in celebration of Ahpada's 25th anniversary 
and the participating countries are determined to 
make it a real success. With its theme, “Creativity 
& Innovation: A Renaissance,” the expo is con- 
ceived as a potent tool of culture and tourism, 
‘which is why the National Commission for Culture 
and the Arts, the Department of Tourism and the 
Philippine Tourism Authority are very much in- 
volved in this expo-forum. Аз Mina Gabor put it, 
gone are the days when tourists would just pick 
ош any souvenir; now they want something that 
tells the story of the country they visited, which 
they will remember long after. Moreover, because 
of globalization, there's a fusion all around the 
world of the traditional and the innovative, be it in 
fashion, cuisine, dance and certainly in crafts. The 


buzz word is “connectivity” 


merly 

is made up of lay men and women, married, sin- 
gle or widowed (as differentiated from 
Carmelites behind convent walls), who live by 
the doctrines of the three Carmelite doctors of 
the Church: St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the 
Gross and St. Therese of Lisieux. More than 75 
lay Carmelites from Kota Kinabalu, Kuala 
Lumpur, Singapore, Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
Korea and Indonesia are joining Filipino OCDs 
in Tagaytay to discuss and share in the theme, 
“Many Cultures, One Order." The ОСО» are the 
“lips, arms, legs ofthe Carmelite nuns and are in 
the vanguard of the new evangelization of Asia, 
directed toward the welfare of its peoples.” 


and to the country in the long run.” 

‘And, by the way, the strait is one of the few 
places in the world inhabited by special species of 
marine mammals, among them, the elusive pygmy 
sperm whales. More importantly, ће strait is fish- 
ing ground for communities in Cebu and Negros. 

it is worth noting that 11 congressmen 
and—women have filed a resolution directing 
the House committee on natural resources to in- 
vestigate the impact of offshore mining in the 
Visayan Sea. This resolution was triggered by gas 
companies (Japex of Japan and The Forum Ex- 
ploration Inc. of Canada) entering into a seven- 
year contract with the Philippine government for 
oil and gas exploration, and another 25 years for 
the extraction and controlling process. 

‘The province of Cebu did not take this sitting 
down. The Sangguniang Panlalawigan approved 
last July a resolution exhorting Congress to pro- 
claim the Visayan Sea a Marine Reservation and 
Heritage Site, that sea "being host to the world's 
richest marine biodiversity area.” 

The Sulu Sea had been identified as a disposal 
site for drillings. Alcala howls: "But the Sulu Sea 
isa prime fishing area and has high biodiversity!” 

He adds that the Initial Environmental Exami- 
nation (IEE) was not sufficient and based on old 
data and “cannot be used as baselines for future 
monitoring of drilling effects and therefore not 
acceptable.” 

How did Japex gather the data? How are the 
data and their credibility to be verified? Alcala 
and his team have discovered holes in the IEE and 
concluded: "We found the IEE document wanting 
in the critical survey data and information need- 
ed for determining the environmental and socio- 
‘economic impacts of the proposed drilling opera- 
tion of Japex." 

After the tumult dies down and the threat is 
gone, we hope to hearin the Tanon Strait only the 
music of the cathedral waves eternally folding 
and unfolding. 


‘Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


important value or virtue now lacking in almost 
all aspects of our collective lives. The word is 
“Dangal.” 

Itis a Filipino term that cannot be translated 
into one English word. Itis honor, integrity digni- 
ty, self-respect, principle, even nobility, ll rolled 
into опе. And it must be brought back into our po- 
litical life so that it can find its way back into all 
other aspects of our lives. Just as a fish starts to 
rot from ts head, there too should reform start. 

But for this to happen, we, the people, to 
whom our public officials are accountable, must 
be catalysts for change. We must come to terms 
with the need for it in our lives, then demand it 
from them. We must reject those who cannot or 
will not become the leaders we deserve, and em- 
brace those who still hold this virtue within them. 
Perhaps then, a true and worthy opposition will 
emerge, one that truly represents the people's as- 
pirations for positive change instead of more of 
the same old, tired, ineffective and self-serving 
type of politics we have endured for so long. 

"There are still many government leaders and 
members of the bureaucracy who embody dangal in 
the true sense of the word. They suffer along with 
all of us who are still capable of shame. There are al- 
so many Filipinos out there who are but waiting for 
the right signal from the citizenry that the time is 
ripe for a new breed of leaders to emerge. But many 
good peple are unable ro nive or shine, and arein 

langer of being suffocated by those who will stop at 
nothing for darkness to prevail. We owe it to these 
good men and women; we owe it to ourselves, to 
make a concerted effort to bring some good back in- 
to our political life. 

The last national elections showed that we are 

ipless in effecting change. We must put our 
minds and hearts into bringing dangal back into 
politics. The time is now. The possibilities are 
endless. 


Dr. Minguita Padilla, an ophthalmologist, is presi- 
dent of the Eye Bank Foundation of the Philippines 
and the Drug Abuse Research Foundation. 
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Sunrise 


MARCH 2004 

‘When I heard that my cousin was having a baby, my imag- 
ination took off to wonderland. You see, among us cousins, 
she was the first to have a baby. It seemed like we were so 
young just yesterday and before 1 knew it, I was going to be- 
come an aunt. At the age of 13, the idea was very strange and 
"uncomfortable to me. 

looked at my cousin. She was smiling. She must be hap- 
ру. But I was more 
excited. For the first 
time in my life, I was 
going to watch a live 
birth. 

How could this 
happen? Both my 
parents are doctors, 
and they are friends 
with my cousins 
doctor. This meant 
they would get to see 
the whole operation. Which meant, I could tag along and see 
the baby come out of my cousin! 

Dressed like a doctor, with medical robe, hair cap and 
mask, I stepped into the operating room. It smelled funny in- 
side. Isat on the floor and sent my cousin you-can-do-it men- 
tal messages. 

My cousin was lying on a small bed. They gave her a cou- 
ple of shots of anesthesia as I looked on, cringing at how big 
the syringes were. But we all knew the pain would be worth 
itlateron. 

There were six doctors: my aunt, my dad and mom, the 
obstetrician, the anesthesiologist and the pediatrician. Curi- 
ously, the doctors were actually talking and laughing while 
my cousin was nervously waiting. They talked about the day 
they were giving birth to their own babies. They compared 
cell phones and shared funny ring tones. The room was so 
noisy that I began to doubt if was in the right room. It was 
the exact opposite of the hospital scenes in the movies where 
everyone is tense and observing silently. Those movies are 
miles away from the reality witnessed. 

It took them hours to finish. They had a hard time. At one 
point, they were considering doing a caesarean section. 1 
heard them say itwould be easier that way. 

But I thought it was a crazy thing to say. The more appro- 
priate adjective for slicing a stomach open is painful, not 
easy. Happily, after giving а final push on my cousin’s stom- 
ach, the obstetrician shrieked that the baby was out. 

The whole time I could feel the chills my cousin was expe- 
riencing. Her hands were cold and sweaty. She was shaking 
terribly. I asked myself if the baby was really worth all that 


Younc BLoop 


Julliane Moira Samar Sy 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed, 


pain. 

My cell phone said 10:13 p.m. when the doctor finally 
raised the baby. I stared at her. Long and pale-skinned. She 
cried а little, justa soft yell lasting four seconds. They call ita 
cry but who am Ito disagree? 

The pediatrician cleaned the baby. Everyone was smiling 
and saying, “The baby is beautifull” 

Пей the operating room and went to sleep. It was already 
late when I woke up. The doctors were having dinner. And 
they were still having fun, laughing through their meal. 

Unlike them, I was no longer feeling hyper. I was tired and 
cranky But that was nothing compared to the physical pain 
my cousin endured. Still 'm sure nobody can beat the happi- 
ness she was feeling. Not even the doctors, with their contin- 
vous laughter. 

Babies may be the cause of overpopulation, happy and sat- 
isfied parents, tired assistants and fulfilled observers like me. 
But nobody really knows the reason a baby is born. It's a mys- 
tery that unfolds as life goes on. But one thing is sure: Every 
baby in this world is born to add color to life, We too were ba- 
bies once and now we are an unfolded mystery. 


Sunset 


FEBRUARY 2006 

Maybe it was fate that I had just read “Kisa Gotami” a few 
minutes after receiving the news that God welcomed yet an- 
other angel named Samantha. "Kisa Gotami” is a very old In- 
dian death story elucidating the Buddhist idea that since 
death is inevitable, any attempt to resist it is bound to end in. 
failure or unhappiness. 

When people die, other people grieve. And some grieve 
longer than others. Some see their own death in the death of 
others. Yet it should not be. With every birth received and en- 
joyed, death should also be accepted. 

With enough faith, we could understand that God did not 
take her from us. Instead, He gave us the opportunity to love 
her and experience her presence. God wanted to take her be- 
cause she would be happy with Him. And even though she 
was happy on earth, with all the love showered on her by ev- 
eryone who had accepted her, it was still an inferior love 
‘compared to the love God can give her. 

Funerals should not be a dry petal. They are like birth- 
days, a bouquet of fresh flowers. We should be thankful to 
God for giving us such a grand blessing. We were very 
much favored than others for having had the chance to be 
with her. 

‘To Baby Sam, thank you for sharing yourself with us. Just 
like in birthdays, with bright balloons and glitters, you were 
a wonderful gift on our table of life. A gift that will be cher- 
ished forever. 

The two very significant events in Samantha's life were in- 
tertwined by faith, love and destiny. My niece, whose birth I 
had witnessed, has passed away. How happy we all were to 
accept her into the family, but how sad we were to see her go. 
Life is like that. We welcome people in our lives, and then we 
have to let them go. 

‘Samantha was diagnosed with leukemia a few months be- 
fore she turned 2. She gave us a story to tell: of a baby sum- 
moned by God as an angel. 

There is something that connects my two stories about 
Sam's birth and death: God gave us the strength to accept 
What He wanted for us and the hope for more beautiful 
things. 

es almost two years now since Sam left us after a short- 
lived but priceless presence. I feel nothing less than blessed 
by God that I went through that experience. It was great re- 
ceiving an abundance of love and magic, sunrise and sunset, 
all within two years. 


Julliane Moira Samar Sy, 16, is a scholar at the Li Po Chun. 
United World College of Hong Kong. She was editor in chief of 
The Bicol Scholar, the official English publication of the Philip- 
pine Science High Schoo!—Bicol Region Campus, 
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Christmas message to officials LA" 
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CHRISTMAS IS FAST APPROACHING. 1 
wonder how many families will be able to 
celebrate the season with something 
enough on their tables. I wonder how 
many mothers and fathers, or elder sisters 
and brothers, will be able to take a leave 
from work abroad to be with their fami- 
lies for "noche buena." 

Familles celebrating Christmas togeth- 
er—this looks picture-perfect. But it will be 
true only for the lucky few in our society. I 
do not say that they're much more blessed. 


Its just that, in our society there are those 
who have more than enough and there are 
those who have very litle. 

For those in government who had the 
stomach to, keep for themselves what 
should have been given to our people, may 
remind them of the spirit and message of 
Christmas. Jesus came to this world so that. 
His people would not perish. Jesus came to 
serve and not to be served. 

And may I ask our public officials these. 
questions: Why are you in that office? То 
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see our people 
perish? To serve 
Your own interests? 

Ican'tbear anymore hearing about our 
leaders using public funds as bribes or for 
their and their families’ enjoyment. Very 
disgusting. 

Tn Jesus time, criminals were nailed to 
the cross. I think they should be nailed to 
the cross for such travesty. 

ALPHA JANE BUTACA, 
tubao3@lycos.com 
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Why аге banks charging too much for АТМ transactions? 


АТМ CARDHOLDERS MAY NOT KNOW 
that they are exorbitantly charged for 
cash withdrawals through the automatic 
teller machine (АТМ). 

Due to the series of holidays starting 
with the Sangguniang Kabataan and 
barangay elections last Oct. 29, 2007, 
there was а long line of depositors and 
6515 pensioners waiting for their turn to 
make a withdrawal. The first commercial 
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banks in Daet with ATMs I went to were 
either crowded, offline or under repair. 
However, at the DBP ATM, there were a 
few people. 

Tused my ATM card for my GSIS pen- 
sion. I had to make three withdrawals be- 
cause every withdrawal allowed only a 
maximum of P5,000. 

Т found out from the ATM receipts 
that I was charged P12 for every with- 
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drawal—too much a burden for small 

pensioners. Can't the Bangko Sentral ng 

Pilipinas limit the maximum charge for 

all ATM transactions in all commercial 

banks to PS? Or P3 in a series of with- 
drawals? 

—GODOFREDO О. PETEZASR., 

JP Rizal Street, 

Barangay Camambugan, 

Daet, Camarines Norte. 
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Sep Juico should be praised, supported 


THE COLUMN WRITTEN BY RINA 
Jimenez-David ("Sex tempest in Quezon, 
City" Inqumen, 11/18/07), regarding а 
city ordinance sponsored by Councilor 
Joseph “Sep” Juico which has stirred a 
hornets nest in the Church, reminded me 
of an old Elvis Presley song "In the Ghet- 
to,” which also became controversial in 
the mid-60s when social and racial unrest 
was prevalent in the United States. 

The overpopulation problem is one of 
the major causes of poverty in this coun- 
try and poverty in tum gives birth to other 
social ills such as crime. Juico's "immer- 
sion” in the urban poor in his community, 
“even spending a night with a family” 
made him see the misery those people ex- 
perience daily in the lives. “Simply imag- 
ining huge rats crawling over my body as 1 
lie asleep makes me shudder, but they no 
longer wake up,” said Juico because they 
are used to it. 

‘Those pregnant women he saw are 
signs of the continued rise in popula- 
tion. Those unborn babies are not giving 
their mothers any happiness because, 
based on their own admission, “they, 


didn't want to have these many chil- 
dren” Р 

Just like Elvis had sung: “As the snow 
flies on a cold and gray Chicago morning a 
oor little baby child is born in the ghetto. 
And his mama cried coz ў there's one thing 
she don't need is another hungry mouth to 
feed in the ghetto.” 

A new baby is the one thing they don't 
need in the squalid conditions they live in 
(our ghettoes). Yet some churchmen can't 
accept that these unwanted babies will 
grow up playing in the streets. 

This is exactly the same cycle happen- 
ing in our midst today; more unwanted 
pregnancies, mothers giving birth to ba- 
bies they do not want to have, and chil- 
dren growing up in an environment pol- 
luted by the ills of society which are sure 
to make them hardened criminals and 
toughies. 

The Juicos of this country should be 
supported and praised for their courage 
in bringing up this most pressing problem 
ofourtime. 

—RAMON MAYUGA, 
GeRMayuga@aol.com 
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It's a Girl Thing 
А prelude to the Malaysia Year 
End Sate. Expect a fun-filed 
event with all things girly – 
clothes, shoes, accessories, 
pampering, the works! 
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Through Time 
Embark on an exalted journey of 
unrivalled luxury and indulgence. 
‘Asia's largest watch and 
Jewellery showcase. 
3-12 Dec 2007 
Starhill Gallery, Kuala Lumpur 
‘wor oureytnrooghtine.com.my 


Late Night Sale 
Late night shopping madness | 
every Saturday with additional 
discounts, fun events and 
lively entertainment 
for family and friends, 
At selected shopping malls 
in Kuala Lumpur & Selangor 


«= 


Шш 


eee 


Supporting Programmes. 
Malaysia Year End Sale Contest 

Just charge RM100 to your MasterCard during 
the Malaysia Year End Sale and stand 

to win ВМ50,00: to shop ай over again. 

Terms & conditions apply. 

Participating Shopping Centres 

* AEON Bukit Tinggi Shopping Centre, Klang. 

* AEON Tebrau City Shopping Centre, Johor. 
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Child development 
center corrects news 


THIS IS ABOUT "PROJECT: NEW WAY OF 
earning" (кодпен, 9/10/07) and the request 
of my franchisor, Cambridge Children’s Leam- 
ing Development Holdings Inc. (CCLDHI) to 
write the INQUIRER to correct inaccuracies in 
the report. 

I was interviewed because of the workshop. 
gaging Children's Minds and Hearts: The 
Project Approach" that was then to be conduct- 
ed by Dr. Sylvia Chard, a leading expert on Pro- 
ject Approach. That conference was spear- 
headed by Fortissimo Inc., an entity totally un- 
related to CCLDHI. 

CCLDHI is the franchisor of the Cambridge 
Child Development Gentres (Cambridge), one 
of which, the one at Capitol Hills, Quezon City, 
Imyself operate. The “Project Based Ecological 
Model, a Reggio-inspired curriculum with ele- 
ments of the Project Approach” adopted by 
Cambridge is different from Doctor Chards 
Project Approach. 

This is not to blame the writer, however. The 
distinctions between the two approaches are in 
deed difficult to articulate. The Cambridge 
brochure, а copy of which the writer asked for 
toward the end of the interview, may have un- 
fortunately misled her The writer liberally 
quoted from the brochure, in the process eclips- 
ing the subject of the interview. Also, the term 
"Project-Based Ecological Model" was not men- 
tioned in the brochure, thus the confusion. 

She even asked for Cambridge rates for fu- 
ture reference and I specifically told her she 
жаз not supposed to print them. 

Lastly, there was, in the article, an erro- 
neous enumeration of the branches. 

—MYRA JOSE-JIAO, 

Cambridge Child Development Centre, 
1 Capitol Hills Drive, 

Capitol Hills, Quezon City 


GMA has lost moral 
ascendancy to govern 


WE, THE GOOD SHEPHERD SISTERS FROM 
different parts of the country, decry the recent 
bombing of the Batasan Pambansa which re- 
sulted in loss oflives and severe injury to many. 
This recent event added to the long list of sus- 
picious events and scandalous deals and scams 

ауе been blamed on the Arroyo adminis- 


Inspired and challenged by our mission to 
continue to be “Life-bearers with and for the 
Poor” and called to heed Micah 6:8 “to act just- 
ly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with 
ош God,” we believe that the common good 
and wellbeing and security of the Filipino peo- 
ple should be a great concern of the national 
leadership. The fact is the majority of Filipinos 
are insecure and fearful in the midst of grind- 
ing poverty 
Who will deny that the Arroyo administra- 
tion has lost its moral ascendancy to govern 
this country? We strongly demand that Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo step down. 
—SR. MAUREEN CATABIAN, RGS, 
chair, WJPIC Committee. 
ofthe Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
(Philippines), 1043 Aurora Blvd., 
1108 Quezon City 


Pulido's impeachment 
complaint unpolished 


AS ANY PRACTICING LAWYER WORTH HIS 
salt, lawyer Roel Pulido should have known 
that an impeachment case is basically a politi 
cal exercise. He should have had the common 
sense to see that the complaint he initiated, 
alone and precipitately had a snowball’s 
chance in hell. Hasn't he learned anything 
from past impeachment proceedings? 

If the previous complaints against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo could be junked so easily 
despite the volumes of paperwork and evi- 
dence to support the charges, how in God's 
name could he possibly think his vacuous 
three-page complaint had a better chance? To 
put it simply in Filipino, hindi pulido ‘yung gi- 
nawa niya. 

Pulido dared anyone to file a better com- 
plaint and he will withdraw his forthwith. What 
kind of a lawyer makes that kind of an excuse? 

Pulido could not have been that fatuous or 
stupid. The only plausible explanation for 
what he did is: he's been co-opted, period. Is it 
any wonder everyone is asking: Is he trying to 
give that other crackpot of a lawyer a run for 
his money? 

—STEPHEN L. MONSANTO, 
slmonsantoQyahoo.com.ph 
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QUIRER Southern Luzon 


P200 milli 
Compassion International Inc. 


By Jaymee T. Gamil 
Daraga, Albay 


Fe THE OPERATION 


Compassion International 

Inc. (OCI), rebuilding 
communities in Daraga town in 
Albay means more than giving 
houses to survivors of last year's 
typhoons. 

"We are here to rebuild communities not 
only physically, but also spiritually, emo- 
tionally, socially and in all aspects of human 
living,” said Cielito Habito, chair of the 
Ос Amore Purpose Driven Community, 
during the groundbreaking rite of the per- 
‘manent housing project in Daraga on Sept. 
29. 

The P17-million project is part ofa bigger 
program to "empower disaster survivors to 
bring about their own progress, and to fos- 
ter the birth of a new community" Dong 
Cucio, project manager, said. 

Construction began in October. А total of 
218 two-story duplex type houses made of 
wood and concrete will replace the tents 
and plywood shelters at the 2.1-hectare 
“transit shelter" in Barangay Anislag, trans- 
forming the place into the Amore Purpose- 
Driven Community. 

Each house costs P80,000 and has a floor 
area of 40 square meters. Beneficiaries will 
pt in 300 hours of "sweat equity" in the 
construction of the houses. 

For eight months, the shelter served as 
sanctuary for more than 170 families from 
Bafiag and Tagas villages, who were dis- 
placed by floods and mudslides brought Бу 
consecutive typhoons in December 2006. 

Cucio said the ОСП would also put up an 


P200-M GRANT. The new Amore Purpose Driven Community gets an initial grant of 
п from the PLDT-SMART Foundation, one of the partners of the Operation 
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New community rises 
Jor typhoon survivors 


activity center, conduct “capacity-building,” 
livelihood and school development pro- 
grams, and facilitate community organiza- 
tion and self-maintenance. 

‘An Amore Interim People's Association 
has already been formed. 

“We will also be teaching them how to 
сапу out small-scale farming of vegetables 
зо that they will have a sustainable food 
supply" volunteer Andrea Chavez, 37, said. 

“When the project is done, it will be just 
like a new barangay” she said. 

Operation Compassion is a multisectoral 
nongovernment organization set up in 
2004 to help rehabilitate disaster-stricken 
‘communities nationwide. 

The birth of an Amore community has at- 
tracted many local and national govem- 
ment offices and NGOs, particularly the 
Purpose Driven Ministries (from which the 
project is named), and the Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co.-Smart Foundation, 
which donated P200 million as initial bud- 
get 

"The local government is responsible for 
site development. The United Architects of 
the Philippines designs the infrastructures. 
‘The NGO World Wildlife Foundation is also 
planning a food-for-work program,” Chavez 
said. 

Habito tagged the holistic and constant 
teamwork as acting in “the spirit of bayani- 
han.” 

Gov. Joey Salceda said 10,076 displaced 
families still needed housing, but gave assur- 
ance that they too, would soon be provided 
shelter 

“Operation Compassion is not here be- 
cause they pity us and look down on us. 
‘They are here as our allies and because they 
see us as equals," he said in Bicol. 
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Halfway houses 
at ports protect 
sex trade victims 


By Gerald Gene R. Querubin 
Batangas City 


IFTEEN-YEAR-OLD "ANA" (NOT HER REAL МАМЕ) 
E talks and dresses the way girls her age do. She wears 

trendy clothes imitated from models she sees in maga- 
zines and television shows. She also loves fun and singing. 


Beneath her smiles and bubbly per- 
sonality, however, is a child under 


PTA female recruiter, who promised 
Ana a job as a storekeeper in Cavite, 
flew her from her home province of 
Bukidnon to Manila in January 2006. 
From there, she was brought to Cavite 
and forced to work as a guest rela- 
tions officer (GRO) in a bar and, even- 
tually, as a prostitute. 

With three other giris—all mi- 
nors—Ana was made to work from 4 
pm. till past midnight. If the girls re- 
fused to cooperate, “Steve,” a nephew 
of the bar owner, would beat them or 
douse them with water. 

‘Ana's first customers were Coast 
Guard members who forced her to 
have sex with them for a fee 

She took the experience with a 
grain of salt. “Its OK. I was raped by 
my father when I was 7 years old,” 
‘Ana said, further revealing a darker 
part of her life. 

For 10 months, Ana's Ше had been 
controlled by the bar owners, offering 
her like a merchandise to patrons. 


‘Stereotype 

A store owner near the bars where 
she worked saw her plight and asked 
her to work in the store. 

With her new job, Ana tried to 
erase the stigma of her past, but her 
immediate community had already 
downcast her as a prostitute. 

Every time she went to the market 
wearing shorts or revealing clothes, 
children would call her a "phagerper" 
ога prostitute, she said. 

When the bars were raided by po- 
lice, Ana was among those rounded 
up. At that time, she was tending the 
store near the bars. 

When the officers found that she 
was a minor, police turned her over to 
the local social welfare office, which, 


in turn, brought her to the Visayan Fo- 
rum Foundation Inc. (VF), а non- 
government organization working for 
the welfare of domestic workers and 
victims of sexual trade. 

The VF operates halfway houses ii 
strategic ports across the country, like 
the Manila International Airport, 
North Harbor in Manila, Batangas In- 
ternational Port, Port of Matnog in 
Sorsogon, and Sasa Port in Davao. 
"These are among the first crisis cen- 
ters ever built in ports in Asia. 

Many of the victims are usually res- 
cued in the ports. 


Shelters 

Locally known as the Bahay Silun- 
gan sa Daungan (BSSD), the centers 
house prostituted women and chil- 
dren who were found by authorities 
and those who ran away from their 
employers. They offer free food and 
temporary accommodation for up to 
six months while the victims await 
their return to their families. 

Most.of thervictims have-been re- 


-ferred by the VF's port partners 


‘THe foundation's social workers are 
trained to complement the investiga- 
tion to build legal cases against sus- 
pected traffickers. They counsel victims 
to make informed decisions, to avoid 
falling into exploitative labor arrange- 
ment and prostitution, and explore the 
possibility of pursuing legal action. 

With the help of the VF and the 
governments Inter-Agency Council 
‘Against Trafficking (аса), Ana fled a. 
case against her recruiter and the bar 
‘owners who forced her to work as 
prostitute. 

The campaign against human traf- 
ficking received a big boost when Re- 
public Act No. 9208 or the Anti-Traf- 
ficking in Persons Act was enacted in 
2003. Subsequently, the lacat, spear- 
headed by the Department of Justice, 


was formed to help prosecute offend- 
«t P 

Since the law was passed, however, 
government lawyers have managed 
to win only 10 cases against those ac- 
cused of human trafficking, according. 
to Senior State Prosecutor Deanna 
Perez, head of the lacat secretariat. 

“The main problem is that witness- 
es back out,” Perez said. 

Victims refuse to cooperate for fear 
of reprisal. Even social workers and 
volunteers have experienced being 
harassed by recruiters, she said, 

‘With regard to Ana's case, a VF so- 
cial worker said that after two hear- 
ings, the owners of one of the bars had 
asked them to drop the case. 


Transient 

Lorena Limpiada, house parent at 
the BSSD at the Batangas port, said 
transients at the halfway house are 
taught housekeeping skills, like 
preparing food, crossstitching and 
using computers. They also play and 
watch television shows. 

Attimes, Limpiada said, Ana would 
have emotional outbursts and resort 
to singing or smoking to ward off de- 
pression. Victims like her must be un- 
derstood properly because of the trau- 
ma they went through, and they have 
yetto learn to trust, she said. 

‘While waiting for her case to be re- 
solved, Ana joined the VF's Kasamba- 
hay Program; which promotes her 
right to protection from abuse and ex- 
ploitation, access to education, and to 
participation in actions affecting her. 

As a beneficiary, she was enrolled 
as a first year student at the Batangas 
National High School's night classes. 
The VF pays for her tuition and mis- 
cellaneous fees, and gives her regular 
allowance. 

Ana does not intend to go back to 
her family just yet. “I will only go back 
home if I have already achieved my 
dream,” she said. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This article is a 
product of a training workshop on hu- 
man trafficking sponsored by the Cen- 
ter for Community Journalism and De- 
velopment, which was held recently in 
Batangas City. 


Restaurant-gallery revives stage for Bicol artists 


By Jaymee T. Gamil 
Legazpi City 


their hometown may prove true for most Bicol- 


Th PROPHETS ARE HONORED EXCEPT IN 


based visual artists, who tend to be more 
renowned in Metro Manila and abroad rather than in 


their native region. 

But art aficionados Mateo Go- 
jol, 31, George Vibar, 28, and 
Frank Stoll, 60, seek to finally rec- 
oncile this long-standing para- 
dox. 

Hoping to establish an immedi- 
are medium and market for the 
local art industry, they opened the 
Chateau Nouveau—a restaurant, 
café and art gallery—in Legazpi 
City in February 

“We have a lot of artist friends 
and we wanted to provide for 
them a stage here because at the 
moment, they always have to go 
to Manila to exhibit. There are 
few galleries in Albay.” said Stoll. 


Art circulation 

Gojol, Vibar and Stoll are well- 
integrated in the local art circle. 

Gojol, who hails from Sorsogon, 
is the former owner of the defunct 
Our Place artist's bar in the Old Al- 
bay District. There, he was able to 
familiarize himself with the art 
scene, as well as his two current 
business parmers: homegrown 
УБ, a conceptual aris, and 
Swiss-bome Stoll, an art collector 
‘currently residing in Bicol. 

" have always been an art en- 
thuslast, but more as an en- 
trepreneur and collector. | have 


always been interested in sup- 
porting artists,” Gojol said. 

The Our Place crowd migrated 
to a restaurant-art gallery called 
Peninsulares when it opened last 
year. It was then owned by a local 
‘art patron with whom Gojol was 
acquainted. 

‘The Peninsulares would prove 
to be Chateau Nouveau's prede- 
cessor. When it closed down after 
a year, Gojol decided to step up 
and take the helm. He was joined 
by Vibar, now the gallery curator 
and in-house artist, and Stoll, 
now the resident restaurant and 
art consultant. 

Inspired by sights gleaned from 
his travels to Europe, Gojol re- 
named the place Chateau Nou- 
veau, French for "New Castle.” 

Although not as grand as its 
namesake, Chateau Nouveau ex- 
udesa similar elegance, nestled in 
a wooden 20th-century, Spanish- 
style single-story house with a ve- 
randa leading to the entrance. 

However, the interiors take on 
a more modem look, with the 
counter, tables and chairs resem- 
bling abstract paintings, spattered 
and streaked in vivid multicolor, 
courtesy of Vibar. 

Exhibited paintings line the 


CHATEAU NOUVEAU—a restaurant, café and art gallery in Legazpi 


City 


walls, but most are showcased in 
a spotlighted room which serves 
asthe gallery proper. 

‘Another room is a mini-library 
for the more literary-minded pa- 
trons. Books can be borrowed 
through a membership system, 
Vibar said. 

A small garden furnished with 
huts awaits customers who prefer 
open air surroundings. 
World-class 

‘The most recent exhibit, “Fou- 
rum,” showcased paintings and 
sculptures from — Bicolbased 
artists Johnny Magdasoc, Roger 
Monasterial, Archie Perez and 
newcomer Ramon Paran Sr It 
was held to celebrate the Legazpi 
Port Area fiesta last month. 

t was a first for 60-year-old 
Paran, a confessed “late bloomer” 


NO EUSOREETA 


painter from neighboring Daraga 
town. According to him, it takes 
talent, exposure and luck for an 
artist to succeed. 

"We have world-class artists 
here in Bicol, they just don't have 
much opportunities to display 
their talent. Its good that we now 
have more galleries here to cover 
that need, especially for beginners 
lice me,” he said. 

Monasterial, 51, a native of Ca- 
malig town, was an easy standout 
with his trademark “santigwar” 
painting style. "Santigwar" is an 
occult healing practice in which 
candles are lit under ceramic 
plates so that images from the re- 
sulting soot could be interpreted, 
particularly to divine the influ- 
ence of paranormal beings. 

"Tm pleased to see that there is 
а growing appreciation for artists 


and a growing venue for us" 

Monasterial said. He noted, how- 
ever, that greater enthusiasm for 
the arts was needed among the 
locals because the interest and 
motivation were currently con- 
centrated on a minori 

Like Paran, he maintained that 
the region did not lack artistic tal- 
ent. 

Monasterial, Magdasoc, Perez 
and Vibar are all veteran mem- 
bers of the Center for Bikol Arts 
Foundation Inc. (Cebika), а 7- 
year-old regional coalition of visu- 
al artists, writers and performers. 
Cebika has held exhibits in estab- 
lished galleries in Metro Manila, 
such as the Alliance Francaise de 
Manille in Makati City. 

Most of the Chateau Nouveau 
exhibits have showcased Cebika 
artists, Vibar said. 

Alternative 

Chateau Nouveau has held five 
exhibits so far, which are ideally 
renewed every two weeks, said 
Gojol. 

Aside from "Fourum," past ex- 
hibits showcased the works of 
Vibar himself, fellow Cebika veter- 
an Dante Perez, painter Ronald Ba- 
joro, and a group of young artists 
from Sorsogon called the Artists 
for the Environment (Art). 

Although the gallery is open to 
all visual mediums and art styles, 
those that are abstract and surreal 
tend to dominate the space. This 
provides an alternative to the 
more popular fare seen in mall 
galleries and government-run ex- 


hibits which highlight realism and 
figurative art. 

"Most of the pieces we have ex- 
hibited lean toward contempo- 
rary and conceptual art. We want 
to appeal to young, progressive 
and aggressive artists and art en- 
thusiasts," Gojol said. 


Poor reception 

Gojol is up-front that the 
gallery had had poor reception; 
among the locals so far. He is of- 
ten left to market the paintings to 
international and Manila-besed, 
clientele during his travels, 

“Some paintings Гуе brought to 
Singapore and Europe, and 14 of: 
them have already been sold,” he 
said. 

Following standard gallery 
rates in the Metro, Chateau Nou- 
veau gets a 40-percent commis- 
sion for every sold painting. 

Gojol hopes that displaying the 
paintings in a public setting will 
inculcate consciousness for the. 
arts among the local customers, 

“Tm thankful that the restau- ^ 
rant attracts Class B patrons. ‘Thaty 
мау they can enjoy the art while’ 
eating and perhaps decide to intg 
vestin them,” he said. 

“We want to inspire more peo-* 
ple, particularly the younger gen-; 
erations, to pursue the arts and 
invest in the art industry" Stoll 
said. Iris for this purpose that they 
are currently planning auctions 
for their private art collections, 
summer workshops for children, 
and a website to publicize furure 
exhibits to a global audience. 


ire 


ships‘available! 


The Norwegian Maritime Foundation of the Philippines, Inc. and the 


University of Cebu - Lapulapu and Mandaue campus have entered into 


an exclusive partnership to train cadets to become high quality ship 


officers for the future. 


Take up Nautical or Marine Engineering at UC-LM under the Norwegian Shipowners 


Association Philippines Cadet Project and enjoy full-free scholarships (tuition, 


miscellaneous and all school fees), free board and lodging and free books. You will also 


get a chance to travel worldwide during apprenticeship with a possible allowance of 


$450 a month and in the future, be hired on board Norwegian flagged or controlled 


vessels as an officer. 


REQUIREMENTS 


Original & certified true copy of high school card with 
at least 85% general average 

Original copy & photocopy of Birth Certificate 
Applicants must be 16-22 yrs. old as of June 2008 
Height must be at least 5’3” (160 cm) for male and 

5” (153 cm) for female 


1 pc. 2x2 colored picture attached to the application form 


Requirements must be submitted prior to the exam 
Application forms are available at the UC-LM NSA Office 


EXAMINATION SCHEDULES 


JANUARY - APRIL 2008. 8:00 am-12 nn, 1:00 - 5:00 pm 
University of Cebu-LM NSA Office 


MAY 15-20, 2008. Final Screening 
Qualified applicants will undergo (computer-based exam, 
physical fitness exam and interview) at the UC-LM NSA Office. 


for inquiries, visit or call : 


University of Cebu-LM NSA Office 
ACC. Cortes Ave, Mandaue City 


(032) 344-7871 (032) 345-6666 loc. 233/202 
Ms. Judith Almonte Dr. Leonilo Oliva 


ал NOMBRE ют PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER Й П 


[NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU. ‘SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU E«mallipr. provincial nevaGinquirercomph ‘Website: wwveinqulrernetiregions ‘VISAYAS BUREAU. MINDANAO BUREAU 1 
Room 20, вопит Apa nd Роэ, Los tos 800. o Cobu Daly Меш FEP Printing Corp. B 
‘apy Gian Loop, байо Cty Сос Petaranda and Aguinaldo Sis. КЛЕТ Mad Rond, Dna Gy 

Tal No. 0741440255 (зра ty ти Nos. (082) 233-03467283-0949 ТЫ No. (0821244-17701071 

Fax No. (0744498971 Tob No. (052 480-4182. Fax o. (03212324028 пао 062241771 

Emal: пд modoOmusomoh E«maliinbcolGnqirireom ph Emalng_sebu@ingure.com.ph «making fevaQinqreccomgh 


"Text us your feedback: inquirer atn namelagelci message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Assistant Editor Tony Bergonia. à 


Gov won't enter plea in graft trial 


By Jocelyn R. Uy in court yesterday morning with Aurelio Bardaje Jz, general ser- — Being questioned w te the 14,2001 to Jan. 5, 2002. 
her counsel Anacleto Diaz and vices officer,” Numeriano 176 electric fans WOR Ws one уроо 
daughter Sharee Ann, who won Legaspi, GSO record оййсегапі P 244,640 purchased from busi- 
ASSERTING НЕК INNOCENCE, WESTERN -Seatin the House ofRepresen- inspector hessman Reynaldo Yabut’s The government officials also 
Samar Gov. Milagrosa Tee Tan refused to enter tativesin the May elections. They had been arraigned on store, from Nov. 13-20, 2002; made three more separate pur- 
any plea on her arraignment yesterday at the | ‘Wala naman kaming Nov.6. 1,000 electric fans worth P1.39 chases of assorted goods amount- 
р kasalanan (We are. innocent," 3 million, also from Yabut’s out- ing to P6.93 million from Decem- 
Sandiganbayan for the alleged anomalous DUI- Tan told the Ivumen after the ar- Electric fans let, from Dec. 9 to 20, 2002; ber 2001 to March 2002, which 
chase of some P16 million worth of medicines raignment that did not last more n ee 8 такы мее 3.680 milion worth of grocery they had earlier debel а as an 
р than 15 minutes, explaining why sued before the Ombudsman by items from Wilmars Mini Mart “emergency purchase" for the vic- 
and other goods in 2001 and 2002. Sherefused tentern plea.” thelsog Han Samar Movement im Tacloban City from Dec. 12, tims of Typhoon "Kidang" in Dè- 
This prompted the antigraft year, have finally been set by Facing the charges with her based in Catbalogan for the 2001 to Feb. 7, 2002. cember 2001 to justify ће trans- 
-ourt’s Fourth Division, where she Justice Gregory Ong, chair of were six other provincial offi- anomalous purchases of goods Р1.689 million worth of as- action without public bidding. 
is facing seven graft charges forthe the Fourth Division for pre-trial tials—Rolando Montejo, made from December 2001 to sorted medicines from Medic- But a Commission on Audit 
procurements supposedly done оп Jan. 25, 2008. provincial administrative offi. December 2002, or during Tan's Aid Distributors Inc., from Dec. report later validated that the 
without public bidding, to entera р. сег; Damiano Conde, provincial first term. 14, 2001 to Jan. 15, 2002; more funds used have been allotted 
“not guilty” plea onher behal Brief encounter treasurer; Romeo Reales, Tan is now on her final term assorted medicines worth for victims of an earlier ty- 
"The graft cases, after being Сай in a printed red blouse provincial accountant; Maximo after winning thelocalelections P2,258 million from Rilem phoon, “Nanang,” which hit the 
challenged by Tan for over a and denim pants, Tan appeared Sison, provincial budget officer; last May. Pharma in Pasay City, from Dec. province in November 2001. 


Farmers : е «rg | CBCP head, 
assail says rural 
DA subsidy poverty 

to BT corn worsening 


DAVAO CITY—ORGANIC FAR- By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
mers in Mindanao have protest- Inquirer Visayas 
ed the Department of Agricul- : 
ture’s policy of providing finan- | ў f - ILOILO CITY—THE SUFFERING 
cial support to those who will А у " " of the rural poor has worsened in 
plant varieties of genetically-en- the past decades as more people 
gineered com or Bacillus Ў } = suffer from poverty, joblessness 
thuringiensis (BT: corn. к \ p and lack of education, said 
Francis Morales, of the Uplift- а х Catholic Bishops Conference ofthe. 
‘ment of the Moral, Economic, я 2 : pe. ч Philippines (CBCP) president asid 
Technological, Socio-spiritual A * x Jaro Archbishop Angel Lagdameo. 
Aspirations of Persons or Metsa а Lagdameo said these prob- 
Foundation, said the govern- Г 3 Ў T lems have persisted and even 
ment subsidy to BT corn farm- а pum = worsened despite the passing of 
ers benefits agricultural compa- q E 5 ? laws, such as the Comprehen- 
ў nies, which have high stakes in e DN f Bee goa ў sive Agrarian Reform Law and 
f the BT corn business. those on indigenous peoples. l 


Feind xat 


È “Apparently, the agriculture. А GS i P Ў Не said the main problems, 
department is again serving as f 3 + | including lack of housing, edù- 
sales agent of the companies С ў 2 ў cation and access to health ser- 
producing BT corn varieties like d = Ie vices, have worsened. 
Monsanto and Syngenta,” he y “Tt is shocking to hear of rural 


said. à po folk reaching only up to Grade 
Morales said by pledging to à За ТУ because schools there do not 

extend financialhelptoBTcorn | THISIS A HOSPITAL cucecavmvatsasnunourensnoan | offer higher grades,” Lagdameo 

farmers, the DA is helping agri- | What looks like an abandoned warehouse is actually a room at the Bukidnon Provincial Annex Hospital in Maramag, Bukidnon, where told the INQUIRER on Monday’ 

cultural companies solve their | babies awaiting checkup and medical attention lie on rugs and cartons. It's a scene common in government hospitals elsewhere. during the Regional Rural 

marketing problem. Congress of the Archdiocese of 
"Now we see this agency ac- Jaro. 


giis BSP orders bankrupt Pangasinan bank closed мены 


To whose convenience? Of The congress, which gath- 
course to the convenience and URDANETACITY—THEBANGKO 16 in a resolution. glad about BSP's decision to Lourdes Gutierrez, a depositor. етей around 200 persons repre- 
benefit of the companies,” Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) has or- The bank has six branches, closethe bank," Perez said. Gutierrez was one of those senting small farmers, farm 
Morales said. dered the closure of the Rural one each in this city and in the “They cannot collect the en- who daily trooped to the bank workers, fishermen, rural wom- 
The DA in Central Mindanao Bank of Sta, Barbara Pangasinan towns of Mangaldan, Tayug, tire deposit, but there is no al- to try to withdraw her deposit еп, rural youth, indigenous peo- 
recently announced that the Inc. and placed it under receiver- Sta. Maria, Asingan and ternative and this is better than for more than four months ples and basic ecclesiastical 
subsidy would be P1,200 per ship with the Philippine Deposit Calasiao. getting nothing at all,"hesaid. when news circulated that the communities, served as prepa- 
hectare. Insurance Corp. as the receiver. Singzon asked local officials ^ Perez helped depositors fol- bank was already bankrupt. ration for the Second National 
Tt said the government was In a letter to Mayor tohelpdisseminate information low up their complaints against Тһе banks management re- Rural Congress that the CBCP 
hoping that 5,000 to 10,000 Amadeo Perez Jr, Imelda todepositors. the Sta. Barbara bank with the fused almost all withdrawals, will hold on the second quartèr 

hectares ofland would beplant- Singzon, PDIC executive vice ^ While the depositors will not BSP allowing only minimal amounts of next year. 
ed to BT corn in the region president of PDIC Division П, be able to withdraw their entire Depositors welcomed the BSP like a few hundred pesos, she Lagdameo said it was also 
alone. Jeffrey M. Tupas, In- said the BSP Monetary Board deposits but only the amount decision. "At least we can get said. YolandaSotelo-Fuertes, “shocking” to hear of parents who 
quirer Mindanao ordered the closure on Nov. covered by insurance, “they are back some of our money,” said Inquirer Northern Luzon are forcing their children to take 
up nursing so that they could go 


e ойо ° abroad even if their children have 
uarry income tagged lone Panlilio achievement i. 
“We also hear of many vil- 
lages without doctors and nurs- 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— said of what he thought was the ; works and the third for goods es and health centers that do 
Pampanga Gov. Eddie Panlilio state of the provincial capitol. а and consumables to enable the not have medicines or ones with 
has done nothing else since July Sought for comment in a a S members to exercise their ex- expired drugs,” he added. 
except increase quarry collec- phone interview from the Clark Be perüse. We have also required je e 
tions, Vice Gov. Joseller Guiao Freeport where he joined Vice program of works for each pro- Migration 
said here on Wednesday. President Noli de Castro for the oce s ject. We have put in place the Lagdameo said poverty arid 
“Aside from quarry collec- launch of a low-cost housing ч policies of transparency and ac- lack of opportunities, especially 
tions, he has no other accom- program, Panlilio said: "I think = countability" he said. їп һе countryside, are pushing 
plishments. Not a single infras- the vice governor is wrong in В many to migrate to the cities gr 
tructure project has been bid his assessment. But 1 will not Reforming the system abroad. : 
out. Not a single medicine or take that against him. I think he "It takes time to reform the The participants in the rẹ- 
medical supplies have been bid wants us to render more ser- } system," he added. gional congress lamented the 
out," Guiao said in the forum of vices.” As for the non-giving of P3 failure of government to ad- 
the Kapampangan in Media In million, which Guiao said dress these persistent problenis 
The "slow delivery of ser- War on graft g «7 caused “distrust” among the and alleviate their situation. 
vices" was what Board Member Panlilio, a Catholic priest + mayors, Panlilio said: “I cannot ^ Indigenous peoples’ commu- 
Cesar Magat, chair of the Asso- who won ona platform of moral give those in cash because by nities have been driven from 
ciation of Barangay Captains, crusade and good governance, law, itis the governor who is ac- their lands because they have 
criticized in the forum. admitted taking some time to countable for that money.” no Certificate of Ancestral р9- 
reform the system and protect it d “While that money is intend- main Title (CADT). 
Budget OK from graft and corruption. РАМЫЦО testifies at the Senate on receiving P500,000 in Malacafang. d for provincial roads and They also lamented threats 
Guiao lamented that these, As of Nov. 20, Panlilio said mcm bridges, I agreed to use it for they receive from government 
including the removal of grants quarry collections since June 29 barangay projects of the may- soldiers during counterinsur- 
and subsidies for board mem- had totaled nearly P97 million, barangays and hospitals. The P62 million worth of roads and ors. The province is implement- gency operations. Е 
bers, happened although the which was P10 million short of school boards bought P881,000 bridges in barangays under the ingthoseprojecis,whicharebe- Farmers and farm workers 
provincial board had approved the collection record of the Nat- worth of chairs and desks. At P143.6-million development ing coordinated with the may- cited the lack of farm-to-market 
the projects of the Provincial ural Resources Development least P300,000 was disbursed fund and P26 million from sup- ors,” he said. roads and markets for their 
Development Council (PDC), Corp. for 2001. for livelihood projects. plemental funds took time to Не said he has not removed products while fishermen said 
which Panlilio heads, and the Тһе provincial government as start because of reforms imple- the grants and subsidies of they have been suffering fro 
latter’s request for supplemen- bought P4.9 million worth of For bidding mented at the level of the board members. He said he has declining cat il 
tal budget. drugs and medicines and Scheduled for bidding on provincial bids and awards requisition slips for P9 million Тһе participants pushed fr 
‘According to Guiao, ће may- P521,000 worth of medical Nov. 27 are P3 million for drugs committee. These аге sched- worth of cement, hand pumps greater representation їп 
ors have not received the P3 mil- equipment. and medicines, P3.3 million for шей on Nov. 27, Dec. 4, 14 and and pipes that the board mem- Congress and a more active 
lion that the governor promised 1: gave out P2 million in aid hospital equipment and P6 mil- 26, he said. bers have requested. These, he campaign against graft and cop- 
to each of them from out of the to indigents. It spent P2.3 mil- lion for the construction of “We have formed three clus- said, needed to be bid out also, ruption to ensure that the alló- 
P136-million PDC fund. lion on construction materials classrooms. ters within the PBAC. Опе isfor Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Cen- cation for infrastructure pro- 
We are in a mess,” Guiao for the repar of schools, — Panlilio said ghe bidding Ior hospitals, the second for owl tral Luzon 5 jects would not be misusd. 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


request for an exemption when 
a city official once bought a P3- 
million car,” the member said. 


BAGUIO CITY—THE CITY 
council has been dodging criti- 
cisms for more than a week now 
Over a government plan to 
spend P19.6 million of taxpay- 
ers’ money to buy cars for each 
councilor and the city mayor 
before the year ends. 

Public sentiment turned 
against the city officials when 
local TV and radio commen- 
taries played up reports that the 
councilors would own these ve- 
hicles at the end of their terms, 
using a PlS-million car plan 
proposed in an executive-leg- 
islative session held at the Clark 
Freeport in Pampanga. th 


Clark rendezvous 
The councilors met with May- 
ог Reinaldo Bautista Jr. in Clark 
in July to sort out next year’s 
proposed P800-million budget. 
City employees said this was 
the first time the council had leg- 
islated a budget plan so it could 
buy vehicles for councilors. 
Romeo Concio, chief of the 
city’s General Services Office 
(GSO), said his office is not pro- sh 
cessing any purchase order for 
vehicles because a request of 
this volume requires the ap- th 
proval of the Department of 
Budget and Management. 
Government regulations allow 
public officials to buy vehicles that ty 
cost below P600,000, he said. 


P3-M car 
A DBM approval is required 
for unusual government pur- 
chases, according to a member 
of the city finance committee. 
The member asked not to be 
identified in the report to avoid 
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irking the council. 


request of another local govern- 
ment to buy vehicles because it 
found the program ostentatious.” 


an interview aired over local ra- 
dio and TV on Tuesday, said the 
city government is buying each 
councilor a service vehicle us- 
ing a P40-million surplus from 
this years budget. 


Bigcity 


vehicles to ferry them around 


[which measures] 49 square 
kilometers. When we cam- 
paigned [during the May 14 elec- 
tions], we were not able to visit 
all (villages of] the city" he said. 


opposed the plan, saying the 
funds are better spent for five new 
dump trucks that the city needed. 


also complained that the funds 


buy them new vehicles. 


proved the car plan in July pro- 
vided that the council passed a 
budget for teachers’ instructional 
materials worth P18 million anda 
P12-million pay parking building. 


tanced themselves from the car 
plan. 
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Across the MATION 


“The city government had to 


“DBM already turned down the 


Councilor Richard Cariño, in 


He said the councilors need 


e city. 
“This is a very large city.. 


But Vice Mayor Daniel Fariñas 


Officials of the Baguio police 


оша be realigned instead to 


А councilor, who is privy to 
e Clark meeting, said the car 


plan was the product of a “horse 
trading agreement.” 


‘The councilor sought anonymi- 
because of a gag order. 


‘The source said Bautista ар. HOLIDAY COLORS 


Allies of the mayor have dis- 


SEAT SAL 


Manila to Laoag 


Cebu to Bacolod 
Sale & Travel Period: Ongoing until February 29, 2008 
Ргото is non-refundable. 


Guangzhou 
Taipei* 
Xiamen 


Bangkok 
Hong Kong* 


Kuala Lumpur 
Macau 


Jakarta 
Shanghai 
Singapore* 


Ab rect apts tom Marta 
“Aso wan droa Boris t tom Cebu or Dto 


Cebu to lloilo 
Manila to Legaspi 


Cebu to Butuan NEW! 
Cebu to Cagayan de Oro • Clark * Davao • Kalibo 


Puerto Princesa • Zamboanga 
Davao to liollo NEW! 


Davao to Cebu or Zamboanga 
Manila to Bacolod * Cebu • Dumaguete = lloilo 
Kalibo • Puerto Princesa * Roxas * Tacloban • Tagbilaran 


Manila to Boracay (Caticlan) NEW! 
Соби to Boracay (Caticlan) NEWT 


Manila to Butuan • Cagayan de Oro * Cotabato 
Davao • Dipolog * General Santos • Zamboanga 


CEBU PACIFIC IS THE NO. 1 DOMESTIC AIRLINE! 


MOST DOMESTIC FLIGHTS - MOST DOMESTIC ROUTES • NEWEST PLANES 
IC PASSENGERS FLOWN - LOWEST YEAR-ROUND FARES 


atonal os and iaurance surcharges anga fom USD 30 19 USD 44 


CEBU PACIFIC AIR.COM 
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MARINE ECOSYSTEM'S LAST FRONTIER 
Seagrass draws attention in experts' meet 


DEW LOWER 
: Year-round Fares 


By Yolanda Sotelo- 
Fuertes 

Inquirer Northern 
Luzon 


BOLINAO, PANGA- 
sinan—Seagrass, the 
“last frontier” of the 
marine ecosystems, 
got the attention it de- 
served during a two- 
week, seven-country 
regional training 
course on manage- 
ment models and 
strategies for coral 
reef and seagrass 
ecosystems conduct- 
ed hereby the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines 
Marine Science Insti- 
тше (ОРМ), 

Dr. Miguel Fortes, 
a marine scientist and professor of marine 
science at the UPMSI, said that of the ma- 
rine habitats, corals аге the most popular, 
mangroves the most disturbed and seagrass 
beds the least studied. 


Vanishing corals 

“The mangrove forests are almost deci- 
mated and coral cover is down to less than 
5 percent. We should protect the seagrass 
beds because they are the last frontier of 
the ecosystems,” he said. 

The training course, attended by partici- 
pants who are involved in 
coral and seagrass manage- 
ment in their countries, was 
anchored on the principle 
that “coral reefs and seagrass 
ecosystems are contiguous, 
interconnected structurally 
and functionally.” 

The course was in line 
with objectives of the Unit- 
ed Nations Environment 
Program/Global Environ- 
ment Facility (UNEP/GEF) 
South China Sea Project. 
Chain reaction 

Participants came from Cambodia, Chi- 
na, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thai- 
land and Vienam. 

Fortes said in the past, studies on the 
three marine ecosystems were done sepa- 
rately but “evidence shows the connection 
between them, that if you destroy man- 
groves, you destroy corals, and you destroy 
seagrass beds.” 

Except the Philippines, the other coun- 
tries shared common problems like the lack 
of good assessment of seagrass beds, in- 
cluding the factors that destroy them. 

‘The Philippines has also the most seagrass 
species, “but only maybe because more stud- 
ies have been conducted here,” Fortes said. 


Bolinao trip 

The participants were brought to an ex- 
posure trip to ће flat reefs of Cape Bolinao 
where coral reefs abound and where the 
largest concentration of seagrass beds in 
the country (22,500 square kilometers, 10 
species) is found, 


‘Mangrove forests 
are almost 
decimated and 
coral cover is 
down to less than 

5 percent. 
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It’s beginning to look a lot like Baguio residents are in the thick of preparations for the coming of the holidays as they make Christmas 
decorations for a popular shopping mall chain in the city. 


SCIENTISTS examine seagrass beds in Nueva Valencia, Guimaras, to 
check the effects of an oil spill that devastated the town. 


MA DOSALABSTEINQURER VISAYAS 


Fortes said seagrass beds and coral reefs 
should be considered as a macro-system of 
the tropical world that needs an integrated 
approach for management and protection. 
But seagrass beds have not been given much 
attention because “they are grass and not аз 
attractive as the colorful corals,” he said. 

“But they are as useful as corals,” said 
Fortes, who has been studying seagrass for 
20 years. 


CO; eaters 

Being plants, seagrass beds mitigate 
global warming and ac- 
count for 12 percent up- 
take of global carbon diox- 
ide, he said. 

As plants, they also pro. 
vide oxygen to waters, trap 
and cycle nutrients, stabi- 
lize sediments and im- 
prove water transparency 
and quality. 

They also reduce the 
strength of waves, thus 
, protecting the shorelines, 

provide food and habitat 

for microbes and other flo- 
ra and fauna, and interact with coral reefs 
and mangroves. 

“Seagrass beds are eco tomes (transition 
zones) between mangroves and corals, 
They trap silts from mangroves so the silt 
will not reach the corals which are very sen- 
sitive to siltation,” he said. 


Fish friends 

Some fish need both seagrass meadows 
and coral reefs to thrive, Fortes said. He 
gave as an example the rabbit fish which 
residents of this town make into padas (ba- 
goong) when in juvenile stage, and into 
danggit (sun dried) when in adult stage. 

“Some species of rabbit fish spawn in 
sea bed about 12 kilometers from shore. 
The young fish are herbivores and graze at 
seagrass beds but when they are sexually 
mature, they stay at coral reefs,” he said. 
Other species of rabbit fish stay at man- 
grove areas. 

But the seagrass, though hardy, is also af- 
fected by environmental degradation, 
Fortes said. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


LateSPORTS 


STI, Ateneo gain Champs semis 


(o 


MARK Pradas of JRU loses possession as he barrels into Ateneo's Eric Salamat in their game 


yesterday. 


Olymp 


AUGUST DACRE 


ians shock Tams; 


Eagles defuse Bombers 


GAMES MONDAY (The Arena) 
2p.m—UV vs STI 
4 p.m—UST vs Ateneo 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


"Tomas on Monday in no-tomorrow semifinal 
matches. 

Tiu, on loan to the national team preparing 
for the Southeast Asian Games, fired 16 points, 
including 10 in the fourth quarter to help the 
Eagles seal the victory. 


ONE WAS PRETTY MUCH EXPECTED, THE 7. ^s nice to-see-Chris making those big 


other absolutely a shocker. а 

STI and Ateneo—schools seldom men- 
tioned in the same sentence especially with re- 
gard to basketball — fashioned out contrasting 
triumphs yesterday to grab the last two semifi- 
nal berths in the Fil-Oil Flying V National Col- 
legiate Champions League at The Arena. 

‘The STI Olympians, the reigning National 
Athletics Association of Schools, Colleges and 
Universities champions, downed the more fa- 
mous Far Eastern University Tamaraws, 77-72, 
to take their place among the best collegiate 
teams in the land. 

Later in the day, UAAP heavyweight Ateneo 
slammed NCAAS Jose Rizal University, 81-71, 
behind the torrid outside shooting of stalwarts 
Chris Tiu and Nonoy Baclao. 

STI advanced against University of Visayas, 
while Ateneo will take on University of Santo 


Shots," said Ateneo coach Norman Black.” 

Mark Balneg scored five points in the home- 
stretch, including a three-pointer that proved 
to be the telling blow for the Olympians. 

The scores: 

First Game 

STI П—Мазуо 12, Вале 12 For 11, Meutan 10, Ca- 
tangon & Porto 7, Tiangco 6, Mendoza 5, Jan 4, Tonto 2. 

FEU 72—Baracae 18, Barroca 10, Ramos 10, Adio 10, A- 
Isto 7, Femandez 7, Cawaing 7, Cervantez 5, Abaning 1, 
Cabagnot O, Knuttel 0. 

Quarters: 20-14, 36:35, 51-51, 77-72. 

Second Game 

TENEO 81—Аго 18, Tiu 16, Barascoso 12, Bac 11, 
Bas 7, Long 6, Reyes 4, Escueta 3, Ar Hussain 2, Salamat 2. 
Sumdinog 0, Austra 0. 

RU Ti—Wison 26, Pradas 13, Sena 10, Nocom 10, Bu- 
langis 6, Se4, Hayes 2 Utara 0, Kabigting O, Cagoco 0. 

Quarters 20-17, 37-34, 57-54, 81-71 


Purefoods nips Alaska 


From page A20 

"Everybody in the stadium knew they (ref- 
erees) blew the call,” Cone, still infuriated, 
added inside the press room. 

“This is absolutely horrible.” 

Raymundo appeared to have caught his 
‘own pass while trying to slip by Thoss and 
Hugnatan. 

“As far as I can tell, I never touched it (ball) 
because I know my hands were raised,” Thoss 
told the Ingumer on the way to his car. "I could 
not risk having my arms down because I didn't 
want to be called for a foul.” 

‘Another violation Alaska pointed to was 
when Brandon Cablay “rebounded” the ball 
while in a jumpball situation with Thoss with 
6.9 seconds to go. 

‘The endgame brouhaha took a lot of luster 
from the scoring display of James Yap in the 
last three quarters, where he scored all but 
two of his 23 points, including a three-pointer 
that made it 85-86 with two minutes to go. 

Cablay scored 19 points, the most he's had 
in over two years. He only totaled 15 points in 
his first seven games with the Giants. 

“The commissioner (officer in charge Son- 
ny Barrios) and his committee have some ге- 
viewing to do,” Alaska owner Wilfred Steven 
Uytengsu said in a text message. 

“We were penalized for staging a 19-point 
comeback.” 


Sta. Lucia won back-to-back games for the 
first time and tied Alaska at 4-4 after Dennis 
Espino made a free throw with sixtenths of a 
second left for an 84-83 win over Welcoat, 
Which slid to 3-5, in the second game. 

Ina related development, NBA Asia execu- 
tive Carlo Singson begged off from the list of 
candidates for the league commissionership. 
Norman Black, the Grand Slam champion 
‘coach, also excused himself after learning that 
he was nominated yesterday. 

Their withdrawals left only lawyer Chito 
Salud, Lambert Ramos, Patrick Gregorio and 
Bert Manlapit in the race to replace Noli Eala. 

The scores: 

First Game 

PUREFOODS 87—. Yap 23, Cabiay 19, Raymundo 15, Si- 
mon 13, Pingris 9, Lanete 4, Adducul 4, Sanz 0, Sahador 0, 
Yer. 

ALASKA 86—Mier 18, Huraian 15, Cariaso 15, Cortez 
12, Thoss 6, Feros 6 Dela Сад 5, Qufahan 4, Bono 3, Ca- 
batu 2, Capus 0, Laure 0. 

(Quarters: 30-12, 46-32, 67-81, 87-88 

Second Game 

STA. LUCIA 8¢—Witams 18, Espino 14, Yeo 13, Miranda 
10, Omolon 8, Reyes 7, Daa 6, Gonzales 5, Mamaciay 3, 
Aquino 0, Mendoza 0. 

WELCOAT 83—Reyes 17, Lopez 15, Araña 10, baliez 10, 
Belasco 10, Gelg 8, Dulay Б, Dovanos 4, Baguion 3, Balesteros 
0, Sta Maria, Mente 0. 

Quarters: 22-19, 34-30, 57-53, 84-83 


Perfect 9 helps Arguelles top Leviste chess 


EFREN ARGUELLES TROUNCED CHESTER BRIAN GUERRERO AFTER 42 MOVES OF A Sl- 
cilian Defense-Accelerated Dragon variation in the final round to rule the 2nd Dr. Jose P. 
Leviste Sr. Under-2050 Open Non-Master Active Chess Cup at the Ateneo de Manila Univer- 
sity over the weekend. Arguelles, a native of Tanauan City, Batangas, finished with 9.0 points to 
receive the top prize of P10,000 plus trophy. The awardees for the special categories are as fol- 
lows: Top Under 18: Marco Polo Rosete, Top Under 16: Narquingel Reyes, Top Under 14: Alcon 
Paul Datu, Top Under 12: John Datu, Top Under 10: Paul Evangelista, Top Lady: Mikee Suede , 
тор Ateneo Alumnus: Leonard Reyes ЇЇ (Batch '04), Top Ateneo Player: Gabriel Layugan (High 
‘School Varsity), 2nd Ateneo Player: Eduardo Macabulos (College Varsity), 3rd Ateneo Player: 


Emmanuel Jonathan Pian (High Schoo! Varsity). 


‘Marion Bernardino, contributor 
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Who moved my cheese? 


Learn how to identify current challenges, 
organizational realities and change. 


Succesful Change Management Workshop 
Managing Organizational Change 
Facilitated by Dr. Agnes Sarthou, Ph.D. 


December 18 - 19, 2007, 9:00AM — 5:00PM 
Intercontinental Manila 


LEARNING INVESTMENT: Early Bird Rate = P 12,977 + VAT 


Regular Rate = P 13,977 + VAT 


* Discover basic concepts and principles of managing organization change. 
* Find out how to develop a "Change Intervention Plan" for your organization. 
* Learn organizational methodologies & techniques to promote proactive planning change. 


OUR FACILITATOR 

Agnes “Aggie” Sarthou, Ph.D. brings with her a wealth 
of corporate and training experience on disciplines of 
management, organization visioning, strategic planning 
аз well as skis on leadership, communication, people 
handling and values. 


RAVE REVIEWS! 
"Very productive 2-day leaming!" - Мапа Alma Nimfa Sayas 
Edan, Janssen Pharmaceutica 


"The seminar provided a mix of professionals from 
different business backgrounds. Good leaming environment 
‘Alvin B. Pascual, Smart Communications, Inc. 

For over twenty years of training and consultancy 
experience, Dr. Sarthou continues to receive encores 
in her training programs. She has trained and consulted 
with dozens of multinational clients. 


“This is my first time to attend this session. So far, everything 
discussed is new and has been very helpfull” 
= Gregorio P. Catapang. North Luzon Command (NOLCOM) 


SEIZE OPPORTUNITIES THAT COME WITH CHANGE! 
Call Nicole, Fina or Juliet at 8132732/03; 8302191 
Email us at Sivguru@pldtdsl.net; nicole@saltandlight-ph 
Visit our website at Www.saltandlightventures.net 


EVENT 
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Purefoods slips past Alaska Aces 


Adducul beats buzzer in controversial triumph; SLR scores 


GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:95 p.m. —Air21 vs Talk 'N Text 
7:20 p.m.—Magnolia vs Red Bull 


By Musong R. Castillo 
RYAN GREGORIO SUMMED 


it up as eloquently—and as 
safe—as he could. 


^1 thought my prayers were answered 
with that last shot,” the Purefoods coach 
said last night shortly after the Tender 
Guicy Giants bungled a 19-point lead 
and got all the breaks in a highly contro- 
versial 87-86 decision of Alaska in the 
Smart PBA Philippine Cup. 

Rommel Adducul hit a buzzer-beating 
short stab off a Kerby Raymundo pass 
that lifted the Tender Juicy Giants to their 
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eighth win in nine games at the Araneta 
Coliseum. 

But Alaska coach Tim Cone was un- 
happy with the work of the referees be- 
fore the crucial play and said that he 
‘would put the game under protest. 

“Iwas closing my eyes and I was pray- 
ing. Honestly I didn't see the play” Gre- 
gorio added, when asked whether he 
thought Raymundo traveled while being 


sandwiched by a Sonny Thoss-Reynel 
Hugnatan double team in the game-win- 
ning play. 

“Alaska played a solid defensive game 
and the ball just landed in the hands of 
Rommel,” Gregorio said. "I had nothing 
to do with that last play-It was a shot 
made in heaven." 

Cone confronted the referees and the 
league's technical officials later in the 
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hallway blasting them for failing to call a 
couple of that transpired in the final 6.9 
seconds and Alaska protecting an 86-85 
lead. 

"We worked our asses to win this 
game," Cone, who was being pacified by 
members of his staff and venue securi 
shouted at technical chief Репу M. 
tinez. 

PUREFOODS/AI9 


THE POWER TO LEAD 
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Man dies inside burning 
home in Quezon City 


By Tina G. Santos 
and Jeannette l. Andrade 


AMAN WAS KILLED AFTER HE 
was trapped in his burning 
house in Quezon City at dawn 
yesterday. 

In a separate incident, 200 
families lost their homes when 
a fire hita residential area in Bi- 
nondo, Manila on Tuesday 
night. 

"The Quezon City Fire District 
identified the fatality as Alejan- 
dro del Mundo, 68. The fire be- 
gan in his house at 58 Sto. 
Tomas corner D. Tuazon 
Streets, Barangay Don Manuel 
їп New Manila. Damage to 
property was placed at P7 mil- 
lion. 

SFO4 Jose Nagpacan, QCFD 
arson investigation unit head, 
said the Del Mundo family did 
not immediately detect the fire 
because they were probably 
sound asleep. "Their neighbors 
were the ones who reported the 
fire to us," he said. 

Nagpacan said that the cause 
ofthe fire was still being investi- 
gated. 

According to the fire official, 
the house was a fire trap. There 
were at least two fire exits оп 


the second floor but these had 
been locked up. 

Other members of the Del 
Mundo family and their house 
helpers were awakened by the 
smoke and were able to escape. 
Alejandro was later found lying 
face down in his room after the 
fire was put out. 

QCFD reports revealed that 
the fire reached the third alarm. 
at around 3 a.m. and was 
placed under control by re- 
sponding fire fighting units 45 
minutes later. 

On Tuesday night, some 200 
families lost their homes and 
P1.5 million worth of property 
in Binondo. 

SFO2 Wilson Tana of the 
Manila Fire Bureau said the 
blaze, which reached the fifth 
alarm, damaged several hous- 
es mostly made of light mate- 
rials. 

‘Among those damaged by the 
fire was the house of former 
Sen. Ambrosio Padilla, 

Fire officials said the blaze 
which started at around 6 p.m. 
started in one of the rooms of 
Padilla's house at the corner of 
Barcelona and Јаһопегоз 
Streets, Binondo. The room was 
reportedly leased to Toto Lim. 


E& Dip You KNOW 


TODAY, Nov. 22, is the 113th birth anniversary of poet, playwright and 
journalist Jose Corazon de Jesus who was born in Sta. Cruz, Manila. 
“Huseng Batute” also excelled in verbal jousts called the Balagtasan and 
acted їп movies like “Oriental Blood” (1930) and “Sa Pinto ng Langit” 
(1931). He entered politics but lost in his two attempts to become may- 
or of Santa Maria, Bulacan. Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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HOLIDAY SCENE 


Two boys on a bike ride past a store selling Christmas lanterns on Roxas Boulevard in Pasay City. 
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Labor case filed vs ABS-CBN 


TV editor accuses firm of denying him due process 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


AN EDITOR OF TELEVISION NET- 
work ABS-CBN the other day filed 
а case against the companys top 
news officals led by award-win- 
ning broadcast journalist Maria 
Ressa at the labor department. 
Ferdie Aboga, director of the 
network's day coverage, accused 
Ressa and the other officials of 
unjustly placing him under pre- 
ventive suspension and denying 
him his basic right to due process. 
“Not only was I not informed 
of the nature of the offense I was 
accused of, I was also not given 
any opportunity to defend my- 
self,” Aboga said їп а statement. 
In his complaint, he demand- 


Promo period is from November 21 to December 31, 2007. Per DT-NCR Permit 


ed over P2 million in actual, 
moral and exemplary damages. 

According to Aboga, Ressa and 
ABS-CBN news gathering chief, 
Charie Villa, asked him last 
September to give his side on al- 
legations that he had violated 
protocol in his pursuit of a story. 

He added that Vila later 
eared him, “having realized that 
the accusation was without basis." 

However, Bong Osorio, head 
of the ABS-CBN corporate com- 
munications office, said that 
Aboga has yet to be cleared of 
the charges against him. 

“Ferdie Aboga is under investi- 
gation for possible violations of the 
Code of Ethics, including trying to 
bribe a co-employee," Osorio said 


ina statement to the media. 

“He is also currently under 
preventive suspension to protect. 
the integrity of our news group," 
Osorio added, saying that net- 
work officials will soon come out 
with a decision on Aboga's case. 

In his complaint, Aboga re- 
called that the accusation against. 
him resurfaced a month after the. 
meeting that had supposedly 
cleared him of the charges. 

“This time, there were addi- 
tional accusations by TV Patrol 
supervising producer Beth Fron- 
doso of an alleged attempt (on 
my part) to bribe her to pursue 
the said story" he said. Aboga 
said he was surprised when 
Frondoso's statement led to Мз 


No. 5762. Series of 2007. 


preventive suspension for an un- 
determined period. This was fol- 
lowed by a second notice order- 
ing his suspension for 30 days. 

“I had no idea what was hap- 
pening. I was not even informed if 
a formal charge was filed against 
me, or what actions have I com- 
mitted that may have constituted 
а wrong,” Aboga said in а state- 
ment, stressing that he was not 
given a chance to confront his ac- 
cusers and defend himself. 

‘Aboga said he was with ABS- 
СВМ news for more than 10 years. 
He started as a segment writer 
and reporter for "Hoy Gising,” 
and was head writer for "Alas 
Singko Y Medya.” He also wrote 
for "TV Patrol" and “Bandila.” 
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Delinquent Binondo raid yields firecrackers cache 


taxpayers' 


By Tina G. Santos alias Zhen Teng Zhang. Cheng The antismuggling czar said 
property up is believed to be the owner of the seized firecrackers would be 
A AUTHORITIES YESTERDAY Tosaka Trading, a local compa- turned over to the Bureau of 
for auction seized some P4.2 million worth пу licensed to sell only locally Customs for disposal. 
of firecrackers and pyrotechnic manufactured firecrackers, асы Не added that PASG intelli- 
Ў devices suspected to have been cording to Undersecretary An- gence operations would contin- 
By Kristine L. Alave smuggled into ће country from tonio Villar Jr., PASG head. че especially since the raided 
China. Villar said Cheng faces crimi- establishment is believed to be 
THEMARIKINACITYGOVERN- Моге than 600 boxes of py- nal charges for violating Republic only one of several warehouses 
ment yesterday reminded its rotechnics were seized during a Act 7831 otherwise knownas the operated by Cheng in Binondo 
residents to pay their taxes raid conducted by members of Pyrotechnics Act and Tarifs and and other neighboring areas. 
promptly. Should they failtodo the Presidential Anti-Smug- Customs Code of the Philippines. Health authorities recently 
so, the local government said it gling Group at the Tosaka Trad- “We had to take immediate announced а crackdown on 
would not hesitate to foreclose ing warehouse on Asuncion action onthe reported storageof firecrackers with the approach 
their property and sell it. Street, Binondo in Manila. illegally imported firecrackers as of the Christmas season. The 
То prove that it is serious in Тһе agents went to the ware- this could pose a big risk to the health department wants to do 
cracking down on delinquent house at 10:30 a.m. yesterday residents in the area," Villar away with the use of firecrack- A POLICE officer inspects a box of firecrackers found inside a. 
residents, the city government to serve a warrant of seizure said. “If an explosion happens, ers by merrymakers by 2010 to Binondo warehouse. The firecrackers are believed to have been 
will put on the auction block to- and detention on Vicente Cheng countless lives could belost.” avoid accidents. smuggled into the country from China. кечо 
day 150 pieces of real property y 
seized by the Treasurer's Office d bb d fi b G d , be - 
ватон Army doctor nabbed after bar row GMA doesn't care about 
al estate taxes. The property 
consist of both residential and 


неми гуш errat. By Jeannette |. Andrade dent, and promised to pay for send her friend home and come publ ic perception 


: Dionisios cell phone. He also with him toa hotel. 
,,Larine Mayor Matides Fe” POLICEMEN YESTERDAY AR. denied making an “indecent When she refused, reminding 
папова еу togenerate mere Tested an Army doctor who al- proposal” to the victim. him that she was pregnant, Tan- 
[ean bx te курсым. legediy punched in the stomach Police investigators said that abe took her cell phone and 

Sheadded tharthe publicauc- four-month pregnant woman the incident happened at threw iton the floor. 
tion should instil responsibility after she reportedly refused to around 2:30 a.m. yesterday in- “T tried to take back the 
among city residents and еп. accompany him to a hotel. side the Zirkoh bar atthecomer phone buthe grabbed it,” Dioni- 
courage them to pay their taxes Capt. Noel Tanabe, assigned of Timog Avenue and Scout Tu- sio told the inoumen. At one 
on tine, noting that their taxes at the Armed Forces of the azon Street in Barangay Laging point, Tanabe hit her in the presidential Anti-Graft Com- 
are used to fund social services Philippines Medical Center Handa, Kamuning. stomach, causing her to double mission to be charged criminal. 
and infrastructure projects. pathology department, was йе Dioni med that Tan- over, the victim added. ee Ride А WM Ei har ийем 

The auction will be the sixth tained atthe Quezon City Police abe, whom she said she had Zirkohpersonnelthenstepped рот Armand Arena, were Subic loan for a major road buildin 
the city government has con- District Kamuning Station 10 known since February, invited їп and called up the police. SUMMUS omr Jose Cain гои pu wat ы 
ducted since it started the pro- after Ciara Dionisio, 24, com- her to go out with him. She Tanabe denied DionisioS ac- Jim, seaport manager Perfecto ks аге зам d 
gram in February 2003. Last plained that he hit her and de- agreed, although she asked a cusation, saying that he took Pascual customs collector Ma- The World Bank didn't defe 
year, it collected Р1.374 billion, stroyed her cell phone. friend to come along. the cell phone as payment for (irs Zamoranos and four oth- k E the Gane = duc 
P489 million of which came Tanabe, however, said that At the bar, however, the Army the P60,000 she allegedly bor- UE D HC UT EUM 


er customs officials. the time: 
from real property tax income. what happened was an acci- officer allegedly asked her to rowed from him. arenai foc alleged i eU of former President 


x P conspiracy in thesmugglingofde This new development would 
Muntinlu a council bats for woman power luxe vehicles at the Freeport. add to the perception of many 
p Areza should not have been that the administration of Presi- 
included in the charge sheet dent Gloria is the most corrupt 
By Julie М. Aurelio en more opportunities in pover- Council of Women will draw up ernment bodies. We will in- since his job is to manage the government in the eyes of for- 
E tyalleviation and social justice. strategies to meet women’s crease their role in different ar- Freeport. His work does not in- eign lenders. 
THE MUNTINLUPA CITY “е recognize the important needs in livelihood, health ser- eas,” San Pedro said. clude revenue collections inside RS 
Council has passed an ordi- roleof women inthecitystotal vicesand upgrading of skills. The mayors wife, Leah, the seaport; technically anti- But it seems the Macapagal- 
nance aimed at giving women development. Ме want Italsostressesthatwomenhave chairs another women's group Smuggling isnot his province. Arroyo administration no longer 
a stronger role in the city's marginalized women to have more active roles in the city’s gov- іп the city, the Organisasyon ng _ Going aftersmugglingisthejob cares about public perception. 
governance and development. more in employment, liveli- emanceanddevelopmentinorder Kababaihan sa Muntinlupa (Or- of Calimlim and Zamoranos who Time and again, surveys have 
City Ordinance 07-012, cre- hood, social services and skills to breakdown thegenderbarrier ganization of Women іп have allegedly been quite negli- shown that the President has 
ating the Council of Women, al- development" Muntinlupa ^ “We also want to ensure that Muntinlupa) or OK Muntinlu- gent in going after car smugglers. rated low in terms of public es- 
so supports the promotion of Mayor Aldrin San Pedrosaid. women will always be repre- pa. She is joined by Trina Bia- There are rumors going the teem. And yet she projects an “1 
gender equality by giving wom- Under the ordinance, the sented adequately in local gov- zon, wife of Rep. Ruffy Biazon. rounds that Subic Freeportis like don't care” attitude, making her 
Peyton Place, that fictional town even more the villain in the eyes 
in the US (and the title ofa 1956 of the majority of the citizenry. 
best seller) whose residents car- Twas already a reporter dur- 
x ried on wild affairs with persons ing the martial law years and I 
not their wives or husbands. can tell you that Marcos cared 
That's probably the reason about public perception even 
smugglers are having a good ifhe held people by the neck. 
time: People who are supposed to When newspapers reported 
WEAR IT THE WAY YOU FEEL IT goafter hem are toobusylooking corruption in some govern- 
into each other's eyes, and more. ment offices, Marcos would 
aan immediately relieve the offi- 
Many people in the know say cials concerned. 
Calimlim and  Zamoranos Аз a reporter covering the 
should have been relieved a Western (Manila) Police Dis- 
long time ago because they al- trict, I once wrote about the 
legedly don'tdo theirjobs well. abuses committed by many 
But Calimlim was allegedly policemen assigned at the Er- 
recommended by a powerful mita-Malate district. 
man who is not in govern- ^ Marcos personally ordered 
ment, while Zamoranos is al- the entire force at the WPD's 
legedly related to a controver- StationSreplaced. ° " 
sial former commissioner of But President Gloria? When 
the Commission on Elections. Iwas still in her good graces, I 
There would be fewer саѕеѕ told her time and again to 
of smuggling if people are stop or, at least, minimize the 
hired because they are quali- abuses committed by police- 
fied for the job andnot because men against civilians. 
they have connections, accord- All she did was to give a to- 
ingtoinsidersattheSBMA. ^ Кеп order to the Philippine 
f National Police to look into 
This is the first time the my complaint. 


ca METROBRIERS „1 
Tiangco running for president in 2016? 
WILL Navotas City Mayor Toby Tiangco be the opposition's standard bear- 
erin 2016 ? Yes, according to former Sen. Ernesto Maceda, one of the op- 
position's elder leaders, in a ceremony honoring the city's new barangay 
officials yesterday, which was also Tiangco's 40th birthday. "A principled 
man, honest and a hardworking public servant who could eventually be 
vice president and then president," Maceda described the mayor. Former 
president Joseph Estrada who was also present, agreed with Maceda's 
statement and added, "Senador типа (Senator first)". Tiangco said he 
was flattered but downplayed Maceda's statement. “It was said in jest be- 
cause it was my birthday, but I'm humbled and flattered,” he said 
Nancy C. Carvajal 


Traders gets 2 years for selling pirated software 
ATRADER has been sentenced to two years in prison by the Manila Re- 
Dressing up made simple gional Trial Court for peddling pirated software. Paquito Cantemprate 
Jr., owner of Benpag Enterprises оп Н. Lopez Boulevard, Tondo, was dl- 
with Fabulous Cover Gir So ordered by Judge Antonio Eugenio of Manila ATC Branch 24 to paya 
and Shinjuku Dresses fine of P50,000 after he was found to have violated the Intellectual, 
меа Property Code. Around 140 copies of pirated Microsoft software меге 
& Elegant Folle Foo! b seized from Cantemprate's store by operatives of the National Bureau of 
Investigation during a raid in November 2000. In his testimony, Can- 
‘temprate denied selling Microsoft software and said he only acted as ап 
agent for Maryanne Sacquing, an Internet cafe operator. 
Allison W. Lopez 


‘THE SMUGGLING OF LUXURY 
vehicles has been going on at 
the Subic Freeport for quite 
sometime now, but remains un- 
abated because some officials 
look the other way. Ramon 
Those recommended by the Tulfo a 


Special Mass for missing lawyer 
THE FAMILY of lawyer James Christopher T. Fernandez is inviting rela- 
tives and friends to а special celebration of his Ме on his birthday, Nov. 
MARKET! MARKET! 23. A special Mass will be celebrated by the new regent of the University 
T F of Santo Tomas College of Civil Law, Fr. Max Gatela, at 6 p.m., followed 
Bonifacio Global City by a reception at the lobby of the Faculty of Civil Law in the UST main 
building. Fernandez, 26, was a graduate of the college. On Nov. 3, he and 
his girtfriend, lawyer Analy Mangalindan, drowned in Pagudpud, locos 
DEPARTMENT STORE & SUPERMARKET Nore, although Fernandez's body has not been found. His parents are re- 
tired Judge Manuel and Сема Fernandez Jr. while his siblings are Armand 
and Desiree Fernandez-Ollveros, and Jack and Rhoda Fernandez. 
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BANGLADESH—OVERBUR- 
dened relief centers scram- 
bled on Wednesday to help 
tens of thousands of scared 
and hungry cyclone survivors, 
as worried aid groups tracked 
an outbreak of waterborne Ш- 
ness that reportedly left two 

children dead. 

Fistfights broke out in some 
relief camps, as ever-growing 
crowds of people struggled to 
get help after last week's cy- 
clone, which killed at least 
3,100 people and left many 
times that number homeless. 


In Purba Saralia, nearly 
2,000 people descended on a 
government-run relief camp, 
hurriedly set up in а firehouse, 
where officials only had food 
for 1,200. 

“This is а crisis. 1 don't have 
enough food and we have no 
work,” said Lal Mia, a farmer 
waiting in line. 

A few kilometers away, in 
the village of Basal Bar, fist- 
fights broke out among cy- 
clone victims as thousands оѓ 
people, who had gathered be- 
fore dawn, waited for rice at a 


WOMEN collect drinking water in the cyclone-affected coastal village 


eS 


‘of Noltona in Bangladesh. лт 


Scramble for relief goods 


food distribution center set up 
bya local aid group. 

‘The coastal area battered 
by Cyclone Sidr, meanwhile, 
һаз been struck with water- 
borne diseases, Dhaka's Daily 
Star newspaper reported, 
quoting local health officials. 

Two children died of diar- 
thea in ће hard: 
Patuakhali, the newspaper re- 
ported. 

The spread of waterborne 
diseases, which can spread 
quickly, is a major worry in the 
aftermath of such storms. AP 


it district of 


Consumer group finds 
trouble in US toyland 


WASHINGTON—US STORE 
shelves are still stacked with 
dangerous toys, a consumer 
group warned in a study pub- 
lished on Tuesday, despite a 
spate’ of recent health scares 
that prompted mass recalls of 
items made in China. 

Inspectors from the US Pub- 
lic Interest Research Group 
(PIRG) "still found trouble in 
toyland on store shelves this 
fall,” the group's Consumer Pro- 
‘gram Director Ed Mierzwinski 
said in a statement presenting 
its annual toy safety survey. 

‘The group found dozens of 
examples of toys and jewelry 
‘with high levels of lead and oth- 
er poisonous chemicals, dan- 
gerously strong magnets, and 
parts small enough to choke a 
child if swallowed, 

Almost 73,000 children un- 
der the age of five went to 


emergency rooms, and 20 chil- 
dren died, due to toy-related in- 
Juries in 2005, it said, citing da- 
ta from the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC). 

Another group, the Califor- 
nia-based Center for Environ- 
mental Health, last week re- 
ported finding various chil 
dren's products with illegally 
high levels of lead, including 
children's backpacks, rain pon- 
chos and vinyl lunchboxes. 

It said nine of 100 toys 
bought from various stores had 
high lead levels. The nine prod- 
ucts were all made in China. 

China is the world's top toy 
exporter, selling 22 billion toys 
overseas last year. 

А spate of overseas safety recalls 
this year targeted Chinese-made 
products ranging from seafood to 
car tires, with toys in the spotlight in 
recent months. АР 
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in ќай measuring 98 by 130 centimeters 
Keep | pienin jait (88 by 50 inches), in perfect con- 


dition. AFP 
urged a UN-backed genocide tri- 

bunal on Wednesday to deny bail Out as Army chief 

tothe former head of the Khmer [51 AMABAD-—Pakistan's Pervez 
Rouge's largest torture center, Musharraf is set to quitas Army 
saying his release could posea chief and become a civilian presi- 
threat to public orderin Cambo- dent at the weekend, a top govern- 
dia. Капа биек Eav, also known телі official said on Wednesday, 
as Duch, should remain behind as the military ruler won fresh US 
bars until his trial starts “mid-next hacking. Attorney general Malik 
year arona Mohammad Qayyum told AFP that 
Leang. The long-delayed tribunal тее Supreme Court throws cuta 
has not seta specific date forthe па! challenge on Thursday to 
start of trials. Duch, 65, is charged Musharraf's reelection as expect- 
with committing crimes against ев, he would hang up his uniform 
humanity as the commandant of ^ within days. The Pakistani leader 
the regime's notorious Tuo! Sleng аз been under intense interna- 
prison. He is one of five people — tional pressure led by the United 
held in connection with the com- States to end the state of emer- 
mpunist regime's brutal rule of gency he imposed on Nov. 3, quit 
Cambodia in the 1970s. as chief of Army staff, hold fair 


i elections and free political prison- 
Money in trash ers. Musharraf seized power in a. 
NEW YORK—A painting found in bloodless coup in 1999. AFP 
a pile of trash on a New York i 

street sold at Sotheby's auction Strike at US bases 

house late Tuesday for $1 million, ^ TOKYO. Tens of thousands of 
negtly,20 years after it was stolen Japanese workers at US military 
from a warehouse in Texas. "Tres Базе in Japan went on strike on 
personajes" ("Three People”),@ Wednesday, protesting a govern- 
1970 work by Rufino Tamayo, опе — ment plan to cut their benefits as 
of Mexico's best known artists. part of an effort to tighten its bud- 
was bagged for $1,049,000 bya get for support of the 50,000 US 
north American buyer who fought = troops here. Japan covers support 
off a telephone bidder, the auction апо operational costs for the US 
house sald. It had been saved bases in Japan under an agree- 
from the garbage by Elizabeth телі with Washington, adding up 
Gibson, who spotted емо to a budget of billions of dollars 


while out walking one morningin gach year, more than any other 
2003, She found theartwork, поз ошту, r 


E 


АР 


АР 


Tel No. (632) 725-8888 


TCA. 


Tel No. (632) 914-1270 / 73 


НА OGIES. inc. 


Tel No. (632) 524-0393 loc 604 


ПЕ 


Editor Luverne В. Gueco 


BREAKTHROUGH 


Organ transplants 
grown in lab seen 


CHICAGO TRANSPLANTABLE 
hearts grown in petri dishes and 
the regeneration of amputated 
limbs were once the things of sci- 
ence fiction. 

But a major breakthrough 
brought those dreams closer to 
reality on Tuesday after re- 
searchers announced they were 
able to turn the clock back on skin 
cells and transform them into 
stem cclls, the mutable building 
blocks of organs and tissues. 

“This is truly the Holy Grail: 
то be able to take а few cells 
from a patient—say a cheek 
swab or few skin cells—and 
turn them into stem cells in the 
laboratory,” Robert Lanza of Ad- 
vanced Cell Technology said. 

“It's a bit like learning how to 
turn lead into gold,” he said. 

While the research is still in 
its infancy, the potential bene- 
fits are “tremendous,” said Lan- 
za, who has already found ways 
to cut the death rate following 
heart attacks in half, restore 
blood to limbs which would 
otherwise have to be amputat- 
ed and construct a functioning 
kidney using stem cells. 


able to infinitely replicate them- 
selves and can be turned into 
any of 220 different types of 
cells in the human body. 

But access to stem cells has 
been restricted due to complica- 
tions, both ethical and technical, 
of harvesting human embryos. 

The new technique, while far 
from perfected, is so promising 
that the man who managed to 
clone the world’s first sheep, Dol- 
ly is giving up his work cloning 
embryos to focus on stem cells de- 
rived from skin cells. 

“The fact that (the) introduc- 
tion of a small number of pro- 
teins into adult human cells 
could produce cells that are 
equivalent to embryo stem cells 
takes us into an entirely new era 
of stem cell biology,” said Ian 
‘Wilmut, the Scottish researcher 
who first created a viable clone 
by transferring a cell nucleus in- 
toanew embryo. 

“We can now envisage a time 
when a simple approach can be 
used to produce stem cells that 
are able to form any tissue from 
a small sample taken from any 
of us,” he said. АЕР 


THIS recent 2007 handout 
photo provided by the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison shows 
genetic modifications in skin cells 
to induce the cells into what 
scientists calla pluripotent 
state—a condition that is 
essentially the same as that of 
‘embryonic stem cells. 


The use of skin cells will even- 
tually allow doctors to create 
stem cells with a specific patient's 
genetic code, eliminating the risk 
that the body would reject trans- 
planted tissues or organs. 

It also will lead to a virtual 
explosion in the availability of 
research materials used to test 
new drugs and understand how 
diseases like cancer, diabetes 
and Alzheimer's function. 

That's because stem cells are 
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Mercedes-Benz Global City 


Mercedes-Benz 


The New C-Class is here and your driving experience will never feel the same again. 


» The Agility Control system employs a selective 
damping system that automatically adjusts the 
suspension to changing road conditions, resulting 
in greater drive comfort and responsiveness. 

> With a dominant front grill, distinctive 
headlights and sleek lines that sweep dynamically 
upwards behind it, the New C Class projects an 
authoritative presence. Equally impressive is its 
ability to take on a distinctly luxurious, sporty or 
race track personality, depending on the preference 


32nd St. cor. Rizal Drive, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, 1634, Metro Manila 
Greenhills - 1008 EDSA, Greenhills, San Juan 1502, Metro Manila Tel: (632) 7235808 Fax: (6227267741 Mobile: (63920) 9046472 E«maitmercedesbeniGcats.com.ph 


of the owner made available through the Elegance 
and Avantgarde option design lines. 

> Convenience is, quite at your fingertips in 
the New C-Class. The cockpit management and data 
system empowers you to take charge of the audio, 
video and telephone systems that functions with 
the Controller, а single button located conveniently 
in front of the armrest. Another special feature is 
the Integrated Bluetooth Telephony which allows 
you to take calls without taking your hands off the 
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wheel, or your attention from the road. Visit our 


Mercedes-Benz 
Yourself! 


Showrooms today and C-For 
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Tourist Malaysia - Phil 
clo Embassy of Malaysia, 
ox, The World Center Building 
21 Puyat Avenue 


Fax: (632), 8159153 


Mercedes-Benz Financial 
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Celebrating 550 Years of Nationhood 


Once a sleepy mining town, 
Kuala Lumpur is today a booming 
metropolis to rival any of the 
world's great cities. Most noted 
for the Petronas Twin Towers 
which dominate the skyline, KL 
also has many fascinating sights, 
sounds, tastes and smells to offer 
adventurers on the streets. Feel 
the pulse of the city within the 
Golden Triangle ~ the hub of KL, 
or venture out to the outlying 
limestone cave temples at Batu 
Caves. And if you're feeling 
lucky, the casino at the hill resort 
of Genting Highlands isn’t too 
far away. As always in Malaysia, 
top off your tour of KL with 
а generous meal. You'll be so 
spoilt for choice, you'll wish you 


had an extra stomach. 
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RP opens 
World Cup 
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Hapee goes for clean sweep today 


WITH A SEMIFINAL SLOT TUCKED UNDER ITS BELT, HAPEE зтаноноз Ihe Complete 


w 
Toothpaste goes fora sweep when the 2008 PBL V-Go Extreme i25, ү uM m 
H 
2 
1 


Energy Drink Cup resumes today at the Arena in San Juan. Toyota maculate slate 
Mall And More against a team 
ae with ^ nothing 
Bacchus _ 4 much to lose, 
GAMES TODAY Pharex, in the 4 
(The Arena рт. game. 
2p.m—San Mig Coffee Serving as cur- 
vs Bacchus. tain-raiser at 2 
4pm—Pharax pm. will be the 
vsHapee Toothpaste encounter be- 
tween San Mig 
Coffee and winless Bacchus where the Coffee 
Kings hope to secure a quarterfinal berth. 
Hapee is enjoying its hottest start in years, 
raising its record to 6-0 last Tuesday by 
rolling back Toyota Balintawak, 79-75. 
“Tve been with the team for quite a long 
time and we're very happy that we reached 
another milestone in this conference," said 
Hapee team manager Bernard Yang, whose 
charges only won five games last season. 
But Hapee coach Jun Noel said there's no 
reason to put down their guard yet as they 
need to sustain their intensity. 
“We're still far from our mission but we're 
confident of accomplishing it with the way 
my players are performing,” said Noel. 
Hapee is expected to lean anew on Reed 
Juntilla, Mark Borboran, Larry Rodriguez 
and Fil-Am Gabe Norwood. 
Joining the Complete Protectors in the 
semis is idle Harbour Centre, which finished 
the eliminations with 6-1 card. 
San Mig needs to beat Bacchus to tie Mail 
and More and Toyota Balintawak in the 
standings and join Hapee and Harbour in 
Group A with a superior quotient. WILLIE Miller of the Alaska Aces looks for a way past the 
If the Raiders score an upset, they will defense of Purefoods guard Brandon Cablay in their game 


aL. drag down San Mig to Group B with Mail and ions Leag 
RICO Maierhofer of Harbour Centre finds himself trapped in a sea of Mail and More More moving up to Group A. LA PBA, Champion League andother spars 


defenders last Tuesday. The Batang Pier won, 74-66. комм Marc Anthony Reyes 
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RP opens World Cup bid 


Rosales, Lascufia compete 
against some of golf's best 


DONGGUAN, ^ CHINA—THONGCHAI 
Jaidee and Prayad Marksaeng will be 
decked out in Thailand’s national colors 
as they bid for glory in the Omega Mis- 
sion Hills World Cup which begins on 
Thursday. 

The Thai duo will use matching strips of 
white, blue and red shirts—colors of the Thai 
national flag—in the opening three rounds at 
the Mission Hills Golf Club and weara yellow 
strip as a show of respect to the King of Thai- 
land in Sunday's final round. 

Prayad said it was Thongchai's idea to use 
matching kits for this weeks $5 million 
showpiece, which will see 28 nations com- 
peting for the Omega Mission Hills World 
Cup, an event widely regarded as "The 
Olympics of Golf.” 

“We hope that this will inspire us," said 
Prayad, a five-time winner on the Asian Tour. 

Asia's hopes will also be led by the home 
team of Liang Wen-chong, the current Asian 
Тош” UBS Order of Merit leader, and Zhang 
Lian-wei, India's Jyoti Randhawa and Gau- 
„rav Ghei and Gerald Rosales and Tony Lascu- 
fia of the Philippines. 

The first and third rounds will use the 
fourball (better ball) format while the second 
‘and final rounds will use the foursomes (al- 
temate shot) format. 
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Arevalo 
boots out 
SEAG 


teammate 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


five-man RP contingent seeing action this 
week in the inaugural Hana Bank Vietnam 
Masters at the Hanoi Phoenix Golf Resort 
course. 

Joining Murakami, who scored a break- 
through Asian Tour win in the Iskandor Jo- 
hore Open in Malaysia two months ago, are 
Angelo Que, Mars Pucay, Jerome Delariarte 
and Marlon Dizon. 

Thongchai, fresh from a joint second finish 
in last week's UBS Hong Kong Open, hopes 
the team will stage a memorable run at Mis- 
sion Hills, the world's largest golf complex 
with 12 courses. 

Thongchai believes the Thais can eclipse 
the favorites this week who include Eng- 
land's Justin Rose and Ian Poulter, South 
Africans Retief Goosen and Trevor Immel- 
man and Scotland's Colin Montgomerie and 
Marc Warren, who were last year's runner-up 
in Barbados. The Thais won the qualifying 
event in Asia, the Fortis International Chal- 
lenge, with a 30-under-par winning score. 

"Weare very confident. With Prayad, we 
have a very good team. We'll try to win. If 
ме can do it, itl be big for Thailand. We'll 
work together and plan our strategy. 
Prayad is in good form and I enjoyed myself 
in Hong Kong. My iron play and driving was 
good,” said Thongchai, а two-time Asian 


CZARINA MAE AREVALO OUTLASTED FEL- 
low Southeast Asian Games-bound Denise 
Dy, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2, yesterday to reach the sec- 
ond round of the PLDT-Smart ITF women's 
tennis circuit at the Manila Polo Club shell- 
courts. 

The 22-year-old Arevalo, in the final 
phase of her training for the Thailand SEAG 
two weeks from now, was surprised by Dy's 
fast-paced game and needed to work dou- 
Ме time in the next two sets to advance 
against a Japanese foe. 

The only remaining local hope ‘will 
square off with Ayumi Oka, the fifth-seeded 
netter who downed China's Xi Lu, 4-6, 6-3, 
63. 

pushed too hard in the first set, i tried 
to win it fast,” said Arevalo, who won the 
bronze medal in the SEAG team event two 
years ago. 

Bambi Zoleta and Fil-Am Michelle Pang 


Meanwhile, Artemio Murakami will lead a 


SPORTSWATCH 


Korean 9-ball: Willi 


brings down Zerna 

"FILIPINO RICKY "BAI" ZERNA BOWED TO. 
tournament favorite Charlie "The Korean 
Dragon" Williams of the United States but. 
wound up the best Filipino finisher in the 
recent 2007 Korea Pro 9-Вай Tour over the 
weekend in Incheon, Korea. 

Williams played a near-perfect match 
in beating compatriot Rodney "Rocket" 
Morris of the United States, 7-3, in the 
semifinal. He then stopped the giant. 
killing ways of Zerna, 7-1, in the finals. 

The victory gave Williams his 3rd in- 
ternational title in Korea and $15,000 for 
‘Ast place. 

Zerna received a $5,000 runner-up 
paycheck. 

The Bacolod-Dumaguete City based 
Zerna outclassed countryman Jundel 
“Jano” Mazon, 10-8, in the quarterfinals 
then subdued Joven "The Shark" Busta- 
mante, 7-1, in the ser а! round. 

Marion Bernardino, Contributor 


Flyweight champ Donaire 
says Arce up next 

CEBU CITY—REACTING TO A REPORT 
stating that popular Mexican Jorge 


"Travieso" Arce wants to fight him, world 
flyweight champion Nonito Donaire and 


his trainer father Noni 
statement: "Arce is ne 

Although not 
looking past his 
Dec. 1 opponent. 

Luis Maldonado, 
Nonito Jr. wel- 
comed Arce's 
dare and hope 
the Mexican 
backs up his 
statement. 

"Donaire isa 
great champion. 
Humble. He de- 
serves my respect. He didn't say much. 
He just simply went in there and KO'd the 
big mouth Vie Darchinyan,” Arce told 
Fightbeat.com. “If | get a chance to fight 
with him it Беа great fight. But be- 
lieve me, it won't be like that fight he had 
with the fraud Vic Darhinyan." 

Donaire stated that they were original- 
ly contacted to fight Arce, and the Fil- 
‘American champion had even tried bulk- 
ing up to prepare for the Mexican war- 
rior. However, by some mysterious twist, 
Donaire was told Arce will not be his next 
‘opponent but Maldonado. 

Salven Lagumbay, Contributor 


issued this 


‘Bakbakan’ unveils third 


round today 

THE BLOCKBUSTER NFGB BAKBAKAN 
‘National 10-stag derby, which has drawn 
1,463, enters its third day of champi- 
onship today at Araneta Coliseum with 
80 fights on tap. 

Attention wil be focused on the Negros. 
Occidental and Mindanao breeders with 4 
and 4.5 points who will compete against. 
top rated cockers of Metro Manila. 

 Accoding to National Federation of 
Gamefowl Breeders (NFGB) president Ri- 
соу Palmares Jr., big prizes also await 
‘those who complete the finals with seven or 
eight points. 

‘Action continues at Makati Coliseum on 
‘Saturday and Monday (Nov. 24 and 26) and 
at Araneta Coliseum (Nov. 27). 


Tour No. 1. 


SUPER GRANDMASTERS NI HUA 
and Zhang Zhong head more than 
20 foreign players seeing action in 
the Second President Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo Cup International 
Open chess championship starting 
today at the Duty Free Fiesta Mall in 
Parafiaque City. 

With China's top guns, including 
defending champion GM Zhang 
Pengxiang, competing in the World 
Chess Cup, Ni assumes top seeding 
with his Elo rating of 2641. Zhang, an- 
other Chinese now representing Sin- 
gapore, follows with his Elo of 2634, 

‘Another Chinese, GM Li Hao, is 
ranked third with his Elo of 2548. 

Southeast Asian Games power- 
house Viemam, Indonesia, and Iraq 
are also fielding entries, crowding out 
the Filipinos in the chase for the 
$6000 champions purse of the 
$40,000 event. 

The Philippines’ bid in the nine- 
round Swiss system tournament 
will be spearheaded by GMs Joey 
Antonio, Eugene Torre and Mark 
Paragua and rising star Internation- 


MANDAUE CITY, CEBU—PHILIPPINE 
bantamweight champion Michael 
Domingo looks at the horizon and sees 
big things for himself in his chosen 
sport. 

In fact, he is not afraid to mouth off 
his plans: He hopes to get into the ring 
against the best bantamweights in the 
world anytime next year in the hopes of 
snaring a world crown. 

"Idon'tcare who itis, ГЇ fight anyone 
within my weight class," said Domingo. 


GERALD Rosales pairs up with Tony Lascufia for the World Cup. 


Ni top pick as GMA Cup starts 


al Master Wesley So. 

Also expected to fare well are IMs 
Oliver Dimakiling, Jayson Gonzales 
and Ronald Dableo, who is returning 
to competition after a nine-month lull. 

Vietnam is sending GMs Nguyen 
Anh Dung Elo (2537) and GM Dao 
Thien Hai (2530). 

Other Singaporeans in the fold are 
WGM Li Ruofan (Elo 2417) and 
WEMS Liu Yang (2056) and WFM Vic- 
toria Chan Wei-¥i (1879). 

Leading Indonesia's charge are Tir- 
to, Taufik Malay Nathaniel Situru, 
Surya Wayudu, Farid Firman Syah 
and WIM Irine Kharisma Sukandar. 

Iraq will field IM Saad Abdullah 
Sarsam, FM Noah Ali Hseein and Dil- 
shad Emadal-din Muhammad. 

National Chess Federation of the 
Philippines president Prospero Pichay 
Jr and Duty Free general manager 
Michael Kho will make the ceremonial. 
moves during the 3 p.m. opening rite. 

First round action starts right after 
the ceremony. 

“Ав in the intemational touma- 
ments that we have already hosted, 


In the meantime, he has the chance. 
to prove his worth: Domingo will face 
Anthony Matias of Tanzania as part of 
the fight card in the "Payback" event 
slated Dec. 2at the Araneta Coliseum. 

It will be the perfect stage to show- 
case his stuff and attract offers from cur- 
rent titleholders. The Payback card will 
be topped by Filipino superban- 
tamweight prospect Rey "Boom Boom” 
Bautista, who will go up against Anto- 
nio “Barrio” Meza of Mexico in a bid to 


‘we expect this year's competition to be 
Just as successful,” said Pichay, who is 
determined to produce more Filipino 
grandmasters before the year ends. 

Already, Pichay has produced one 
GM in Darwin Laylo, who's the coun- 
пуз lone representative to the World 
Chess Cup set to start Nov 24 in Khan- 
ty Mansiysk, Russia. 

After the PGMA Cup, the NCFP will 
stage the Pichay Cup Intemational 
Open, a nine-round tournament set 
Dec. 1-8. 


earlier dropped their respective first-round 
matches against Indonesian opponents last 
Tuesday. 

Arevalo, who has a scholarship with Uni- 
versity of Bangkok, lost a lot of weight in 
preparation for the SEA Games, but she still 
lacked speed when the lean Dy sent'her all 
over the court with an array of shots to éasi- 
ly take the opening sets. 

Dy's hard work, however, took its toll on 
her hamstring which she hurt during the 
PCA Open two week ago. 

Sensing Dys trouble, Arevalo rallied 
with her powerful forehands and occasion- 
al forays to the net. 

No local bets reached the quarterfinals in 
the first week of the tournament and Areva- 
lo said she'll try to reverse that trend today. 

“ТИ just go out there and give it my best 
shot and we'll see what happens,” said 
Arevalo. 


VICTORIOUS: Native Land (eft pane) and jockey Jesse Guce top the 12th 
Marho Breeder's Cup Day which grossed more than P41.6-M at the Santa 
Ana Park. Native Land's connections (from left) trainer Anthony Henson, 
‘owner Tony Tan, breeder Alex Mamon and Guce celebrate with Marho 
oficials led by president and Mandaluyong City Mayor Benhur Abalos. 


Domingo hopes ‘Payback’ will be stepping stone 


resucitate his gasping career. 

Domingo plans to make the Mathias 
bout his final stepping stone in getting a 
crack at the world title. 

There are four current bantamweight 
champs and one of them, World Boxing 
Organization (WBO) kingpin Gerry Pe- 
ñalosa, is also a Filipino. 

Hoizumi Hasegawa of Japan is the 
current World Boxing Council (WBC) 

bantamweight champion, Wladimir 
Sidorenko holds the World Boxing As- 


Wushu worlds: Wang bags gold; 
j;, Philippines finishes 7th 


WANG: Ready for SEA Games. 


WILLY WANG BAGGED A GOLD 
medal to lead the Philippines’ sev- 
'enth place finish in the recent 9th 
World Wushu Championship at the 
National Olympic Center in Beijing. 
A previous world silver medalist, 
Wang finished on top this time, 
beating Indonesian Heriyanto in the 
Nan Quan event (Southem Fist 
style) of the meet that attracted 
nearly 1,000 wushu athletes from 
89 countries. 
Matsura Arata of Japan settled 
for the bronze medal. 
‘The Philippines also came 
, home with two silver and 
two bronze medals en 
route to seventh overall, 
а good indication of its 
readiness in the 24th 
SEA Games in Thai- 
land next month. 
Wang was a dou- 
ble gold medal win- 
пег in the 2005 
Manila SEA Games. 
Jennifer Lagilag 


and Mary Jane Estimar, who both 
competed in the women's sanshou 
48 kg. and 52 kg., respectively, pro- 
duced the silvers. 

The bronze medals came from 
Marian Mariano (60 kg), also in 
women's sanshou, and Benjie 
Rivera (56 kg) in men's sanshou. 

A native of Baguio City, Lagilag 
bested Naw Mar Htun of Myanmar 
in the semifinal but lost to Viet- 
namese Nguyen Thi Bich in the final 
match. 

Estimar was outclassed in the 
championship round by Qin LiZi of 
China. She advanced to the finals 
with a victory over Farzaneh De- 
hgani Younart of Iran. 

Rivera was a gold medalist in the 
52 kg class of the men's sanshou in 
the 2005 Vietnam edition, but com- 
peted this time in the 56 kg. division 
won by Zhang Shuai Ke of China. 

Mariano finished behind Luong 
Thi Hoa of Viemam and Zahra Kari- 
mi Vardanjani of iran. 

Inquirer Sports Staff 


sociation (WBA) crown and African 
Joseph Agbeko is the International Box- 
ing Federation (IBF) ruler. 

The 28-year-old Domingo is a 49- 
fight veteran who created a stir when he 
outpointed erstwhile undefeated Mexi- 
can Miguel Roman during the Philip- 
pines’ 5-1 trashing of Mexico in the 
World Cup of Boxing. 

Boxing fans from around the country 
will get the chance to watch the fights 
live through АВС5 starting at 9:30 a.m. 


Sherwood tilt 
gets going 


SHERWOOD HILLS CAPS ITS 2007 SEASON 
on a high note with the staging of the much 
awaited Chairman's Cup on Saturday in 
"Trece Martirez, Cavite. 

Sherwood Hills, which has one of Jack 
Nicklaus’ favorite signature courses all over 
the globe, was voted by Golf Digest Interna- 
tional (GDD, the world’s No. 1 golf maga- 
zine, as the 85th best golf course outside of 
the US and No. 1 in Southeast Asia. 

A couple of weeks after getting the GDI 
certificate, www.golf007.com, Asia's leader 
in golf website based in China, gave Sher- 
wood Hills a four-star rating as one of the 
Asian region's top courses and a must:play 
in the Philippines 

“The Chairman's Cup is our humble way 
of thanking the people who support us,” 
said Sherwood Hills chair Robert John So- 
brepefia. * 

Sobrepefia, will lead the 150 participants 
ina Filipino-fiesta theme one-day competi- 
tion sponsored by Golforce Inc., Wilson 
Sports, Club Leisure, Custom Clubmakers, 
Veincare and Sports Specialist. 

Also joining are sports and games com- 
mittee chair Jimmy Borromero and tourna- 
ment head Thirdy Escafio in the annual 
‘two-man team, best ball event. 
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Star-studded 
PBA Legends 


cager Abe King 

had both good IN HupDLe 
news and bad P 
when he called 
from Seattle, 
Washington. 
last Sunday. 

First 
good news. 

“The РВА 
Legends Tour to 
four citiesin Cal- 

sifornia will be truly, truly star-studded; а 
dream come true for PBA fans here in the 
United States,” Abe said. 

“No less than the Living Legend Sonny 
Jaworski has signed up for the Tour and 
so have PBA greats Mon Fernandez, 
Philip Cezar and coaches Baby Dalupan 
and Dante Silverio of arch rivals Crispa 
and Toyota.” 

The list, he said, grows longer and 
„longer with every day that passes, what 
‘with many players offering their services 
even if they have to pay their own air- 
fare. 


the 


Beth Celis 


As of last count, the entourage was 
up (025, according to Abe. 
‘And to think that just last October, 
| when he visited Manila to finalize ar- 
rangements, there were only a little 
more than 10 players on the list: Alvin 
Patrimonio, Allan Caidic, Samboy Lim, 
Jojo Lastimosa, Manny Victorino, Din- 
‘do Pumaren, Ronnie Magsanoc, Bong 
Ravena, Gerry Esplana, Vergel Mene- 
ses, Hector Calma and Jerry Codi 
|, Wem 
|, "This number has grown to include 
Olsen Racela,. Johnny Abarrientos, 
Dwight Lago, Jay Mendoza, Bong Al- 
varez, Art dela Cruz, and Bobby Jose. 

The bad news isn't really bad, but 
Abe, who's chair of the PBA Legends 
USA Foundation ,will have to work 
|. harder to accommodate the 25-man 

entourage. 
|. "The foundation is shouldering all 
‚ the expenses, which include air fare, 
|, board and lodging and per-game al- 
|. lowance. 

"Tm thinking of tapping sponsors such. 
as Philippine Airlines, baka matulungan 
naman kami sa айг fare,” Abe said. 

“After all, the money that will be raised 
from the Legends Tour will be put to 
good use. The proposed projects of the 
foundation include medical and dental 


p 
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Pagunsan seizes PGAP golf lead with 63 


By Musong R. Castillo 


JUVIC PAGUNSAN WAS NEAR FLAW- 
less in shooting a five-under-par 63 
yesterday to take a two-stroke lead 
‘over Orlan Sumcad and Elmer Sal- 
vador in the P1 million PGAP Chal- 
lenge at Camp Aguinaldo. 

‘The former caddy at Binitin in Ba- 
colod, who is emerging as one of the 


stars of the Asian Tour, gunned down 
six over the wet and muddy 
military layout to total 129 with 18 
holes to play. 

Sumcad, the 32-year-old who held 
the first-round lead with his version 
of a 63 on Tuesday, skied to a 69 after 
failing to judge his short game well. 
He fell into a second place tie with 
Salvador, who churned out a 65. 


BATTLE OF ‘SLAM GREATS 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA—IF ROGER 
Federer expected an easy victory 
over his balding opponent, he 
found out early in their exhibition 
match that Pete Sampras still has 
his powerful serve. 

The world’s top-ranked player came 
back to beat the man he is chasing for 
the all-time Grand Slam titles record. 
Federer won, 6-4, 6-3, on Tuesday in the 
first of three Asian exhibitions. These 
tennis greats of the past and present 
meet again Thursday in Kuala Lumpur 
and Saturday in Macau. 

“Pete was one of my idols growing up 
and it's great to play him,” Federer said. 
"It wasn't easy for me; it wasn't easy for 
him as he's been retired five years. Tam 
No. 1 and everyone expects me to win.” 

The 36year-old Sampras brought 
cheers from the crowd at Seoul's Olympic 
Tennis Arena with two aces in his first 
service game against an opponent a 


Former Philippine Open champion 
Cassius Casas also struggled, limping 
home with a 69 to be at 134, tied with 
obscure Ibarra Quiachon, who fired a 
70. 

The cut was pegged at 140 and 
among the notables who failed to ad- 
vance were Benjie Magada and Juani- 
to Pagunsan, Juvic's father. 

A cool P300,000 awaits the winner 


ROGER Federer of Switzerland (left) and Pete Sampras of the US will go at it two 
more times in a battle between the sport's leading Grand Slam champions. revress 


decade younger. Sampras proceeded to 
break Federer's serve, then moved ahead 
4-2courtesy of a drop shot. 


Sampras’ trademark serves and vol- 
leys were on display, but he understand- 
ably moved around the court slower 


Manotoc leads AsPac tilt : 


КОО 


ofthis event also being backed by Kim 
Yung-ho, Kim Koo-sik and Col. Rey- 
naldo Ochosa, the general manager 
of Camp Aguinaldo. Second place is 
worth P110,000 and third P75,000. 
Veteran Ruben Sasutil, after a 66, 
stood six shots off the lead at 135 like 
Randy Garalde (70) and Mario 
Manubay, who won the RP Open more 
than a decade back, who fired a 66. 


Federer scores first point 


than he did during his 1990s heyday: 
Federer took advantage of a slew of un- 
forced errors to come back to win the 
firstset. В 

Other than three successive lobs that 
Federer served up to his opponent in the. 
second game of the second set, the 
match was a competitive, though light- 
hearted, affair. 

By early in the second set, Federer 
was hitting his stride. He completed the 
straight-set victory with little trouble. 

Sampras retired їп 2002, a year after 
the only previous meeting between the. 
pair at Wimbledon. Federer won that 
fourth-round match in five sets. 

Sampras won a record 14 Grand 
Slams, but Federer, who owns 12 titles, 
could break the mark in 2008. 

“I have no plans to come back from 
retirement," Sampras said. "You have to 
come back for a reason. just stay home 
and watch Roger win on television." AP. 


уту 
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TOMMY MANOTOC BIRDIED THE LAST 
hole to salvage an even par 72 and take the 
individual lead while powering the Philip- 
pines to the top in team play at the start of 
the 2007 Asia-Pacific Senior Amateur Golf 
Championship yesterday at Mt. Malarayat 
in Lipa City. 

Manotoc nearly put to naught a stirring 
front-side stint of 33 as he fumbled with 
four bogeys at the back, including three 
straight from No. 11, before closing with 
his fourth birdie of the day on the tough 
Batangas course which used the Mt. Lobo 
and Mt. Malipunyo nines. 

That gave the 57-year-old former nation- 


al team mainstay, now the Calatagan Golf 
Club manager, a two-stroke lead over de- 
fending individual champion Rodney Bal- 
trop of New Zealand, who bogeyed the last 
two holes for a 74 and dropped into joint 
second with Australian Brian Sams in the 
54-hole championship. 

Iggy Clavecilla, the reigning back-to- 
back national seniors champion and Man- 
otoc's teammate in RP Team I, carded a 75 
for joint fourth with three others in the in- 
dividual play even as the Philippines took a 
three-stroke lead over Australia and Korea 
in the team competition with a 147 aggre- 
gate. 


missions, scholarship grants, low-cost 
housing and basketball clinics, with the 


Since I last talked with acting PBA 
"commissioner Sonny Barrios more 
than a week ago, there has only been 
one addition to the nominations for 
commissioner and three subtractions 
from the original six. 
[, Businessman/player agent Arben 
“Santos has declined for health and age 
reasons. Ateneo sports director Ricky 
Palou and NBA Asia's Carlo Singson al- 
so begged off. 

Ricky said he has a commitment to 
Ateneo until 2010 and likewise 
Singson to NBA Asia. 

The latest to be nominated was Ate- 
| neo coach Norman Black, who also de- 
dined because he has a commitment 
to the academe until year 2009. 


|" — All told, four of the seven people nomi- 


nated have declined. The PBA is now left 
with the short list of Pato Gregorio, BAP- 
SBP executive director, Chito Salud and 
Lambert Ramos. 

Sonny B. said the PBA board has until 
the end of office hours on Friday, Nov. 23, 
to Submit more nominations. 

Не doesn't feel there will be an exten- 
sion. 

When the nominations have been 
dosed, the selection committee com- 
posed of PBA chair Tony Chua of Red 
Bull, vice chair Joaqui Trillo of Alaska, 
treasurer Robert Non of San Miguel, gov- 
ernors Ricky Vargas of Talk and Text and 
Lito Alvarez of Air 21 will then proceed to 


interview the candidates. си 


MABUHAY CHAMPS: Businessman Augusto Theodore de Jesus 
receives his Mabuhay Miles Invitational golf tournament trophy from 
Henry So Uy (left) and executive vice president of organizer 
Philippine Airlines, and Babsie Aragon, PAL assistant vice president. 
Right panel shows ladies division champion Lanie Verar receiving her 
trophy from PAL senior vice president Capt. Julio Hernandez. 


Um Ecl 


Uy scored 40 points to top Class A 
by two points over Windy Imperial 


TOP MARATHONERS: 2007 Milo Marathon champions Cresenciano 
Sabal (right) and Flordeliza Carreon raise their trophies on the 


podium, where they were joinéd by Milo executives and race officials. 


Guam race gives young rider 
shot at representing RP 


WHEN IT COMES TO MO- 
tocross, Kenneth San Andres has 
shown that he is already the next. 


big star in the country. 


He is now out to prove that he 
is the next big name for the 


country 


San Andres will represent the 
Philippines in the FIM Asia-Pa- 
cific Series on Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 
in the American territory of 
Guam, his biggest stint so far 
outside of the junior ranks. 
San Andres, who used to 
dominate the junior division, re- 
cently graduated into perform- 
зы ing against grizzled race veter- 

ans in the premier Pro Open of 
С the Any Sunday MX Series at the 
KENNETH San Andres shows off his stuff. Fast Track Circuit in Taguig City. 


South Wales Golf Club. 


and Gerald Katigbak who made 37. 

In Class B, Eusebio also fired 40 
points to nip Julius Reyes by one 
and Danilo Reyes (37 points). 

They join ladies division winner 
Rosalie Heo in carrying the coun- 
trys colors in the amateur golf 
event slated Dec. 3-8 at the New 


Last week, he cemented his 
reputation as motocross’ hottest 
new star by emerging as overall 
Pro Open champion of the Na- 
tional Motorcycle Sports and 
Safety  Association-sanctioned 
series. 

‘And the names he left biting 
dust were no regular riders. 

San Andres, а many-time 
Philippine Sportswriters Associ- 
ation awardee, won the first 
heat as he pulled away from his 
rivals Glenn Aguilar and Jimboy 
Marcelo. 

spill, however, in the second 
race had Aguilar securing the 
win, preventing San Andres 
from scoring a double triumph. 

Inquirer Sports Staff 


Uy, 2 others grab BMW world slots 


JERRY UY, VIC EUSEBIO AND RO- 
salie Heo will represent the Philip- 
pines in the BMW Golf Cup world fi- 
nal in Sydney after topping a week- 
long series of qualifying tourna- 
ments at the Eagle Ridge Aoki 


Heo produced 34 points to beat 
Theresa Arevalo (33 points). 

The BMW Golf Cup International 
is composed of more than 150,000 
participants from 40 countries, 

Last year, Philippine representa- 
tives Anthony Duay, Danilo Merca- 
do and Virgie Bote wound up sec- 
ond in the Nations Cup team event. 


, беа Horses score 


‘THE DEFENDING CHAMPION ARELLANO 
University Chiefs and the PATTS School of 
Aeronautics Sea Horses came through with 
impressive starts yesterday in the 15th Na- 
tional Capital Region Athletic Association 
(NCRAA) men's basketball tournament. 

"The Chiefs wasted no time in putting away 
City Colleges of Manila, 63-52, at the Arellano 
Legarda gym. The Sea Horses turned back the 
Philippine School of Business Administration 
Jaguars, 72-71. 

Six-foot-four rookie Adrian Celada and Gio 
Giriacruz led the Leo Isaac-coached Chiefs 
with nine points apiece. 


"Most of our players are in their first year 
This is a learning process for the new guys,” 
said Isaac. 

Meanwhile, James Abugan scored only 10 
points, but his drive off an interception play 
found its mark with 42 ticks to go, giving the 
Sea Lions the upper hand at 72-69. 

The Sea Horses’ press slowed down the 
Jaguars, who came to within a point on Jobert 
Manguera's jumper with 36 seconds lef. 

‘The Jaguars had a chance to win after a 
missed shot by Abugan, but Mark Lozada 
flubbed twice, allowing the Sea Horses to es- 
cape with the win. 
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arker powers Spurs 


Nowitzki triples fuel Mavs home streak 


ATLANTA—TONY PARKER SCORED 31 POINTS AND 
made nine assists to lead ће NBA champion San An- 
tonio Spurs to a 95-83 victory over the Atlanta 


Hawks on Tuesday. 


Manu Ginobili added 19 points for 
the Spurs but the Argentine Olympic 
champion said Parker had been the 
difference between the two sides. 

“He got to the basket and made 
plays that only he can make,” said Gi- 
nobili. “Atlanta was worried about our 
shooting from the perimeter, so it 

‘opened up the lane for him. Hes so 
fast that he's hard to contain.” 

In Dallas, Dirk Nowitzki had 

а season-high 32 points and 

a perfect ending in Dallas’ 

highest-scoring quarter 

of the season, help- 

ing the Maver- 


GAME TODAY (Basketbal TV) 
8302.m.—Golden State vs Boston 
(replay G8 pm) 


icks put together a record-setting rally 
during a 105-99 victory over the 
‘Toronto Raptors on Tuesday night. 

Nowitzki hit four straight three- 
pointers in the final 1:41 of the third 
‘quarter, when Dallas went ahead to 
stay after overcoming a 24-point 
deficit. The Mavericks finished their 
four-game homestand undefeated 
and are 6-0 at home this season. 

In New York, Baron Davis had 31 
points, seven assists and six rebounds, 
and Golden State ruined Stephon 
Marbury' retur to the lineup with a 
108-82 victory. 

The Knicks have lost seven straight. 
Marbury scored 18 points, but the 
Knicks were never in the game in the 
second half and were booed often 
over the final three quarters. So was 
coach Isiah Thomas, who saw no ге- 
sults from his decision to demote Mar- 
bury last week and heard "Fire Isiah!" 


cries on a few occasions during the 
game. Reuters, AP 

COMPLETE NBA RESULTS: San Antonio 95, A 
lana 83; LA Lakers 134, Indana 114; Mivaiee 


STEPHON Marbury and the New York Knicks continue spiraling downward, кали. 


111, Cleveland 107; Washington 116, Philadelphia 
101; Golden State 108, New York 82; Dallas 105, 
Toronto 99, Denver 112, Chicago 91; Phoenix 100, 
Sacramento 98 


* Drugs send Tyson back to jail—for a day 


PHOENIX—MIKE TYSON REPORTED 
to jail Tuesday, an open-air facility 
near a dog pound and trash dump 
where he'll serve a one-day sentence 
fora DUI conviction. 

The former heavyweight champion 
will be held in a secluded part of Tent 
City, apart from the 1,500 other in- 
mates. Sheriff Joe Arpaio, who runs 


FINDING the lane porous all night long, San 
Antonio Spurs guard Tony Parker proves too fast. 
and too slippery for the Atlanta Hawks. 


the jail, said Tyson still must wear the 
jailissue pink underwear and black- 
and-white striped jumpsuit. 

Besides the day in jail, Tyson was 
sentenced to three years’ probation. 
He also must perform 360 hours of 
‘community service and undergo drug 
testing. 

The 41-year-old boxer pleaded 


guilty Sept. 24 to one count of felony 
cocaine possession and one misde- 
meanor count of driving under the in- 
fluence. The charges stem from his ar- 
rest last year after leaving a Scottsdale 
dub. 

Officers stopped Tyson when they 
spotted him driving erratically. Police 
said they saw Tyson brush a white 


powder off his dashboard, and they 
found baggies of cocaine in Tyson's 
pockets and in his car. 

‘Tyson faced a maximum sentence 
of four years and three months in 
prison. Prosecutors recommended a 
one-year sentence, but the judge said 
the boxer has tried to atone for his 

AP 
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Oil hits $99/barrel on supply worries 
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Dollar plumbs new low as Opec output fuels anxieties 


SEOUL—OIL YESTERDAY SOARED TO RECORD HIGHS, DRAWING 
within a hairs breadth of the $100 milestone as the US dollar 
plumbed new lows and the onset of cold weather in the United States 
stirred anxiety over winter supplies. 


prompt Opec producers to sustain a higher 
price to offset the reduced purchasing pow- 
er of petrodollar revenues. 

The dollar dropped to a new record low 
against the euro and versus a basket of cur- 
rencies on Wednesday, after the US Federal 
Reserve cut its growth outlook for next 
year, keeping alive hopes for another inter- 
est rates cut in December. 

“The main reason behind the (rise) is the 
weak dollar against Asian currencies,” said 
Rob Subbaraman, strategist at Lehman 
Brothers. “We expect the weak dollar to 
continue for a fair bit, so this is not a short- 
term issue.” 

Yesterday, Senate President Manuel Vil- 
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il prices have every reason to rise," 
said Koo Ja-kown, crude analyst at Korea 
National Oil Corp (KNOG). “Speculative 
money is coming into the market as the dol- 
lar is weakening. On top of that, there are 
supply concerns for winter fuel.” 

Oil has been rising inversely to the dollar 
over the past months amid a fever of specu- 
lative trading. 

The falling dollar helps protect demand 
for oil in nondollar economies and could 


US light crude for January delivery 
surged to a record of $99.29 a barrel early 
in the session, but pared those gains to 
stand at $98.64 by early yesterday after- 
noon. 

Prices blasted past the previous $98.62 a 
barrel record, extending a rally that has lift- 
ей oil more than 40 percent since August, 
as funds buy in on the weakening dollar 
and concerns that limited Opec supplies 
will squeeze winter supplies. 


PSEi seen to breach 4,000-point mark by end-2007 


NOVEMBER 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK ЕХ- 
change composite index (Р$Е is 
expected to wind up the year with a 
record high—breaching the 4,000- 
point mark—despite surging global 
market volatility arising from the 
property downturn in the United 
States, according to investment ex- 
perts of Sun Life Financial Philip- 


“The stock market is taking its cue 
on what's happening in the Philippine 
economy" SLFP vice president and 
chief investment officer Michael 
Manuel yesterday said, adding that 
the PSEi could even reach 4,200 
points. 

Manuel said in a briefing that the 
PSEi at present is fairly valued at 
3,800 points. 

Although the countrys domestic 
growth story is supporting stock 


prices, fund managers toward the end 
ofthe year are expected to load up for 
their portfolios for the following year, 
he said. 

During the term of President Fidel 
V Ramos and prior to the Asian crisis, 
Manuel said, the PSEi had surged to 
3,400 in step with the country's econ- 
omy, which also grew up to 6 percer 

Ten years after the Asian crisis, 1 
cal stocks have rebounded, with the 
main-share index peaking at 3,873. 


The country likewise posted a 
growth of over 7 percent in the first. 
semester, its strongest performance in 
20 years. 

Manuel noted that local stock mar- 
ket liquidity, as measured by daily 
turnover, had gone back to pre-Asian 
crisis levels of $100 million after 
falling to as low as $11 million in 
2008. 

However, the daily value turnover 
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Shares close 0.9% lower 


‘SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 0.9 
percent lower, dragged down by concern 
that blue-chip San Miguel Corp. could 
soon be venturing into areas outside its 
соге businesses, dealers said. 
Nervousness among investors about trou- 
bles inthe US banking and housing sectors, 
and surging crude oli prices also helped push 
SHARES/B3 
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SOMETHING IN THE “PALL МАШ? TAX 
issue still puzzles members of the 

^ House of Representatives’ ways and 
means committee. 

‘And thatis, well, the enormous price 

* difference between the imported “Рай 
Mall" brand of cigarettes and the sup- 
posedly locally made "Pall Mall.” 

Actually, the committee is investi- 
gating the Department of Finance's 
decision to lower the excise tax on 
“Pall Mall," from P26, set by the BIR, 

"to P5 per pack, set by British American 
Tobacco, owner of the cigarette 
brand. 

А BIR survey showed that the im- 
ported "Pall Mall" was sold at a retail. 

_ price of P34 per pack (minus the excise 
1 tax), while BAT priced the local version 
atPI2per.” 

The “cost variance” was almost 600 
‘percent. Wow! 

In the committee hearing, it was 
noted that global brands, such as “Pall 
Mall,” have to maintain high quality 
standards to preserve its international 
reputation. 

Tn other words, it was unthinkable 
for BAT to scrimp on the cost of pro- 
ducing the local "Pall Mall" so that it 
could hack the retail price by that 
much. 

Let me guess what the committee 
was trying to drive at: The amazingly 
Jow local price of P12 per pack should 
only put “Pall Mall" in the lowest excise 
tax category for cigarettes. 

Now, once the DOF set the excise tax 
at P5 per pack (versus the P26 set by 
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Mystery of Pall Mall prices 


the BIR), which the DOF already tried 
to do, what would then prevent BAT 
from raising the retail price later on all 
the way up to heaven? 

The BAT position was that, well, no- 

body could stop it! 
BIR Commissioner Lilian Hefti actually 
attended the committee hearing, and 
she said that the controversial DOF or- 
der to lower the “Pall Mall” tax rate 
will result in less revenue for this ad- 
ministration. 

Whether or not the Lola at the 
Palace is even aware of that, we can 
only wonder. 

Hefti noted that, for one, the lower 
tax rate would allow BAT to gobble the 
market of higher priced (and with 
higher tax rate) cigarette brands. 

Based on BIR estimates, the govern- 
ment could easily lose cigarette tax 
revenues of about P60 million a year 
from "Pall Mall” alone ... thanks to the 
DOF! 

‘And the DOE ladies and gentlemen, 

is the outfit that only exists to raise rev- 
enue for this fiscally challenged ad- 
ministration. 
IT seems that the Senate and the 
House are going toward opposite di- 
rection in their separate investigation 
of ће P665-million overprice of coal 
supplies, allegedly perpetrated by top 
officials of our beloved Napocor. 

‘As you know, militant groups have 
fled criminal and administrative 
charges with the Ombudsman against 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado R. ОР, 


Banal IT a 


the officials, including Napocor presi- 
dent Cyrill del Callar, vice president for 
logistics Eduardo Eroy, vice president 
and bids committee chair Carlos 
Guadarama, and management com- 
mittee secretariat head Urbano Mendi- 
ola. 

Assistant Ombudsman Mark Jalan- 
doni said his office would start its in- 
vestigation immediately. 

Certain senators nevertheless are 
pushing for the Joint Congressional 
Power Commission to conduct an inde- 
pendent inquiry into the reported 
overpricing. 

Again, that's the JOINT commission. 

But over at the House, in which one 
member is rumored to be a beneficiary 
of the coal overpricing, the energy 
committee struck on its own by calling 
for a hearing—on rather short no- 
tice—apparently to preempt the joint 
commission. 

Thear that, now, some senators want 
to call for Del Callar to take a leave 
while the Ombudsman is investigating 
the overpricing case. 

NAPOCOR made at least three bulk or- 
ders of coal early this year, paying 


HARRIET 
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prices double the prevailing market 
Tatesat that time. 

‘And then, party-list Bayan secretary 
general Renato Reyes Jr. also warned 
that another coal contract appears to 
be in the works this month. 

For those three orders, Napocor paid 
$84 per metric ton, although the regu- 
lar price of coal then was only $20 to 
$30 per metric ton. 

Itwas estimated that the overpricing 
could reach P665 million easily. 

What was interesting was that 
Napocor entered into a "negotiated" 
Ge., no bidding) contract with an Aus- 
tralian firm at that amazing price of 
$84атоп. 

The firm is Hunter Valley Coal Corp. 
Pty. Ltd., whose local representative is 
Glencore Far East Philippines AG. 

Napocor issued the tender for the 
coal supplies on March 29 this year. 

Whadayano: The usually slow 
Napocor awarded the contract to the 
Australian group after only three days. 
Such speed! 

Don't tell me that Napocor suddenly 
became so efficient that it wrapped ир 
something that usually took it several 
months to do. 

Guess what? We, the consumers, 
must now pay for such newfound, er, 
“efficiency” of Napocor. 

OH, NO, this may yet be another failed 
bidding. 

As you know, to cover for the short- 
fall in revenue collection, this cash- 
strapped administration is privatizing 
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is still low compared to the $301 
million level presently seen in In- 
donesia, and $353 million in Thai- 
land. 

He said global financial markets 
would remain volatile, resulting in 
sporadic aversion to assets from 
emerging markets like the Philip- 
pines. 

But, with every market dip, there 
is that chance to load up on equi- 
ties, he added. 

Manuel identified four major 
growth drivers that, in turn, would 
favor the local stock market. 

First is the government's fiscal 
consolidation, which had allowed 
the state for the first time in many 
years to lead economic growth 
through its infrastructure spending. 

He added that interest rates had 


remained very low, offering a con- 
ducive environment for the private 
sector to expand investments. 

When interest rates are low, peo- 
ple tend to shift funds from fixed in- 
come instruments to equities in 
search of higher yields. 

‘The ample liquidity in the finan- 
cial system would also allow banks 
to fund economic expansion going 
forward, he noted. 

Manuel added that remittances 
from overseas Filipino workers re- 
main strong. 

Manuel said the favorable funda- 
mentals behind the local stock mar- 
ket's rise remained intact, although 
the spillover effects of the US sub- 
prime crisis trimmed market gains in 
the early part of the third quarter. 

He added that the stock market is 
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everything left and right. 

On the block is the 60-percent own- 
ership of PNOC-EDC, the state firm 
controlling 60 percent of our geother- 
mal generating capacity, producing 
roughly 1,000 megawatts (MW) worth 
of steam and about 700MW of electric- 
ity. 

This administration expects to raise 
P36 billion from the sale of PNOC- 
EDC. 

From the original 25 groups, the 
number of interested bidders has gone 
to 10 groups, namely, Alsons, Aboiti 
International Power, San Miguel, First 
Gen, Ashmore Energy, Avenue Asia, 
Reyjavik Energy, Filinvest Group and 
Greysir Green Energy. 

But some of the groups are threaten- 
ing to withdraw from the bidding. 

For one, they do not like the provi- 
sion in the bidding that will allow 
“open-ended renegotiation” of the 
terms of the contract, even after a wi 
ner has been declared. 

For another, the company actually 
still does not have the government per- 
mits for the business. 

Interested bidders noted PNOC-EDC 
actually has expiring service contracts, 
which precisely are the assets that the 
investors are after. 

Moreover, its contract with the gov- 
ernment for the sale of the steam is no 
longer “take-or-pay” basis, which is 
disadvantageous to PNOC-EDC's even- 
tual investor. 

Bidding or no bidding—that is now 
the question. 


PSEi seen to breach 4,000-point mark ... шм 


still supported by the country's eco- 
nomic growth in consecutive quar- 
ters. 

The root cause of the market tur- 
moil in the United States was the 
housing recession triggered by 
delinquencies among subprime 
mortgages or housing loans.to bor- 
rowers with blemished credit histo- 
y and little equity. 

Manuel said a rate cut by the US 
Federal Reserve is not likely capable 
of reversing the collapse in the sub- 
prime mortgage market. 

"At best, recent Fed actions limit 
further losses and put a floor on 
global markets," he said. 

"But global banking system can 
ride out the storm. There is a need 
to segregate financial sector from 
the real economy.” 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 


ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 
OFFICE OF THE PHILIPPINE NAVY BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 


Invitation to Apply for Eli 


igibility and to Bid 


Various Philippine Navy Projects 


The Armed Forces of the Philippines, through the PN Bids and Awards Committee, intends to 
apply the sum as stated below being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to payments 
under the contract forthe following Philippine Navy Projects. Bids received in excess of the 
ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid Opening. 


[ Nomenciature/Activity 


Approved Budget] 


Date/Time. Price of Bid 


for tho Contract | Pre-Bi 


Confere: 


id | Deadline for 
nce | Submission! 
Opening of Bids 


Documents 
(non- 
refundable) 


Lott Supply and Delivery Php 
of Spare Parts of US Made 
M35 Trucks 


281500020 
November 


d 


Lot 3 Supply and Delivery 


1. One Thousand (1,000) 
Sets BOA with HBT Сар 
2. Five Hundred (500) ea 
Poncho, Oive Drab 

3. One Thousand (1,000) 
| es Back Pack Оме Drab 


2007 


Php 
152146000 


900, AM 


t 
Php 3,000.00 
23, December 5, 


2007, 900 AM 


Php 3,000.00 


2. TheAmed Forces of the Philippines now invites Eligible Bidders for the Various Philippine 
Navy Projects. Delivery of the goods being procured and description of an eligible Bidder is 
containedin Section И and Section Ш ofthe Bidding Documents, ITB. 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information from PN BAC and inspect the Bidding 
Documents at the address given below from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday. 


А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from 
the address below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee in the amount of 
‘Mentioned in Para 1. The method of payment will be in the form of cash. The Bidding 
Documents shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized 
representative. 


The Armed Forces of the Philippines will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested 


»sumers enjoy dining 


parties оп November 23, 2007, 9:00 AM at Office of the PN Bids and Awards Committee, 
Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. 


Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the address below on or before 
December 5, 2007, 9:00 A.M. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security in the form of 
‘Surety Bond or Manager's Check. Late Bids shall not be accepted, 


Bid opening shall be on December 5, 2007, 9:00 AM at Office of the PN Bids and Awards 
Committee, Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. Bids wil be opened in the 
presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend at the address below. 


The Armed Forces of the Philippines reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annul the 
bidding process, and to reject ай Bids at any time prior to contract award, without thereby 
incurring any liability to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


Office of the PN Bids and Awards Committee 
BNS, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 

Contact Person: CDR GLICERIO P VILLANUEVA PN 
Cel Nr: 0917-8599-434 /0916-2016-522 
Tei Nr: 616-8218, 815-2420, 843-4416 & 815-8093 local 6341 


(TDI-Nesceter 2, 2007) 


(Sgd.) ADRIANO V MUNAR JR 
САРТ PN (GSC) 
Спаітап, PNBAC 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2007* 


А 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BusiNESS 


PDS gets P150-M shot in the arm courtesy of SGX 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINE DEALING SYSTEM 
Holdings Corp. is getting P150 million 
in fresh equity infusion from Singa- 
pore Exchange Ltd. (SGX), Asia Pacif- 
ics first demutualized integrated 
stocks and derivatives exchange. 
“With this investment, the capital 
structure of PDS will reflectits planned 
partnership with strategic institutions, 
which include the Bankers’ Association 
of the Philippines, whose members are 
major trading participants and agents 
for settlement, the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, for common interest in capital 


Singapore bourse to buy Philippine Dealing System shares 


market governance, information tech- 
nology and new product offerings, and 
SGX, for regional collaboration and 
derivatives expertise,” PDS said in a 
disclosure yesterday. 

SGX had agreed in principle to sub- 
scribe to new PDS shares subject to 
regulatory requirements. 

The PSE's recent additional invest- 
ment of P70 million completed the 
Р500 million initial capitalization of 
PDS. 

The shareholders also approved the 


increase in capitalization to P750 mil- 
lion, representing the second round of 
capital-raising, of which P150 million 
was offered to SGX. 

PDS, through its subsidiaries, pro- 
vides trading, settlement and deposi- 
tory services for the local currency gov- 
emment securities inter-dealer mar- 
ket. Apart from overseeing the market, 
it also provides the trading platform 
for the inter-bank foreign exchange 
spot market. It is the sole agency that 
calculates the official interest rate and 


spot foreign exchange benchmarks. 
The other shareholders of PDS in- 
clude Tata Consulting Services Pte. 
Ltd., Computershare Technology Ser- 
vices (Phils.) Inc., San Miguel Corp., 
Philippine American Life and General 
Insurance Co., Development Bank of 
the Philippines, the Social Security 
System, Financial Executive Institute 
of the Philippines, and the Investment 
Houses Association of the Philippines. 
Currently, PDS is in the process of in- 
tegrating the specialized inter-dealer 


market with the broader institutional 
and retail markets. It will list and allow 
trading of debt issues for corporate 
and financial institutions and foreign 
currency denominated Philippine Gov- 
ernment Securities, or ROPs. 

Also, it will offer new trading plat- 
forms, supporting securities borrow- 
ing and lending, repurchase agree- 
ments and forward transactions to im- 
prove liquidity in the market. 

SGX was established in 1999 follow- 
ing the merger of the Stock Exchange 
of Singapore and the Singapore Inter- 
national Monetary Exchange. Из 
shares are listed on its own bourse. 


Shares close 0.996 lower 


From page B 
the key index to its lowest level 
in nearly two months, they said. 

The composite index finished 
down 30.12 points to 3,510.49. 

It was the index's lowest close 
since Sept. 26 when it settled at 
3,475.75. 

The broader all-share index 
fell23.30 points to 2,140.43. 

There were 80 decliners and 
24 advancers, while 58 stocks 
were steady. 

А total of 24 billion shares val- 
чей at P3.8 billion ($87.98 mil- 
lion) changed hands. 

San Miguel, Southeast Asia's 
largest food and beverage group, 


said it would take part in yester- 
day's auction for the 60-percent 
stake in Philippine National Oil 
Corp-Energy Development Corp. 

"The selldown could be partly 
due to concems about San 
Miguel's foray into areas where it 
has no experience,” said Gomer 
Tan of Regina Capital Develop- 
ment Corp. “It also reflects the 
generally cautious sentiment in 
the market today” 

US stocks ended mostly higher 
‘Tuesday as investors interpreted ‘Baguio City | 
the lower economic growth fore- 
cast for 2008 as another reason "Registration starts at $90 али. and ends at 19:00 алт. 


Waveho! Seles For further inquiries and updates, you may contact the following | 
Sec NONID: telephone numbers from 890 am. to 520 p.m 


NOTICE OF AUCTION 


681-0928 or 796-8019 Or simply text your 
fax no. or email address to CP# 0916-426-9174 or 0921-683.9431 
ог email: urbanet@pacific.net.ph or urbanet ph@gmail.com 


URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE 


Please be advised that Camp John Hay Golf Club, Inc. will be holding an 
‘Auction Sale of delinquent certificates on - 


November 27, 2006 
Tuesday, 10:00 AM 
At the 4 Floor Fine Dine [ 


Camp John Hay Golf Chib 


100. MAKE YOUR 
P GROW 


OPEN A S-YEAR PESO TIME DEPOSIT NOW! 
IRN AS HIGH AS 6,509, INTEREST Р.А. TAX FREE! 


INVESTMENT “INTEREST RATE 
P50,000 - 999,999 6.00% 


Manila Office. 2687 5279 or 687 6524 


From the Ivatans of Batanes 
to the Tawi-tawians of Tawi-tawi 


Baguio Office A444 2132 cr 444 2133. 


‘Thank you. 
c — 
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Bank of Commerce: 


Rm 
SS a als 2250 


Serving the Filipino since 1960 
WWW .jrs-express.com 


чегән РОСА Mega Depots төнер o PIS DD рө depre 


Tea Bicomajoumame>cjoutandine><your eal address> 
send io 232 for Globo or 0817-8902327 for ron Globe шет 


PREFERRED 
LANE 


Everyone deserves to be important. 


We welcome you as our most important person. Not seeing you as big or small, but seeing you as someone equally deserving 
of our prompt attention, personalized service and warm smiles as we see to your every need, every day. We give you 
the best service we can, but most importantly, we give you the importance you deserve. Welcome to Bank of Commerce. 


Loo ng affer fnt 


Bank of Comuerce 


Сой us at 8120000 for ой your banking needs. 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


LISTED INVESTMENT AND MAN- 
agement company Roxas Holdings 
Inc., which manages the country’s 
largest sugar manufacturing firms, 
is spending P5.2 billion to expand 
its operations next year. 

Company senior vice president 
and treasurer Asuncion S. Aguilar 
told reporters that P3.9 billion would 
be spent for the expansion of its sug- 
аг production capacity, which would 
involve improvements in the group's 
sugar refining facilities. About P150 
million will be used to acquire ma- 
chinery and equipment to be used by 
partner-farmers for а fee, and more 
than P1 billion will be used to build 
an ethanol plant in Negros island. 

‘About 70 percent of the cost will 
be financed through borrowings 
while 30 percent will be covered by 
internal funds. 

Roxas Holdings chair Pedro E. Rox- 
as said the ethanol plant would use 
blackstrap molasses, a sugar byprod- 
uct. Itwould be put up in Negros. 

“Since Negros is the biggest pro- 
ducer of sugarcane in the country, 
and it is also the biggest source of 
‘molasses. It is logistically the best lo- 
cation for our ethanol plant," he said. 

The ethanol plant is expected to 
start producing 100,000 liters a day 
starting late 2009. Production is 


Nihao, 
Billiton 
ink deal 


liSTED COMPANY 
Nihao Mineral Re- 
sources Internation- 
а] Inc recently 
signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement 
with the Philippine 
Sybsidiary of BHP 
Billiton, QNI Philip- 
pines Inc. (QNPH). 
" BHP Billiton is the 
world's largest di- 
yersified resources 
cjmpany with a 
iharket capitaliza- 
tion of ^ about 
US$225 billion. 
zUnder the MOA, 
Nihao will conduct a 
preliminary ехріо- 
fation and drilling 
program on its prop- 
etty with QNPH pro- 
viding technical ex- 
pertise and advice. 
The MOA also con- 
tains the commercial 
terms for the off-take 
Agreement between 
Nihao and BHP Billi- 


PANCAKE HOUSE INC. SAID ITS CONSOL- 
idated net income for the first nine months 


seen to reach 30 million liters per 
year over the next 10 years. 

Roxas said the company was not 
expecting any conflict between the 
company’s refined sugar business 
and the ethanol venture because it 
would use molasses and not sugar- 
cane juice, which is the raw materi- 
al for making sugar. 

‘Company CEO and president Ra- 
mon A. Picornell said the struggle 
‘would be between the ethanol produc- 
ers and the buyers—the oil companies. 

The Philippines in 2006 passed a 
law requiring that local biofuel must 
make up 5 percent of all liquid fuels 
for engines by 2008. The biofuel 
‘component must increase to 10 per- 
cent in the coming years. The imple- 
mentation of this law is expected to 
create a demand for 400 million 
liters of biofuel a year, Picornell said 

He said the conflict between the 
ethanol producers and the users 
might be over how the biofuel 
would be shipped to customers’ de- 
pots, and who should spend for re- 
moving moisture that would accu- 
mulate in the alcohol during trans- 
port. He said these matters would 
be discussed in an inter-agency con- 
ference in January next year. 

“My understanding is that the ой 
companies want it straight to their 
depots. Since we are an archipela- 
go, the ethanol may have to be 


ETELECARE COMPLETES PSE LISTING 
(From right) eTelecare chair Fred Ayala, senior vice president-CFO Mike Dodson and SVP 
and general manager for operations Benedict Hernandez ring the ceremonial bell to signal 
the start of last Tuesday's trading at the Phi 
Solutions completed that day its isting via introduction. Its common shares trade on the PSE 
under the symbol “ETEL.” This made eTelecare the only business process outsourcing 
company listed in both Nasdaq and the PSE. 


Pancake House profit up 60% 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 
Roxas Group spending 
P5.2B to expand operations 


Build ethanol plant, increase sugar output 


transported by tanker, so it will ab- 
sorb moisture. That moisture 
should be taken out before use so 
there may be additional refining 
needed at the depot," he said. 

The inter-agency conference will 
be held in January 2008 to address 
the concerns of the emerging 
ethanol industry 

“We are not producing ethanol 
locally, yet. That conference will set 
the standards for it. Ethanol pro- 
ducers will be there together with 
the SRA (Sugar Regulatory Admin- 
istration), DA (Department of Agri- 
culture), DOST (Department of Sci- 
ence and Technology), Department 
of Energy and the oil companies, in- 
cluding the majors and the inde- 
pendents,” he said. 

Roxas Holdings was a product of 
an earlier merger between sugar in- 
dustry leaders Central Azucarera 
Don Pedro (CADP) and Central Azu- 
carera de La Carlota. The holding 
company was formed following the 
corporate reorganization of its par- 
ent company Roxas Holdings Inc. 

CADP owned an integrated 
milling and refinery complex in Na- 
sugbu, Batangas, which is the coun- 
пу second largest sugar refiner. 
The company is also a major part- 
ner in a joint venture that acquired 
Hawaiian Phils. Co., a sugar milling 
firm in Negros Occidental. 


ine Stock Exchange. eTelecare Global 


opened in the next 12 months, Pancake 


House said. 


Nine-month consolidated revenues grew 
18.5 percent 
P995.66 million last year. 
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of the year rose 60 percent to P36.98 mil 
lion from P23.1 million a year ago. 

Tn a financial report filed with the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange, Pancake House said its 
year-to-date profit came mostly from its Pan- 
‘cake House restaurants and Dencio's bar and 
grill. The two posted a combined P35.31 mil- 
lion in net income during the period, up 88 
percent from P18.8 million last year. 

Teriyaki Boy Group Inc. contributed P9.6 
million, up from P5.6 million last year, due 
to new outlets and lower costs. 

Pancake House management hopes to 
improve Teriyaki Boy's net income with the 
expansion of its operations via the launch 
of a Japanese steak concept under the “The 
Sizzlin Pepper Steak” brand. 

‘The first outlet was opened in Trinoma 
оп June 2007 and additional outlets will be 


Oil hits $99 ... 


From page BI 


tons Yabulu nickel 
refinery in Queens- 
Jand, Australia. 
The Yabulu refin- 
ery is one of the 
world's major nickel 
processing facilities. 
Leoben Evange- 
lista, regional mar- 
keting manager of 
BHP Billiton, QNI 
Phils chair Allan Gob, 
Nihao president Jerry 
Angping and lawyer 
Khrsnamuti А. 
Alricano, chair of Ni 
hao, signed the 
agreement. 


GMA Holóngs пе. 
GUA Noten ne 


Combined restaurant and commissary 
sales grew by 19 percent to P1.12 billion, 
while franchise revenue increased by 7 per- 
cent to P66.8 million. 

Total revenue from Pancake House oper- 
ations from January to September amount- 
ed to P470.5 million, up P46.1 million from 
P424.5 million last year. 

In the meantime, Dencio's revenue was 
down 1.6 percent from P253 million last 
year to P249.34 million this year. 

‘Teriyaki Boy generated year-to-date rev- 
enue of P451.8 million in the current year, 
or an increase of 43 percent or P136 mil- 
lion. 

‘Teriyaki Boy outlets are projected to in- 
crease to at least 35 branches by the end of 
the year, from 31 as of Sept. 30. 
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"lar accused outright the country's major oil 
companies of running a cartel to fix the do- 
mestic pump prices of petroleum products, 
taking advantage of rising oil prices in the. 
world market. 

In his Resolution No. 216, Villar asked 
the Senate committee on energy, chaired by 
Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, to investi- 
gate the existence of an oil cartel and re- 
view the effectiveness of the 1998 Down- 
steam Oil Deregulation Act (Republic Act 
8479) which sought to prevent cartel oper- 
ations. 

"Based on what the oil companies are do- 
ing, Ihave serious suspicions that a cartel is 
in operation,” Villar yesterday said. 

“This is a clear violation of the law. Oil 
price hikes are simultaneously implement- 
ed in spite of the strengthening of our cur- 
тепсу against the dollar.” 

He went on to criticize the Department of “Sweden 
Energy for failing to cushion the impact of Tawan ` 
rising ой prices. Reuters, Dona Z. Pazz- =~ 
ibugan 
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seen slashing key rates furth 


StanChart says low inflation rate, strong peso to allow two more cuts in first half of 08 ; 


GOV. Migs Dominguez (2nd from right) joins (from left) Petron Corp. chair and CEO 
Nicasio Alcantara, president Kamal Al-yahya and corporate planning vice president 
Sulaiman Ababtain in planting a mahogany seedling at the Hadji Musa Elementary 
School in Kapatan in Glan, Sarangani. Petron o 
States Agency for International Development visited the school to formally open a. 

|. three-classroom building donated by the oil firm under the Adopt-a-School Program. 


ials and executives of the United 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


BRITISH BANK STANDARD CHAR- 


tered and Sun Life Financial Philip- * 


pines yesterday said the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas still have more room 
tobring down its rates further given a 
benign inflation outlook, the sharp 
appreciation of the peso against the 
US dollar and the possibility of fur- 
ther rate cuts by the US Fed. 

The BSP has so far slashed its pol- 
icy rates thrice this year. 

In a commentary, StanChart 
economist Frances Cheung predict- 
ed two more cuts of 25 basis points 
each in the first two quarters of 
2008 to bring the BSP's overnight 
borrowing rate to 5 percent, which 
is currently at 5.5 percent. The 
ending rate is at 7.5 percent. 

"The outlook for inflation has 
turned more benign than we had 


anticipated given a stronger peso, 
in addition to the more liberalized 
trade policies that facilitate imports 
of cheap goods," Cheung said. 

Stanchart thus revised down- 
ward its 2008 inflation forecast for 
the Philippines to 3.8 percent from 
4.5 percent. Cheung, however, said 
there were risks to inflation. 

“Agricultural products account 
for a half of the consumer price in- 
dex basket. Any supply shocks 
could lead to surge in prices, espe- 
cially given the high global agricul- 
tural prices," she said. 

High oil price was cited as anoth- 
er threat. 

In a briefing, SLFP chief invest- 
ment officer Michael Manuel also 
said the BSP would likely ease in- 
terest rates further, especially since 
the US Fed was hinting of further 
cutting its rates. 


Manuel said the BSP had limited 
tools to slow down the appreciation 
of the local currency, which was 
hurting three major contributors to 
‘economic growth—exporters, over- 
seas Filipino workers and business 
process outsourcing. 

Intervening through the foreign ex- 
change market, Manuel said, had 
proven to be very costly for the BSR As. 
such, another option to curb the pe- 
so's rise was to lower its interest rates. 

Manuel said the BSP was тоге 
concerned about the adverse im- 
pact of the peso rise on major eco- 
nomic sectors than on inflation. 

He added that the BSP's bias for 
monetary easing was evident in the. 
pronouncements of central bank offi 
cials, who kept on talking about their 
benign inflation rate outlook and how 
the growth in broad money supply 
had returned to comfortable levels. 


10% tax slapped on block sales 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 
‘THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REV- 
enue is imposing a 10-percent tax 
on net capital gains arising from 
block sales of stocks, a circular post- 
ей on the agency's website showed. 
‘Stockbrokers said such a move 
would just become a big stum- 


DOF opposing proposed. 


tax perks for senior citizens 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
is opposing a Senate bill exempt- 
ing bank deposits of senior citi- 
zens from the 20-percent tax on 
interest income. 

In a position paper submitted 
to the Senate committee on 
ways and means, the DOF said 
only senior citizens from wealth- 
ier families would be able to 
benefit from the measure. 

Those belonging from low-in- 
come families hardly have any- 
thing to save, the DOF said. 

The DOF also said the bill, 
authored by Sen. Loren Legar- 
da, could result in leakage in 
revenue collection because the 
perk could be prone to abuse. 

“Unscrupulous individuals 
may use the incentive by plac- 
ing their deposits in the name of 
senior citizens to avail them- 
selves of the privilege,” the DOF 
said in the position paper. 

Senate Bill No. 269 seeks to 
amend the Senior Citizen Act, or 
Republic Act No. 7432, by 
adding the proposed tax exemp- 
tion to the list of benefits. Exist- 
ing benefits include discounts in 
the senior citizens’ purchases. 

‘The DOF said the amount of 
potential revenues to be lost 
from the enactment of the bill 
had yet to be computed, but it 
was expecting the amount to be 
substantial. It noted that there 
"were 5.7 million Filipinos aged 


at least 60 years old as of 2004. 

“While there are no statistics 
available on the savings profile 
of this group, data from the 
2003 Family Income and Ex- 
penditure Survey revealed that 
the families with savings are 
those earning P60,000 to 
P480,000 yearly,” the DOF said. 

The DOF also said the pro- 
posed exemption of senior citi- 
zens from income tax on bank 
deposits will be very difficult to 
administer. 

It said that if the government. 
wanted more assistance provid- 
ed to senior citizens, then it 
would be wiser to give them 
nontax incentives. 

The government should in- 
stead increase its budget for 
programs intended to improve 
the welfare of senior citizens, 
especially those belonging to 
low-income families. 

“It is the less privileged 
among our elderly who are in 
dire need of assistance from the 
government in their retirement 
years," the DOF said. 

The DOF said it was not wise 
for the government to adopt 
measures that will substantially 
erode revenues while it was still 
in the process of attaining a bal- 
anced budget. 

The government hopes to 
limit its budget deficit to P63 
billion this year and to post a 
balanced budget by next year 
and the succeeding years. - 


Expo to meet tourists’ 
demand for culture crafts 


MATCHING THE GROWING DE- 
mand by tourists for world-class 
crafts and providing sustainable 
livelihood for artisans will be ай- 
dressed by handicraft producers 
and industry experts from more 
than 20 countries participating in 
the First International Arts and 
Crafts Expo of the Asean Handi- 
craft Promotion and Develop- 
ment Association (Ahpada). 

Vice President Noli de Castro 
will deliver a keynote speech 
when he opens the four-day expo 
this moming at the SMX Conven- 
tion Center (across Mall of Asia). 

‘The expo is supported by the 
national organizing committee 
composed of the Department of 
‘Tourism, Department of Trade and 
Industry, Deparment of Foreign 
Affairs, Philippine Tourism Au- 
thority, Ahpada, Philippine Small 
and Medium Enterprise Develop- 
ment Foundation and Philippine 
Convention and Visitors Corp. 

The Vice President will tour 
the exhibits by 10 Asean coun- 
tries, Canada, China, India, 
Japan, Korea, Maldives, Nepal, 
Nigeria, South Africa, Sri Lanka, 
‘Tunisia and the United States. 


‘The components of the expo 
are a display of world-class crafts 
products, a business opportuni- 
ties forum (Biz Ops '08), daily 
cultural entertainment, and an 
international selling area. 

The event seeks to raise 
awareness of the importance of 
arts and crafts to the well-being 
and livelihood of artisans. The 
expo serves also as a one-stop, 
convenient venue to market 
crafts of participating nations. 

Industry experts will lecture 
at Biz Ops "08 on modern prod- 
uct designs, marketing trends, 
packaging and merchandising, 
and protection of intellectual 
property of artisans. 

Tourism Secretary Joseph 
"Асе" H. Durano said the market 
for cultural products had been 
growing as travel agents and 
tour operators meet the strong 
demand for tour packages with 
cultural components. 

Whether tourists are on business 
or sightseeing, they stop in festi- 
vals, museums, malls or flea mar- 
Kets to collect crafts for souvenir. 
housewares, interior décor, gift- 
giving or investment, Durano said. 


bling block to potential mergers 
and acquisition deals. 

Under the Securities Regula- 
tion Code, a block sale is a 
matched trade that does not go 
through an order matching sys- 
tem of the stock exchange. It is 
pre-arranged by broker-dealers’ 
clients and entered directly into 
the PSEsystem аз а done deal 


PSE chief operating officer Roy 
Joseph Rafols said in а memoran- 
dum to brokers that the PSE was still 
confirming with the BIR the efectiv- 
ity date of the tax circular. 

The BIR circular, citing Section 127 
of the Tax Code of 1997, said shares 
that were not disposed of through the 
stock exchange should be levied a fi- 
nal tax of either 5 percent or 10 per- 
cent on net capital gains. 

The sale and exchange of shares is 
slapped a tax of 1/2 of 1 percent of 
the gross selling price, provided the 
shares involved are traded on the 
stock exchange. 

Revenue Commissioner Lilian 
Hefti said in a tax circular that the 
principle underlying this "preferen- 


tial treatment" was the national goal, 
of promoting and hastening the de- 
velopment of the domestic capital 
market by enticing the general pub-, 
lic to actively take part in the trading 
in the local stock exchange. 

Hefti said any transaction that, in 
effect, excluded the public by any 
means from taking part in the trad- 
ing should be taxed under relevant 
provisions of the Tax Code. 

The revenue circular posted yes- 
terday covers but is not limited to 
cases of block sales. 

Block sales are usually the means 
by which mergers and acquisitions 
are finalized since the transaction 
prices are pre-arranged by clients in 
volved in the deal. 


G-LOAD 
gs GCash 


MNTC Executive Vice President Rodrigo Franco and GXI President Rizza Maniego-Eala (seated, second and third from left) sign the groundbreaking 
MOA, joined by MNTC VP for Operations and Maintenance Assurance Servi 
With them are (standing, L to R) MNTC Senior Manager for Toll Collection Operation & 
MNTC AVP for MIS Albert Alday, GXI Cross Industries Business Development Head Vs 
Manager Joanne Avendano, and GXI Marketing Head Richie Sison. 


Travel North the Easy Way with: 
GCASH and ECTAG i 


Raul L. Ignacio, and GXI Cross Industries Head Marly Baldia. 
nance, O&M Assurance Services Glenn G Campos, 
е Sanchez, GXI Business Integraton and Support 


GCASH continues to expand the boundaries of mobile commerce in the country, bringing unprecedented ease , 
and convenience to Filipino consumers’ daily lives. G-Xchange, Inc. (GXI), the award-winning Globe subsidiary 
responsible for the development of GCASH, has joined hands with the Manila North Tollways Corporation (MNTC) 
to enable Filipino motorists to experience the ease and convenience of using GCASH to top-up their NLEX ECTAG „ 
passes. 


GCASH has won international accolades for its groundbreaking m-commerce portfolio, transforming your + 

cellphone into a mobile wallet that lets you send and receive payments with a simple text message. With GXI's 

partnership with MNTC, the ease and convenience of GCASH can now be better experienced by motorists and 

travelers making their way across northern Luzon. : 
"Our partnership with MNTC adds to the GCASH ecosystem's expanding 
suite of payment options, providing consumers with а rich mobile * 
commerce experience by simplifying access to essential services like 
ECTAG,” said GXI President Rizza Maniego-Eala. 


"Like GXI, we are constantly looking for ways to make our product more "| 
convenient and more pleasant for our customers to use. We hope we -| 
can provide more value to GCASH users by facilitating their travel to .. 
northern destinations," said MNTC Executive Vice President Rodrigo . 
Franco. | 


GXI Markoting Managor Aris Reyes (center) 
highlights the benefits and convenionce made 
possible by the partnership between GXI and the 


The NLEX ECTAG itself is a technological marvel of convenience that liberates motorists from the hassle of long 
cues at the tollway. Now, GCASH makes ECTAG even more convenient by facilitating faster and easier 
top-up that’s as simple as sending a text message! 


This exciting new service from GCASH and MNTC offers the convenience of non-stop 
travel, with no need for stopovers to reload your ECTAG pass. Everything is done 
instantaneously, thanks to GCASH’s seamless integration with Globe's nationwide 
cellular network and the power of MNTC's wireless technology. 


MNTC 


© 2007 Globe Telecom. ne 


[B «| 


LAST MONTH, THE OFFICIALS OF THE 
four countries that make up the Brunei-In- 
donesia-Malaysia-Philippines-East Asean 
Growth Area (BIMP-Eaga) met in Davao 
City to discuss key issues affecting the de- 
velopment of the regional cooperation, 
which started over 10 years ago. 

7 On top of thelist is the long-delayed plan to 
Harmonize and rationalize country policies. 

The four top officials, with Presidential 

Adviser on the Peace Process Jesus Dureza 
representing the Philippines, made a firm 
commitment to review the roadmap to de- 
velopment of the subregion next year, say- 
ig this was necessary "to ensure that the 
priority projects continue to be relevant.” 

„ Representing the other countries in the 
Very important meeting were Pehin Dato Lim 
Jock Seng, second minister of foreign affairs 
and trade of Brunei; Tan Sti Da'i Bachtiar, 
special envoy for Eaga of the Republic of In- 
donesia; and Senator Dato’ Haji Abdul Ra- 
man bin Suliman, deputy minister in the 
Prime Minister's Department of Malaysia. 


Revisiting the roadmap 

Froma private sector point of view, there 
is a serious need to review the roadmap. 
When I was deputy chair of the East Asean 
Business Council in 2002, I recommended 
t the council that for Eaga to move for- 
ward faster and generate more business ac- 
tivities and investments, it is important to 
revisit the real intent of the regional coop- 
eration and analyze what worked and did 
not work; what were the reasons for the 
success as well as failures, 

Itwillalso be good to be able to cite success- 
ful businesses and parmerships to serve not 
бліу as a model, but also as an inspiration to 
motivate private sector to pursue trade and in- 
vestments. It would also be good to closely ex- 
amine government regulations and policies 
that hamper doing business in each country. 

We agree with the four officals on their deci- 
sion to review the roadmap of the subregion 
because we believe this will at least give re- 
freshing insights and creative strategies to meet 
the goals of the subregional cooperation. 

This will also allow the four countries to 
strengthen mechanisms that need to be em- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BusiNESS 
Revisiting the BIMP-Eaga roadmap 


Joji Павап-Віап 


phasized. The review, we hope, will also si- 
ence critics who, instead of helping ensure 
the program's success, are saying a mouth- 
fulto try to pull the subregion down. 

‘The four countries also agreed to push their 
local government officials “to strengthen their 
coordination with relevant national and local 
government institutions” so that prompt ac- 
Чоп can immediately be undertaken. 


Preserving the environment 

‘The senior officials also said that with the 
help of the Asian Development Bank, they 
have agreed to put primary focus on the 
preservation of the environment. 

In this aspect, the bank, which is the region- 
al advisor ofthe subregion, agreed to set aside 
$1.5 million in the next two years for the plans 
that will focus mainly on preservation of the 
Sulu-Sulawesi and Borneo areas. 

Urooj Malik, the bank's top official in en- 
vironment, confirmed that it would focus 
its attention on environmental protection 
in the next 10 years, allotting about $75 
million forthe purpose. 

This new tack is a welcome development 
considering that the subregion, more than fo- 
cusing on trading, must also be able to preserve 
its natural resources for the next generations. 

The issue on environment has been left 
behind, and it is timely now for the subre- 
gion to focus its attention on it as the de- 
bate on global warming and other related 
issues is becoming more intense. 

‘Another issue that was discussed during 
that event was the desire of the tourism in- 
dustry players to maximize the implemen- 
tation of the fifth freedom traffic rights, 
which allow airline companies to service 
one destination within the subregion other 
than what they are servicing. 

Industry players believe that with the im- 


plementation of this mechanism, airline com- 
panies will be lured to expand their service in 
the subregion considering that traffic within 
routes will increase. We hope this will happen. 

Other issues were discussed during the 
meeting and these issues would be presented 
to the principals of the four countries when 
they meet this month in Singapore. 

We hope the subregion will finally take 
offin terms of trading with other areas, and 
more so, within itself. After all, the primary 
goal was for areas within the subregion to 
strengthen interaction, both in terms of 
trading and culture-related ventures. 


The way ahead 

The private sector's faith in the regional 
cooperation remains as strong as ever in 
the fields of business and investments, 
tourism, human resource development, 
agriculture and fisheries. 

We need to see a stronger signal from gov- 
ernment that it is willing to do its share in fa- 
cilitating trade and investments; make poli- 
cies less bureaucratic; reduce the cost of do- 
ing business among the four countries. 

Most of the businesses existing in these co- 
operation are owned by small and medium- 
scale enterprises and therefore policies must 
be geared toward SMEs. There must be a 
package of incentives to encourage more 
SMEs to get themselves involved іп Eaga. 

There must be greater consultation 
among the active stakeholders all over Min- 
danao during the review process so that ev- 
erybody will invest in whatever strategies 
and plans that will be finalized. 

A database of small businesses in the 
four countries must be made available to 
all interested parties so that investors 
сап easily find a partner to do business 
with. 

The way ahead seems bright for as long 
as everybody puts all resources together 
and work as a team. 

(Joji Ilagan Bian is an advocate for Min- 
danao development; chair of the Jojin Ilagan 
Foundation; Mindanao TVET Association 
and Phil. Call Centers Alliance; Export Devel- 
‘opment Council-Mindanao Rep. For com- 
ments, e-mail to jojibian2@yahoo.com.) 
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ETHEREALLY MADE CO. LTD. 
1224 T. Mapua St, Sla. Cruz, Manila 


ETHEREALLY MADE CO. LTD. 
124 T. Mapua St, Sta. Cruz, Manila 


Chinese 


Yani Shi 
Chinese 


ETHEREALLY MADE CO. LTD. 
1224 T. Mapua St, Sta. Cruz, Manila 


WOODS GLOBE EDU CORP. 
IF Blessed Trinity School, 
Siicon cor. Siver St 

Piar Vilage, Las Piñas Chy 


|. WOODS GLOBE-EDU CORP. 
IF Blessed Trinity School, 
Slicon cor. Siver St. 
Piar Vilage, Las Pitas Chy 


Жойпу Wu 
Chinese 


Korean 


TRADITIONAL MARINES CORP. ^ Ganleng Yang 
1027 Asuncion St, Binondo, Mania ^ Chinese 


TRADITIONAL MARINES CORP. 
71027 Asuncion St, Binondo, Manila 


‘TRADITIONAL MARINES CORP. 
1027 Asuncion St, Binondo, Mania. 


ASIAN TERMINALS, INC. 
ATI Head Ойсе, А. Bonifacio Drive, 
Род Area, Manila 


мето Xu 
Chinese. 


Yimou Xu 
Chinese 


Ernst Theodoor 
Dutch 


GLOBALINENS INTERNATIONAL Hing Ki Fi 
Ine, oan 
8006 Pioneer Сеше Ви, 

Pioneer St, Кароо, 

Pasig Ciy 


GLOBALINENS INTERNATIONAL 
INC, ЕЛ 
8006 Pioneer Centre Bldg.. 
Pioneer St, Каріоуо, 
Pasig Ciy 


BRIDGESTONE ASIA PACIFIC 
PTE, LTD. 

2262 Pasong Tamo Extension, 
Makati Cty 


EGYPTIAN COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION INC. 

Rm. 206 Jalandoni Bldg. 
1444 R. Salas cor. А, Йара Ss. 
Ermita, Mania. 


TOWA DENKI TRADING 
PHILIPPINES 

Unit 1104 A. Richvile Corporate Tower, 
‘ebeng-Zapote Rd., МВР, 

Ayala Alabang, Muriinupa City 


SD SUN DRAGON INTERNATIONAL 
‘CORPORATION 

747 Nicanor Padila SL, 

San Miguel, Manila 


THE THOMSON (PHILIPPINES) 
CORPORATION 

ЛВ Ayala Le GU Center, 
EBT Ayala Ave, Makati Ciy 


WESUPPORTASIA, INC. 
U-T103 Ступа Herrera Tower, 
VA. Rufino St., Макай City 


Japanese 


Majed Ahmed 
Kamel Khai 
Egyptian 


Japanese 


Хюўша Un 
Chinese 


Sanya Te 
chinese 


Korean 


If you have any informationfobjection to the above mentioned application's please communicate with the Regional Director. 
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‘Seunghyun Lee 


‘Alexander Schulze 


Wai Fun Fung Shum 


Masao Kobayashi 


Atsushi Tamada 


Chanyoung Rho 


Republic of the Philippines 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


‘National Capital Region 


DY int Bldg., 1650 San Marcelino cor. General Маћаг St, Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (АЕР/$) 


Notice в hereby given that the following companieslemployers have fied wilh Ihis Regional Office application's for Alen Employment Permis: 


Name and address of 


Compeny Employer 
WESUPPORTASIA, INC. 
VA. Ruino SL Mala ly 
WESUPPORTASIA INC. 
VA. Rufino SL. Makat ау 


7 Molave St, 


7 Molave St, 


EPOCHINA MINING CORP. 
7 Molave St, 


Technical Supervisor 
SOFT WHEEDLE TRADING 

000, уз 

701 Masangkay St 

Bron Mas 


Consultant 


Supervisor QINGTAN WENCHENG 
MANUFACTURING CORP. 
48 Kalakal St, 

San Raise Vilage, 
Navotas Metro Mania 


Vie Pres-South 
Harbor Container 
Terminal & Gen. 
Stevedoring Division 


Consultant for 
Operations 


PHILS. INC. 


Meralco Ave. cor. Onyx St, 
Origas Си. Pasig Cay 


VANNA TRAVEL & TOURS 
34 Masaya 51. UP Vilage. 
Dinan, Quezon Ciy 


WESERV SYSTEMS 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


Bonifacio Global Cry, Taguig 


WESERV SYSTEMS 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

ТАҒ Net Square БВ. 

3rd Avo. cor. 28th St 
Crescent Park West, 
Bonifacio Global Ску Taguig 


SERVICES INC. 
JGC Phils. В. 
Muntintupa City 


CHL NATIVE SPEAKERS 
TUTORIAL CENTER INC. 
ЖЕ Gaston Biog.. 


Paranaque Chy 


ТАВОЗЕМ PHIL, CORP. 
Mandarin Translator | U-101B Centerpoint Big. 


Origas, Pasig Сау 
& RESORT, INC. 


а Avenue comer 
Avenue, Макай Cty 


01103 Супа Herrera Tower, 


U-T103 Скуп Herrera Tower, 


EPOCHINA MINING CORP. 
South Forbes Park, Makati Chy 
EPOCHINA MINING CORP. 

South Forbes Park, Matai Cay 


South Forbes Park, Makati City 


CRYSTAL STEEL FABRICATORS 
U-2701/2702 Union Bank Plaza, 


ТАҒ Net Square Bldg. 3d Ave. 
co. 28h SL, Crescent Park West 


KORYO PHYSICAL HEALTH 


1606 Trade St. MBP Alabang, 


30 J. Elaaide St, BF Homes, 


1. Vargas Ave. cor. Сата Ré. 


MAKATI SHANGRI-LA HOTEL 


Japanese Customer 
Support Desk 
Manager (Shit 1) 


General Manager 
Chinese 


Zhuang Yerin 
Chinese 


Bridge Systems 
Engineer 
ey 


‘Senior Manager in 
Charge of the Fujitsu 
Development Centre 


ау 


Soyun Kim (ulo Lee) 
Korean 
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DA distributes 
flatbed dryers 
to rice farmers 


By Tonette Orejas 


The program covers 37 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


provinces where the Ginin- 
tuang Masaganang Апі pro- 
gram is implemented, propped 
up by a P500-million fund, pro- 
ject documents showed. 

The project aims to reduce 
the average 15-percent loss 
borne by farmers who dry their 
palay on roads or other flat sur- 
faces. 

A BPRE study in 2000 
showed that “existing drying fa- 
cilities in the country cannot 
meet the drying requirements 
ofthe farmers." 

As a counterpart in the pro- 
ject, irrigators’ associations pro- 
vide а 200-square meter land as 
site for the facility. 

Agriculture] Secretary 
[Arthur] Yap wants to help in- 
crease the profits of farmers. He 
knows that delays in drying or 
improper drying make it hard 
on farmers to increase their in- 
come. We hope the flatbed dry- 
ers would really be helpful in 
that sense,” Gatus told the IN- 
QURER. 

The DA also reported that 
the prolonged dry spell in the 
region, which ended in Au- 
gust, had no adverse impact 
on the region's rice produc- 
tion. 

The May to October plant- 
ing season yielded 894,216 
metric tons of rice, an 8-per- 
cent increase over last year's 
output. 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE 
Department of Agriculture has 
begun distributing at least 200 
flatbed dryers in Central Luzon, 
hoping that through these, farm- 
ers could reduce the cost of dry- 
ing palay from P15 to P8 a bag. 

Two associations of irriga- 
tors in Sto. Domingo and an- 
other in Palayan City in Nueva 
Ecija were the initial recipi- 
ents last week, according to 
Redentor Gatus, DA regional 
director. 

Fifty of the beneficiaries were 
still undergoing validation, doc- 
uments showed. 

Worth P600,000 each, the 
flatbed dryers are given as 
grants from the DA's Agricultur- 
al Competitiveness Enhance- 
ment Fund (Acef), he said. 

The Acef has become contro- 
versial in the past owing to al- 
leged misuse by politicians who 
used spurious organizations as 
fronts. 

The flatbed dryers can dry 
120 cavans of palay every six 
hours. 

The flatbed dryers come with 
a furnace fed by rice hull, stalks 
and other organic wastes. 

The dryer was designed by 
the Bureau of Postharvest and 
Research Extension (BPRE), 
which is also implementing the. 
project. 


Chinese companies 
eye tuna ventures 


By Judy Quiros 
Inquirer Mindanao 


SM City Davao. 

Campeon said the Chinese 
investors, in partnership with. 
local exporters, were more 
likely to initially invest in the 
export of tuna. 

“А tuna processing plant 
could come later in view of 
the need to raise a consider- 
able capital of about $20 mil- 
lion to $30 million," he said. 

Campeon also said that ће 
arrival of foreign investors 
would not affect the city's do- 
mestic tuna consumption re- 
quirement of five tons a day. 

He said fish catch that 
would not qualify as class A 
or exportable tuna would go 
to the city's wet markets. 

DCFPC is one of the re- 
gion's tuna landing ports and 
supplies most of Southern 
Mindanao. 

During the first half of the 
year, DCFPC posted a total 
production volume of 32,263 
metric tons. 


DAVAO CITY—CHINESE COM- 
panies engaged in tuna export 
and processing have started ne- 
gotiations for a possible venture 
with local tuna exporters oper- 
ating at the Davao City Fish Port 
Complex (DCFPC) in Toril dis- 
trict here. 

George Campeon, director 
of the Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) in 
Southern Mindanao, said the 
negotiations started in Octo- 
ber when representatives 
from three Chinese compa- 
nies visited the city. 

Campeon said that during 
the visit, the Chinese in- 
vestors expressed enthusiasm 
in investing in the city's tuna 
industry. 

“The group is composed of 
big time processors in China,” 
he said during the recent 
Kapehan sa Dabaw held at 


Western Visayas invites 
investors in tourism 


By Carla Р. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


boosted by the recent direct 
flights between Kalibo, the capi- 
tal town of Aklan, and Seoul, 
South Korea. 

Eventually, he said, the De- 
partment of Tourism would like 
to see direct flights from other 
countries landing in the new 
Negros airport in Silay City. 

"We are constantly monitor- 
ing che infrastructure require- 
ments needed to boost 
tourism, especially to connect 
destinations," he said. "This is 
the contribution of govern- 
ment in terms of public invest- 
ment, to encourage the private. 
sector to have more self confi- 
dence in the tourism super re- 
gion.” 

Palabyab, meanwhile, lauded 
the holding of а tourism assem 
bly in the region. 

“This congress is very im- 
portant because it is where 
you gather the public and pri- 
Vate sector and get them in 
sync with national programs," 
he said. 

The week-long tourism as- 
sembly carried the theme "En- 
trepreneurial Tourism: Beyond 
Tourism Arrivals." 


BACOLOD CITY—IT'S A GOOD 
time to invest in tourism in 
Western Visayas because of 
multibillion-peso infrastructure 
projects lined up for the region, 
according to Tourism Undersec- 
retary Oscar Palabyab. 

“The smart investors are 
those who look at the strate- 
gies of government and start 
investing,” Palabyab said here 
recently on the sidelines of the 
Western Visayas Tourism Аз- 
sembly. 

President Macapagal Arroyo 
Jast year identified the Visayas 
as the toürism super region of 


ion airports of interna- 
tional standard have been com- 
pleted in lloilo and Negros Occi- 
dental, Palabyab said. 

“The airports are giant steps 
in making Western Visayas a 
major tourism destination,” he 
said. 

He also noted that access to 
the country's prime tourist des- 
tination, Boracay Island, was 
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LIVE AUCTION SALE 

UESDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 30AM SHARI 

At: LIETZ Industrial Complex, Edison Ave. (P. Leviste) 

Кт. 14, SLEX, Paranaque City 

(GYM EQUPMENTSEXEROSERS: LFESTUDE Teds 9500/TR4500; STAR 
TRAC Recumbent Bes STAR TRAC Lifecycle Bikes 9500; LFESTEP 9500; FLEK 
Dumbel Rack 

MACHINE TOOLS: SUMITOMO Injection Moulding Machine: SEBU EDM 
Machine; 060 Wheels Conveyor Machines; SUMITOMO Cyclo Dries 
SUMITOMO Hyponic Drives 15, 10 8 5 Tos Aircon Compressors, Induction 
Motors; Gear Motors: Motor Drive Motors; FOSS NIR Systems, MITT 
Contra Panels; Plw Block & Bolt Fanged: et 
 ELECTEICALS: TELEMECANIQUE Contactors; Transformers; SUMITOMO Optical 
Wie Спока! Wire Cables; Ока: Breakers; Circuit Contactors; SEMENS à 
CROMION Current Transformers; G.E Power Control Fan Assemblies; 
‘Voltmeter; Halogen Flood Lights; PHIUPS Fluorescent Lamp; ENTRELEC 
Terminal Восс Ughting Кишен; Electrical Wires; etc. 

S & COMPUTERS : НРСОМРАО Pentium M 14 GZ Laptops; DELAGM 
Pentium 47 0GHZ Laptops: COMPAQ Pentium 4; 2.4 GHZ Processor Computer 
Sets: CPUs; Monitors: Keyboards: ete. 

‘FICE FURNITURES & EQUIPMENTS: Workstations; becutiveGuestiCerial 
Swivel Chairs; Glass Display Cabinets: Watch Display Cabinets; Hanging 
Cabinets Hanging Shelves; Office Tables; FourTreswo Drawers Lateral 
Cabinets: VIVACE 230 Photocopier, GP-1120 Overhead Projector, UPS 
Dismantied Prüons able Tops; etc. 

KUCHEN & HOUSEHOLD GOODS: 55. Storage Cabinets w Counter Tops; S.S 
Storage Cabinet wf Food Preparation Counter Top; GASUL Portable 

ба Buers; MIRRO Pressure Cookers: G.E. Single Door Freezer; MEZZO 
Personal Re; Microwave Oven; UGOUNI Juice Dispenser, Mini Food Processor, 
MSTRALCoo Fan SONY Т. Set etc. 

MISCELLANEOUS: DAKIN Model ACE Air CleanersPurifiers; Chemical Fiers: 
Мид. Sizes УЗ Rollers, PasigPVC Sheets; Fbergss Heaters; Pneumatic Air 
‘finders: S/S Valves: Pneumatic Hoses: DEWALT Power Hand Tools; GMC 
‘Compound Mitre Sav, OZITO Fan Cooled Mig Welder; Motorized Auto Wrench; 
ТОМ Cable Puer, 2 on Hydraulic Floor Jaces; ALLTRADE 3 Folding Creeper, 
Nylon Wheels: PVC Pipes; Меш Pipes; Steel Racks; Pas Bins & Cates 55 
Scraps: 55 Cf; Ast. Colors Stickers; ОШТ Lime & Rust Remover; BRITE 3 in 
1 Foor Liquid, Scrap Battery Operated Forklift; Carpet Ties; ete 


On View Monday 26th November 2007 - Sam to Spm & morning of sale day 
Refundable Depost Phas 000 lupon registration] 
Contact JENNY, JESSA or DANG 
Golndustry Tel: 822-5555 Fax: 821-3333 
Hi Email: manila@goindustry.com 
ens www.goindustry.com 


ISABELA II ELECTRIC, INC. 


Alibagu, Падап, Isabela 


T 


~~ ACCOUNTA 


Certified Public Accountant 


Above-average Scholastic performance 


With years of work experience in Cooperative 


Accounting System 


Possess good communication skills, both oral 


and written 

Can work with minimum supervision 
Proficient in Microsoft Office, (Excel, 
PowerPoint and Word) 


Knowledge in Computerized Accounting and 


Billing Systems 


TT р PHILIPPINE DALY INQUIRER — — 
LG, PILIRAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
@ М. (BILECO) 
e Caraycaray, Naval, Bran 
та. Nos. (053) 500-9039 to 42 Fax No. (053) 500-9744 
e-mai: blecomsdehahoo com 
Bliran Electric Cooperative, Inc. (BILECO) invites interested parties who 
are qualified to bid for Various Line Hardware, Materials and Distribution 
‘Transformers with an Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) of Php 
2,137,254.90 to be funded by the МОСС subsidy under the CARE 
Program. 
Bid documents shall be issued only to eligible Bidder on December 10- 
12, 2007 upon payment of non-refundabie fee of Five Thousand Pesos 
(Php 5,000.00) at the Secretariat of Bids and Awards Committee (BAC). 
Pre-Bid Conference will be held at BILECO MPB, Caraycaray, Naval, 
Biliran on December 13, 2007/10:00 am. Bid Opening wil be conducted 
оп January 2, 2008/10:00 a.m. at BILECO MPB, Caraycaray, Naval, 
Bilan. 
Bid documents of Bidder shall be evaluated using a non-discretionary 
"PASS/FAIL" criteria. All particulars relative to the eligiblity tendering, 
‘competitive bidding, and award of Contract shall be in accordance with 
BILECO Policy No. 98-13 as amended. All proposals shall be evaluated 
based on the responsiveness of the Biddar's offer to the Contract put out 
to bid and shall be subject to Post-qualiication before an award is made. 
BILECO reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, declare a fallure 
=! bidding and to waive any required formality therein, and or to make an 
award to Bidder whose proposal is most advantageous to the electric 
cooperative. 
Aletter expressing the intent of the Bidder to bid must be submitted to the 
Bids and Awards Committee prior to purchase of Bid Documents. All 
communications shall be addressed to the undersigned on the above 
address with telephone number (053) 500-8041 and facsimile number 
(053) 500.9744. 


(52) RODRIGO P. ROMERO, М.Е. 
TSD Manager 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee. 
Noted: 
(50%) MARLON B. ROA 
‘General Manager 


(POL-Novembor 22 & 29, 2007) 


WE BUY at HIGH PRICE 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1818716 / 7964371 
09213497170 


 GolcCrest Bldg 
бюпепг-2 Mala 


BUY - SELL -PAWN 


ROL 


doter SWISS WATCHES. 


— 


‘Where you find the best 


төз! 


Where you find the best. 


NATIONA 


CLASSIFIEDS 


DOLE-NCR.. 
Philippine Navy. 


Applicants should send: Application Letter with detailed 


curriculum vitae; Authenticated Transcript of Records and 

Diploma; Copies of Educational, Professional Certificates; 

Testimonials of work experiences and two recent passport- 
sized photo to the office of the General Manager. 


OBITUARIES 


“Thave fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." 
2 Timothy 4:7 


ELISA NADYA E. GAMO 


Now peacefully rests in the infinite grace and goodness of the Lord on the 


21" day of November, 2007 at the age of 58. 


She will be missed by her loving mother, Leonila Encarnacion; husband 
Edgardo; children Edgardo Jr. & Hellanor, Emil Roberto & Mon: 
Michael & Whitney, grandchildren; Angela Marie & Angelo Gabriel; & other 


relatives, friends, nurses, Beth & Rose. 


Her cremated remains will be viewed in state at the Garden Suite, 
Loyola Memorial Chapel, Guadalupe, Makati City from the 21* until 


the 22™ day of November 2007. She will then be transferred for 
viewing at her residence at #10 Don Manuel St. Vesco 
Subdivision, San Pablo City, Laguna from 2:00 pm of 22 
until 12:00 noon of the 24" of November, 2007. 

“Love does not die - people do. So when ай that’s left of me is 

айе me away, 

TLL SEE YOU AT HOME IN HEAVEN..." 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
to our valued advertisers 


PDI Kalaw Branch 


has been transferred to: 
Cansunun Аз 
GIF Traveller's Life Bldg, 
490 T.H. Kalaw St. Ermita, Manila 
(in front of National Library) 


LUNETA PARK Во 


To serve your advertising 
needs, please call 
523-5570 (Trunk Line) 
loc. 115 or 116 
525-7023 « 525-7381 


ROXAS BOULEVARD. 
TART AVENUE 


The CLERGY and Fall ofthe Diocese of Malolos 
extend their sincerest prayers and condolences o the 
relatives and rends of 


REV. FR. IRENEO 


(186-2087) 
tho peocefallyjoned his Creator, 
our Loving Father on November 17, 2007 
His remains lle i state at: 


1. St Joseph Parish, St Francis Subd. Meyeanayan 
November 17.2: $402. 
|| 2 San Antonio de Padua Parish, Ibs, Hagonoy 
November 20239402. 
2 Family Residence, San Jose, Calumpit 
| Novemberz325 


A toneral Mass wil 
2007 at 8:38: 


илен on Monday, November 26, 

в Parish Слага d St. Joseph 
Parish, San Jose, Calumpit 
"Liig m Рр, Lard Teens, (weal ba lir, 

Kasp me Yor tne forecer, 
Dram me dag by dag nearer to You 

Пт am whelly filed with Yor Lare," 

isa, Edison 


BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 


2 орыс of the Philippines 
S Department of Finance 
Collection District V 


OBITUARIES | 


NOTICE OF AUCTION SALE 


Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 2801 and 2607 of the Тап! and 
Customs Code of the Philippines, as amended, as well as CMO No. 5-2003, 
there will be a Public Auction Sale to be conducted at the Port of Cebu оп 
‘Thursday, December 3, 2007 at 10:00 In the morning, of the herein articles. 
‘Said aries shall be available for public viewing on November 29, 2007. For 
further inquiry, please contact the folowing number (032) 2323788. 


Article 
41,700 Bags of Class “О” 
Sugar 


Floor Price. 
Phpt.445000.00 @ 
Php&50.00 per bag 
Requirements for participating bidders 

A) PhP 2,000.00 registration fee; and 


B.) Cash bond deposit of PhP 20,000.00 either in cash or Manager's 
‘Check refundabie to the losing bidders after closing of the auction 
sale 


©.) Income Tax Return. 


Registration fee and cash bond deposits must be paid at least one (1) 
day before the cato of actual bidding. 


Participating Bidders must be CBW Processors/Exporters of sugar- 
based products with Sugar Regulatory Authority (SRA) Allocation for 
the year 2007. 

Registered bidders shall secure bic-tender forms from the Chairman, 


Auction and Cargo Disposal Committee and surrender the unused forms ater 
‘auction proceedings. 


The floor price as well as the bid price Is exclusive of SRA Clearance 
Php 2200/LKg-Bag 
‘The winning bidder shall Issue to the SRA a Performance Bond prior 
to withdrawal of the articles from the ВОС. 


In case of a failed bidding, the next bidding wil be held on the third (3rd) 
business day thereafier or on December 6, 2007 at the same place and time 
specified herein. 


The goverment reserves the right to reject any or ай bids, waive any 
required formalities and accept bidslenders most advantageous to he Interest 
^l the government 


Done at the Port of Cebu, Philippines, November 16, 2007. 
(Sod.) RICARDO R. BELMONTE, CESO VI 


District Collector 
(001-8022 


AN APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC 


There have been several news" articles that were published In. 
several tabloids against our company as well as їппиепбоөз 
and hearsays purposely circulated in and around the LTO to 
besmirch our reputation and place us in a bad light. These are 
ali false, malicious, defamatory, baseless and wildly speculative. 


Worse, these publicity stunts are all anonymous and were never. 
verified with us. The truth is no one has come forward to accuse 
us of any wrongdoing and no one has fled any complaint against. 
‘our company with the LTO or in any other forum. 


We thus appeal to the public not to be fooled by such cowardly 
and libelous press releases. Likewise, please help us identify 
the perpetrator of the same. Ample reward will be given to 
anyone who can assist us bring the despicable shenanigan to 
justice, 

‘The Management and Staff 

Realtime Data Management Services, Inc. 

1506-В PSE East Tower, Exchange Road, 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 

Tel. No. 687-3009/ 687-9034/687-9861 

СЕЕН 


$= "Гат the Way, the Truth and the Life, No one comes 
tothe Father but through Me" 
John 14:6 


Juan Alcantara Acosta, Jr., M.D. 


"Тыл" 
ип 
(October 20, 1942 - November 15, 2007) 
Past Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus. 
Prince of Peace Council, Englishtown, New Jersey USA 
nowo rests in the Grace and Goodness of our Lord 
last November 15, 207, а the age of 65. 
His bereaved and loving wife Dra. Ange, children Aileen, 
Jun-Jun and Jerry, brother Roger, relatives and friends request the 
pious readers to pray for the etemal repose of his soul 
His remains lie in state at the family ancestral residence, 
National Road, Brgy. Bolbok Batangas City, Batangas. 
Interment will be on Sunday, November 25, 2007 at the Eternal 
Gardens, Balagtas, Batangas City, Batangas after the celebration of 
the Holy Mass at 1:00 p.m. at Sta. Rita de Cascia Parish Church, 
Bolbok, Batangas Ciy. 


“Eternal life wä sallow up that go 


| which can die. God made us Юг 
very reason and He has given us 


| the Spirit as a guarantee that we 


| will live again.” —2 сећа 545 | 


ELISEO C. LORENZANA 
«Jan. 29, 1913 - Nov. 18, 2007 
Peacefully died at the age of 94. * 
His body lies at Our Lady of Peace Memorial Chapel 
(near Antipolo Church), Antipolo Rizal, 
' Interment will be on Friday, Nov. 23, 2007. 


JAIME ERNESTO | 
Y B.BASA 0757; 
March 6,1960-Nov.12,2007 È ~- = 
His body will lie at Chapel Fir, Sanctuariumi, Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City as soon as the body arrives on the 
night of November 22, 2007 from Australia. 


pt 


Mn Loving Memory 


Оп the First Death Anniversary of 


Ramon Flameiio 
Alcantara 


‘Who peacefully joined our Crestor on November 23, 2007 
His loving WHE TOLIETA daughter LYDIA & KENNY, TERRY & TED; and son 
MANNY: grandchildren JARYD, BRANDON, DOUGLAS, RAMON. ISABEL 
Together wi is relatives and friend rues the pious renders 1o pray for Ве eeral 
poss of his sod. 

Masses wil be offered for im at the following churches 

nus wil be held on November 23, 2007: 

S. Joseph the Worker Parish, Enrique St, Palanan, Makati- 

Malate Catholic Church, М.Н. Del Pilar, Malate Manila... тзлт. 
(Our Lady of Sorrow Parish, ЕВ. Harrison Pasig City "7.00 am: 6-0 pam. 
Саһей of St Augustine, St. Benedict Church, St. Augustin Frida, USA 
ville, Floride, USA 
ridge Ave. N.Y. USA 


NI 
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INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
© Any identification document (LD.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS and bank-to-bank payments 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


eople) 


Epentse Products 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2007 ` 
\ 


E-mail: pr_pep@inquirer.com.ph 
aespinosa@Inquirer.com.ph 


Editor Aries Espinosa 


Unilab probes genes' link to TB treatment 


FILIPINO MOLECULAR BIOLOGISTS AT 
the country's largest and leading pharma- 
‘ceutical and healthcare company United 
‘Laboratories Inc (Unilab) studied the ge- 
metic variations in a human body called sin- 
gle nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) that 
could determine the body's response to TB 
‘Treatment. 

Unilab probed the link between the SNP 
typing of Filipinos and TB treatment to help 
doctors better understand the disease and 
determine more effective therapeutic regi- 
men to Filipinos. 

‘According to government data, TB is the 
sixth leading cause of death nationwide. 
This translates to 80 Filipinos dying from 
the disease daily, with two-thirds of the 


more than 85 million population harboring 
ТВ bacilli and about 463,000 are active TB 
cases. These figures put RP at ninth rank in 
TB incidence worldwide. 

‘The Unilab research studied SNPs from 
the blood obtained from healthy Filipino 
volunteers. Further study into these SNPs 
revealed that 47.3 percent of Filipinos are 
rapid acetylators, meaning their body can 
quickly break down an anti-TB drug like 
isoniazid, and thus have low risk to the tox- 
iceffects of the drugs. 

The 11.6 percent аге slow acetylators, 
which means anti-TB drugs like isoniazid 
stays longer in the patients’ blood, which 
may put them at a greater risk to the toxic 
effects of the drug. 


The country’s most wanted Gold Lion 
is going to Subic. 
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SCREENING SCHEDULE 
November 22, Thursday 


Opening Ceremony 
1st Screening 
Lunch Break 

2nd Screening 

3rd Screening 


November 23, Friday 


1st Screening 
2nd Screening 
Lunch Break 
3rd Screening 
4th Screening 


November 24, Saturday 


Last Screening 
Closing 


Une piston og 


y ibit will be open to 
| except on November 24 (closing) 


"We plan to do more clinical studies on 
the remaining 41.1 percent of subjects who 
were found to be of the intermediate acety- 
lator type," says Unilab medical director 
Alexander Tuazon, "Doing so will deter- 
mine and verify the risk to isoniazid-in- 
duced liver toxicity" 

Unilab’s study provides better under- 
standing of the link between the genetic 
variation of Filipino patients and TB drugs 
like isoniazid, and thus provides doctors 
with substantial information to more effec- 
tively determine the appropriate treatment 
to patients. Unilab is doing other studies of 
human genes’ link to other diseases as part 
of its efforts to make healthcare products 
even better for Filipinos. 


TIM CORP 15ТН FRIENDSHIP BOWLING TOURNAMENT 
Jose Mari Antunez, president and co-sponsor this year, this widely-an- 
CEO of Tota! Information Manage- ted event in the local IT industry 
ment Corp (left) and Ronnie Latina- attracted a record of 30 companies 
20, wager of EMC Philippines, pre- from various sectors such as bank- 
pare for the ceremonial bow! to offi- — ing, insurance, government, 

cially launch TIM's 16th Annual telecommunications, and transporta- 
Friendship Bowling Tournamentat tion. An international, inter-govern- 
the SM Май of Asia Bowing Center mental agency is also included in the 
in Pasay City recently. With EMC аз roster of participating teams. 


2 4 

A season of early Christmas blow-outs at Wendy’s « 

AS YULETIDE SALES AND ENTICING BARGAINS PROLIFERATE THE МС j 
metro, Wendy's has introduced another innovative promo as an early holiday 1р5; 
cheer for all its customers: offering its hot-off-the-grili 100 percent pure beef A74 
hamburgers for an impossibly low P5.00! Never before has its juicy hamburgers Y 

been offered practically for free. Just order a Biggie Iced Tea and customers can avail 

of this most generous offer. Running until Dec. 9, Wendy's is sending out a message of true Christ- 
mas spirit, the spirit of giving and sharing. And it is through this promo that Wendy's recognizes and 
expresses its thanks to its loyal customers, by providing high-quality, great tasting food at real value. 


Happy Feet acquires Striders 

HAPPY FEET ACQUIRES STRIDERS SHOES, A TEN-VEAR OLD CHILDREN'S AND MEN'S 
brand. The acquisition broadens the product line of Happy Feet and represents Happy Feet's full 
entry into the children’s shoe market. It further complements Happy Feet's own line of full-war- 
ranty children’s shoes. Striders Shoes will benefit from Happy Feet's vision of quality and com- 
fort. Striders Shoes are available at selected SM Department Stores and Happy Feet outlets in 
‘Wilson Street in San Juan, Gil Fernando Avenue in Marikina and Festival Mall in Alabang. 


Risen, the Musical 

LIGHTHOUSE THEATER AND THE GREAT LIGHTHOUSE FOUNDATION PRESENT RISEN, THE 
‘Musical - an English-Filipino play celebrating the risen life of Jesus Christ. Directed by Jeena Mar- 
‘quez-Manaois, it will be shown on Nov. 22, 7:30 p.m. at Bishop Reuben Abante's Lighthouse Bible 
Baptist Temple, Quezon City. For details and tickets contact Abigail Hernandez at 0916-6778773. 


NCO Group Philippines holds job fair caravan 

THE NCO GROUP PHILIPPINES, ONE OF THE LEADING BUSINESS PROCESS OUTSOURCING 
(BPO) companies worldwide is holding a series of job fairs on the following dates and venues: Nov. 
22, 8a.m. - 3 p.m. at Mandaluyong City Hall; and on Nov. 23, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Sachi Japanese 
Cuisine at Araneta Coliseum Circle, Cubao. Explore an exciting call center career at NCO, where you 
can enjoy great company benefits, performance based bonuses, and significant opportunities for 
growth and career advancement. The company is looking for indi iduals with excellent English 
communication skills who can fill the positions for technical support, customer service, directory 
assistance, sales and collections. On the spot interviews and exams will also be conducted in all 
‘venues of the job fair caravan. The NCO Group Philippines Recruitment Center is located at the 5/F 
ELJ Communications Center (ABS CBN Compound) Mother Ignacia Street, Quezon City. The cen- 
ter is open Mondays to Fridays, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Interested applicants may call the recruitment hot- 
line at 981-7564 to 85 or e-mail manila-recruitment@ncogroup.com. 


Colegio de Sta. Rosa Makati Alumni Homecoming 

CALLING ON ALL GRADUATES OF COLEGIO DE STA. ROSA MAKATI. AN ALUMNI HOME- 
coming will be happening on Jan. 18, 2008, from 3 p.m. onwards at the CSR grounds. It 

will be hosted by batch '83, silver jubilarians in cooperation with batch ‘79, pearl jubilari- 
ans. For inquiries contact Jenny Manuel at 0915-3093808. 


Trips, other prizes up for grabs in Jollibee Asian Express Promo 
FULFILLING CRAVINGS FOR FRESH AND DELICIOUS JOLLIBEE DISHES AND DESSERTS HAS 

never been this rewarding. Getaway to excitement with trips to Asia's hottest destinations with Jollibee 
Express Delivery Service's (JEDS) Asian Express Promo. Just call 8-7000 Jollibee Delivery to order 
your langhap-sarap favorites and have it delivered straight to your doorstep along with the chance to 
win amazing trips for two to Hong Kong Disneyland, Singapore, or Bangkok, Thailand. For every P100 
worth of JEDS transaction in a single receipt, customers can earn one electronic raffle ticket that can 
take them to these lively urban locales and dream destinations. Get your officemates together or treat 
the family to Jollibee's best-selling langhap-sarap products and earn even more e-raffie tickets. You can 
also upgrade any Coke drink (Coke, Coke Light and Sprite) to large sizes and get twice the number of 
raffie tickets earned per transaction. Minimum purchase required for every.  JEDS order is P165. The 
major tour prizes include roundtrip tickets; three-day, two-night hotel accommodations with free break- 
fast; return transfers; and Disneyland passes (for Hong Kong winner) for two. Prizes of five P10,000 
Ayala Май electronic gift certificates (EGCs) and 20 Apple Ipod shuffles will also be given away. Keep 
calling 8-7000 Jollibee Delivery and make every order an even more delicious experience with the JEDS 
Asian Express Promo. The promo will run until Dec. 31. For more details, see posters and print ads. 


The Fe Del Mundo Medical Center celebrates 50th year 

THE FE DEL MUNDO MEDICAL CENTER WILL CELEBRATE ITS SOTH FOUNDATION DAY AT THE 
hospital grounds on Nov. 26 and 27. The celebration will coincide with the birthday of its founder 
Dr. Fe del Mundo. The highlight of the affair is the inauguration of Dr. del Mundo's memorabilia. 
This will showcase her contribution for the healthcare of the Filipino child in the past. 50 years. 
The launching of the Bulilit project using the youth as health communicator will also be 
launched. A mass on Nov. 27 will open the affair for the formal re-opening of the ‘hospital and the 
inauguration of Dr. del Mundo's memorabilia to be celebrated by Fr. Vito Dequilla. 


ING Bank, Finex set to honor outstanding CFO 

THE FINANCIAL EXECUTIVES INSTITUTE OF THE PHILIPPINES (FINEX) AND ING BANK N.N. MANILA 
branch are all set to recognize the Philippines most outstanding finance professional with the CFO of 
the Year award. The much anticipated awarding ceremony, siated for Nov. 29, culminates an extensive. 
months-ong nationwide search for the country's finest and most exemplary chief finance officer. The 
principal selection criteria for the CFO of the Year are based on the values of integrity, leadership, effec- 
tive stewardship, and specific instances of wealth creation in finance and financial services that are 
worthy of recognition by peers. The selection of the outstanding CFO is also based on the CFO's contri- 
butions to the reputation and stature of the CFO role, contributions to the fulfillment of the strategic ob- 
jectives of an organization, and excellence in the stewardship of an ‘organization. The CFO of the Year 
trophy was designed by acclaimed glass sculptor Ramon Orfina. The original 10-inch-tall trophy is a 
polished glass figure comprised of two semi-circles resting on a solid base. The circles represent the 
continuity of commerce, and the two halves represent the harmonious interdependence of manage- 
ment and labor. For more information on the CFO of the Year award, visit www.finex org. ph. 


Tribal DDB president speaks at 20th PAC A 

AMANDA KING SHARES THE LATEST TRENDS AND DEVELOPMENTS ON 

digital marketing from ай over the world during the 20th Philippine. Adver- 

tising Congress in Subic. Amanda is president of Tribal DDB, Asia Pacific, 

опе of the leading interactive companies in the world. Over the last three 

years, Tribal DDB has won more than 100 awards for ‘innovation and effec- 

tiveness - from Cannes Gold Lions, to Best of Show, to Clios, Andys and 

Effies. Amanda started her career as one of the first data planners in London, tying psychographics to 

demographics. She moved to Australia and set up her own company, Octopus, a full service agency 

that won clients like MasterCard, Westpac and Optus. After 8 successful years WPP purchased the 

agency and Amanda was head hunted to work for the Publicis group. Here she managed the suc- 

cessful growth of their integrated suite of companies. in early 2000 she joined DDB Sydney as head 

3 of ай non-advertising companies which included Rapp Collins, Tribal, Mango (PR) and Remedy. Dur- 
ing this period each company grew significantly and ‘achieved record profits. Innovation has driven 
her career and her passion is to work with people who want to redefine the communications world. 
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Ralph Lauren Fragrances, Ford 
Philippines explore partnership 


LOREAES PCI FRAGRANCES 
Group and Ford Group Philip- 
pines recently teamed up to un- 
veil Ralph Lauren’s newest fra- 
grance for men inspired by ad- 
venture -- the Polo Explorer. Of- 
fering the perfect combination of 
ruggedness and refinement, Polo 
Explorer was launched Nov. 8, 
via a showcase of high-end travel 
and discovery. 

The launch began with a pre 
event and registration at Power 
Up Silvercity in Tiendesitas 
where guests were invited to go 
on several challenges as well as a 
journey of sorts via Ford's newest 
release, the 2007 Ford Explorer 
Eddie Bauer Edition. They went 
around the world in Hotel Sofi- 
tel, formerly Westin Philippine 


Plaza, with the help of Joey Cuer- 
do where they experienced travel 
and adventure they will nowhere 
else experience. 

Sophisticated and sensuous, 
Polo Explorer is made for a man 
who craves adventure and dis- 
covery Taking one beyond 
boundaries, the fragrance was 
developed with the finest quality 
ingredients from around the 
world, creating the perfect bal- 
ance between a strong masculini- 
ty and a comforting ease. 

‘The Ford Explorer, on the other 
hand, is recognized for its unpar- 
alleled luxury, power and safety, 
catering to the needs of the ac- 
complished lot that demand 
nothing but the best in their vehi- 
cles. With the Eddie Bauer badge 


denoting premium styling and 
design, it has changed the face of 
SUVs, proving that rugged, 
truck-like functionality and off- 
road durability could be com- 
bined with style and comfort. 

Both brands are determined to 
satisfy the needs of its core cus- 
tomers - the Polo Explorer, by 
matching action-seekers with a 
scent that is refreshing as it is 
masculine, and the Ford Explorer 
by serving as the automotive 
soulmate to those who put great 
emphasis on SUVs as both func- 
tional vehicles, at the same time 
fashion statements. Together, the 
two strong brands serve as the 
perfect partner for thrill-seeking 
men, both spelling rugged mas- 
culinity and luxury. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


People, Events Products 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK FETES TOP BROKERS 


Ав a way of honoring its accredited housing loan 
brokers, ВР! Family Savings Bank (BFSB) recently 
hosted an exclusive get-together of BPI Uni- 
bankers and brokers at the Hard Rock Café in 
Makati City. Its 3rd Quarterly Bonus Raffie Draw 
ауе away free trips to Asian destinations, ВР! Get 
Started Savings accounts, and Sodexho Premium 
Passes to lucky brokers. BFSB also offers the All 
Star Grandslam rewards program to top brokers 
where every successful housing loan referral 


gives cash incentives and gift certificates from 
various merchants. The event also recognized 
brokers who showed outstanding performance 
during the third quarter of the year. Shown in pho- 
to are (from left) housing loan account officer Chi- 
to Yacapin; marketing assistants Mae Regala, Lea 
Piloton and Grace Deuna; first prize winner, 
Rowena Ganibo; BPIFSB president, Alfonso Sal- 
сево Jr; brokers channel head, AVP Ruel Magtoto 
and housing loan account officer Charlie Morelos. 


Otsuka Pharma I-Stroke 
Club to benefit 
thousands of patients 


‘THIS YEAR, 15 MILLION PEOPLE WORLD- 

ide, will suffer from stroke. Five million 
will die and another five million will be 
permanently disabled. 

‘This grim forecast comes from the World 
Health Organization that says high blood 
pressure is responsible for over 12 million 
strokes worldwide. Other risk factors are 
family history of stroke, age, sex (women 
are more likely to die of stroke than men), 
high blood cholesterol levels, cigarette 
smoking, diabetes, obesity, use of birth 
control pills, hormone therapy, heavy 
drinking, use of illicit drugs like cocaine, 
methamphetamine НСІ, and uncontrolled 
stress. 

In the United States alone, stroke is re- 
sponsible for more than 150,000 deaths a 
year, making it the third leading cause of 
death next to heart disease and cancer. 
Fifty percent of those deaths usually occur 
outside the hospital, according to the In- 
ternet Stroke Center, a non-profit, educa- 
tional service of the Washington University 
Medical Center in St. Louis, Missouri, USA. 

In the Philippines, stroke affects 486 out 
of 100,000 Filipinos or roughly half a mil- 
lion Filipinos, according to Dr. Jose Navar- 
ro of the Philippine Neurological Associa- 
tion (РМА) in his study published in The 
Philippine Journal of Neurology. Of that 
number, one-third will die over the next 
year revealed С.Р Warlow in “Stroke: A 
Practical Guide to Management.” Com- 
pounding the problem is the shortage of 
doctors who can help these patients. 

“There are less than 300 neurologists in 
the country or one for every 300,000 pa- 
tients. This puts many Filipinos at risk for 
stroke and its life-threatening complica- 
tions," according to PNA vice president Dr. 
Johnny Lokin. 

То alleviate and improve stroke preven- 
tion, management, and treatment in the 
Philippines, Otsuka (Philippines) Pharma- 
ceutical Inc. (OPP!) introduced its I-Stroke 
(information on Stroke Issues, Prevention 
and Treatment) campaign during the 35th 
Annual PNA Convention in Cagayan de 
Oro City from Nov. 21-24. The program 
aims to provide patients with essential and 
vital information about stroke and would 
empower them to make the right decisions 
on stroke prevention and treatment. In- 
creasing awareness will hopefully reduce 
the number of deaths associated with the 
condition. 

As part of its campaign, OPPI will open 
an [Stroke Patient Club for stroke pa- 
tients, their families, and people at risk of 
stroke. For more information on stroke 
prevention and treatment, the OPPI I- 
Stroke Hotline is available for interested 
parties. Call the I-Stroke Hotline at 811- 
4723 for GMA and 1-800-188-4723 for 
provincial calls. 

Stroke is the sudden interruption in the 
blood supply of the brain. This usually oc- 
curs when a blood vessel bursts (hemor- 
thagic stroke) or is blocked by a blood clot 
ог some other particle (ischemic stroke) 
Of the two, ischemic strokes are the most 
common. 

The symptoms of stroke are sudden 
‘weakness of the face, arm or leg, usually on 
one side of the body. Other signs are sud- 
den numbness on one side of the body, con- 
fusion, trouble speaking or understanding 
speech, trouble seeing in one or both eyes, 
difficulty walking, dizziness, loss of bal- 
ance or a severe headache. Since this oc- 
curs rapidly, stroke is also called brain at- 
tack. If symptoms last for less than an hour, 
this is called a transient ischemic attack 
(TIA) or mini-stroke. 

For stroke prevention, patients are ad- 
vised to keep blood pressure under control, 
lower cholesterol and fat intake, avoid 
smoking, drink alcohol moderately, man- 
age weight, exercise regularly, and manage 
stress. Currently for medical treatment of 
ischemic symptoms and prevention of sec- 
ondary stroke, your doctor may prescribe 
anti-platelet agents like cilostazol (Ple- 
taal). Platelets are cells in your blood that 
initiate clots and anti-platelets make the 
platelets less likely to clor. 


The Nissan Frontier Navara 


SOMEDAY, 

ALL PICKUPS 
WILL BE MADE 
THIS WAY. 


H was the middle of this year 
when Universal Motors 
Corporation allowed a 
select few to take a sneak 
peek at the alknew Nissan 
Frontier Navara. 


bumper, imposing grlwork, 
‘and hulking stance, 

the Navara's physique 
resembles that of is ful- 
sized brother, the Nissan 
Tian. Sieeker and sexier, 
it now stands on 18-inch 
alloy wheels. Front 
foglamps come standard, 
as do chrome side mirror 
housings, and side step 
tubes. 


Itdoeont end there. When 
it comes to fests, Nissan 
seems to have pulled out all 
the stops. 


Turbo Intercooler Diesel 
Engine - the most powerful 
опе around - pumping out 
174 HORSEPOWER 
RATING AND 403 Nm 
OF TORQUE for 4WD, 
THE MOST IN ITS CLASS. 
That's more than enough to 
climb muddy inclines or tow 
a tralerf of goods. Ali with 
‘minimal emissions and 
engine vibration. 


offroad, a Limited Sip 
Differential (standard on 4x4 
models) reassigns power to 
the wheels with greatest 
traction. ABS prevents 
‘wheel lock during sudden 
‘stops, and ELECTRONIC 
BRAKEFORCE 
DISTRIBUTION balances 
braking power between the 
truck's front and rear ond - 


бл 


Consider these: THE 
LARGEST FUEL TANK 
CAPACITY (801, perfect 
for long journeys into the 
rough) and the first to offer 
standard BRAKE ASSIST 
for sure footing during 
stops. The Frontier is also 
the ony pickup to use a. 


‘Bumnated gaton swich 
Other conveniences 
abound, Жө the Huminatod 
Ignition switch (no more 
fumbling in the dark) 
and the assortment of bins, 
holders and cubby- 
holes for 
everything 
from maps to 
water bottes. 


Never has the tag “all-new” 
been more appropriate; and 
never has the legendary 
Pickup looked so good. 


Roworked in a multitude of 
ways, the Navara is ай that 
‘ever made the Frontior 
great. And – as we found 
Out a hell of a lot more. 


A front independent 
suspension with col springs 
‘coupled with longer rear leaf 
springs provide a smoother 
fide. 


SAFETY ZONE. 
The Navara's construction. 
conforms to Nissan's 
patented ZONE BODY 
CONCEPT, with desig: 
nated crumple zones 10 
absorb the energy of an 


АВ, Load Sensing Valve 
Electron Braselorca 


BREAKING THE Disimbutan 


MOLD & RAISING 
THE BAR. 

Сай it the Tiger Woods 
of trucks — for ike the 
celebrated golfer, tho 
Navara is so far ahead. 
of the curve, its arrival 
оп the scene is not just 
the changing of the 
guard, it signals а 
Change in the very 
nature of the game. 
Indeed, # you think you 
know all about pickups, 
think again. 


Inside, cabin comforts rival 
those of the best SUVs. 
‘The dash is trimmed in 


Ris enough 

toprompt ladder frame wih 8 cross members 
criics юса ће Navara "е LADDER TYPE FRAME 
closest thing a ruck comes WITH 8 CROSS 

toa proper car” MEMBERS for added 


бобу and strength to 
IPS ALL ABOUT handie heavy duty cargo, 
BEING FIRST 


‘and to limit body той, 
AND ONLY. 

Excellence is part of the 
Navara's pedigree. 

The Nissan Frontier is the 
first and only truck ine to 
hold the Number One spot 
(based on number of units 
old) for four consecutive 


vital help, especially with a 
fully loaded bed. А Srd 
brake lamp provides early 
warning to following cars. 


THE NEXT 
FRONTIER FOR 
PICKUPS. 

‘There is, perhaps, no pickup. 
ош there that packs more 
innovation per square inch 
than the new Frontier 
Navara. This here, is one 
giant leap for truck kind. 
And as is always the caso. 
with pickups of the Frontier 
lineage, it won't be long 
before the rest of truckdom 
follows suit 


MORE ROOM! 
The new Navara is a 
massive 5,230mm long. 
Is cockpit area is thus 
larger, and buit to more car 
ie dimensions, providing 
а better driving experience 
‘and a more comfortable ride 
for passengers 
in the rear. 
Most of the 
wheelbase 
increase pushes 
the rear wheels. 
further backwards, 
and the рауой is 
thal the Navara has 
a wider, deeper bed, giving 
you a larger load area. 


‘most powerful engine in its class 
impact, and a rigid safety 
zone to shelter occupants 


апа brushed metal from harm. 


handsome beige and а 
brushed meta-ike finish. 
Seats aro clad in beige 
leather (standard on 4x4 
modele), and you sit high 
upin a commanding 
position, with ай contro 


Tho cabin space features. 
2 SRS FRONT AIRBAGS, 
‘ide impact beams to guard 
‘against broadside crashes, 
and 3-point front and rear 
seatbelts. Safeguarding 
driver control on and 


TRUCK OUT BACK, 
SUV UP FRONT. 
For a vehicle meant to do 
the crude, ugly jobs, the 
Navara comes with an 
incredible amount of style 
and refinement. Iis a study 
in sturdiness and. 
aerodynamics, with fared 
wheel arches, and crisp, 
‘smooth fines. 


THE RULES REWRITTE! 
Navara's class leading stats 
reinventing the pickup and 
setting a new benchmark 
wit 6 SPEED MANUAL 
TRANSMISSION. Urheard 
of in pickups, е now 
roto promises 
enhanced parermanes and 
bener tuel ficiency. 


The Frontier Navara. Arriving December O3, 2007. 


* First with 6 speed MT 
* Most Horsepower and Torque at 174 Ps and 403 Nm 
* Longer wheelbase for more bed and cabin room 

* Unique В member ladder frame for more strength 

* Large fuel tank in at 80, 


well within reach. A shift- 
опне у system alows you 
to engage 4WD from 2WD. 
with the simple tum of a ба, 
эй without having to stop. 


The now pickup's design 
theme is a departure from 
the Frontiers we know. 
With йз integrated 
overtender and front 


MOST POWER! 

Hauling all that load is the 
work of a YD25DDTi 2nd 
Generation Common Rail 


Exclusively distributed by Universal Motors Corp. Available 
in 4x4 and 4x2, with 6-speed MIT or 5-speed АЛ. 


Reserve your Navara now. 


Text NAVARA + your name, address, contact number and inquiry to 0918-8NISSAN 
or visit the Nissan dealer nearest you. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


FIRST MULTINATIONAL DEAL 
Japan, Asean welcome new trade agreement 


E PSBank 


put 


Time DEPOSIT 


Guaranteed 


* Minimum of PhP 50,000 

+ 5-year placement, tax-free 

* Accessible monthly income 
* Rata ts per annum and subject to change without prior notice. 


Manage your account online via PSBank Remote Banking. 
Open atime deposit now in any of 163 branches nationwide. 


For more information, ext PSBANK PRIME «your nama» <iandiine no.» «атай ad 
‘han vend to 381-772 for Smart or 0917-0902327 for Globe and other networks, 
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SINGAPORE—LEADERS OF JAPAN AND 
the 10-nation Asean bloc yesterday hailed 
the conclusion of talks on a free trade pact, 
which they hope to implement as early as 
next year. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda 
and his counterparts from the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) put the 
finishing touches on the deal here. 

No date has been set for its formal sign- 
ing. 

"The leaders welcomed the successful 
conclusion of the negotiations for the 
AseanJapan Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement," a joint statement 
released after the meeting said. 

“The leaders expressed confidence that the 
agreement will provide a strong impetus for 
further invigoration of trade and investment.” 

Under the deal, about 90 percent of trade 
between the world's second largest econo- 


my and the Southeast Asian bloc will be tar- 
iff-free within 10 years. 

The deal will be the first multinational 
free trade agreement for Japan, which also 
has been seeking to conclude а flurry of bi- 
lateral pacts amid a breakdown in global 
trade negotiations. 

Tokyo has so far reached bilateral deals with 
eight nations thus far, six of which are in the 
Asean group—Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. The two 
others are Chile and Mexico. 

Japan's regional rivals China and South Ko- 
теа have also sealed economic partnerships 
with Asean, but a Japanese official told re- 
Porters that Tokyo's deal was the best of the lot. 

“The economic partnership between 
Japan and Asean is comprehensive, cov- 
ering not only cutting tariffs on products 
but also many other areas such as ser- 
vice, investment and economic coopera- 
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tion," the official said. 

“In that sense, Japan is not behind moves 
by China and South Korea." 

South Korea's trade deal with Asean 
went into effect earlier this year, while 
Asean and China are expected to form a bi- 
lateral free trade area by 2010, which 
would cover nearly two billion people. 

Japan is exploring the possibility of a 
wider East Asia trade deal that would in- 
clude Asean plus Australia, China, India, 
Japan, New Zealand and South Korea, but 
observers say that process is in its infancy. 

“The vision of a trade pact among Asean 
and the six nations is slowly coming togeth- 
er,” said a Japanese trade official who asked 
not to be named. 

‘Asean groups Brunei, Cambodia, In- 
donesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Sing apore, Thailand and Viet- 
nam. AFP 


Six Asian nations plan common exchange 


BANGKOK—SIX SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
countries plan to set up a common stock ex- 
change for easier cross-border trading in 
big-cap stocks, an official at the Thai bourse 
said yesterday. 

Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Indonesia and Vietnam would jointly 
set up an exchange for regional trading in 
late 2008, according to Nongram Wong- 
wanich, a senior executive vice president of 
the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET). 

Under the plan, large-cap shares in each 
participating country could be exchanged 


Follow up your employees 
without following them around 
It’s easy with SME Postpaid Plus! 


on the new trading board. 

Bid and offer prices would still be con- 
ducted in the currency of each company's 
home country. Trading orders would also 
be executed in company’s home country, 
Nongram said. 

“The objective in setting up this common 
market is to boost the attractiveness of the 
Asian market, where individual market 
sizes are still small, in order to draw inter- 
est from foreign investors,” Nongram said. 

“This initiative will make the Asian mar- 
ket a single product for investors, who cur- 


rently have to take time and consume lots 
of capital to make their investment in each 
local bourse,” she told AFP. 

Nongram said chiefs of each of the six 
stock exchanges are scheduled to meet in 
Bangkok on Sunday to work out details of 
the initiative, including how to adjust regu- 
lations on money transfers between partic 
pating nations to make trading easier. 

“Hopefully some of those currently trad- 
ing on the SETSO index could be traded in 
the new market late next year,” she said. 
AFP 


BDO issues P10B 
in tier 2 debt notes 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


BANCO DE ORO-EPCL THE 
country's second largest bank, 
yesterday issued P10 billion in 
subordinated debt notes that 
will qualify as tier 2 or supple- 


mentary capital. 


BDO doubled its original of- 
lion following 
the successful roadshow in 
Cebu 


fer from P5 bi 


Metro Manila, 
Davao. 


BDO said the offering was 
oversubscribed by more than 


three times. 


Proceeds from the fund-raising 
exercise will be used to further ex- 
pand BDO's consumer loan port- 
folio and to refinance its existing 
issue of Lower Tier 2 debt, which. 
isset to come due next year. 

"The notes will also increase 
and strengthen BDO's capital 
base, ensuring that it has avail- 
able capital for its growth plans 
in the coming years," the bank 


said in a statement. 


BDO, a unit of conglomerate 
SM Investments Corp. 


owned by one of the country's 
richest men, Henry Sy Sr, 
leap-frogged Bank of the 
Philippine Islands to become 
the countrys second-largest 
lender after its formal 
takeover of Equitable PCI 
Bank earlier this year. 

The 10-year notes will yield 7 
percent a year until the fifth 
year or 2012, during which the 
bank can opt to pay off in- 
vestors. 

IFBDO decides not to exercise 
its call option after the fifth 
year, interest rates for the re- 
maining term will rise by 150 
basis points. 

British bank HSBC acted as 
the lead arranger and selling 
agent for the offering and will 
also act as the notes’ market 
maker and trustee. 

One of the major partici- 
pants in the offer was the In- 
ternational Finance Corpora- 
tion, the private sector arm of 
the World Bank and an exist- 
ing minority shareholder of 
BDO. 


and 


and 


DA promotes new 
postharvest systems 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI- 
culture (DA) is promoting the 
use of six types of postharvest 
technologies to palay farm- 


ers. 


This is part of the array of 
government interventions be- 


fectively preserves seed viabil- 
ity. 

The grain moisture meter, 
which measures the moisture 
content ín palay arid corn, helps 
farmers acquire speedy, accu- 
rate and reliable readings. 

Flatbed dryers reduce energy 


costs by 56 percent and are easy 
to maintain. 

In-store dryers act as a sec- 
ond-stage dryer after the grains 
have been predried in a flash 
dryer. 

Cachuela said this two-stage 
drying system was necessary 
during the wet season when the. 
grain has more than 22 percent 
moisture content. 

The integrated pest manage- 
ment system, on the other 
hand, helps preserve farm pro- 
duce from the onslaught of 
pests and involves a combina- 
tion of physical, biological and 
chemical controls. 

Lasdy the outdoor storage 
system helps preserve grain 
quality and assures adequate 
protection for grains from 
drought, floods and pest out- 
breaks. 


Plus get 2 
Nokia 1200 
prepaid 
phonekits, 
FREE for 
your staff 


Sign-up for 
a Plan 1200 
and get a 
Nokia 3no 
for yourselt 


ing carried out to cut posthar- 
vest losses for grains production 
this year and further raise i 
comes in the countryside. 

The six types of rice posthar- 
vest technologies are the DA- 
developed rice hull-fed furnace 
system, the use of a grain mois- 
ture meter, in-store drying, inte- 
grated ре management, 
flatbed drying and outdoor 
storage. 

DA Director Ricardo 
Cachuela of the Bureau of 
Postharvest Research and Ex- 
tension (BPRE) said in a report 
to DA Secretary Arthur Yap 
that the rice hull-fed furnace 
or flatbed drying system, 
which uses biomass as an al- 
ternative heat source for me- 
chanical dryers, was ideal for 
rainy season harvests and ef. 
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Dishing out a whole experience 


MEE MARCOS COULD ~——— Feegnose- Gata, Culinary Arts Studio 
[= have picked a bet- KITCHEN RESCUE AT 181 SHAW BLVD., e PASIG BLVD. 
ter venue to celebrate ie Aspi = TEL. NOS 671-4498 * 671-4472 * 671-4489 
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her birthday, a place that — 7" ss | For the ee schedule of our new 
so befits her personality: „ ,Hands On, Demonstration-Student 
colorful, eclectic, sophisti- In the company of her family | Participation, Easy, Exact, Money 
cated, zany, fun and down- and friends, we feasted on Mo: | Making Courses for Beginners and 


ight “ТИКБ!” lo, Twice-Cooked Adobo, Phad ^ T 
right “lukis! : «жиы Non Beginners. Visit our website @ 
‘What else could the place be Thai Fried Lapulapu with 


but Café Juanita. онна | WWW.Sylviareynosogala.com 


Paolo Abrera's 
Balancing Act; 


Slow Down 


In the fast-paced world we live in 
today, we tend to forget to slow 
down and enjoy the fun things in 
life. Stress and pressure, more 
often than not, make us feel tired 
and weary, therefore hindering 
wellness for our body and soul. 


What we need to have is a balanced 
lifestyle, a philosophy espoused 
by the Coca-Cola Company. It is 
а balancing act that deals with 
getting the right amount of physical 
activity, the right kind of food to 
eat and enough time to experience 
happiness. 


Savor Life 


The Coca-Cola Company 
endeavors to fulfill this by offering 
a wide array of softdrinks that 
completes a balanced lifestyle. In 
every bottle of our favorite 
softdrinks, is an experience of 
happiness that refreshes our body 
and soul. 


Sportscaster and athlete, Paolo 
Abrera shares the same 
philosophy. He defines balanced 
lifestyle as “a lifestyle where you 
combine duties and priorities, to 
maximize your experience and get 
the most out of life.” He achieves 
this by being effective at mu 

tasking, or in his words “hitting 
many birds with a few stones”. 


He is able to balance priorities 
namely work, family and his active 
lifestyle through simple routines: е 
riding his bike to work, holding $ GET EVERYTHING YOU WANT OUT OF YOUR LIFE. 
cycling classes as a part-time job 
and spending "quality swim-time" 
with his children. 


My happiness comes from living a balanced life. 
As a sportscaster and athlete, 

1 balance everything everyday! 

1 maintain a balanced diet, 

Happier State of Mind geta lot of physical activity, enough rest, 

and drink what makes me happy! è è 

The Coca - Cola Company | 
encourages everyone to get the 
most out of life by maintaining a 
balanced lifestyle. Have a balanced 
diet everyday, engage in a lot of | 
physical activity and get enough 
rest. 


Paolo Abrera 
Sportscaster and Athlete 


A balanced life is a Sparkling Life. 


Develop a clearer perspective on 
how to manage life's priorities and 
needs and have a happier state of 
mind. Do what you need to do and 
cherish every refreshing bottle of 
your favorite sofldrink. B 
ТЕ Әт Can Cle Company 
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“6 chefs tell us 
how to give 
the traditional 
turkey spread 
a Filipino twist 
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{ 
Myrna Segismundo, E 
Restaurant 9501 executive 
chef 


I will apply Filipino cooking recipes and 
procedures to give the traditional Thanks- 
giving menu a Filipino flavor. We can make 
а pumpkin soup topped with chicharon. A 
roast turkey will have a relleno stuffing of 
longganisa, bread and ground meat. You 
can opt to serve the stuffing on the side 
with the usual liver gravy. Replace cranber- 
ry sauce with assorted pickled vegetables 
like atchara. Cinnamon yams can be mi- 
natamis na kamote. For a healthier meal, 
serve upland red rice or brown rice with. 
dried local fruits, such as mango and 
pineapple. 

For dessert, it has to be Guapple Pie with 
vanilla ice cream. You can also offer nicely 
aged Ilocos basi or mango rum. 


Compiled by Vangie Baga-Reyes 


ODAY IS THANKSGIVING 

Day for the Americans. 

While as a people we don't 
need another excuse to have a fam- 
ily gathering (like Sundays aren't 
enough), we can sure use a tradi- 
tional day for giving thanks as a na- 
tion. 

Chef, food editor and television host 
Nancy Reyes-Lumen says if we ever have a 
Filipino Thanksgiving Day, it should be 
sometime “in May when it's the harvest sea- 
son.” 

But what to be thankful for? Hmmm, 
that's a tough one. 

While we're thinking that one out, and 
since it may take an act of Congress to de- 
clare our own Thanksgiving Day, why not, 
for the meantime, just add a Pinoy twist to 
the American traditional spread of stuffed 
roast turkey, baked yam with marshmallow 
topping, cranberry sauce, mashed potatoes 
with gravy and pumpkin pie? 

Here is how some chefs would “Filip- 
inize" the traditional gobble-gobble din- 
ner: 


Christian Werdenberg, 7, эз. 
Sofitel Hotel executive chef 


Iwould adapt traditional recipes with local 
flavors and ingredients. An example would 
be turkey stuffing which I would make 
adobo-flavored. Traditional dried apricots 
and prunes could be substituted with dried 
mangoes. A pineapple relish would replace 
the traditional cranberry sauce. Iwill make 
maple-glazed kamote and pumpkin, Pump- 
kin Pie flavored with dayap and the tradi- 
tional Key Lime Pie will be converted to 
Calamansi Pie. Iwill include Bibingka, Puto 
Bumbong, Adobo Pie, Baboy Humba, Em- 
botido Pate en croute and Beef Morcon. 


| 


Carlo Miguel, ` 
Mezzaluna executive chef 


Nancy Reyes-Lumen, } 
Cook Magazine editor 
and TV host 


I will order jumbo chicken from 
Magnolia, the three-kilogram size or 
bigger. If not that, a fat duck or bibe. 
Of course, being the adobo queen, I 
will adobo this whole then roast just 
to brown it. My adobo sauce will be 
the gravy. Instead of cranberry, I will 
have mango and guava jelly, plus ini- 
haw slices of cassava and kamote, 
the yellow kind. The gravy will be 
chopped liver and balunbalunan 
adobo sauce. The veggies will be 
new corn harvest, string beans and 
carrots. Dessert will be candied saba 
with sampaguita essence and pas- 
sion fruit nectar. And dayap tea for 


beverage. Ang sarap! 


‘The turkey is a blank canvas that blends harmo- 
niously with flavors from all corners of the globe. 
It can be applied to many traditional Filipino 
preparations, such as longanisa, adobo, kaldereta, 


afritada or even Bicol express just to name a few. 
Giving it a Filipino twist can be as simple as 


adding Knorr seasoning in the turkey gravy or 


* ing candied kamote with vanilla custard 


TODAY, EVERY FILIPINO FAMILY'S 
Christmas Noche Buena and New Year Me- 
dia Noche do not seem complete without 
ham on the table. 

How did this western delicacy become 
part of local culinary culture? 

In her book, “Palayok,” the late writer, 
author, and food guru Doreen Fernandez 
traced the history of ham in the Philippines 
to Spanish colonization. 


dessert. 


‘At Mezzaluna, we have done a maple and 


brandy-cured turkey that ensures a very ten. 


us- 
for 


7. 


SE 


дег 


K 


and slightly sweet flesh. We have also done a 
Turkey Leg Ballotine which is cooked sous vide 
(vacuum packed) style to give the galantine-like 


filling optimum tenderness and juiciness. 


Though food is important in the me f 


lifestyle it is best to remember what Thanksgi 


is really about -gathering with friends and family | 


and being thankful for all our blessings. 


it up this Christmas 


Food brought in by colonial masters was 
seen as “desirable, high class, elite.” 

Meals prepared for the midnight Noche 
Buena and Media Noche were usually 
Castilian, "since Christianity was brought 
in by colonization,” Fernandez wrote. So 
the food often included jamon en dulce, a 
sugar-glazed ham; slices of Edam cheese 
called queso de bola, turkey relleno, galan- 
tine or pavo embuchado; walnuts and 
chestnuts, apples and grapes. 

The most popular incarnation today of 
the jamon en dulce is probably Fiesta Ham, 
the sweet ham that is also convenient be- 
cause it is ready-to-eat, thoroughly cured, 
and well cooked. 

Ham has become so popular that other 
types have emerged. 

The pear-shaped ham is carefully mold- 
ed into a fancy pear shape and enhanced 
with an aromatic blend of sweet and salty 
flavors. 

Jamon de Bola, another popular type is a 
sweet, smoked, lean meat ham with a 
round shape and usually glazed. Juicy and 


slightly sweet, the Noche Buena Brick Ham 
is an attractive addition to any holiday 
table setting. 

‘The Chinese influence has resulted in 
the emergence of another favorite, the 
Chinese Ham, a unique fusion of sweet, 
salty, and spicy oriental flavors. The ham 
brings out a Chinese twist to any holiday 
feast. 

Those who are not so fond of pork can 
have Chicken Ham. Smoked and glazed 
with sugar, it is made from a plump whole 
chicken molded to keep its shape. 

Jamon con Queso, a new innovation 
that is becoming popular, combines the 
goodness of ham and that of another pop- 
ular Christmas treat: cheese. The whole 
ham is made of prime meat speckled with 
bits of cheese. The cheese also makes Ja- 
mon con Queso especially appealing to 
children 

These different hams are made avail- 
able this Christmas by Purefoods-Hormel 
Company, makers of Purefoods Fiesta 
Ham, dubbed the “star of the Noche Buena 
season.” 


Ed Quimson, 
JAKA Group corporate 
executive chef 


1 will prepare Cream of Kalabasa with 
Kakang Gata swirl, Rellenong Lechon de 
Leche with Rellenong Manok stuffing, Fruit 
Salad Pie with Graham Cracker crust 
topped with grated buko and Magnolia 
quickmelt cheese, Baked Camote and Ube 
with marshmallow.” 


‘Adam Mathis, ^ 


The Peninsula 


Manila executive 


chef 


My take on this very traditional 
meal is to introduce a variety of 
lighter and healthier options us- 
ing techniques, flavors or ingre- 


dients familiar 


Filipino 


palates. We eat more than what 
is necessary at Thanksgiving 
anyway, and I don’t see why we 
can't make it a tad more forgiv- 


ing to one's arteries. 
I would have 


For salad, 


Charred Hearts of Romaine ? 
with Fennel, Ubod (heart of 
palm) and Orange-Ancho Vinai- 


grette. 


For appetizer, it's going to be 
Turkey Skin Rolls with Roasted 


Pineapple. 


(Simply _ remove 


crispy skin from turkey. Trim fat. 


Cut into small pieces. 


Shred 


turkey meat into fine julienne. 
Міх with sweet soy bean paste. 


Grill 


pineapple until 


nicely 


brown. Soak sheet of rice wrap- 
per in cold water till soft. Spread 


оп kitchen towel to absorb mois- 
ture. Arrange some turkey meat, 
roasted pineapple, cucumber and 
bell pepper on rice paper and roll 
to form a spring roll-shaped par- 
cel. Mix hoisin sauce with water 
to thin paste. Serve.) 

For the main course, it's Pan- 
Turkey 
Chanterelles and Baby Leeks 
with Port Wine-Dayap Jus. It 
would be nice if one could get 
an organic turkey. 

Dessert will be Caramelized 


seared 


conut Custard and Vanilla-Tapi- 
оса Sauce and Leche Flan (1 
know it’s not very healthy but it 
is good!) 

АШ the food should be 
washed down with a Pumpkin 
Smoothie. It’s Thanksgiving, re- 
member. (Pumpkin flesh. Ba- 
nanas. Orange juice. Ground cin- 
патоп. Combine all ingredients 
in а blender/food processor and 
blend until smooth. Pour into a 
chilled glass and serve immedi- 


Breast, 


Pineapple Napoleon with Co- 


BRICK Ham 
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Dishing out a whole . . . 


с! At the carinderia, you'll find 
‘Tamarind Sauce, Kare-kare, delicious authentic siomai, 
Guinataang Gulay and all her beef wanton and pancit, 
favorite desserts. which are among my fa- 

Café Juanita needs no in- vorites. Mura na, masarap ра! 
troduction. After all, it is an So, what makes dining 
institution. In an industry with the doctor so special? 
where many restaurants fold Well, it is because he dishes. 
üp as quickly as they open, out a whole experience. After 
this one is on its 17th year each visit, you leave not just 
and counting! with a full stomach but a feel- 

That evening, wandering ing of joy, wonder and, sub- 
around, I got a glimpse of consciously, nationalistic 
Kainan au Gusto, an artsy pride. P 
carinderia right beside Café Is it the food? The Filipino 
Juanita folk songs playing incessantly 

The day after, I dropped by on the background? The objet 
Kainan au Gusto. Something d'art that surround you? Or is 
excites me about discovering it the knowledge that we 
affordable places to eat. somehow share in his dream 

Luckily, Dr. Boy Vasquez, and become witnesses to his 
owner of both Café Juanita passion for food, art, culture 
and Kainan au Gusto, was and his pride in being Fil- 
free. We talked over good ol” ipino? А 
Filipino and Chinese food ‘Truth be said, itis all of the 
and the whole story of this above. 
one-of-a-kind carinderia was Irs so good to know that 
revealed. there is a restaurateur who 

Kainan au Gusto used to be continues to believe that all 
on the opposite side, fronting Filipinos, without exception, 
the gas station, and its cus- deserve the best. One, who has 
tomers were simple folk—tire gone out on a limb to preserve 
boys, road repairmen, etc. all that is innately, in Ms Mar- 

"What wanted was to give cos! famous words, "true, good 
my customers some dignity" and beautiful" in the Filipino! 
he said. "I wanted to raise Dr. Vasquez, mabuhay po 
their standards. I wanted kayo! i 
them to know what good For reservations, food or- 
food and ambiance are, to eat ders (did I tell you that the 
in comfort, because they owe carinderia can be booked for 
it to themselves na ang turo-turo-style parties and 
katawan nila ay i-upo naman theey charge only per or- 
nila sa masarap at maganda der?), call 6320357 ог 
habang kumakain.” 6337160. Café Juanita is on 

The menu prices at Kainan United Street corner West 
au Gusto remained the same Capitol, Pasig. 
but Dr. Vasquez changed the 
ambiance. 

“Pinaganda ko,” he said. 
“Ayun! Nawala na silang la- 


DR. BOY Vasquez 


hat! Na-intimidate siguro 
dahil ang mga kasabay nila 
mga naka-kurbata na. Its 
very frustrating!” 

Though frustrated, Dr. 
Vasquez surely can't com- 
plain. Au Gusto, like Juanita, 
is a success story, though it 
has not achieved its purpose. 

So blessed is Dr. Vasquez го 
have two culinary theaters to 
express himself. He considers 
Juanita a showcase for ex- 
pressing himself as an artist. 
‘Au Gusto, on the other hand, 
is a showcase for memories of 
his boyhood home in San 
Isidro, Nueva Ecija. 

*Ang food ko, yung natural 
na food na may style. Hindi 
fusion. Ang kare-kare inikot- 
ikot ko ang beans. Di ko bina- 
go ang lasa, ini-improve ko 
ang taste to my taste. The 
food I serve is the food 1 like 
to eat. Kung ayaw ko kainin 
pero gusto pa rin ng tao, 1 
change it so I can eat it,” he 
says of his style of cooking. 

We all know that his Fil- 
ipino food rocks but his new 
offerings of Chinese dim sum 
are explosive! 


BELIEVE it or not, 
this is a carinderia! 


to cook igado the Ilokano 
way and never bothered to 
because someone cooked 
for me. Somehow, I regret it 
because I miss eating igado 
the way my grandma 
cooked it. 

By the way she is from 
Paoay but they settled in 
Camiling, Tarlac. Can you 
please share with me how 
to cook igado the Ilokano 
way? 


Yak pork atay 

Wash and slice pork pieces 

to thin strips of the same 

, the thinner the better. 

Combine all ingredients, 
except liver. Marinate for 1 
hourin й c toyo, 1 tsp pepper. 

In a separate bowl, mari- 
nate liver in 2 tbsp vinegar for 
30 minutes. 

In a wok, heat % с oil 
Saute 1 cchopped onions and 
2 tbsp garlic. 

Add pork mixture except 
liver. Cook until it changes 
color. 

Add 2 c water, bring to a 
boil then simmer. 

If liquid dries out, keep 
adding 2 c of water, simmer- 
ing over low heat until meat 
istender. 

Add liver and 2 pe siling Ты жене 

angsigan, à violet 
Igado P Skason “to, taste with эш SM EDINO EDSA 

Yak liempo and pepper = 

2pcbato (pig kidney) р 
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From a GI in the Philip- 
pines, that’s me, to a GI in the 
United States, that’s you... 
here's your recipe from Rolly, 
my dad's driver, also a GI 
from La Union. Anyway, his 
igado is naimas! Enjoy! 


OG 


City North Edsa 


llokano Igado 
When I was in the Philip- 
pines, I never learned how 


Name it 
for a prize 


NAME THE 
newest Nestlé Ice 
Cream frozen 
dessert and, if it is 
the wittiest, catchi- 
estand most mouth- 
watering entry of 
all, you can win 
P100,000. 

Nestlé Ice Cream 
is also giving away a 
family fun package 
consisting of three 
brand-new Nokia 
3230 mobile phones 
and a Nintendo Wii 
to winner who can 
give this fruity 
frozen dessert a cool 
name. 

How to join? Look 
for the “Give-Me-A- 
Name Frozen 
Dessert” label in Nes- 
Чё Ice Cream freezers 
at leading supermar- 
kets, groceries, conve- 
nience stores and 
petrol stations nation- 
wide and take home a 
750-ml tub. 

The new product 
comes in a combina- 
ton of three fruit 
flavors—melon, wa- 
termelon and or- 
ange—in one tub. l 

You can also visit 
participating super- 1 
markets where the z i Ө ^ 
newest Nestlé E 
"Give-Me-A-Name" 4 
frozen treat is avail- 
able for only Р5 per 
scoop. 

Send your sug- 
gested names via 
SMS by keying in 
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PERS TO GET 
со урэ WRAF 

ANY OR ALL ОК THESE ITEMS FOR FREg; 
<GIVEMEANAME> Е 


space «NESTLE PROMO MECHANICS: 

>space<YOUR EN- 1. Promo Prod: August 16 to November 30, 2007 
TRY» *sender's 
name*address*age 
to 2338 (for Globe 
subscribers — only; 


Entries containing solled wrappers (wrappers 
contaminated with feces or mud, discolored or 
Tadod wrappers) and unused wrappers will NOT 
bo honored. 


by the sender. n the event that ine 
Is not prasant during the tima of 
ember of the sender's household 

to sign а proof of delivery and 

ium өлү in behalf of the entry 


2. You can jon by simply collecting wrappers with 
Intact points of Prokids Promlum Baby Diapors 
with Soft Cottony Magle Tape. Points per 
packaging are as follows: 


recalve the pre 
‘Submit the required Prokids Promlum Baby sender. 
Diapers with Soft Cottony Magic Tape wrappers 

together withthe complete information writen on 7. 


san Entios thru mall must be received thirty (30) days 


P2.50 per text). 

Example: GIVE- 
MEANAME NESTLE 
FROZEN DESSERT 
*Angel Santos*123 
Camia St, Makati 
City*25. 

Or fill ош 
coupons and drop 
the coupons at se- 
ected — supermar- 
kets. 

Promo is until 
Dec. 31. Text Nestle 
to 2338 (Globe sub- 
scribers only) or call 
8980061. 


3. You must collect the following points to get your 
desired premium item: 


“Bed Te Galeton ane 
{i oneri. 


‘wrappers with intact points of Prokids 
Promium Baby Diaper with Soft Cottony Magle- 
Tapo will be accepte 
Елий containing 


tout points wil! NOT bo 
honored, 


a piece of paper: sender's name, complete 
‘address, baby's name and birthday, telephone. 
andlor mobllo phone numbers, signature of 
parentiguardlan and the desired premium item. 
Please include landmarks for hard to find locaton. 


› Entries can be malled or hand carried io: 


"Proklds Bod Time Collection" 

JS Unitrade Merchandise, Inc 

315. Floor, Rafes Corporate Center 

Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig Cy 
or 

"Prokids Bod Timo Collection” 

РО, Box 14280 Pasig Су 


"The chosen premium ns wil bo dalvered FREE 
of charge by JRS Express to the address 


aller tho promo period, Hand delivered entries 
must be rocalved on or before November 30, 
2007. 


8. Premium items МІ bo delivered sixty (60) 
days from end of promo period. 


9. You may join as many times as you want, 
10.Prizes ага nol convertible to cash. 
Pleaso vit vunwsunirado.com for more information 


‘on Prokids baby diaper. 
Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 3868, series of 2007 


fi m 


Pro-comfort. 
Pro-baby. 
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e PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE 
DINING OUT 
Thanksgiving offerings 


FOR HEARTY EATERS 

The Blackbeard's Seafood Island, Seafood Grill and Barbecue House branch in Eastwood City 
is the best place to go for people with hearty appetites. You can try the Manila Bay Boodle 
Plate, one of the restaurant's nine Boodle Feast choices. It has squid balls, grilled tilapia, 
lumpiang shanghai, hickory pork belly, sisig, deep-fried crab and bagoong rice arranged to 

depict the panoramic view of Manila Bay and its surrounding cities. Blackbeard's Seafood 
Islandis in Eastwood City, Libis, QC. Call 9132694 or text 0917-8EWCITY. 


until Jan. 15 will receive 

‘complimentary 1.5. М 
liter Lipton Iced Tea 
and Max's Bakeshop 

Banana Loaf. Valid only 7 
for delivery purchase, 
and not valid with any 
other promos or 
unts. Available — 


"m Pd 
only in Metro Manila. ` . =: ee 


THE BELLEVUE'S CAFE D'ASIE 
Thanksgiving Day celebration fea- 
tures Roasted Turkey with Cran- 
berry Compote, Smoked Pork 
Loin with Cornichons, fresh Main- 
land Shrimps Creole and other. 
Thanksgiving dishes. Call 
7718181. 


THE HERITAGE HOTEL MANILA'S 
Riviera Café celebrates Thanksgiv- 
ing Day with dishes like Stuffed 
Roast Turkey with Cranberry 
Sauce, Honey Glazed Ham and 
Roast Rib-eye with Red Wine 
Sauce. Call 8548888. 


TAAL VISTA LODGE offers a lavish 
international buffet this Novem- 
ber. Enjoy the weekend lunch buf- 
fet and a cultural show for P695+ 
per person. A group of five pays 
only for four while kids 12 years 
old and below get а free scoop of 
ice cream. The Barbecue Dinner 
buffet every Saturday, 6-10 p.m., 
is priced at P750+ per person. Call 
046-4131000, 8864325 or 
7513088 to 89. 


THE RENAISSANCE HOTEL'S 
Emperor Court presents until Dec. 
5 the “Art of Dim Sum" by master 
chef Chen Ling Xian of Guangzhou 
China Hotel. A selection of 30 
dim-sum creations are offered in 
an all-you-can-feast promo at 
P800 net per person. Call 
8116888 local 3338. 


GUMBO opens another branch at 
Robinsons Place Manila. The 
restaurant is known for its Cajun 
and Creole dishes. Must-try are 
Cajun Fried Chicken, Baked Arti- 
choke Formaggio, Bayou's Stuffed 
Crabs, Blakened Chicken, Mardi 
Gras Salad. House specialties аге 
Gumbo and Jambalaya with 
choices of chicken or seafood. 
Call 5671820, 5560238 and 
4420115. 


THE MUSEUM CAFE offers "Bento 
М" meals from 12 noon-2:30 p.m. 
(lunch) and 6-10:30 p.m. (dinner). 
Dishes include Smoked Salmon 
Pasta and the Korean BBQ Wings. 
There's the Coconut Crusted Tofu 
with Enoki Mushrooms and 
Pumpkin Curry Risotto with 
‘Seared Scallops. Call 7573000 or 
7576000. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2007 


COCORAMA offers Coco Bento Specials, 
Island Pasta, Omelets and French Toast 
‘Combo Plates, Groovy Waffles and Pancakes, 
Cocorama Steaks and Chops. Cocoramais at 
6/F, The Ledge, Shangri-La Plaza Mall, 
Mandaluyong. Call 9100401. 


KITARO offers 
Party Trays and 
Starters with 

5. choices suchas 

\ Shogun Feast party 
5i tray all-maki, all- 

22 California maki, all- 

7. sashimi and 
combinations 
(shogun and 
samurai). The Party 
Starters, smaller 
versions of the 
popular party trays, 
are now available. 
Call SUITS. 


TAT 


Loci: 


The wide open spaces of Chateau Elysée offers 
1g atmosphere right in the heart of 
Bicutan, Paraflaque City. 


+ No downpayment! 
+ As low as Php7,500 monthly amortization 
+ Ready-for-occupancy units available 


| For inquiries, please call: 


831-5151 • 0918-888-7632 • 0917-500-5151 


www.chateauelysee.com 
HLURB LTS No. 00132 


[= 


DEVELOPMENT 


SIDE a 


CORPORATION 
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On the spot 
grilling 


CHEF REGGIE ASPIRAS IS CONDUCT- 
ing the following cooking classes: 

Nov. 23—Straight off the Grill (all 
new): Steaks Cooked on the Spot (all 
new); One Table One Grill (perfect for 
hassle-free entertaining); Tenderloin 
and Rib-eye Slabs Grilled on the Spot; 
over 12 sauces and six side dishes, sal- 
ad and dessert. 

Nov. 24—Holiday Appetizer Buffet 
(special class, great presentation, 
makes excellent Christmas gifts, all 
new): Chicken Pate, Liver Pate—Two 
of My Best Recipes with jams and 
condiments; Pimiento Spread, Yummy 
Tuna Spread, Smoked Tanguigue 
Spread, Delicious Herbed Hummus, 
Homemade Boursin (two kinds), Cap- 
sicum and Eggplant Spread, Smoked 
Salmon with Cucumber Confit, Sun- 
dried Tomato Spread, Blue Cheese 
Dip, Spinach Dip. Learn how to make 
toasts, point, bread sticks, fresh veg- 
etable chips 

Nov. 26—Panini: Set up an instant 
snack bar; Homemade Ciabatta, two 
kinds (Herbed and Plain) and Walnut 
Bread; over 12 panini combinations 

Nov. 28—Lapu-lapu (all new): 
Live Steamed Three Ways: Can- 
tonese-Style with Rice Wine Sauce, 
In Ginger Glaze with Sauteed Mush- 
rooms and Orange Black-Bean 
Sauce; Pan-grilled Three Ways: with 
Miso Sauce, with Oriental Butter 
Cream Sauce and with Tomato 
Cream Sauce; Baked Two Ways: With 
Coconut Cream Sauce, In Salt Crust 
with Sauces; sides, 

Holiday class schedules are out. Call 
9289296 or 9273008. 


Edible holiday gifts 

Maya Kitchen is conducting the class 
“Edible Food Gifts,” Nov. 24, 2-6 p.m., 
for those who want to make their own 
gifts for Christmas. 

The class will teach how to make 
such items as Food for the Gods, boat 
tarts, mini fruit cake with fondant ic- 
ing, Cinnamon Bread, Stolen and 
Chutney Pate. 

In *7-Days Curing Ham апі 
Achara,” Nov. 24, 9 a.m.-1 p-m., Maya 
Kitchen will share well-tested recipes 
for Christmas food items like Pork 
Ham, Chicken Ham, Chinese Pata 
Ham, assorted pickles and atchara. 

Those opening a bakery may want to 
enroll in Fundamentals of Bakery Pro- 
duction,” Nov. 27-29, 9 ат.-1 p.m. 
They can learn standard baking tech- 
niques on the use of ready mixes, 
yeast, bread, quick breads, pies, cook- 
ies and cakes. Also covered is commer- 
cial scale production. Enrollees get 
free baking cookbook. 

Maya Kitchen is at 8/8 Liberty Bldg., 
A. Arnaiz Ave. (formerly Pasay Rd), 
Makati. Call 8921185 or 8925011 lo- 
cal 108. E-mail mkitchen@ultimate, 
info.com.ph. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


BAGNET with KBL 
and Sinigang na Tanguigue 
at Herencia Café 


VENTURE 7 
Christmas Bazaar 2007 


December 2, 2007 - Sunday 


Grand Ballroom 
Hotel Intercontinental Manila 
9:00am - 7:00 pm 
For inquiries, please call 
843-9507; 810-3307; 


815-0669 (Jenny); 09157885109 
*Major credit cards will be accepted 


ee 
The newest LANDMARK 4 
in GREENHILLS, * 


HOTEL FACILITIES 
tact 
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(C) 744-7979 to 82 | 
www.greenhlliselansuites.com. 


rer fem Tt | rentem enon na quia cw pene C 


Sharing wee болы rest -i 


Delight in the 
performance of 
Starstruck 4's 
Ultimate Sweetheart. 


JEWEL MISCHE 


w robinsoni com 


COUNTRY COOKING 
Micky Fenix 


E ALMOST MISSED OUR 
first meal of the day in 
Tlocos. The traffic was so 


heavy Thursday last week that it 
was just minutes before takeoff 
when we arrived at the airport for 
the flight to Laoag. 

Thanks to some understanding Philip 
pine Airlines supervisors, our group made it 
toourseats, still panting after running from 
car to security check to check-in counter to 
the ramp. 

‘The first meal in Посов Norte was brunch 
at Paoay's Herencia Café with its view of the 
town’s beautiful church. We were told it 
was the place to get pinakbet pizza but that 
wasn't as inviting as the prospect of having 
Tocos longganisa or the inabraw (boiled 
vegetables). 

Not that we have anything against food 
experiments (more on that in another col- 
umn) but, for visiting foodies, it is tradi- 
tional cooking that whets the appetite. 

Thankfully, there was tanguigue sini- 
gang, igado and bagnet with KBL or kama- 
tis, bagoong, lasuna (tomato, fish paste, 
shallots). 


Fisherman's prize 

The sinigang broth reflected the fresh- 
ness of the mackerel. Thad the best part, the 
fish liver that, according to our guide Rene 
Guatlo, was almost always taken by the 
fisherman as his prize. 

The igado, pork with liver, lungs, heart 
and kidney, had more sauce than we ex- 
pected. 

Т smiled as the bagnet was brought in be- 
cause I always look forward to it during vis- 
its to Ilocos. It still is the best version of le- 
chon kawali. 

‘At the market, they call it chicharon and 
сап be bought by the kilo. Unlike toutists, 
Hocanos use bagnet sparingly, treating it as 
something to add crunch and flavor to their 
pakbet, for instance. 

Ме saw students snacking on miki, the 
noodle soup most associated with Ilocos. It 
made me glad that even with so many other 
choices (like junk food), they still stuck to 
their miki. 

An electrical maintenance project in the 
town resulted in a brownout at breakfast. 
the next day but food could still be cooked 
at the hotel. As the group did not want to 
miss brewed coffee, we taught the Casa 
Ройа Emilia hotel staff the old way to do 
it—boil the coffee. 


Shocking name 
There was great garlicky longganisa tak- 
en with plain grilled eggplant. When the 
eggplant is mixed with eggs, the name of 
the dish always shocks non-Ilocanos—puki- 
puki. 
Two breakfasts found us at Sitio Reme- 
BREAKFASTS/D3 


NO MONTHLY DUES 


ON LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP} 
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LATEST AEROBICS 322 c: 
E esia 


ADVANCED LASER 
TREATMENT 


Best Price in the 
- Philippines. 


IN JUST 30 MINUTES. 


CALL OUR ONE-STOP | SMOOTH THOSE LUMPS & BUMPS WITH g 


SUPER CENTERS FOR 
FITNESS, SKIN, BODY 
AND FACE. 


536-3333 
525-8771 


091-SLIMMERS 
(75466377) 

www.slimmersworld.com.ph 

inquire@slimmersworld.com.ph 


FITNESS 
HOTLINE: 


SKIN 
HOTLINE: 


MOBILE 
NUMBER: 
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: : Text Raffle Promo! 
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A.LIPIN. BY JESS ABRERA 
A diario novela by CARLO J. CAPARAS KAYA KITA РАКА BUMALIKTAD < S [KAW LANG 
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To have @ to hold } Е т) SILA HINDI 
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KAKAUSAPIN, 

KINUWENTO ў KO SILA,ARVIN? 

LAHAT NILAR- | PAPAT, MALAMAN 
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ROY ANG PANG | KANG GINAGA- 
YAYARI SA KAN- y. WANG MAL” 
YA ATSA MGA 
MAGULANG,» MAVAVAMAY 
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PERO YANG ama MO, AKO ms NAG -USAn 
PAGDATING SA NEGOS- DAHIL ANG INAASIKA- 
YO,SARAPO ANG Шлак | So ко AY HANAPBU- 
ANG rac-AnsaWa NE HAY, UMASENSO АТ 
TAO AY HINDI ISANG MAGING MATATAG 
NEGOSYO! РАРАТ TA- ANG PAMUMUHAY / 
LAGANG MAGKAROON TAKOT AKONG MAG- 
NG KASAMA SA BUHAY, IRAE, 


ANG ISANG TAO, F ийи NA KANG. 
MAKITA KOm NA NA- 
e 4 


va Wi 


LIPASAN NA AKO NG 
PANAHON May LAMAN ] о 
ANG BULSA, PERO WA — о 
LANG LAMAN ANG PUSO, 
MALUNGKOT MAPAG- 
ISA, MALAMIG ANG 
ФАБ mNANUNUM- . 
ВАТ ANG MAGDAMAG! 
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S HOROSCOPE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're highly independent. You march to your own 

ACROSS т drummer. You make your own rules about your address, your style and 

1 Swedish ашо your Ме choices. You're quite unconcerned about what others think 

5 Spanish river about you. You're interested in the education and care of children. You're 

8 Overly ‘Outspoken about your causes. In the year ahead, you wil learn some- 
saccharine hing valuable. 


14 Potpourri et Johansson, actress; Mark Ruffalo, actor, Jamie 
14 борон. Birthdate of: Scarlett Johansson, actress; Mark Ruta, actor; Jamie Lee 


segment Curtis, actress/author. 


16 Different ARIES (March 21 to LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
17 Peruvian April 19): Yor' have ба. 22): Fasten your 


capital а desire to do some- Seat bell. The next six 

18 So-so poker [> thing diferent in the weeks are going to be 
hand next sk weeks. бо "busy! You ve got peo- 

20 Start of a quip. someplace you've never been to ple to see, things to do and places 

22 Carrottop's before. Sign up tora course. Leam = to go. Short trips and errands keep 
characteristic something new. you running 

23 Pol Ingredient 
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24 Legendary tay 20) Your fes SCORPIO (0а, 23 to 
Giant slugger ings about рта өн. 21}: You're very 

25 100 square — keon to work tard and 


meters more intense in the eam money fight 
21 Od cabe months ahead Focus on issues pow Party, sis be- 
feters spon ahead. Fons on S465 caus you have some mirer 
30 Verse accent Фол, aman быз nes релге in mind. Keep at 
33 Pease, please! ana eb. 
aepanzolqip | злаптаяш (No. 
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62007 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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43 Water pitcher 10 Essence of 

46 Dices roses 

50 End of quip 11 Total physical 

53 Hangs above appearance of 

54 "The Lion King" ап organism 
поп 12 Stles 

55 Vast expanse 13 Many mos. 

56 End of all 19 Sandinista 
roads? leader 

57 Transportioss 21 Dines at home 
allowance 25 Pres. James _ 

58 Daggers Garfield 

59 Future plant 26 Rod 

60 Mach toppers. attachment 
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: birthday is approach- 
(et benter organized. и 
Wonderful! Swing in- А үн лады 
o acton while this urge is with м 
you. Buy shelving, Ме folders, Ponder what you want your new » Р 
Cleaning” equipment, pet or Je obo Howdoyouwan! SUDOKU 
whatever you need to do а good 1008 diferentirom ast year? 
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dios in Currimao, the beautiful resort 
owned by Dr. Joven Cuanang who is from 
Batac. Nothing like having coffee or choco- 
late with a view of the beach. It reminded 
те of equally enchanting breakfasts by the 
‘water in many parts of the country. 

We had the usual breakfast of pan de sal 
and butter. There was also leftover 
food—biscocho from Pasuquin, empanada 
from Batac and tupig or suman malagkit 
from Paoay. 

The breakfasts were the light prelude to 
the heavier segunda almuerza (second 
breakfast) we had in two towns. 

Dawang Restaurant was already busy 
with San Nicolas townsfolk who knew 
where to get a proper breakfast. The menu 
consists of Ilocano dishes you can also get 
for lunch and dinner. 

The service people must now be used to 
people taking photos of the kitchen that 
they tell you to go ahead when you ask per- 
mission. One of them obviously had a well- 
developed sense of humor. She said, if we 
took a picture of the stove, we should also 
ask it to smile. 


Best in the north 

‘Cooking on the stove was igado. It later 
proved to be the best one we had in Ilocos 
Norte. It was drier but also had a bit of the 
oil released by cooking, a sign that it was 
done slowly and properly. 

We had two kinds of soup—pinapaitan, 
which is beef innards with the bile, the bit- 
ter taste that Ilocanos loved to be poured 
in; and the pork ribs laoya, sinigang soured 
with tomatoes instead of tamarind. 

The Dawang specialty dinardaraan or din- 
uguan was there. It is different because the 
pork innards, like that part of the intestine 
called chicharon bulaklak, are fried crisp be- 
fore being included in the bloody stew. 

There was insarabasab aswell, pork loin 
or shoulder butt (kasim) marinated in cala- 
mansi, garlic and salt then grilled over an 
open fire. 

As you can imagine, we had the whole 
menu including imbaliktad, beef with bile 
that got its name from the act of turning 
over the meat after one side had been 
boiled, 

So we had our breakfasts at restaurants 
and by the beach. But the ойе that was full 
of local color was at the Dayo, the Sunday 
livestock marketin Batac. 

Breakfast was in a tent a few meters 
away from the main trading area. Nearby, 
‘pots were boiling, pans were stewing and 

several plates used by so many diners were 
-~ "being washed. 

Papaitan was the favored dish, the smell 
of bile contributing to the earthy ambi- 
ence. Again dinardaraan and igado were 
‘there. 

Thad my first taste of kalabaw kilawin, 
raw slices of carabao with garlic, onions 
and spring onions strewn on top. A bit of 
sukang Поко was poured over it. 

The Ilocos vinegar accompanied almost. 
everything we ate. This dark product of 
sugarcane that is sometimes likened to bal- 
samic (though I think it is even better than 
the Italian vinegar) is probably why Посапо 
cooking is so exceptional. 

~. It might be difficult to imagine that we 
< would have lunch and dinner after all that. 
But we did, we did. 


E-mail the author at pinoyfood04Qya- 
hoo.com 
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THE CONSUMER 


BIR clarification needed | 


By Linda B. Bolido 


READER IN MALABON 

City, who refers to himself as 

Mr. Cheated, has a question 

for the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 

„Не wants to know how food estab- 

lishments should compute the ser- 
vice charge. 

"From what I know, it should be based 
only on food and drinks," he wrote. 

But his bill from a restaurant in Quezon 
City showed that the service charge was 
computed after the 12-percent value added 
tax (VAT) had been added to the cost of his 
food and drinks. 

His order cost Р116.07 and VAT amount- 
èd to P13.93. 

Mr. Cheated expected that the 10-per- 
cent service charge would be based on the 
actual cost of the food he consumed, so it 
should only be P11.60. 

Instead, because the total bill amounted 
to P130 with the addition of VAT, the 10- 
percent service charge was P13, a differ- 
ence of almost P2. 

Mr. Cheated said, “If the restaurant had 
been using this ... service-charge computa- 
tion for a long time, imagine how much 
money it had [collected] " 

Moreover, Mr. Cheated pointed out that 
the cash registry printout said “Temporary 
Receipt.” 

Will the BIR please respond to Mr. Cheat- 
ed's question? And all you people out there, 
start looking at your receipts from food es- 
tablishments and see if they follow the 
same practice. 


Cautionary tale 

One e-mail that I got recently from two 
or three people is about a commuter who 
literally got shortchanged. 

I must caution readers that stories circu- 
lating by e-mail should be taken with a 
great dose of skepticism. In the past, we 
have received reports that looked authentic 
(even “written” on official stationery) but 
upon verification turned out to be hoaxes. 

‘This story may turn out to be an urban leg- 
end but many commuters, I am sure, can.re- 
Jate to it. And it does offer some lessons that 
commuters would do well to keep in mind. 


According to the supposed source of the 
story, he took an air-conditioned bus and 
paid the P10 fare with a P100 bill. The bus 
conductor told him to wait for his change 
after handing him his ticket. 

A few blocks before his destination, he re- 
minded the conductor about his change. Не 
жаз told to wait some more as he was still 
some distance from where he was going. 

The passenger moved closer to the door 
then reminded the conductor again about 
his change. This time he said he was ig- 
nored. 

When he was close to his destination, he 
asked the conductor once more. The con- 
ductor asked to see his ticket. After looking 
at it, the conductor reportedly said, “Eh 
wala naman akong sinulat sa likod ng ticket 
то... tapos hihingi ka ng sukli! Tarantado Ка 
pala eh..." 

‘The passenger responded in kind, telling 
the conductor he had asked for his change 
several times. Then another man butted in 
and told the passenger “Pre, wala ka na- 
mang inaabot na ‘san daang piso eh... tapos 
hihingi ka ng sukli!” 

The driver did not want to have anything 
todo with the passenger's complaint. 

Sensing that further argument was futile, 
the passenger got off and decided to charge 
his P90 to experience. 

He said he almost forgot about the unfor- 
tunate incident until the same thing hap- 
pened to a woman fellow passenger. Again, 
а "helpful" kibitzer volunteered the infor- 
mation that he saw the transaction and ће 
woman, who claimed to have handed P100 
to the conductor, only gave P50. 

The supposed source of the e-mail said 
another passenger told him later that he 
was lucky not to have come to the aid of the 
woman. The other man reportedly said that 
some two years ago, a man who argued 
with the gang was stabbed. 

Apparently there were not just three 
people working the scam. Other bus "pas- 
sengers" were also involved. 

The commuter's advice: Have the exact 
fare ready always. 


Send letters to The Consumer, Lifestyle Sec- 
tion, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
Ave. cor. Mascardo and Yague Sts, Makati 
City; or e-mail Ibolido@inquirer.com.ph 


LG Electronics 


_ Again 


Don't miss any scene. Automatically record the live TV programs you want. | 


MANUAL RECORDING 


ONE TOUCH RI 


Record your favorite program daily and weekly with one simple s 


„Get the big picture. 
and again and again. 


Record TV programs easily and quickly with one click. 
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‘COOL when hot. Young people in the latest Nestea TV ad chill out with bottles of Nestea Ready-to-Drink Iced Tea, 


Fun and cool beverage flavors 


BEAT THE HEAT ANYWHERE YOU 
are with the Nestea Ready-to- 
Drink Iced Tea. 

The fun and cool beverage offers 
invigorating refreshment and deli- 
ciously stimulating flavors, includ- 
ing the new Nestea Green Tea Ap- 
ple and Nestea Calamansi drinks. 

Like other Nestea Ready-to- 
Drink Iced Tea flavors, the new 
flavors are sure to help revitalize 
young people with active and 
Stressful lifestyles. 

For people who think iced tea is 
too sweet or who prefer drinks that 
are much less intense and goes 
down easy, there is the new Nestea 
Lemon Light. It provides a lighter 
iced tea taste and just the right 
sweetness, all without the sugar. 

Indeed, there may not be any- 
thing as refreshing as Nestea Ready- 
to-Drink Iced Tea. So grab an ice- 
cold bottle of Nestea Green Tea Ap- 
ple, Nestea Calamansi or Nestea 
Lemon Light in leading supermar- 
kets, groceries and convenience 
stores today and enjoy a fun and in- 
vigorating drinking experience. 

Feel totally refreshed inside and 
out because there's no cool like 
Nestea cool! 


E Vy 


Abottle of Nestea Ready-to-Drink Iced Tea may be just the right 


refreshment when heat is unbearable. 
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promise - 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


LORNA TOLENTINO AND 
Rudy Fernandez will cele- 
brate their silver wedding 
anniversary on June 1, 
2008, and the couple is de- 
termined to mark the event 
with a trip to St. Peregrine 
chapel in San Juan Capis- 
trano, California. 

"When we visited the place 
lax October, we made a 
promise to retum on our 25th 
anniversary. We plan to keep 
that promise,” Loma told a 
group of movie writers during 
а press conference for Ascor- 


bic Poten-Cee, a brand of 
health supplement that she 
endorses. 

St. Peregrine is the patron 
saint of people like Rudy, who 
are afflicted with cancer 


Badminton, boxing 

The actor suffers from am- 
pullary cancer, which involves 
a small muscle at the point 
where the bile duct empties 
into the small intestine. It is a 
rare form of cancer, the doc- 
tors have told Lorna. Not even. 
in the US has the illness been 
researched well enough, she 
said. 


Rudy is currently undergo- 
ing radiation therapy at the 
Cardinal Santos Memorial 
Hospital in Greenhills, San 


‘Website: wenw.inquirer.netentertainment. 


ш Solar teams up 
with ABC 5, RJTV 
/EA 


IN THIS ISSUE 


Sky, Home, have 3 new channels 


THREE NEW CHANNELS—"VEL- 
vet,” “Maxx” and "Balls—have 
been added to cable TV carriers 

| Sky and Home, Creative Programs 
Inc. announced on Tuesday. 

CPI officials said the launch of 
these channels had nothing to do 
"with the termination of five others 
owned by Solar Entertain- 
ment—ETC, Jack ТУ Solar Sports,” 
Basketball Television, 2nd Avenue 


Juan. Loma said that when — 


her husband feels strong 
‘enough, he plays badminton 
with his close friends Jinggoy 
Estrada and Phillip Salvador, 
or boxing with his kids. "He al- 
‘so has lots of time to watch te- 
lenovelas now,” Lorna said. 
“Mostly, we гип to God in 
moments like this,” she added. 
“This is also a time to realize 
there are many things that 
should never be taken for 
granted, like one's health." 


GOING BALD? 


Don’t wait another 
15 minutes and 
another hair. 


European Designer Outlet 


IR 
CALL! 
11.16.07 іо 
12.15.07 


Shangri-La Mall Edsa 
Indulgence Section 
Unit 336 

(3rd Floor across Figaro) 


and Crime/Suspense—on Dec. 31. 
Said Ronald Arguelles, CPI strate- 
gic programming head: "Wee just 
providing content for Sky and Home 
cables” CPI is an ABS-CBN sub- 
sidiary (See Solar story on p. E4.) 
Velvet targets women, with cur- 
rent shows like “The View" (talk), 
“America's Next Top Model" (reality, 
а Solar show), and “Boulevard of 
Broken Dreams” (documentary). 


Mao is dedicated to men, ac- 
cording to channel head Jojo N. Esta- 
Чо. Now airing are “Bullrun” (car 
race), ‘American Inventors” (reality), 
and “International Fight League” 
(martial arts). 

Balls carries the US NCAA Basket- 
ball and Football, ATP and WTA Ten- 
nis, Euro PGA and LPGA Golf, NFL, 
FIA European Drag Racing and 
KOTV Boxing. Marinel R. Cruz 
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The rate of a man’s 
hairloss can average 
about 35,000 hairs a 
year on a baldness- 
prone head. That means, 
when receding and 
thinning are at their 
peak, you're losing 1 hair 
approximately every 
15 minutes! 

As most men prior to 
hairloss have a total 
scalp cover of 100,000 
to 150,000 hairs or more, 
a mere 4 disappearing 
every hour go unnoticed 
- until it's too late. It just 
takes 3-5 years to go bald - often faster. 

But why do so many men let themselves go bald 
while there's still time to seek professional help? 

It costs nothing to have a qualified trichologist analyze 
your hair and scalp. Learn the cause of your hairloss 
and what the right treatments can do. Discover how 
your hair and scalp can be optimized for maximum 
growth potential. 

Call Svenson now for your free consultation. 


VE £^. 


CALL 892-HAIR (4247) 
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H'wood hails 
Jap rockers 
VOCALIST 
Koshin Inaba of 
the legendary 
Japanese hard 
rock band the 
B'z holds up his 
commemora- 
tive placard 
during Фе 
groups induc- 
tion into Holly- 
wood's Rock- 
Walk on Mon- 
day in Holly- 
wood, Califor- 
nia. The 
B'z—best-sell- 
ing ariss in 
Japanese histo- 
ту (75 million 
copies in Japan 
alone)—will 
release its 16th 
album пех 
month. AFP 


jithout treatment this man 
will likely be totally bald 
in just 2-3 years. 


j of Makati and the M 


Directed by 
Baby Barredo & Robbie Guevara 


November 9 - December 16, 2007 


Onstage, 2nd Flr., Greenbelt 1, Makati City 
For inquiries calf 8870710 | 8919999 
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OPENS NOVEMBER 14 AT 
THE BLOCK CINEMA 1, SM CITY NORTH EDSA 
The one, only, and true digital cinema 
in the country today 


TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE 
Р 300 (Reserved Seats) 


Screening Schedule: 
1200 p.m., 3:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., $00 p.m. 
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Auditions for Sutasi talent 
search finalists tonight 


LIVE AUDITIONS FOR FI- 
nalists of the Sutasi talent 
search for singers and 
bands will be held tonight, 
7-10 p.m. at the Orosa 
Atrium of Robinsons Ermita. The 
competition seeks to find and 
develop the best Asian talents 
and provide the resources to 
market them on the global 
stage. 


Dip 
You 
Know... 


Grand CD sale starts 
tomorrow 


‘Thousands of CD, VCD 
and DVD titles are up for 
grabs in “CD Blow-Out,” 
a grand audio-video sale 
at the 10th floor, Universal 
Building, 1487 Quezon Ave. 
Quezon City. The sale starts to- 
morrow and continues on Nov. 
24, Dec. 1, 2, 8, 9, 14, 15 and 
16, offering up to 90 percent 
discount on many items. 
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Solar joins ABC 5, RJTV 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


WITH THE IMPENDING TERMINATION OF 
its channels in cable companies Sky and 
Home, Solar has joined two more free TV 
channels, ABC 5 and RJ TV on top of RPN 9. 

The news will be announced at the Adver- 
tising Congress in Subic today, according to 
Solar head Wilson Tieng. 

Perci Intalan, ABC head of Creative and 
Entertainment Production, yesterday told 

молаға Entertainment that Solar had inked 
a block-time deal with the network. 

Intalan said that Solar was now airing on 
ABC 5 NBA games and the weekly basketball 
special “House of Hoops,” wrestling shows 
“WWE Smackdown” and “WWE Raw” and 
“World-Class Boxing.” These shows used to 
be aired on several Solar cable channels. 

Solar had originally planned to air “Ulti- 
mate Fighting Championship” (UFC) on 
ABC 5, but it was disapproved by the Movie 
and Television Review and Classification 
Board (MTRCB). Marissa Laguardia, MTR- 
CB head, clarified that UFC “was questioned, 
but eventually approved ... if sanitized. It 
was too violent for the 9 p.m. time slot.” 

Intalan said that, instead of airing a sani- 
tized version of UFC, Solar had replaced it 
with “WWE Raw.” 

Apart from sports shows, ABC 5 also airs 
the Taiwanese epic anthology ‘Judge Bao,” 
top-billed by Cin Chao-Chun. 

The network likewise has a new interac- 


tive game show, "Win Win Win," with alter- 
nating hosts Benjie Paras and K Brosas. 

Intalan said its other game show, “Slingo,” 
hosted by Joey de Leon, is currently "off-sea- 
son,” but that “уге are in talks with Mojo 
C'Slingo" franchise holder) to renew it.” 

According to an insider, joining ABC 5 and 
RJ TV was the best strategic move for Solar, 
whose channels (Jack, Crime/Suspense, 2nd 
Avenue, ETC, Solar Sports, BTV) are about 
to end their run on Home and Sky, to be re- 
placed by new SkyCable channels. 

However, Tieng said, Solar's cable chan- 
nels are still available to Destiny subscribers. 
Another source said RJTV would carry Solar 
shows erstwhile aired on ETC, mostly 
canned lifestyle programs from the US. 


Streamlining 

Yet another insider claimed that Solars 
troubles with the cable companies were 
sparked by the transfer of boxing champ 
Manny Pacquiao from ABS-CBN to GMA 7. 
Sky and Home are sister companies of ABS- 
СВМ. Solar holds the exclusive airing rights 
for Pacquiao's highly rated prize fights. 

In an official statement, Juno Chuidian, 
Sky Cable vice president for Programming, 
explained, “The introduction of new chan- 
nels is part of the company's thrust to 
streamline and strengthen its overall line- 
= 

With this.move, said Chuidian, "Redun- 
dant programs have been reduced,” 
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Sounds of Christmas: Christmas Chorale 
feat. Phil. Jesuit Community 


November 24; 6pm; Glorietta 4 Park 
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Holiday Open Concert 


THE NANNY November 24 & Dec 2; 8pm; Greenbelt 3 Park 
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Lifestyle and Vanity Outlet Sale 
November 19 to 23; Activity Center 
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Rhythm Academy: Sam Concepcion 
with the Augustinian Larks 


December 9: 6pm; Activity Center 
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Rhythm Academy: Pops Fernandez 
and The UP Cherubim and Seraphim 
December 16; 6pm; Activity Center. 


THE NANNY DIARIES ENCHANTED ENCHANTED 


‘Shop and celebrate the Yuletide Season at \ 
Market! Market! on November 23 - 25, 10am - 10pm. 


Offer may not be availed of in conjunction with other promovon. 
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By Joel V. Nigos 


lassy, convenient, comprehensive and 
( consumer friendly. These may very 

well describe the newest shopping 
sensation to rise at the newest commercial 
district situated north of the metropolis. 


Alone for 19 years, The Landmark at Ayala Center, Makati, yet 
x has survived the competition posed by new shopping malls and 
4 NEC {84 commercial centers, The Landmark's second branch, just like the pi- 
3 FQ, oneer store, will give customers what it has been known for almost 
amas Ness d, two decades—good product mix, affordable prices, excellent cus- 

А х s tomer service, plus a lot more. 

E Comprising four levels, the lower ground level houses the Super- 
mart and the Food Center while upper floors comprise the depart- 
ment store. 

The new Landmark occupies an entire wing of Trinoma, the first Ay- 
ala mall development north of Metro Manila. Strategically located to 
cater to the needs of residents on that side of the metropolis, the latest 
shopping haven is very accessible via MRT and being in the middle of a 
major intersection, by all modes of public transportation. 


All you can buy 

The Landmark Supermart has been known for providing a com- 
prehensive array of merchandise. At Trinoma, the supermarket is 
divided into five major sections—dry goods, milk and dairy, 
seafood, toiletries, wines and spirits, plus a lot more. 

Its large floor area is able to offer a wider assortment of 
goods—from the locally manufactured to imported ones, as well as 
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22 seasonal products and hard to find 
items. Indeed, an excellent product 


mix. 
And with the generous space, shop- 
pers can move around the supermar- 
ket with relative ease since the aisles 
are wide and free from any obstruc- 
tion. The layout and design, the high 
pane glass which allows natural light 1 Iil} 
to enter, the higher ceiling, and the in- 
terior lighting create an idea of abun- 
dant space which makes shopping 
even more convenient. 
Done by an international design 
the whole space is sleek and classy. Its. 
sure to invite all customers who are in 
the hunt for top-quality yet affordable 
goodies in which only Landmark can 
offer. 
‘And if you think that the supermar- 
ket is through with you after you have 
~- made your all selections, placed them 
7 into your cart and settled your bill at 
у ЗА.) thecashier you're wrong! 
Customer service is one of the hall- + 
ae marks of Landmark and which it has 
been known for years. It always intro- 
» duces new services and amenities just 
Ay to make sure that everyone who shops 
LANDMARK/F4 
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From page F2 
at the supermarket will have a pleasurable ex- 
perience. Landmark has provided more coun- 
ters so that lining up and paying for your gro- 
ceries is easy. Upon your exit at the counters, 
Landmark's baggers are always ready to assist 
you with your goodies up to the parking area. 
There are also walkalators, an even more con- 
venient way of transporting all you've bought, 
which are connected to the main Mindanao 
Avenue exit and parking. 


Allyou can eat 

Located also at the lower ground level and 
right next to the Supermart is the Food Center 
which is equally elegant and spacious in keep- 
ing up with the supermarket. 

‘Well-known fast-food chains and restau- 
rants offering a wide variety of meals and 
snacks can be had at the center. New names in 
the food industry providing a broad array of 
delicious chow without doubt will also be en- 
joyed by customers. This wide-ranging selec- 
tion is sure to delight everyone's discriminat- 
ing palate. 

"The Food Center was conceptualized by ап 
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international designer who made this dining corner 
classy, spacious and consumer-friendly. Its overall 
look provides a warm ambiance ceaselessly inviting 
customers who want to get a breather in-between 
shopping to take time out and join the feast. 


Upscale and classy shopping 

Exuding the same upscale and classy ambience of 
the Supermart and the Food Center, the Landmark De- 
partment Store occupies three levels at Trinoma. 
These three floors house the men’s, ladies, teens, cos- 
metics, bazaar, gifts, children's and home items, thus, 
giving a wide variety of merchandise mix. 

At the ground level of the department store is the 
cosmetics section which offers a complete line of 
beauty and cosmetic products—from locally manufac- 
tured to international well-known brands. Ladies will 
also have their hands full with a wide selection of 
shoes and bags at the ladies’ section. 

‘And if you believe you're already done with your 
shopping, there's still the home section at the third level. 

‘Skylights perched at the middle of the ceiling allow 
natural light to come in at daytime and provides a 
view of stars during the night. 

More brands and items are accommodated at the 
department store because of its wide space providing 
customers better deals and great choices. 
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